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© OBSERVATIONS _ 
ON THE Fable AND Composition or Tx 
MERRY WIVES of WINDSOR. . 


Or this play there is a tradition preserved by Mr. Rowe, 
that it was written at the command of queen Elizabeth, who' 
was so delighted with the character of Falstaff, that she wished 
it to be diffused through more plays; but suspecting that it 
might pall by continued uniformity, directed the poet to di- 
versify his manner, by shewing him in love. No task is 
harder than that of writing to the ideas of another. Shak- 
spere knew what the queen, if the story be true, seems nat to 
have known, that by any real passion of tendezness, the selfish 
craft, the eareless jollity, and the lazy luxury of Falstaff must 
have suffered so much abatement, that little of his former cast 
would have xemained. Falstaff could not love, but by ceaging 
to be Falstaff. He could only counterfeit love, and his pro · 
fessions could be prompted, not by the hope of pleasure, but 
of money. Thus the poet approached as near as he could to 
the work enjoined him; yet having perhaps in the former 
plays completed his own idea, seems not to have been able @ 
give Falstaff all his former power of entertainment. 
This comedy is remarkable for the variety and number 
of the personages, who exhibit more charaQters appropriated 
and diseriminated, than perhaps can be found in any other play. 
Whether Shakspere was the first that produced upon the | 
English stage the effect of language distorted and depraved 
by provincial or foreign pronunciation, I cannot certainly de- 

cide. This mode of forming ridiculous characters can confer 
praise only on him, who originally discovered it, for it re- 
' ARG ; + + +42 quires 
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quires not much of either wit or judgment: ita uccess must 
be derived almost wholly from the player, but its power in a 
skilful mouth, even he that despises it, is unable to resist. 
The conduct of this drama is deficient ; the action begins 
and ends often before the conclusion, and the different parts 
might change places without inconvenience ; but its generat 
power, that power by which all works of genius shall finally be 
tried, is ſuch, that perhaps it never yet had reader or spec- 
tator, who did not think it too son at an end. Jon Non, 
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MERRY WIVES of WINDSOR. 


ACT I. SCENE 1, 


Before Pacr's House in Windsor. Enter Justice SHAL- 
LOW, SLENDER, and Sir HUGH EvaANs. 


Shallow. 


Sin Hugh, persuade me not: I will make a Star- 
chamber matter of it: if he were twenty sir John 
Falstaffs, he shall not abuse Robert Shallow, 
esquire. 

Slen. ln the county of Gloxter juatce of peace 
and coram. 

Shal. Ay, cousin Slender, ee 4 

Slen. Ay, and ratalorum too; and a gentleman 
born, master parson ; who writes himself armigero; 
in any bill, warrant, quittance, or obligation, armi- 
gero. iss 

Sal. Ay, that I do; and have done anytime thee 
three hundred years. 


Slen. 
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Slen. All his successors, gone before him, have 
done't ; and all his: ancestors, that come after him, 
may : we * e the . white luce! in their 
coat. SP 

Shal. It is an old coat. 

Eva. The dozen white louses do HEE an old 
coat/ well; it agrees! well, passant: it is a familiar 
beast to man, and signifies—love. 21 

Sal. The luce is the fresh fish; the salt fish is an 
old coat. l 5 

Slen. I may quarter, coz. 

Shal. You may by marrying. 

_ Eva, It is marring, indeed, if he quarter it. 

Shal, Not a whit. "2p 

Eva. Ves, py r- lady; z if he hos a quarter of your 
coat, there is but threę skirts for yourself, in my 
simple conjectures : but that is all one: If sir John 
Falstaff have committed disparagements unto you, I 
am of the chureh, and will be glad to do my bene vo- 
lence, to make atonements and Sink 2082 8h between 
you. 34 
: Shal. The council shall hear it; it is Aist. . . 
Eva. It is not meet the council hear of a riot: 
there is no fear of Got in a riot: the council, look 
you, shall desire to hear the fear of Got, and not to 
hear a riot; take your vizaments in that. 

Sbal. Ha o' my life, if I were young again, the 
aword should end it. 41 
Eva. It is petter that friends is the sword, and end 
it: and there is also another device in my prain, 
YA | which, 
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whieh, peradventure, prings goot discretions with 
it: there is Anne Page, which is daughter to master 
George Page, which is pretty virginity. 

Slen. Mistress Anne Page? she has brown hair, 
and speaks small like a woman. 48 

Eva. It is that very person for all the orld, as just 
as you will desire; and seven hundred pounds of 
monies, and gold, and silver, is her grandsire, upon 
his death's bed (Got deliver to a joyful resurrections l) 
give, when she is able to overiake seventeen years 
old: it were a goot motion, if we leave our pribbles 
and prabbles, and desire a marriage between . 
Abraham, and mistress Anne Page. 

Slen. Did her grandsire leave her seven e 


pounds? 
Eva. Ay, and her father is make her a Pere 
penny. | 60 
Slen. I know the young gentlewoman 3 She has good 
8 
Seven Wee 
good gifts. 


Shal.: Well, ler us oe honest matter page is Pal 
staff there? | 
Eva. Shall J tell ele: ane Fi 
I do despise one that is false; or, as I despise one 
that is not true. The knight, sir John is there; and, 
I beseech you, be ruled by your well-willers, I will 
peat the door [ Knocks] for master Page, What, 
hoal Got pless your house here! 72 


i 
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| Enter PaGB. 
Fw Who's there? 
Eva. Here is Got's plessing, 24 your friend, and 
justice Shallow: and here is young master Slender; 
that, peradventures, shall tell you another . if 


matters grow to your likings. 
Page. I am glad to see your worships well: I thank 
you for my venison, master Shallow. 79 


Shal. Master Page, I am glad to see you; Much 
good do it your good heart! I wish'd your venison 
better; it was ill kill'd:— How doth good mistress 
Page ?—and I thank you ulways with my heart, wk 
with my heart. 

Page. Sir, I thank you. N jo 

Shal. Sir, I thank you; by yea . no, I dou 

Page. I am glad to see you, good master Slender. 

Slen. How does your fallow greyhound, sir? 1 
heard say, he was out- run on Cotsale. 

Page. It could not be judg'd, sir. | 90 

Sen. You'll not confess, you'll not confess. - 

Shal. That he will not ;—tis your fault, tis your 
veer es Rl th po 339 e 

Page. A cur, sir. E TL 4 

Shal. Sir, he's Signet n and e Can 


there be more 06 PARA ch i 


Falstaff here? 
Page. Sir, he is within y amd I would L could do 
* between you. 


Eva. 


A 1,4 
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Eva. It is spoke as a Christians ought to speak. 100 

Shal. He hath wrong'd me, master Page. 

Page. Sir, he doth in some sort confess it. | 

Shal. If it be confess'd, it is not redress'd ; is not 
that so, master Page? He hath wrong'd me; —in- 
deed, he hath ;— at a word, he hath; believe me; 
Robert Shallow, esquire, saith, he is wrong d. | 

Page. Here comes sir John. | 


Enter Sir Join FalsTAFF, BARDOLPH, NYM, and 
P1STOL, 


Fal. Now, master Shallow ; you'll complain of me 
to the king? 

$hal. Knight, you have beaten my men, kill'd my 
deer, and broke open my lodge. 111 

Fal. But not kiss'd your keeper's daughter? 

Shal. Tut, a pin this shall be answer'd, 

Fal. I will answer it straight ;—I have dn all 
this: — That is now answer d. 

Sal. The council shall know this. 

Fal. Twere better for you, if "were known in 
council ; you'll be langh'd at. | 

va. Patica verba, vir John; good worts. _ | 

Ful. Good worts ! good cabbage Slender, I 
broke your head; e ene 
wet: * 

Sten. Marry, sir, 1 have matter in my head geben 
you ; and against your coney-catching rascals, Bars» _ 
dolph, Nym, and Pistol. | 

Bar. You Banbury cheese! | 

B Sleny 
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Slen. Ay, it is no matter. 

Pist. How now, Mephostophilus? 

Slen. Ay, it is no matter. 

m. Slice, I say! OW pauca; ce! that's my 
Humour. C 1391 
Slen. Where's Simple, my man ?—can you tell, 
cousin? 

Eva. Peace: 1 pray od. Now let us dend. 
There is three umpires in this matter, as I under- 
stand: that is master Page, fidelicet, master Page; 
and there is myself, fidelicet, myself; and the three 
party is, lastly and finally, mine host of the Garter. 

Page. We "__ to hear it, and end it between 
them. 18140 
Eva. Fery . I n 
note- book; and we will afterwards ork upon the 
cause, with as great discreetly as we can. | 
Ful. Pistol. 15 45 | 

Pist. He hears with ears. | 

Eva. The tevil and his tam! what phraze is this 
He hears.zvith ear ? Why, it is affectations. 

Fal. Pistol, did you pick master Slender's purse ? 
+1 Slen. Ay, by these gloves, did he (or I would I 
might never come in mine own great chamber again 
else), of seven groats in mill- sixpences, and two 
Edward shovel-boards, that cost me two shilling 
and two- pence * of Vead ws * these 
gloves. 

Fal. Is this true, pistol? | | + 1.255 

a No; it is false, if it is a pick puree: 


1 % | Pit. 


6 
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Pist. Ha, thou br ee Ar r John, 
| and master mine, | 
I combat challenge of this latten bilboe : 

Word of denial in thy labra's here ; 

Word of denial : froth and scum, thou hst. 160 
Slen. By these gloves, then twas he. W 
Mm. Be avis'd, Sir, and pass good humours: I 

will say, marry trap, with you, if you run the nut- 

hook's humour on me; that is the very note of it. 

Slen. By this hat, then he in the red face had it: 
for though I cannot remember what I did when you 
made me drunk, yet T'am'not altogether an as. 

Ful. What say you, Scarlet and John? © | 

Bard. Why, sir, for my part, I say, the gentle- 
man had drunk himself out of his five sentences. 176 

Eva. It is his five senses: he, what the i * 
* 
Bard And . gt sir, was, as they say, ca- 
shier'd; and so conclusions pass'd the careires. 

Slen. Ay, you spake in Latin then too; but tis no 
matter: | I'll never be drunk whilst 1 live again, but 
in honest, civil, godly company, for this trick: if I 
be drunk, I'll be drunk with those that have the fear 
of God, and not with drunken knaves. 179 

Eva. So Got *udge me, that is a virtuous mind. 

Fal. You hear all — matters — 4 
melt; you hear . * 


| Bij © . 12 
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Enter Mistress Anne PaGE with Wine ; Mixtress ForD 


and Mrs. PAGE porter 
«Bags, Nay, daughter, carry the wine in; we'll 
drink within. [Exit Anne Pace. 


Slen. O heaven! this is mistress Anne Page. 

Page. How now, mistress Ford ? | 

Fal. Mistress Ford, by my trath, you are very 
well met: by your leave, good mistress. 
[Kiszing her, 

Page. Wike, bid these gentlemen welcome :—- 
Come, we have à hot venison pasty to dinner; come, 
gentlemen, I hope we shall drink down all un- 
kindness. 19? 
2 [ Exeunt all but SHAL. SEND. and EVANS. 

Slen. I had rather than forty —_— I — my 


hook of songs and sonnęts here. 
Enter stur Lk. EY * 


How now, Simple; where have you been; I must 
wait on myself, must I ? You have not 0 book « 
riddles about you, have you? 

Sim. Book of riddles 1 why, did you not lend it to 
Alice Shortcake. npon Allhallowmes 1 a fortnight 
afore Michaelmas > [ 1-47 ao 

Shal. Come, coz ; come, Coz ; we stay for you. 
A word with you, coz : marry, this, coz ; There is, 
as 'twere, a tender, a kind of tender, made afar off 
by sir Hugh here ;—Do you understand me ? 


Slen. 


, 
7 
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Slen. Ay, sir, you shall find me men a 
n MOI 74 | 
Sal. Nay, but understand me. 
Slen. So I do, sir. | ob by 
Eda. Give ear to his motions, materi Slender: I 
will — CORY if wm 
ost 1974 ni. n 54 214 
Slen. Nay, 1 will de, as my cousin Shallow ae: | 


I pray you, pardon me; he's à justice of peace in 


bis country, simple though I stand here 
Eva. But that is not the question; the question 18 


concerning your thacrggedouetb is) ms 1 1642 7, 
Sal. Ay, there's the point, sir. 
ua. Marry, is it; the-very point of i:; tc mi 

e Page. tt | 
Slen. Why, 16 ir be 50 1 will marry kr, e 

any reasonable demands. 221 


Eva. But can you affection the *oman F let us com- 
mand to know that of your mouth, or of your lips; 
for divers philosophers hold, that the lips is parcel 
of the mouth; Therefore, precisely, can "_ carry 
your good- will to the maid? | | 

Shal. Cousin Abraham Slender, can on _ bes 2 

Slen. I hope, sir, —I will do, 2 — —— 
that would do reason. ; 

Eva. Nay, Got's lords ond his PIs _ must 
speak possitable, if you can carry her your desires 
towards her. | #147 I 04 AUngB 

Shal. That you must : Will you, ow good dowey 
1 1 0 f 4 5 10 38 ads 
e | B iij Saen. 
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e cousin, in any reason. 
Shal. Nay, conceive me, conceive me, Sided coz ; 
what I ey is to Fee e. coꝝæ: 1 love the 
woe 1518 439 
Slen. I — ay sir, at ayers — but if 
there be no great love in the beginning, yet heaven 
may decrease it upon better acquaintance, when we 
are \marry'd, and have more occasion to know one 
another: I hope upon familiarity will grow more 
contempt: but if you say, marry her, I will marry 
her, that I am freely dissolved, and dissolutel7ß. 
Eva. It is a fery.discretion answer; save the faul' 
is in the ort dissolutely: the ort is, according to 
our meaning, Tesolutely ;—his meaning is good. 
Sal. Ay, I think my cousin meant well. 250 
d. Mas or else 1 deere ee *. 


of. Re -enter Arn Pac. _ 
IP Here comes fair niece Anne Would 


were young for your sake, mistress Annen 
Anne. The dinner is on the de] y eng 
—— is 


Sfal. I will wait on him, "FORE . 
Eva. Od's plessed will! I will not be absence at 
the'grace, © [.sx. SHAL. and EVANS. 
Anne. Will't please your worship to come in, sir? 
- Slen. No, I thank you, forsooth, nee I am 
very well. ever DN edt 
Anne. The dinner attends you ir. " 
— 4 111 4 Slen. 
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Slen. I am not a-hungry, I thank you, forsooth : — 
Go, sirrah, for all you are my man, go, wait upon 
my cousin Shallow :-[ Exit S1 u.] A justice of peace 
sometime may be beholden to his friend for a man: 
I keep but three men and a boy yet, till my mother 
be dead: But what though: yet I live eee 
gentleman born. 

Anne. I may not go in without your — they 
will not sit, till you come. 1 871 
Slen. Ufaith, re ink you . 
as though I did. 

Ame. I'pray: you, air, walk fins * 

Slen. I had rather walk here, I thank ako 
bruis'd my shin the other day with playing at sword 
and dagger with a master of fence, tliree veneys for 
a dish of stew'd prunes; and, by my troth, I can- 
not abide the smell of hot meat since. Why do your 
dogs bark so? be there bears i' the town? 230 

Anne, 1 think, _—_ are, Ur 7 I heard them talk d 
of. 

Slen. 1 love the sport well; but I shall as soon 
quarrel at it, as any man in England: —Vou are 
afraid, if you see the bear loose, de addd.nad | 
| 0 Ay, indeed, sir. 21 | 

That's meat and eee hides 
deen —— 9 loose, twenty times; and have taken 
him by the chain: but, I warrant you, the women 
have so cry'd and shriek'd at it, that it pass'd:— 
but women, indeed, cannot abide em; they are very * 
Yl-favour'd rough things. — 12 29a 


Ne-enter 


— — 


— — 
— D — , Zr ‚—⏑§«Ü—ð;‚ e 


16 MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR, AA J. 


ct 
: : 


Re- enter PAGE. | wht 


1. ae Gm gentle master Slender, come we 
atay for you. a 

Slen. I'll eat nothing, ee Poop 1994. yr 

Page. By cock and pye, you shall — sir: 
come, come. 5 

Slen. Nay, eee x e 
Page. Come on sir. ö lla u thier 

Slen. Mistress Anne, yourself shall nite, mn 

Anne. Not I, sir; pray you, keep on.' | 

Slen, Truly, I eke aue ae r 1 il 
not do. you that wrong. . 7: Atlas 

Anne. I pray you, sit. 

- Slen. I'll rather be unmannerly, chan roublezome + 
you do yourself wrong, indeed-la, cen | 


16 
” « . 


— a 4 * 2 
is 
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{1 SCENE . nt 1. 


— 
* 
— 


Fut, Evans and Strips.” 


21. +44 T1." {72 


Eva. G0 your ways, e of Dr. Cajus' 2 


which is the way: and there dwells one mistress 


Quickly, which is in the manner of his nurse, or his 
dry nurse, or his cook, n n his washer, 
—— Gin “ tarts 2411 (een 
Simp. Well, sir. by 
Eva, Nay, it is petter Site hos ths a 
for it is a 'oman that altogether's acquaintance with 
10 mistress 
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mistress Anne Page; and the letter is, to desire and 
require her to solicit your master's desires to mistress 


Anne Page: I pray you, be gone ; I will make an 
end of my dinner ; ; there's pippins and cheese to 


come. | n 


— . — — 


SCENE Iii. 


The Garter Inn. Enter FalsTare, HosT, BaR- 
DOLPH, NYM, P1STOL, and RoBix., 


Fal. Mine host of the Garter, — 3820 

Host. What says my bully-rook ? speak scholarly, 
and wisely. 

Fal. Truly mine — 1 must turn away some of 
my followers. 

Host. Discard, bully Hercules ; cashier: let them 
wag; trot, trot. 

Fal: 1 sit at ten pounds a week. 

Host. Thou'rt an emperor, Cæsar, Keisar, and 
Pheezar. I will entertain Bardolph ; he shall draw, 
he shall tap: said I well, bully * 330 
Fal. Do so, good mine host. | 

Host. I have spoke; let him follow: Let me see 
. froth, and — I am at a word; follow. | 

[Exit Host. 
| Fat. Bardolph, follow him; a tapster is a good 
trade: An old cloak makes a new jerkin; a wither'd 
servingman, a fresh tapster ; Go, adieu. 

Bard. 


of invitation: I can construe the action of her fami- 


18 MERRY WIVES or WINDSOR: AA J. 


Bard. It is a life that IJ have desir'd : I will thrive. 

[Exit Bax Dot. 

Piat. O 1 Nee e ach wilt "og 4 spi- 
got wiel? t 

Mm. He was gotten in drink Is not the humour 

conceited? His mind is not heroic, and there s the 


humour of it. | 342 


Fal. I am glad, I am $0 acquit of this tinderbox ; 
his thefts were too open : his filching was like an un- 
skilful singer, he kept not time, 

Nym. The good humour is, to steal at a minate's 
rest. 

Pist. Convey, the wise it call; Steal! n a fo 
for the phrase | 

Fal. Well, sirs, I am almost out at woods 350 

Pist. Why then let kibes ensue. | 

Fal. There is no 2 8 I must t comey-catch, I 
must shift. 

Pist. Voung ravens must have food. 

Fal. Which of you know Ford of this town ? 

| Pix. I ken the wight ; he is of substance good. 

Fal. My honest _ I will tell e what Tam 
about. 7 

Pist. Two yards, at more, LT 359 

Fal. No quips now, Pistol: Indeed, I am in the 
waist two yards about: but I am now about no 
waste; I am about thrift. Briefly, I do mean to 
make love to Ford's wife; I spy entertainment in 
her; she discourses, she carves, she gives the leer 


liar 


r CR. - ca _ 
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liar stile; and the hardest voice of her behaviour, to 
be English'd rightly, is, I am ir John Falstaff . 
- Pist. He hath study'd her will, and translated her 
will; out of honesty into English. 369 
Vn. The anchor is deep: Will that humour 
? | 
1 Now, the report goes, she has all the rule of 
her husband's purse; she hath a legion of angels. 
Pist. As many devils entertain; and, To her, boy; 
nay I. 
Nym. The humour my it is good humour me 
the angels. | 
Fal. I have writ me here a letter to her : e 
another to Page's wife; who even now gave me good 
eyes too, examin'd my parts with most judicious 
eyeliads: sometimes the beam of her view gilded my 
foot, sometimes my portly belly. 382 
Pist. Then did the sun on dung-hill shine. 
m. I thank thee for that humour. | 
Fal. O, she did so course-o'er my exteriors with 
such a greedy intention, that the appetite of her eye 
did seem to scorch me up like a burning-glass ! 
Here's another letter to her: she bears the purse 
too; she is a region in Guiana, all gold and 
bounty. I will be cheater to them both, and they 
shall be exchequers to me; they shall be my East 
and West Indies, and I will trade to them both. 
Go, bear thou this letter to mistress Page; and thou 
this to mistress Ford: we will thrive, lads, we will 
thrive. 395 
Pit. 
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Pist. Shall I sir Pandarus of Troy become, 
And by my side wear steel? then Lucifer take all! 
Mm. I will run no base humour: here, take the 
humour letter ; I will keep the haviour of reputation: 
Fal. Hold, sirrah, bear you these letters tightly; 
Sail like my pinnace to As golden shores. 401 
[To RoBiN. 
Rogues, hence, avaunt! vanish like hail-stones, go; 
Trudge, plod, away, o' the hoof ; seek . 
pack |! 
Falstaff will learn the humour of this age, 
French _— you rogues ; myself, and skirted page: 
[Exeunt FALSTAFF and Boy. 
Pist. Let Cy gout GOT — 
| fullam holds ; 
And high and low beguiles the rich and poor : 
Tester I'll have in pouch, when thou shalt er ; 


Base Phrygian Turk! 
Mm. eeeceeeeeeee which bo Ru- 
mours of revenge. . 411 


Pist. Wilt thou revenge? 4-4 
Mm. By welkin, and her star! 
Pist. With wit, or steel? 
Nym. With both the humours, ! 
I will discuss the humour of this love to Ford. 
Pist. And I to Page shall eke unfold, 
How Falstaff, varlet vile, 
His dove will prove, his gold will hold, 
And his soft couch defile. 


„ f># Ks 8Qa{s ## £ ww 
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Mm. My humour shall not cool: I will incense 
Ford to deal with poison: I will possess him with 
yellowness, for the revolt of mien is 3 that 
is my true humour. 

Pist. Thou art the Mars of malecontents; ; Isecond 
thee; troop on. [4 Exeunt. 


— — 


e 


SCENE IW. 


Dr. Carus's House. Enter Mrs. QUICKLY, Stitr Lx, 
and JOHN RUGBY. 


Quic. What; John Rugby !|—I pray thee, go to 
the casement, and see if you can see my master, 
master Door Caius, coming; if he do, i'faith, and 
find any body in the house, here will be an old 
abusing of God's patience, and the king's English, 
Rug. I'll go watch. [Exit RUGBY. 432 
| Quic. Go; and we'll have a posset fort soon at 
night, in faith, at the latter end of a sea-coal fire, 
An honest, willing, kind fellow, as ever servant 
shall come in house withal ; and, I warrant you, no 
tell- tale, nor no breed-bate : his worst fault is, that 
he is given to prayer; he is something peevish that 
way : but no body but has his fault ;—but let that 
pass. Peter Simple, you say your name is? 440 
Sim. Ay, for fault of a better. 
| Quic. And master Slender's your master! 
Sim. Ay, forsooth. 


C 8 Quic, 
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+  Quic. Does he not wear a great round beard, like a 
glover's paring-knife ? 

Sim. No forsooth: he hath but a little wee 
face, with a little yellow beard.z a Cain-colour'd 
beard. : * 6 7 
. Quic. A softly-sprighted man, is he not? | 

Sim. Ay, forsooth : but he is as tall a man of his 
hands, as any is between this and his head ; he hath 
fought with a warrener. 452 

Quic. How say you?——oh, I should remember 
him; ö Does he not hold up his head, as it were? and 
Strut in his gait ? 

Sim. Yes, indeed, does he. 
Quic. Well, heaven send Anne Page no worse for- 
tune | Tell master parson Evans, I will dowhat I can 
for your master: Anne is a good girl; and I wich—— 
. TY Ne. enter RuGBY. 

Rug. Out, alas! here comes my master. 460 

Quic. We shall all be shent: Run in here, good 
young man; go into this closet. [Shuts SIMPLE, in the 
closet.] He will not stay long.—W hat, John Rugby! 
John, what, John, I say !-—-Go, John, go inquire 
for my master; I doubt, he be not well, that he 


comes not home yur down, doun, a-down-a, &c. 
[ Srngs. 


| "Enter Doctor Catus. Tl 


Caius. Vat is you ing! 1 do not like dese toys; 
Pray you, go and vetch me in my 5 un bauteer 
verd; 
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verd; a box, a nnn Do intend vat I speak? 
à green- a box. At 36 On 270 
Quic. Ay, forsooth, Pl fetch it you. 
I am glad he went not in himself: if he had found 
the young man, he would have been horn- mad. 
11 I[Aside. 
Caius. Fe, fe, fe, fol ma foi, il fait fort cand. 
Je m'en vai a la Cour,—la grande affaire. 8 
Quec., Is it this, Sir? 
Caius. Ouy; -mettez le au mon wockit'; Decke, 
quickly: — Vere is dat knave Rugby? 
Quic. What, John SP John! | 
- Rug. Here, Sir. 4480 
Caius. Vou are John Rugby, and you are Jack 
Rugby: Come, take-a your 4 * and come after 
my heel to de court. | 
Rug. Tis ready, Sir, here in the doeh, | 
Catus. By my trot, I tarry too long :——Od's mel 
Ou'ay j*oublie dere is ſome simples in my closet, 
dat I vill not for the varld I shall leave behind. - 
Quic. Ay mel he'll find the young man ery and 
be mad. 
Caius. O diable, diablel vat is in my closet „il. 
laine, Larros 1 Rugby, my rapier. 491 
[Puls SIMPLE out W 
Quic. Good master, be content. 
Caius. Verefore shall I be content-a? 
Quic. The young man is an honest man. 
Catus. Vat shall de honest man do in my clozet # 
dere is no honest man dat shall come in my closet. 


Cij Quic, 
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* Ouic. I beseech you, be not so flegmatic ; hear 
the truth of it. He came of an errand to me from 
parson Hugh. ö | 

Cuius. Vell. 500 

Sim. Ay, forsooth, to desire her to 

Nuic. Peace, I pray you. 

| Caius. Peace-a your tongue :—Speak-a your tale. 

Sim. To desire this honest gentlewoman, . your 
maid, to speak a good word to mistress Anne Page 
for my master in the way of marriage. 

Quic. This is all, indeed-la ; but I'll never * 
my finger in the fire, and need not. 

Talus. Sir Hugh send-a you Rugby, baillez me 
some paper: Tarry you a little while. 510 
+ Quic. I am glad he is so quiet: if he had been tho · 
roughly moved, you should have heard him so loud, 
and so melancholy : But notwithstanding, man, I'II 
do for your master what good I can: and the very 
yea and the no is, the French Doctor, my master,—I 
may call him my master, look you, for J keep his 
house; and I wash, wring, brew, bake, scour, dress 
meat and drink, make the beds, and do all myself. 

Sim. Tis a great W to come under one body's 
hand. 320 

Quic. Are you 1d o* that ? you shall find it a 
great charge: And to be up early, and down late; 
but notwithstanding (to tell you in your ear; I 
would have nowords of it), my master himself is in 
love _ mistress Anne Page 3 but, notwithstanding 

| | | Fa that, 
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that, —1 know Anne's mind,——that's neither here 
nor there. 

Caius,” You, jack'nape z give-a dis letter to sir 
Hugh; by gar, it is a shallenge: I vill cut his throat 
in de park; and I vill teach a scurvy jack- a- nape 
priest to meddle or make: ou may be gone; it 
is not good you tarry here: by gar, I will cut all 
his two stones; by gar, he shall not have a stone to 
trow at his dog. [ Exat SIMPLE, 

| Quic. Alas, he speaks but for his friend, 2. '” 

Catus. It is no matter-a for dat; do you not 
tell-a me dat I shall have Anne Page for myself 
by gar, I vill kill de jack priest; and I have ap- 
pointed mine host of de Jarterre to measure gur weas 
pow :——by gar, I vill myself have Anne Page, 540 

| Quic. Sir, the maid loyes you, and all shall be 
well: we must give folks leave to bree : What, the 
goujere! 

Caius. Rugby, come to the court vit 8 
gar, if I have not Anne Page, I shall turn your 
head out of door :——Follow my heels, Rugby. 

[Ex. Caius and Rucsy, 

| Gol. You $hall * An fools- head of your own, 

I know: Anne's mind for that :. neyer a woman 

9, Windsor knows more of Anne's. mind than I 

nnn ** I do with . I thank 

heaven. 351 
Fent. [Within.] Who? 8 withia there, ho? 

Quic. Who's there, I trow ? come near the house, 


I pray you. 
& Ci, Enter 


— 
e ] ͥͤH . &6Üͤ ] ͤ Gk ¾ —— ] .. ]¶ A ̃]⁵m — ! ̃doée e — . V 7—⏑— 7“ 


26 MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR. AT 1. 
| * Eater Mr. FENTON. 


Fent. How now, good woman; how dost thou? 
Quic. The better that it en your = worship 
to _-. 

Fent. What news? how 405 pretty mistress Anne ? 

Cuic. In truth, Sir, and she is pretty, and honest, 
and gentle; and * that is your friend, I can tell 
you that by the way, I praise heaven for it. g61 

Fent. Shall I do any good, ine thou ? shall I 
not lose my suit? 

Quic. Troth, sir, all is in his hands above: but 
notwithstanding, master Fenton, I'll be sworn on a 
book, she loves you: Have nat your 3 Aa 
wart about your eye? | 

« Fent. Ves, marty, have 1 whatof that; 368 

 Quic. Well, thereby hangs a tale good faith, 
it is such another Nan but I detest, an honest 
maid as ever broke bread ;—We had an hour's talk 
of that wart I shall never laugh but in that maid's 
company But, indeed, she is given too much to 
n and musing: But for you Well —go to. 

Fent. Well, I Shall see her to- day: Hold, there's 
money for thee; let me have thy voice in my vehals4 
it chow dera her before me, commend me— "ay 

Quic. Will I + ay, faith, that we will + and 1 will 
tell your worship more of the wart, the next time we 


have confidence; and of other wooer s. 380 
Fent. Well, farewel; Tam in great haste now. 
| | [ Exit. 


Quic. 
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Quic. Farewel to your worship. Truly, an honest 
gentleman; but Anne loves him not; I know Anne's 
mind as well as another does: Out upon't! what 
have I forgot? 1 1 ene 4 

ACT I. SCENE JI. n 


Behore Pace” $ Houce, — Mistress PAGE 1 bt a 
Letter, 


. Page. | 
Waar, have 1 'scap'd love-letters in the holy-day- 
time of my beauty, and am I now a zubject for them? 
1 me s ce: | 


eee 42285 love un 
reaton for his precisian, he admiis him not ſor his counsel- 
lor You are not young, no more am I; go to then, there's 
gym pat hy e you are merry, 50 am I; Hal ha! then there's 
more sympathy e you love sack, and 30 do I; Would you 
desire better sympathy # let it auſſice thee, mistress Page 
(at the least, if the love of a soldier can suffice), that I love 
tler; 1 will not ay, pity me, eee n 


but 1 say, love me. * 12 ; 18 
Thine own true i, YR 
By day or night, 643 5 , I wy 
Or any hand of light, | 
With all hus might, | 5 
For thee to fight, John Falstaff. 


3 What 
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What a Herod of Jewry is this ?—O wicked, wicked 
world I—one that is well nigh worn to pieces with 
age, to shew himself a young gallant! What an un- 
weigh'd behaviour has this Flemish drunkard pick' d 
(with the devil's name) out of my conversation, that 
he dares in this manner assay me? Why, he hath + 
not been thrice in my company What should I 
say to him ?—I was then frugal of. my mirth ;— 
heaven forgive me Why, 1'll exhibit a bill in the 
parliament for the putting down of men. How 
Shall I be reveng'd on him ? for reveng'd I will be, as 

pure as his guts are made of puddings. _. 29 


Enter Mistress Foxp. | 


Mrs. Ford. Mistress Page! trust me, I was going 
to your house. | 

Mrs. Page. And, es I was coming 2 you, 
You look very ill. 

- Mrs. Ford. Nay, I'll ne'er believe that 3 1 — ta 
5 ghew to the contrary. - | 

Ars. Page. Faith, but yen do, in e we F 

Mrs. Ford. Well, I do then; yet, I gay, I could 
obiow you to the ere O, ne . give 
me Some counsel wh 90 | | 

Mrs. Page. What's the 2 woman? 40 

Mrs. Ford. O woman, if it were not be one trifling 
respect, I could come to such honour ' 

Mrs. Page. Hang the trifle, woman; whe the ho- 
5 nour: What is it ?—dispense with n is 


1 
Mrs. 
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. Mrs. Ford. If I would but go to hell for an eternal 
moment, or so, I could be knighted, 

Mrs. Page. What ?—thou liest 1—Sir Alice Ford! 
— These knights will hack; and so thou shouldst not 
alter the article of thy gentry. | 50 

Mrs. Ford. We burn day-light |—here, nod read; 
—perceive how I might be knighted.—I $halt think 
the worse of fat men, as long as I have an eye to 
make difference of men's liking : And yet he would 
not swear; prais'd women's modesty; and gave such 
orderly and well-behay*'d reproof to all uncomeliness, 
that I would have sworn his disposition would have 
gone to the truth of his words: but they do no more 
adhere, and keep place together, than the hundredth 
psalm to the tune of Green S/ceves. What tempest, 
I trow, threw this whale, with so many tuns of oil in 
his belly, ashore at Windsor? How shall I bere- 
veng'd on him? I think, the best way were to en · 
tertain him with hope, till the wicked fire of lust 
have melted Jum in his own 3 5 ever 
hear the like:? 66 

Mrs. Page. Letter ſor letter; but that the name of 
Page and Ford differs . To thy great comfort in this 
mystery of ill opinions, here's the twin-brother of thy 
letter: but let thine inherit first ; for, I protest, mine 
never shall. I warrant, he hath a thousand of these 
letters, writ with blank space for different names 
(sure more), and these are of the second edition: He 
will print them out of doubt; for he cares not what 
he puts into the press, when he would put us two. 

I had 
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Ihad rather be a giantess, and lie under mount Pe- 
lion. Well, I will find you twenty . turtles, 


ere one chaste man. 


Mrs. Ford. Why, this is the very same; the very 
hand, the very words : 


6d me in this fury. 


78 


What doth he think of us? 
Mrs. Page. Nay, I know not: It makes me al- 
most ready to wrangle with mine own honesty. I'll 
entertain myself like one that I am not acquainted 
withal; for, sure, unless he knew some strain in me, 
that I know not myself, he would never have board - 


ä driitforid Boarding, el you 117 1 l be sure to 


Keep him above deck. 


Mrs. Page. So will I; z if he come under my hatch- 


89 


es, I'll never to sea again, Let's be reveng'd on him: 
E. appoint him a meeting; give him a show of 
comfort in his suit; and lead him on with a fine 
baited delay, till be hath My es * bd mine 


Host of the Garter. 


Mrs.. Ford. Nay, 1 will cooking; to at * villainy 
against him, that may not sully the chariness of our 
honesty. Oh, that my husband saw hay ven it 

, would give eternal food to his jealousy. 

Mrs, Page. Why, look, where he 4 jock my 
| good man too: he's as far from jealousy, as I am from 
giving him cause; —_ 1 1 hope, is an unmea- 

nie 95 103 


n distance. 


Mrs. Ford. You are the den en! | 
ure. Page. Let's er together sann greasy 
| ' [They retire. 
BEES: 


bit 1 


"4 


2 «of 
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Enter Foxy with P1sTOL, Pack with NyM. 


Ford. Well, I hope, it be not so. | 
Pist. . eee eee ; 
Sir John affects thy wife. : 
Ford, Why, sir, my wife is not young. 
Pist. He wooes both high and low, both rich and 
Poor, | 110 
Both young and old, one with another, Ford ; 
He loves thy gally-mawfry ; Ford, perpend. 

Ford. Love my wife? 

Pist. With liver burning hot : Prevent, or go thou, 
Like sir Actæon he, with Ring- wood at 0 heels ;— 
O, odious is the name 
Ford. What name, sir? 

Pist. The horn, I say: Farewel. 

Take heed; have open eye; for cen do foot by 


. night : 
Take heed, ere summer comes, or cuckoo- birds do 
sing.— 129 


Away, sir corporal Nym.— 

Believe it, Page; he speaks sense. [Exit pisror. 
Ford. I will be patient; I will find out this. | 
Mm. [Speaking to PAGE, ] And this is true; I like 

not the humour of lying. He hath wrong'd me in 

Some humours : I should have borne the humour'd 

letter to her; but I have a sword, and it shall bite 

upon my necessity. He loyes your wife; there's 
the short and the long. My name is corporal Nym ; ; 

I speak, and I avouch, Tis true ;—MNy name is 

Nym, 
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Nym, and Falstaff loves your wife.—Adieu | I love 
not the humour of bread and cheese; and there's the 


humour of it. Adieu. [Exit Nym, 
Page. The humour of it, quoth a'! here's a fellow 
frights humour out of its wits. | 133 


Ford. I will seek out Falstaff. 

Page. I never heard such a drawling, affecting 
rogue. 

Ford, If I do gad it, well. 

Page. I will not believe such a Cataian, though 
the priest o' the town commended him for a true 
man. 142 

Ford. Twas a good sensible fellow: Well. 

Page. How now, Meg? 

Mrs. Page. Whither go you, George? — Hark you. 

Mrs. Ford. How now, sweet Frank, why art chou 
melancholy ? 

Ford. 1 melancholy ! 1 am not t melancholy ,—Get 
you home, go. 

Mrs. Ford. Faith, thou hast some crotchets in thy 
head now.—Will you go, mistress Page? 131 

Mrs. Page. Have with you. —You'll come to din» 
ner, George ?—Look, who comes yonder : she shall 
be our messenger to this paltry knight. 

| [ Aside to Mrs, * 


Enter Mrs. QuicxI v. 


Mrs. Ford. Trust me, I thought on hey : she'll fit it. 
Mrs. Page. You are come to see my mR__ Anne? 
| Quic. 


ms 
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Ouic. Ay, forsooth ; And, T pray, how — good 
mistress Anne? | 

Mrs. Page. Go in with us, and ee; ve e 
hour's talk with you. 21-0 

[ Ex, Mrs. Pao, Mrs. "EW and Mrs. Quickrr. 

Page. How now, master Ford? 

Ford. Vou heard what this knave told me; did you 
not? * 

Page. Yes; And you heafd what the other told me? 

Ford. Do you think there is truth in them ? 

Page. Hang 'em, slaves! I do not think the knight 
would offer it: but these, that accuse him in his in- 
tent towards our wives, are a yoke of his discarded 
men ; very rogues, now they be out of service. 

Ford. Were they his mennss 170 

Page. Marry, were they. 

Ford. I like it never the better for that. Does he 
lie at the Garter? 

Page, Ay, marry, does he. If he should intend 
his voyage towards my wife, I would turn her loose 
to him; and ne be gen 1 of: her than abarp 
words, let it lie on my head. 

Ford, I do not misdoubt my wife; but I would be 
loth to turn them together: A man may be too con- 
fident: I would have nothing lie on my head: I can- 
not be thus satisfied. 181 

Page. Look, where my n host of the Garter 
comes: there is either liquor in his pate, or money 
in his purse, when he looks so merrily.—How, now, 
mine host? 


D Enter 
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Enter Host, and SHALLOW. 


Host. How, now, bully-rook ? thou'rt a „ "amy 5: ach 
cavalero-justice, I say. 8 

$hal. I follow, mine host, I follow. — Good even, 
and twenty, good master Page! Master Page, will 
you go with us? we have sport in hand. 190 

Host. Tell him, cavalero-justice ; tell him, bully- 
rook. ' , f | : , 
Shal. Sir, there is a fray to be fought, between 
sir Hugh the Welch priest, and Caius ws by n 
doctor. 

Ford. Good mine host o' the e a won with 
you. 

Host. What say'st thou, nase ? | 

[ They go @ little aside. 

Shal.. [To Pack.] Will you go with us to behold 
it? My merry host hath had the measuring of their 
weapons; and, I think, he hath appointed them con- 
trary places: for, believe me, I hear, the parson is 
no jester. Hark, I will tell [a what our sport shall 
be. 

Host. Hast thou no suit against * knight, oy 
guest-cavalier? 

Ford. None, I protest: but I'll give you a pottle 
of burat sack to give me recourse to him, and tell 
him, my name is Brook, only for a jest. 209 

Host. My hand, bully : thou shalt have egress and 
regress ; said 1 well? and thy name shall be Brook: 

It is a merry Knight, —Wil you go an-heirs? 

55 2 | | Shal, 


* & ns Wo 
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Shal. Have with you, mine host. 

Page. I have heard, the Frenchman hath goo skill 
in his rapier. 
Sal. Tut, sir, I could have told you more: In 
these times you stand on distance, your passes, stoc- 
cado's, and I know not what: tis the heart, master 
Page; tis here, tis here. I have seen the time, with 
my long sword, I would have made you four tall 
fellows skip like rats. 221 
Hlost. Here, boys, here, here! shall we wag ? 

Page. Have with you —1 * rather hear them 
scold than fight. 
{ Exeunt Host, Gat and PAGE, 
Ford. Though Page be a secure fool, and stand 
so firmly on his wife's frailty, yet I cannot put off 
my opinion so easily: She was in his company at 
Page's house; and, what they made there, I know 
not. Well, I will look further into't: and 1 have a 
disguise to sound Falstaff: If I find her honest, I lose 
not my labour; if she be otherwise, tis labour well 
bestow'd, vi nt Il [Extt. 232 


I 


| V4 


5 SCENE I. 


The Garter " — FALSTAFF and Pia 


Fal. I will not lend thee a penny. 

Pist. Why, then the world's mine oyster, which I 
with sword will open.— I will retort the sum in 
IT D ij | Fal. 


— 


36 MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR. Ad Il. 


Fal. Not a penny. I have been content, sir, you 
should lay my countenance to pawn : I have grated 
. upon my good friends for three reprieves for you and 
your .coach-fellow,, Nym; or else you had look'd 
through the grate like a geminy of baboons. I am 
damn'd in hell, for swearing to gentlemen my friends, 
you were good soldiers, and tall fellows: and when 
mistress Bridget lost the handle of her fan, I took't 
upon mine honour, thou hadst it not. 

Pist. Didst then not share? haderthou not fifteen 
pence ? 5 | 247 

Fal. Reazon; you rogue, reason: Think'st thou, 
I'll endanger my soul gratis? At a word, hang no 
more about me, I am no gibbet for you :—go.—A 
short knife and a thong,. — to your manor of Pickt- 
hatch, go. Voulll not bear a letter for me, you rogue! 
ou stand upon your honour Why, thou uncon- 
finable baseness, it is as much as I can do, to keep the 
terms of my honour precise. I, I, I. myself some- 
times, leaving the fear of heaven on the left-hand, 
and hiding-mine honour in my necessity, am fain to 
Shuffle, to hedge, and to Jurch ; and yet you, rogue, 
will ensconce your rags, your cat-a-mountain looks, 
your red-lattice phrases, and your bold-beating oaths, 
under the shelter of your hongur'! You will not do 
it, you? 1 1 $7.2) +002 

Pit. eee What . bene 
e 


= i 4 4 


© Enter Ronin, ee . 
TREE 12 


Feb. Sir, here” a woman would Speak with you. 
| Fal. 
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Fal. Let her approach. 
1 Enter Mistress QuickLy. | 


| Quic, Give your worship good-morrow. 
Fal. Good-morrow, good wife. 

Quic. Not so, an't please your n 

Fal. Good maid, then. 

Quic, I'll be sworn; as my ove was, the first 
hour I was born. | 271 

Fal. I do believe the swearer: What with me? 

Quic. Shall I vouchsafe your: worship a word or 
two? ; 

Fal. Two thousand, fair woman ; and I'll vouch-: 
safe thee the hearing. 

Luc. There is one mnustress Ford, sir; —I pray, 
come a little nearer this ways: —1 e dwell with 
master doctor Caius. | 279 

Fal. Well, on: Mistress Ford, you say. 


Quic. Your worship says very true: I pray your 


worship, come a little nearer this ways. 
Fal. I warrant thee, nobody * own 
people, mine own people. 4 


: Quic, Are they so? Heaven bless adoring * make 
them his servants! | | 

Fal. Well: mistress Ford; hat of her ? 

Ouic. Why, sir, she's a good creature. Lord, 
lard! your worship's a wanton : Well, heaven for- 
give you, and all of us, I pray! | 290 

Fal. Mistress Ford; —come, mistress Ford, — 

big OIe this is the short and the long of it z- 

(HU. D 11 you 


98 MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR» 44. 


you have brought her into such a canaries, as 'tis 
wonderful. The best courtier of them all, when the 
court lay at Windsor, could never have ADS her 
to such a canary. Yet there has been knights, and 
lords, and gentlemen, with their coaches ; I warrant 
you, coach after coach, letter after letter, gift after 
gift; smelling so sweetly (all musk), and so rusling, 
J warrant you, in silk and gold; and in such alligant 
terms; and in such wine and sugar of the best, and 
the fairest, that would have won any woman's heart; 
and, I warrant you, they could never get an eye- wink 
of her.—I had myself twenty angels given me this 
morning: but I defy all angels (in any such sort as 
they say), but in the way of honesty: and, I warrant 
you, they could never get her so much as sip on a 
cup with the proudest of them all: and yet there has 
been earls, nay, which is more, pensioners; but, I 


warrant you, all is one with her... 9310 
Fal. But mee be brief, my good 
she Mercury. 


/Quic. Marry, che hath receiy'd your 464 6 for the 
which she thanks you a thousand times: and she gives 
you to notify, that her husband will be absence from 

his house between ten and eleven. $364 

Fal. Ten and eleven. | 

« Quic. Ay, torsooth ; and then you may come and 
see the picture, she says, that you wot of z—maxter 
Ford, her husband, will be from home. Alas! the 
Sweet woman leads an ill life with him; he's a very 
jealousy man; she leads a very frampold life with 
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him, good heart. « il dor 49 323 

Fal. Ten and - hang Woman, em me to 
her; I will not fail her, 

Cuic. Why, you say well: But! n mes 
senger to your worship: Mistress Page has her hearty 
commendations to you too ;—and let me tell you in 
your ear, she's as fartuous a civil modest wife, and 
one (I tell you) that will not miss you morning nor 
evening prayer, as any is in Windsor,  whoe'er be the 
other: and she bade me tell your worship, that her 
husband is seldom from home; but, she hopes, there 
will come a time. I never knew a woman so dote 
upon a man; surely, I think you have charms, la! 
yes, in truth, 

Fal. Not I, I assure thee ; Setting the attraction of 
my good parts aside, I have no other charms. + 

Quic. Blessing on your heart for*t! NEED 

Fal. But, I pray thee, tell me this: has Ford's wife, 
and Page's wife, acquainted each other how nn 
me? 

Quic. That were a jest, indeed (thay: have not $0. 
little grace, I hope :—that were a trick, indeed! But 
mistress Page would desire you to send r 
page, of all loves; her husband has a marvellous in- 
fection to the little page: and, truly, master Page is 
an honest man. Never a wife in Windsor leads a 
better life than she does; do what she will, say what 
she will, take all, pay all, go to bed when she list, 
rise when she list, all is as she will; and, truly, she 
deserves it ; for if there be a kind woman in Windsor, 
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she is one. You must send her ener no re- 
med y: 1 #4 954 

Fal. — I will | 

- Quic, Nay, but do so then: and, ents he may 
come-and go between you both; and, in any case, 
have a-nay-word, that you may know one another's 
mind, and the boy never need to understand any 
thing; for tis not good that children should know 
any wickedness: old folks, you know, have discre- 
tion, as they say, and know the world. 362 

Fal. Fare thee well: commend me to them both: 
there's my purse; I am yet thy debtor.—Boy, go 
along with this woman.—This news distracts me 

| [ Exeunt QUICKLY and ROBIN. 

Pitt. This pink is one of Cupid's carriers ;— 

Clap on more sails; pursue; up with your fights ;  : 


Give we; She is my prize, or ocean whelm them all! 


; 2 [ Exit PIs To L. f 
Ful. Say? st thou $0, old Jack? go thy ways; I'll 
make more of thy old body than 1 have done. Will 


they yet look after thee? Wilt thou, after the expence 


6 
f 
of so much money, be now a gainer? Good body, I 
thank thee: Let them say, tis OY done, $0 it be 
fairly done, no matter, 374 \ 


Euter BARDOLPH. 


| 1 Sir john; there's one master Brook below t 
would fain speak with you, and be acquainted with t 


you; and hath sent your worship a — 5 draught 
of Sack. * | P 


Fal. 
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Fal. Brook, is his name? ULS 
Bard. Ay, sir. 380 
Fal. Call him in; [ Exit BARDorrE. ] Such Brooks 
are welcome to me, that o'erflow such liquor. Ah 
ha ! mistress Ford and mistress rage, —_ I encom- 
pass'd you ? go to; vial non Toter 


Re-enter BazvoLyk, with ForD . 4 


Ford. Bless you, sir. 
Fal. And you, sir: Would you epo with 0. | 
Ford. 1 wake bald," to press with WS ee 


tion upon you. 

Fal. You're welcome; What's your will? Give.us 

leave, drawer. | [Exit BARDOLPH» 
Ford. Sir, I am a fin gh that 1 spent much; 

my name is Brock. 392 
Fal. Good master Brook, I desire more 1 

ance of you. 


Ford. Good sir John, I sue for un: not to 
charge you; for I must let you understand, I think 
myself in better plight for a lender than you are: the 
which hath something embolden'd me to this unsea- 
son'd intrusion; for they say, if n go ee all 
ways do lie open. 400 

Fal. Money is a good soldier, sir, and will on. 

Ford. Troth, and I have a' bag of money here 
troubles me: if you will help me to bear it, sir John, 
take all, or half, for easing me of the carriage. f 

Fal. Sir, I know not how I =o 3 to be your 
N (1 24 644 ö ' 15 #96 
Ford. 
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Ford. I will tell you, sir, if you will give me the 


hearing. 
Fal. Speak, good master Brook 3 I $hall be glad to 
be your servant. 4810 


Ford. Sir, I hear you are a ahaha; will be brief 
with you ;—and you have been a man long known to 
me, though I had never so good means, as desire, to 
make myself acquainted with you. I shall discover 
a thing to you, wherein I must very mach lay open 
mine own imperfection : but, good sir John, as you 
have one eye upon my follies, as you hear them un- 
folded, turn another into the register of your own; 
that I may pass with a reproof the easier, sith you 
yourself know, how easy it is to be such an offender. 


Fal. Very well, sir; proceed. 421 
Ford. There is a — in this town, her 
husband's name is Ford. | ,"' 

Fal. Well, sir. 


Ford. I have long lov'd her, and, I protest to you, 
bestow'd much on her; follow'd her with a doting 
observance; engross'd opportunities to meet her; 
fee*d-every slight occasion, that could but niggardly 
give me sight of her; not only bought many presents 
to give her, but have given largely to many, to know 
what she would have given: briefly, I have pursued 
her, as love hath pursued me; which hath been, on 
the wing of all occasions. But whatsoever I have 
merited, either in my mind, or in my means, meed, 
Jam sure, I have received none; unless experience 
be a . that I have purchas'd at an infinite rate; 

| and 
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and that hath taught me to a this : 437 


4 like a shadow flies, when lads love Puroues 3. ; 
er that that flies, and flying what POOR | 


Fal. Have you receiv d no promise of ratiafaRtion 
at her hands? 

Ford. Never. | 

Fal. Have you importun'd her to such a r ? 

Ford. Never. 

Fal. Of what quality was your love then? 

Ford. Like a fair house, built upon another man's 
ground; so that I have lost my edifice, by mistaking 


Df. At B25. H4 a. The £3... 4 


we we * 


0 the place where I erected it. 
Fal. To what purpose have * unfolded this to 
r me? 450 


Ford. When J have told you chan; I have told you 
all. Some say, that, though she appear honest to me, 
yet, in other places, she enlargeth her mirth so far, 
that there is $hrewd construction made of her. Now, 
sir John, here is the heart of my purpose: You are a 
gentleman of excellent breeding, admirable discourse, 
of great admittance, authentic in your place and 

person, generally allow'd for your many war-like, 
court-like, and learned ane | 

Zul. O sir! 8 - 460 

Ford. Believe it, for you know it: There is money; 
spend it, spend it; spend more; spend all I have; 
only give me so much of your time in exchange of it, 


as to lay au alniable sie ge to the honesty of this Ford's 
wife: 


h ww HF << © < w eee 
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wife: use your art of wooing, win her to consent to 
you; if any man may, you may as soon as any. 

Fal. Would it apply well to the vehemence of your 
affection, that I should win what you would enjoy ? 
methinks, you as to yourself very preposte- 
rously. | ki, 470 

Ford. O, ad my drift 1 abe dwells so se- 
curely on the excellency of her honour, that the folly 
of my soul dares not present itself; she is too bright 
to be look d against. Now, could I come to her with 
any detection in my hand, my desires had instance 
and argument to commend themselves; I could drive 
her then from the ward of her purity, her reputation, 
her marriage vow, and a thousand other her defences, 
which now are too too strongly embattled against me: 
What say you to't, sir John? 480 
Fal. Master Brook, I will first make bold with your 
money; next, give me your hand; and last, as I am 
a gentleman, you shall, if you will, enjoy Ford's wife. 

Ford. O good sir! e 290 

Fal. Master Brook, I say you shall. 

Ford. Want no money, sir n you shall want 
Fal. Want no mistress Ford, master a you 
shall want none. I shall be with her (I may tell you) 
by her own appointment; even as you came in to 
me, her assistant, or go-between, parted from me: I 
say, I shall be with her between ten and eleven; for 
at that time the jealous Oe n * husband, 

| will 
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will be forth. Come you to me at night; you shall 
know how I speed. 495 

Ford, 1 am blest-in you acquaintance, Do you 
know Ford, sir? 

Fal. Hang him, poor cuckoldly knave ! I know 
him not: —yet I wrong him to call him poor; they 
say, the jealous wittolly knave hath masses of money; 
for the which, his wife seems to me well - favour'd. I 
will use her as the key of the cuckoldly rogue's cof- 
fer; and there's my harvest- home. 30g 

Ford. I would you knew Ford, sir; that you might 
avoid him, if you saw him. 

Fal. Hang him, mechanical salt butter rogue! I 
will stare him out of his wits; I will awe him with 
my cudgel; it shall hang like a meteor o'er the cuck- 
old's horns : master Brook, thou shalt know, I will 
predominate over the peasant, and thou shalt lie with 
his wife Come to me soon at night :—PFord's a 
knave, and I will aggravate his style; thou, master 
Brook, shalt know him for knave and cuckold ;— 
come to me soon at night. [ Exit, 

Ford, What a damn'd Epicurean rascal is this 
My heart is ready to crack with impatience. —Who 
says, this is improvident jealousy? my wife hath sent 
to him, the hour is fix'd, the match is made: Would 
any man have thought this? — See the hell of having a 
false woman! my bed shall be abus'd, my coffers ran- 
sack'd, my reputation gnawn at; and I shall not only 
receive this villainous wrong, but stand under the 
adoption of abominable terms, and by him that does 

l E me 
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me this wrong, Terms! names!—Amaimon sound: 
well; Lucifer, well; Barbason, well; yet they are 
devils? additions, the names of fiends : but cuckold ! 
wittol! cuckold ! the devil himself hath not such a 
name. Page is an ass, a secure ass; he will trust his 
wife, he will not be jealous: I will rather trust a 
Fleming with my butter, parson Hugh the Welch- 
man with my cheese, an Irishman with my aqua-vitz 
bottle, or a thief to walk my ambling gelding, than 

my wife with herself: then sbe plots, then she rumi- 
nates; then she devises; and what they think in their 
hearts they may effect, they will break their hearts 
but they will effect. Heaven be prais'd for my jea- 
lousy !—Eleven o'clock the hour ;—I will prevent 
this, detect my wife, be reveng'd on Falstaff, and 
laugh at Page: I will about it; — better three hours 
too soon, than a minute too late. Fie, fie, fie! cuck- 
old | cuckold! cuckold! | [ Exit, 


W ” — 


SCENE. III. 


Windsor-Park. Enter Caius and RUGBY, 
Caius. Jack Rugby! 
Rug. Sir. ELIA 
Catus. Vat is de clock, Jack? 
Rug. Tis past the hour, sir, that Sir r (Neg pro- 
mis'd to meet. 
Caius. By gar, he has save his 1 Sa he is no 


come; he has pray his Pible vell, dat he is no come: 
by 
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by gar, Jack Rugby, he is dead already, if he be 
come. 

Rug. He is wise, sir; he knew your worship would 
kill him, if he came. 

Caius. By gar, de herring is no dead, $0 as I vill 
kill him. Take your rapier, Jack; I vill tell you 
how I vill kill him. 

Rug. Alas, sir, I cannot fence. 

_ *Catus. Villan-a, take your rapier. 
Rug. Forbear ; here's company. 


Enter Host, SHALLOW, SLENDER, and Pact. 


Host. Bless thee, bully doctor. 

Shal. Save you, master doctor Caius. 569 

Page. Now, good master doctor! 

Slen. Give you good-morrow, sir. 

Caius. Vat be all you, one, two, tree, four, come 
for ? | 

Host. To see thee fight, to see thee foin, to see 
thee traverse, ta see thee here, to see thee there; to see 
thee pass thy punto, thy stock, thy reverse, thy dis- 
tance, thy montant. Is he dead, my Ethiopian? is 
he dead, my Francisco? ha, bully! What says my 
Asculapius? my Galen? my heart of elder 2 ba! is 
he dead, bully Stale ? is he dead ? 571 

Cazus, By gar, he is de coward Jack priest of the 
vorld ; he is not shew his face. | 

Host. Thou art a Castilian king, Urinal! Hector of 
Greece, my boy! 

Caius, I pray you bear vitness that mo. have stay 

E ij Six 
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six or seven, two, tree hours for him, and he is no 
come. | 

Sal. He is the wiser man, master doctor: he is a 
curer of souls, and you a curer of bodies; if you 
should fight, you go against the hair of your profes- 
sions: is it not true, master Page? WS, 382 

Page. Master Shallow, you have yourself been a 
great fighter, though now a man of peace. | 

Shal. Body-kins, master Page, though I now be 
old, and of the peace, if I see a sword out, my finger 
itches to make one: though we are justices, and doc- 
tors, and churchmen, master Page, we have some 
salt of our youth in us; we are the sons of women, 
master Page. nr 590 

Page. Tis true, master Shallow. | * 

Shal. It will be found so, master Page. Master 
doctor Caius, Jam come to fetch you home. I am 
Sworn of the peace: you have shewn yourself a wise 
physician, and sir Hugh hath shewn himself a wise 
and patient churchman : . 3 go ”_ m 
ter doctor. | 
Hast. Pardon, guest e — n monsieur 

mock-water. 

_- Caius. Mock-vater1 vat is dat ? co 

Host. Mock- water, in our 8 tongue, is va- 
Jour, bully. : 

Caius, By gar, then J have as much mock-vater as 
de Englishman ; — e by gar, 
me vill cut his ears, 

"ok He will R thee tightly, bully.” 

Caius, 
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Catus. Clapper-de-clay ! vat is dat ? 

Host. That is, he will make thee amends, | 
Cains. By gar, me do look, he shall clapper-de- 
claw me; for, by gar, me vill have it. 610 
Host. And I will provoke him to't, or let him wag. 

Caius. Me tank you for dat. 

Host. And moreover, bully, —But first, master guest, 
and master Page, and eke cavalero Slender, go you 
through the town to F rogmore. [ Asde to them. 

Page. Sir Hugh is there, is he? | 

Host. He is there: see what humour he i is in; and 
I will bring the doctor about the fields; will it do 
well? | 

- Shal. We will do it. | 620 

All. Adieu, good master doctor. 

[ Exeunt PAGE, SHALLOW, and SLENDER, 

Caius. By gar, me vill kill de priest; for he Speak 
for a jack-an-ape to Anne Page. 

Host. Let him die : but, first, sheath thy impa- 
tience; throw cold water on thy choler : go about 
the fields with me through Frogmore ; I will bring 
thee where mistress Anne Page is, at a farm-house a 
feasting; and thou shalt woo her: Cid game, said 
I well? | 629 

Caius, By gar, me tank you for dat: by gar, I 
love you; and I shall procure-a you de good guest, 
de earl, de knight, de lords, de gentlemen, my pa- 
tients, 

Host. For the which, Iwill be thy adversary toward 
Anne Page; said I well? Eg 
E iij - Caius. 
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Caius. By gar, tis good; vell rd. $1144) - 44 
Host. Let us wag then. i 4 | 
80 Come at * heels, Jack Rugby. [Exeunt, 


* 4 * 
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2 Enter Evans end SIMPLE, 
Evans. 


Iexar you now, good master Slender's N ö 


man, and friend Simple by your name, which way 
have you looked for master Caius, that calls himself 
Doctor of Physick ? 

Simp. Marry, sir, the Pitty-wary, the Park-ward, 
every way; old Windsor way, and — way but the 


town way. 

Eva. I most fchemently prone you, vou will abo 
look that way. 

Simp. I will, nee aun 


Eva. Pless my soul! how full of chelers I am, 
and trempling of mind —I shall be glad, if he have 
deceiv'd me: how melancholies I am !—I will knog 
his urinals about his knave's costard, when I have 
good opportunities for the 'ork :— 'pless K. soul! 


[Stnge. 
By shallow rivers, to whose falls E 
Melodious birds ging madrigals ; 
There will we make our peds of roses, 
And a thousand vragrant Pass. f | 
| N Ran 
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Mercy on me! 1 2 a great dispositions to cry. 

Melodious birds sing madrigals ;— 

When as I sat in Babylon 

And a thousand vragrant poxes, 

2 ep TR 
Simp. Vonder he is coming, this way, Sir Hugh. 

| Eva, oe 8 velcoine':, — 


1 P £ 


By $hallow TER to hoe falls 


Heaven prosper the right What weapons is he? 
Simp. No weapons, sir: There comes my master, 
master Shallow, and another gentleman from Frog- 
more, 'over the stile, this way. | 32 
Eva. Pray you, give me my gown ; or else keep it 
in your arms. 


Eater Pace, eee and SLENDER, 


Shal. How now, master parson ? Good-morrow; 
good sir Hugh, Keep a gamester from the dice, and 
a good student from his book, and it is wonderful. 

Slen. Ah sweet Anne Page | 

Page. Save you, good sir Hugh! 

Eva. Pless you from his mercy sake, all of you! 

Shal. What! the sword and the word! do you 
study them both, master parson ws 2 42 

Page. And youthful still, in your doublet and hose, 


this raw rheumatick day ? 
Za. 
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Eva. There is reasons and causes for it. 

Page. We are come to geh to do a N office, 
master parson. 

Eva. Fery well: What is it? 

Page. Vonder is a most reverend gentleman, who 
belike, having receiv'd wrong by some person, is at 
most odds with his own erg and n that 
ever you saw. 52 

Shal. I have liv'd fourscore years, — upward ; I 
never heard a man of his place, gravity, and wes 
so wide of his own respect. 

Eva. What is he? 

Page. I think you know him; master doctor Caius, 
the renowned French physician. 

Eva. Got's will, and his passion o' my heart! I had 
as lief you would tell me of a mess of porridge. 

Page. Why ? 61 

Eva. He has no more knowledge in Hibocrates 
and Galen,—and he is a knave besides ; a cowardly 
knave, as you would-desires to be noquiſitgd withal. 

Page. I warrant you, he's the man should fight 
with him. 

Sen, O, sweet Anne page ! 


Enter HosT, Carus, and Rur. 


Fal. It appears so, by his weapons er them 
axunder here comes doctor Caius. 

Page. Nay, good master parson, n in your 
weapon. 
| > © Shal. So do you, good master doctor. 


Hast. 
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Host. Disarm them, and let them question; let 
y them keep their limbs whole, and hack our English. 

Caius, I pray you, let-a me speak a word vit War 
ear: Verefore vill you not meet · a me? | 

Eva. Pray you, use your patience : In good time. 

Caius. By gar, you are de coward, de Jack dog, 
John ape. 79 
Eva. Pray you, let us not be laughing-stogs to 
other men's humours; I desire you in friendship, and 
" will one way or other make you amends : —I will 

knog your urinals about your knave's ang =o 
missing your meetings and appointments. ' 
, Caius. Diable jack Rugby, —mine Host de Jar- 
terre, have I not stay for him, to kill him ? have I 
1 not, at de place I did appoint? | 

Eva. As I am a Christians soul, now, look you, 
this is the place appointed; I' I be Judgment by mine 
host of the Garter, 99 

Host. Peace, I say, Gallia and Gaul, French and 
Welch, soul-curer and body-curer, 

Caius. Ay, dat is very good | excellent! 

Host. Peace, I say; hear mine host of the Garter,. 
Am ] politick? am I subtle? am I a Machiavel ? 
Shall I lose my doctor? no; he gives me the potions, 
and the motions. Shall I lose my parson ? my priest? 
1 my sir Hugh? no; he gives me the pro- verbs and the 

no- verbs. Give me thy hand, terrestrial; so: — Give 
r me thy hand, celestial ; s0,—Boys of art, I have de- 
ceiv'd you both; I have directed you to wrong 
places: your hedges are mighty, your skins are * 
WA an 


—_ WW TP © ww 


54 MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR» AA III. 


and let burnt sack be the issue. Come, lay their 
Swords to pawn: Follow me, lad of peace; follow, 
follow, follow. - __ 

Shal. Trust me, a mad host OY, gentlemen, 
follow. 

Slen. O, sweet Anne Page! , 

[ Exeunt SHAL. SLEN. PAGE, and Host. 

Caius, Ha! do I perceive dat? have you make-a 
de sot of us? ha, ha! 110 

Era. This is well; he has made us his vlouting- 
stog.—I desire you, that we may be friends; and let 
us knog our prains together, to be revenge on this 
same scald, scurvy, cogging ange the host of 


the Garter. 
Caius. By gar, vit all my heart; he promise to 


bring me vere is Anne Page: by gar, he deceive me 
too. 
Eva. wel, ky wil _ * noddles ;—Pray you 


follow. By 


— 
-— : 


SCENE 11. 


Tie Street in Windsor. Enter Mistress Pace and 
— Rosi. 


Mrs. Page. Nay, keep your way, little gallant; 
you were wont to be a follower, but now, you are a 
leader: Whether had you rather, lead mine eyes, or 
eye your master's hee's ? | | | 


| R . 


a oo aw 


Ad III. MERRYWI VES OF WINDSOR. 55 


Rob. I had rather, forsootb, go before you like a 
man, than follow him like a dwarf. 

Mrs. Page. O, you are a flattering boy; now, I Ke, 

you'll be a courtier. | | þ n 


Enter ForD. 


Ford. Well met, mistress Page: Whither go you? 
Mrs. Page. Truly, sir, to see your wife; Is she at 
home ? | 131 

Ford. Ay; and as idle as she may hang together, 
for want of company: I think, if your busbands 
were dead, you two would marry. 

Mrs. Page. Be sure of that, - two other husbands, 

Ford. Where had you this pretty weather-cock ? 

Mrs. Page. I cannot tell what the dickens his name 
is my husband had him of: What do you call your 
knight's name, sirrah? 

Rob. Sir John Falstaff. 

Ford. Sir John Falstaff 

Mrs. Page. He, he; I can never hit on's name. 
There is such a league between my good man and he! 
—Is your wife at home, indeed ? 

Ford. Indeed, $he is. | 

Mrs. Page. By your leave, sir I am sick, till I 
see her. [ Exeunt Mrs. Pac and RoBiN. 

Ford. Has Page any brains? hath he any eyes? 
hath he any thinking? sure they sleep; he hath no 
use of them. Why, this boy will carry a letter twen- 
ty miles, as easy as a cannon will shoot point-blank 
twelve score. He pieces-out his wife's inclination ; he 

gives 
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gives her folly motion, and advantage; and now she's 
going to my wife, and Falstaff's boy with her. A 
man may hear this shower sing in the wind and Fal- 
staff's boy with her Good plots !--they are laid; 
and our revolted wives share damnation together. 
Well; I will take him, then torture my wife, pluck 
the borrow'd veil of modesty from the so seeming 
mistress Page, divulge Page himself for a secure and 
wilful Actæon; and to these violent proceedings all my 
neighbours shall, ery aim. The clock gives me my 
cue, and my assurance bids me search; there I shall 
find Falstaff: I shall be rather prais'd for this, than 
mock'd ; for it is as positive as the earth is firm, that 
Falstaff is there: I will go. 166 


Enter PAGE, SHALLOW, SLevveR, Hout, EVANS, 
and Calvs. 


Shal. Page, &c. Well met, master Ford. 

Ford. Trust me, a good knot: I have good cheer 
at home; and, I pray you, all go with me 
Sal. I must excuse myself, master Ford. 

Slen. And so must I, sir; we have appointed to 
dine with mistress Anne, and I would not break with 
her for more money than I'll speak off. 

Shal. We have linger d about a match between 
Anne Page and my cousin nder, and * day we 
shall have our answer. 

Slen. I hope, I have your * will, father . 

Page, You have, master Slender; I stand wholly 

x Ie "ſig * : [vs for 
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for you: but my wife, master doctor, is for you al- 
together. 180 

Caius. Ay, by gar; and de maid is love- a me; my 
nursh-a Quickly tell me so mush. 

Host. What say you to young master Fenton? he 
capers, he dances, he has eyes of youth, he writes 
verses, he speaks holy-day, he smells April and May: 
he will carry't, he will carry't; 'tis in his buttons; 
he will carry't. 

Page. Not by my consent, I promise you. The 
gentleman is of no having : he kept company with 
the wild prince and Poins; he is of too high a re- 
gion, he knows too much. No, he shall not knit a 
knot, in his fortunes with the finger of my substance: 
if he take her, let him take her simply; the wealth 
1 have waits on my consent, and my consent goes not 
that way, _ 195 

Ford, I beseech you, heartily, some of you go home 
with me to dinner: besides your cheer, you shall have 
sport; I will shew you a monster,—Master doctor, 
you Shall go 3-50 shall you, master Page; — and you, 
sir Hugh. . 200 

Shal, Well, fare you well :—we shall have the freer 
wooing at master Page i d (7 | 

Caius. Go home, John Rugby; I come anon. 

Host. Farewel, my hearts: I will to my honest 
knight Falstaff, and drink canary with him. 

Ford. [ Aside] I think, I shall drink in pipe-wine 
first with him; I'll make him dance. Will you go, 
gentles ? N 

Y F All. 
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All. Have with you, to see this monster. 


I[Exeunt. 
SCENE III. 
Foxy! s House. Enter — ForD, Mrs, reer, * 
Servants with a Bas let. 
Mrs. Ford. What, John ! what, Robert ! 210 


Mrs. Page. Quickly, quickly; is the buck-basket— 
Mrs. Ford. I warrant :—— What, Robin, I say. 
Mrs. Page. Come, come, come. 

Mrs. Ford. Here, set it down. 

Mrs. Page. Give your men the charge; ; we must 
be brief. 

Mrs. Ford. Marry, as I told you before, John, and 
Robert, be ready here hard by in the brew-house ; 
and when I suddenly call on/ you, come forth, and 
(without any pause or staggering) take this basket on 
your Shoulders : that done, trudge with it in all haste, 
and carry it among the whitsters in Datchet mead, 
and there empty it in the muddy ditch, close by the 
Thames side. 224 

Mrs. Page. Vou will do it? | 

Mrs. Ford. 1 have told them over and over; they 
lack no direction: "Be gone, and come when you are 
call d. | [ Exeunt Servants. 

Ars. Page. Here comes little Robin, 
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Enter RoniN. 


Mrs. Ford. How now, my eyas-musket? what news 
with you? | 231 

Rob. My master sir John is come in at your back- 
door, mistress Ford ; and requests your company. 

Mrs. Page. You little Jack-a-lent, have you been 
true to us ? | 

Rob. Ay, I'll be worn: My master knows not of 
your being here; and hath threaten'd to put me into 
everlasting liberty, if I tell you of it ; ; for, he swears, 
he'll turn me away. 239 

Mrs, Page. Thou'rt a good boy; this secrecy of 
thine shall be a tailor to thee, and shall make thee a 
new doublet and hose.— I'll go hide me. 

Mrs. Ford. Do so: Go tell thy master, I am alone. 
Mistress Page, remember you your cue. 

[Exit only: 

Mrs. Page. I warrant thee ; if I do not act it, hiss 
me. [ Exit Mrs. PAGE. 

Mrs. Ford. Go to then ;—we'll use this unwhole- 
some humidity, this gross watry pumpion ;—we'll 
teach him to know turtles from jays. 249 


Enter FALSTAFPP, 


Fal. Have I caught thee, my heavenly jewel? Why, 
now let me die, for I have liv'd long enough; this is 
the period of my ambition: O this blessed hour ! 

Mrs. Ford. O sweet sir John! | | 

Fal. Mistress Ford, I cannot cog, I c. 2 

'* 000 m 88 
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mistress Ford. Now shall I sin in my wish: I would 
thy husband were dead; I'll speak it before the best 
lord, I would make thee my lady. 
Mrs. Ford. 1 your lady, sir Joha 25 I should 
be a pitiful lady. 259 
Fal. Let the court of France shew me such ano- 
cher; I see how thine eye would emulate the diamond: 
Thou hast the right arched bent of the brow, that 
becomes the $hip-tire, the tire-valiant, or any tire of 
Venetian admittance, 
Mrs. Ford. A plain kerchief, sir " my brows 
become nothing else ; nor that well neither, 
Fal. Thou art a traitor to say so: thou would'st 
make an absolute courtier ; and the firm fixture of 
thy foot would give an excellent motion to thy gait, in 
a semi-circled farthingale. I see what thou wert, if 
fortune thy foe were not; nature is thy friend: Come, 
thou canst not hide it. 272 
Mrs. Ford. Believe me, | there's no such thing ir in 
me. 
Fal. What made me love thee ? let 1 persuade 
thee, there's something extraordinary in thee. Come, 
I cannot cog, and say, thou art this and that, like a 
many of these lisping haw-thorn buds, that come like 
women in men's apparel, and smell like Bucklers-bury 
in simple- time; I cannot : but I love thee none but 
thee; and thou deservest it. 1 1 
Mrs. Ford. Do not betray me, sir; I fear, you love 
mistress Page. 


Hul. Thou might'st as vel say, 1 love to walk by 
the 
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the Counter-gate ; which is as hateful to me as the 
reek of a lime-kiln, | 

Mrs. Ford. Well, heaven 3 how 1 love you; 
and you shall one day find it. | 

Fal. Keep in that mind; I'll deserve i it. 

Mrs. Ford. Nay, I must tell you, so you do; or 
else I could not be in that mind. 291 

Rob. [Within] Mistress Ford, mistress Ford here's 
mistress Page at the door, sweating, and blowing, 
and looking wildly, . and would needs speak with you 
presently. 

Tal. She shall not see me; I will ensconce me be- 
hind the arras. 

Mrs. Ford. Pray you, Tay so; she's a very tattling 


WOMAN — [Fals rA hages himself. 


What's the matter? how now? _. goo 
Mrs. Page, O mistress Ford, what have yau done? 
you're sham' d, you are overthrown, you are undone 
for ever. 
Mrs. Ford, What's the matter, good 1 Page ? 
Mrs. Page. O well-a-day, mistress Ford! having 
an honest man to your husband, to give him such 
cause of suspicion! 
Mrs. Ford. What cause of suspicion? 
Mrs. Page. What cause of suspicion ?—Out upon 
you! how am I mistook in you? l 
Mrs. Ford. Why, alas! what's the matter? 
Mrs. Page. Your husband's coming hither, woman, 
Fiij with 
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tleman, that, he says, is here now in the house, by 
your consent, to take an ill advantage of his absence: | 
You are undone. a | 


Mrs. Ford. Sons louder.— Aude] 'Tis 1 not so, I 
hope. 
Mrs. Page. Pray heaven it be not so, that you have 
uch a man here; but tis most certain your husband's 
coming with half Windsor at his heels, to search for 
such a one. I come before to tell you: If you know 

yourself clear, why I am glad of it: but if you have 
| a friend here, convey, convey him out, Be not 
| 


with all the officers in Windsor, to search for a gen- 


amaz'd ; call all your senses to you; defend your re- 

putation, or bid farewel to your good life for ever. 
Mrs. Ford. What shall I do: There is a gentleman, 
my dear friend; and I fear not mine own shame, 80 
much as his peril: I had rather than a thousand 
pound, he were out of the house. | aa 
: Mrs. Page, For shame, never stand you had rather, 
and you had rather; your husband's here at hand, be- 
| think you of some conveyance : in the house you 
cannot hide him,—Oh, how have you deceived me! 
Look, here is a basket ; if he be of any reasonable 
stature, he may creep in here; and throw foul linen 


upon him, as if it were going to bucking : Or, it is 
whiting time, send him by your two men 70 Patchet 


mead, 
Mrs. Ford. He's too big to go in there; What shall 
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Re-enter Fals TAF. 


—— — 


Fal. Let me see't, let me $ee't! O let me see't! I'll 
in, I'll in follow your friend's counsel ;—P'll in. 

Mrs. Page. What! sir John Falstaff? Are these 
your letters, knight ? 

Fal. I love thee,—help me away: let me creep in 
here ; I'll never 

[ He goes into the Bastet, they cover him with foul 
Linen, 

Mrs. Page. Help to cover your master, boy: Call 
your men, mistress Ford :—You dissembling knight ! 
Mrs. Ford, What, John, Robert, John! Go take 
up these clothes here, quickly; Where's the cowl 
Staff ? look, how you drumble : carry them to the, 
laundress in Datchet mead ; quickly, come, 353 


5 Ne 


Enter Fox D, PAGE, Calvs, and Sir HUGH EvANs. 


Ford. Pray you, come near; if I suspect without 
cause, why then make sport at me, then Jet me be, 
your jest, I deserve it. How now? whither bear you 
this ? 

Serv. To the laundress, forsooth. 

Mrs. Ford. Why, what have you to do whither they 
bear it ? you were best meddle with buck-washing. . 

Ford. Buck ? I would I could wash myself of the 
buck! Buck, buck, buck? Ay, buck ; I warrant you, 
buck; and of the season too, it shall appear, [Exeunt 
Servants with the Basſet.] Gentlemen, I have dream'd 
to-night; I'll tell you my dream, Here, here, here 

3 be 
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be my keys : ascend my chambers, search, seek, find 
out: I'll warrant, we'll unkennel the fox :— Let me 
Stop this way first 8, now uncape. 368 

Page. Good master Ford, be contented: you 
wrong yourself too much. 

Ford. True, master Page up, gentlemen; ; you 
Shall see sport anon: follow me, gentlemen. Exit. 

Eva. This is fery fantastical humours, and jea- 
lousies. 

Caius. By gar, tis no de fashion of France: it is 

not jealous in France. 

Page. Nay, follow him, gentlemen; see the i issue 
of his search. IeExeunt. 

Mrs. Page. Is there not a double excellency i in this ? 

Mrs. Ford. 1 know not which pleases me better, 
that my husband is deceiv'd, or sir John. 381 

Mrs. Page. What a taking was he in, when your 
husband ask'd who was in the bäsket! 

Mrs. Ford. I am half afraid, he will have need of 
washing; 80 throwing him into the water ty do him 
a benefit. 

Mrs. Page. Hang him, dishonest at I would, 
all of the same strain were in the same distress. 
Mrs. Ford. I think, my husband hath some special 
suspicion of F alstaff's being here; for I never saw 
him 50 gross in his jealousy till now. 391 
Au. Page. I will lay a plot to try that: And we 
will yet have more tricks with Falstaff: his dissolute 
disease will scarce obey this medicine. 


Mrs. = = Shia we send that foolish e mis- 
tress 


- 


55 
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tress Quickly, to him, and excuse his throwing i into 
the water; and give him another 128 to betray him 
to another punishment ? _ 

Mrs. Page. We'll do it; let him be sent for to· mor- 
row eight o'clock, to have amends, 409 


-F 


Re-enter ForD, Pace, 2 the n at a n 


Ford. 1 cannot find him: may be the knave brag'd 
of that he could not compass. 
© Mrs. Page. Heard you that? 

Mrs. Ford. I, I; peace ;>—You use me well, 
master Ford, do you? 

Ford. Ay, I do so. 

Mrs. Ford. Heaven make you better than your 


thoughts ; 
Ford. Amen, | 
Mrs. Page. You do yourself mighty was master 

Ford. 8 411 


Ford. Ay, ay; I must bear it. 

Eva. If there be any pody in the house, and i in the 
chambers, and in the coffers, and in the presses, hea- 
ven forgive my sins at the day of judgment! 
Caius. By gar, nor I too; dere is no bodies. 
Page. Fie, fie, master 1 — 
what spirit, what devil suggests this imagination? I 
would not have your distemper in wh kind, for the 
wealth of Windsor-Castlec 7 4482826 

Ford. Tis my fault, master Tage 1 suffer for ãt. 

Eva. You suffer for a pad conscience: your wite 
Is AS honest a *omans, as I will desires among five 
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turd. 


BO "9 Enter Fin ron and Mice Has PAGE. 


Therefore no more turn me to him, ect Nan. 


thousand, and ſive hundred too. 

Caius. By gar, I see tis an bonest woman. 
Ford. Well;—I promis'd you a dinner: Come, 
come, walk in the park : I pray you, pardon me; I 
will hereafter make known to you, why I have done 
this. Come, wife; come, mistress Page ; I pray you 
pardon me; pray heartily, pardon me. 430 

Page. Let's go in, gentlemen; but, trust me, we'll 
mock him. I do invite you to-morrow morning to 
my house to breakfast ; after, we'll a birding toge- 
ther; I have a fine hawk for the bush: shall It be so? 
Ford. Any thing. 

Eva. If there is one, I shall make two in the com- 


. 
Caius. If there be one or two, 1 shall make-a de 


449 


wn > 6 3 af <& >. 


Eva. In your teeth: :=>for Shame. 

Ford. Pray you go, master Page. 

Eva. I pray you now, remembrance N on 
the lousy knave, mine host. | | 

Caius. Dat is good; by gar, vit all wy heart. 

Eva. A lousy knave; to have his gibes, and his 
mockeries. . [ Exeunt, 
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Fent. 1 cee, I cannot get thy father's love; 


Anne. 
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Anne, Alas! how then? 60 | 
Fent. Why, thou must be thyself, _ 3 


p He doth obje&, I am too great of birth; ; 

' And that, my state being gall'd with my expence, 

f I seek to heal it only by his wealth: - 
Besides these, other bars he lays before me,. 

a My riots past, my wild societies; | boa 


And tells me, tis a thing impossible 
I should love thee, but as a property. 

Anne. May be, he tells you true. 

Fent. No, heaven so speed me in my a iel 
Albeit, I will confess, thy father's wealth 469 
Was the first motive that I woo'd thee, Anne: 
Yet, wooing thee, I found thee of more value 


ww 


? Than stamps in gold, or sums in sealed bags; 

And 'tis the very riches of n 5 
2 WH That now I aim at. 

Anne. Gentle master Fenton, 

n Yet seek my father's love; still seek it, sir * 

If opportunity and humblest suit | 
; Cannot attain it, why then. Hark you hither. 
N FENTON and Mistress ANNE go apart. 


Enter SHALLOW, SLENDER, and Mrs. QuickLy, 77 


al. Break their talk, mistress Quickly ; ; my kins- 
man $hall speak for himself. 471 

Slen. I'll make a shaft or a bolt on't : *slid, tis but 
renturing. 

Sl. Be not dismay'\. 


CODE OE eee tee Tar ee Ee ee r ͤ — 
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Slen. No, she shall not dismay me: I care not for 
that, — but that I am afeard. 
Quic. Hark ye; master Slender would apeak a word 


with you. 
Anne. 1 come to bim,—This is my father's choice, 


O, what a world of vile ill-favour'd faults 480 
Look handsome in three hundred pounds a year! 
[ Aside, 
OQuic. And how does good master Fenton ? Pray 
you, a word with you. 
Shal. She's coming; to her, coz. O boy, thou 
hadst a father! | 
Slen. I had a father, mistress Anne ;—my uncle 
can tell you good jests of him :—Pray you, uncle, 
tell mistress Anne the jest, how my father stole two 
geese out of a pen, good uncle. 
Slal. Mistress Anne, my cousin loves you. 490 
O gn. Ay, that I do; as 12 as I love any woman 
in Glocestershire. 
Shal. He will maintain you like : a gentlewoman. 
Slen. Ay, that I will, come cut and long tail, un. 
der the degree of a squire. 
Shal. He will make you a hundred and Ar N 
jointure. 
Anne. Good master Shallow, let him woo for himsel 
Sal. Marry, I thank you for it; I thank you for 
that—good comfort. She calls you, coz : I'll leave 
you. | 55 
Anne. Now, master Slender. 
Slen. Now, good mistress Anne. 
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Anne, What is your will; = 

Slen,, My will? od's nen i that's a e jent;) 
ipdeed! I ne'er made my will yet, I thank heaven; 
I am not such a sickly creature, I give heaven praise. 
Anne. I mean, — TY what would you 
with me?: n e 

Slen. Truly, Hon mine own Pry I would little or 
nothing with you: Your father, and my uncle, have 
made motions: if it be my luck, so; if not, happy 
man be his dole ! They can tell you how: things go, 
better than I can; You "__ ak. you father; here 
he comes. 0 


Enter Pact, * Mistress Pack. 


Page. Now, master Slender —Love him, danghter 
Annas. f 15 
Why how now! what does master. Fenton have? | 
You wrong me, sir, thus still to haunt my house : 
I told you, sir, my daughter is dispas'd of. 
Fent. Nay, master Page, be not impatient. .- 320 
Mrs. Page. Good master 2 8. come wm to AP 
child. 
Page. She is no match for vou. 
Fent. Sir, will you hear me? 
Page. No, good master Fenton. 
Come, master Shallow ; come, son Slender; in :— 
Knowing my mind, you wrong me, master Fenton. 
[ Exeunt PAGE, SHALLOW, and SLENDER... | 
Quic, Speak to mistress Page. 1 
Fent, Good mistress Page, for tbat 1 love your 
daughter 
1 In 
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water for such a kind heart. But yet, I would my 


had her; or, in sooth, I would master Fenton tad 


Act Il. 
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In such a righteous fashion as Ido, 0 
Perforce; against all checks, rebikes, and a, 

I: must advance the colours of my love, 331 

And not retire : Let me have your goodwill. 
Anne. Good mother, do not marry me to yon” fool. 
- Mrs. Page. I mean it . I "mop mow a ren 

band. 1 480 

Duc. That's mann r | doftor; * 

Ane. Alas, I had rather be set quick i' the — 

And bowPd to death with turnips. 

Mrs. Page. Come, trouble not al Good 

master Fenton, 110 

I will not be your friend nor enemy ; _. 

My daughter will I question how slie loves you, 549 

And as I find her, so am I affected 

Till then, farewel, sir :—She mu needs go ir in. 

Her father will —_— Yak; eller 6 4 
v Farewel, gentle = FUN "Rory Mow. | 
Quic. This is my doing now;—Nay; said I, will 

you cast away your. child on a fool, and a physieian 

Look on master Fenton: — this is my doing. 

Fent. I thank thee; and Þ pray thee, once to- night 
give my sweet Nan * a i VEAL oo thy pains. 
Quic. Now heaven aids thee good fortune! A kind 
heart he hath : à woman would run through fire and 
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master had mistress Anne; or I would master Slender 


her: 
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her: I will do what I can for them all three! for $0 
I have promis'd, and I'll be as good as my word 
but speciously for master Fenton. Well, 1 must of 
another errand to Sir John Falstaff for my two mis- 
m n.. to slack it? | [ Exab. 


"Om 1 * 4 
Tack _—_ 4 n » +3 $3 -& 


SCENE La 


. The Garter * Exter aa BARDOLPH. 


Fal. Bardolph, I SQ — #3: gie 

Bard, Here, sir. | 

Fal. Go fetch me a quart of sack; de x toast in't, 
[Exit Ba RD. ] Have I hiv'd to be carried in a basket, 
like a barrow of butcher's offal; and to be thrown 
into the Thames? Well; if I be-serv'd such another 
trick, I'll have my brains 'ta*en out, and butter'd, and 
give them to a dog for a new year's gift. The Togues 
slighted me into the river with as little remorse as 
they would have drown'd a bitch's blind puppies, 
fifteen i' the litter: and you may know by my sie, 
that I have a kind of alacrity in sinking; if the bot - 
tom were as deep as hell, I should down. I had 
been drown'd, but that the shore was shelvy am $hal- 
low ; a death that I abhor; for the water swells a 
man; and what a thing should I have been, when 1 
had been zwell'd 4 I W 
mummy. | | 56577 


| Re-enter Ya parka ne.. 


Now, is the sack brew'd? 
G 1; 
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Bard. Ay, sir: there's 8 a Wonkali below would Speak 
with you. 

Fal. Come, let me pour in some sack to the Thames 
water; for my belly s as cold, as if I had swallow'd 
snow- balls for pills to c6ol the eint. Car her in. 
Bard. Come in, Woman. * 


Euter Mrs. QuickLyY. 
Quic. By yotir leave; I cry you _ ne 


your worship good morrow. 
Fal. Take away these chalices: .Go brew me a pot 
| * of sack finelay. | N | 
Bard: With eggs, sir̃²k as 1 
Fal. Simple of itself; * no pllt oper in my 
brewage.—How now? 391 


Nuic. Marry, TW J come to your worthip 1 


n "Bade: Mistress Ford! A allah had feed en I 
was ne the ford; I have my * 3 
ford. wane et ban : if as" 
Quix. Alas che dayl e that was not her 
Haulf: she does so takt on with! her 3 d mis- 
—— rofe 211 221 Rot! 
Ful. So did Lunnbes 10 bod en a) footih WO- 
| 'man's fee. biuodz 7 601 
Quic. Well, she laments, cit, for it, thati it 2e 3 
yern your heart to see it. Her husband goes this morn- 
ing a birding ; she desires you once more to come to 
her between eight and nine: I must carry her word 
quickly: she'll make you amends, I warrant you. 
Wan r Fal. 
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Fal. well I will visit her: Tell her so and bid 
her think, what a man is: let her.contider his frailty, 


and then judge of my merit. 


Quic. I will tell her, 610 
Fal. Do so. Between nine and ten, san 8t thou ? 
Cuic. Eight and nine, sir. 1 12 
Fal. Well, be gone: 1 ll not nis ler. bad 
Quic. Peace be with you, sir! [Exit. 
Fal. I marvel, I hear not of actor Brook; he sent 
me word to stay within: I like his e mal Oh, 
here he comes. | t 


Euer Fond. 


Ford. Bless you, Sir 

Fal. Now, master Brook? you come to know what 
hath pass d between, me and Ford's wife? 620 

Ford. That, indeed, sir John, is my business, ue 

Tal. Master Brook, I will not lie to you I as at 


51 
i) =» 


her house the hour she appointed me. * 


Ford. And you sped, sir? 

Fal. Very ill-favour'dly, master "ory 8 
Ford, How, Six? Did she change her determination? 
Fal. No, master Brock: but the peaking cornuto 


her husband, master Brock, dwelling in a cogtinual 
*larum of jealousy, comes me in the instant of our 
encounter, after we had embrac'd,, kiss d, protested, 
and, as it were, spoke the prologue of our comedy; 


and at his heels 3 rabble of his companions, thither 
provok'd and instigated by his distemper, and for- 
500th, to search his house for his wife's love. 534 

| Gi n Ford. 
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Ford. What, while you were there? 
Ful. While I was there. 1 
Ford. And did he search for you, and could not 
find you ? 

Ful. You shall hear. As — kick would le it, 
comes in one mistress Page; gives intelligence of 
Ford's approach; and, by her invention, and Ford's 

- wife's distraction, they convey'd me into a buck-basket. 
Ford. A buck-basket! I | 643 

Fal. Vea, a buck-basket :' ramm'd me in with foul 
Shirts and smocks, socks, foul stockings, and greasy 
napkins ; that, master Brook, there was the rankest 
compound of villanous 1 chat ever offended 
nostril. ; 

Ford. And how long fa you there? 1 5 

Fal. Nay, you shall hear, master Brook, what I have 
raſfer'@ G bein hie bret to evil for your good, 

Being thus crammid in the basket, à couple of Ford's 

knaves, his hinds, were callid forth by their mistress, 

to carry me in the name of foul clothes to Datchet- 
lane: they took me on their shoulders; met the jea- 
lous Krave their iulaster in the door; who ask'd them 
once or twice, what they had in their basket: I quak'd 

for fear, lest the lunatic knave would have Search'd 
it; but fate, ordaining he should be a cuckold, held 
his band. Well; on went he for a search, and away 

Vent I for fout clothes But mark the sequel, master 

Brook: I suffer'd the panigs of three several deaths: 

first, an intolerable fright, to be detected with a jea- 


ous rotten bell. weather: next, to be compass 'd, like 
a good 
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a good bilbo, in the circumference of a peck, kilt 
to point, heel to head: and then, to be stopp'd in, 
like a strong distillation, with stinking clothes that 
fretted in their own grease : think of that, -a man 
of my kidney think of that; that am as subject to 
heat, as butter; a man of continual dissolution and 
thaw ; it was a miracle, to scape suffocation. And in 
the height of this bath, when I was more than half 
stew'd in grease, like a Dutch dish, to be thrown into 
the Thames, and cool'd, glowing hot, in that surge, 
like a horse-shoe; think of * hot think 
of that, master Brook. 676 

Ford: In good sadness, sir, I am sorry that for my 
sake you have suffer'd all this. My suit is then des- 
perate; you'll undertake her no more ? 

Fal. Master Brook, I will be thrown into Ztna, as 
I have been into Thames, ere I will leave herithus, 
Her husband is this morning gone a birding : I have 
receiv*d from her another embassy of meeting; 'twixt 
eight and nine is the hour, master Brook. 684 

Ford. Tis past eight already, sir. 
Fal. Is it? J will then address me to my appoint- 


ment. Come to me at your convenient leisure, and 


you shall know how I speed; and the eonclusion shall 


be crown'd with your enjoying her: Adieu. You shall 


have her, master Brook; 1aaster Brook, you shall 
cuckold Ford. 57-4 / oh 141: Blais rior 
Ford. Hum! ha! is this a vision? is this a dream? 
do I sleep? master Ford, awake; awake, master Ford; 
there's a hole made in your best coat, master Ford. 
This 
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This tis to be married | this tis to have linen, and 
buck-baskets Well, I will proclaim myself what I 
am : I will now take the lecher; he is at my bouse, 
he cannot 'scape me; tis impossible he should; he 


cannot creep into a half- penny purse, nor into a pep- 


per- box : but, lest the devil that guides him should 


aid him, I will search impossible places. Though 
what I am I cannot avoid, yet to be what I would 


not, shall not make me tame: if I have horns to 


— let nenn, go with me, I'll be 


- horn-mad. 1117 4 — 706 


Ac Iv. SCENE 1, 


— —_—- „ ˖—— — 
* 6 


y 


PaGz's House. Enter Mrs. Pact, Mrs; QuroxLy, 
wil and WILLIAM, 


Mrs. Page. 
15 he at master Ford's already, think'st thou ? 
Quic, Sure, he is by this; or will be presently: 
but truly, he is very courageous mad, about his throw- 
ing into the water. PC en ee 
u | 
Ars. Page 11 * with W 2 0 is yu but 
wing my young man here to school: Look, where 
his master comes; tis a playing-day, I see. 


Euter 


3 


wy P — 1-1 ( we 
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_ Sir —— Evaks. 


How now, sir Hugh? 1 no school to-day? ' 9 
Eva. No; master Slender is let the boys leave to 
play. 


Quic, Blessing of his heart! 

Mrs. Page. Sir Hugh, my husband says, my son 
profits nothing in the world at his book; I pray you, 
ask him some questions in his icciiithcs.” 

Eva. Come hither, William. — - hold up your 
head; comm. | | 

Mrs. Page. Come on, sirrah; hold up your head; 
answer your master, be not afraid. 

Eva. William, how many cries is in nouns ? 

Will. Two. 21 

Quic. Truly I thotight there had been one number 
more; because they say, od's nouns. 

Eva. Peace your taings; What is. fazr, „ 

Will. Pulcher. 

Quic. Poulcats ! there are fairer ety" than poul- 
cats, sure. 

Eva. You are a very simplicity *oman ; 1 pray you, 
peace. What is Lapis, Willam ? | ap | 

Will. A stone. * 30 

Eva. And what is a stone, William? n 

Mill. A pebble, en 

Eva. No, it is 3 1 pray Jou, remember in 
your prain. 

Will. Lapis. | 
Eva, 
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Eva. That is a good William: ere William, 
that does lend articles? 

Will. Articles are borrow'd of the pronoun; and 
be thus declin'd, Sengulartter, nominati vo, lic, Ac, 
hoc. 49 

Eva. Nominativo, lig, hag, hog ;—pray you, mark: 
genitivo, hujus; Well, what is your accusative case ? 
| Will. Accusative, hanc. | 

Eva. I pray you, have your remembrance, child; 
Accusativo, hung, hang, hog. "7 

Quic. Hang hog is Latin for bacon, I warrant you. 
Era. Leave your prabbles, oman. What is the 
focative case, William ? 

Will. O—vocative, TM 
Eva. Remember, William, focative is, cares, 50 
. Quic. And that's a good root. 

Eva. Oman, forbear. | 
. Mrs. Page. Peace. | 

_ What is your genitive 4 plural, William? 

Vill. Cenitive case | 7 + 

2 Ay. ; 

. Vengeance of Cin s case! fie on her — 
never name her, child, if she be a whore. 

Eva. For shame, omann. 60 

Cuic. You do ill to teach the child such words: he 
teaches him to hick and to hack, which they'll do fast 
enough of themselves; : and to call horum: — fie upon 
you ! 


Lua. Oman art thou lunatics ? hast tho: no - as. 
standing 


: 


1 


> F © 


4d MERRY WIVES or WitDsoR/ 79 
standing for thy cases, and the numbers of the gen- 
ders? thou art a foolish Christian nn as F 
would desire. | 


Mrs. Page. Pr'ythee, hold thy peace. 69 


Eva. Shew me now, William, some declensions of 
your pronouns. | 


Will. Forsooth, J have forgot. 

Eva. It is kt, ke, cod; if you Gam your + hier; 
your d, and your cods, you must en Go 
your ways and play, go. | 

Mrs. Page. He is A . 1 thought 
he was. 

Eva. He is a cod sprag memory. Farewel, mis- 


tress Page. 79 

Mrs. Page. Adieu, good sir Hugh, Get you 1. 
boy.— Come, we stay too long. ¶Exeunt. 
at | 5» e 


SCENE II. 


Ford's House. Enter FALSTAFPF, and Mrs. For. 


Fal. Mistress Ford, your sorrow hath-eaten np my 
zufferance: I see, you are obsequious in your love, 
and I profess requital to a hair's breadth;; not only, 
mistress Ford, in the simple office of love, but in all 
che accoutrement, complement, and ceremony of it. 
But are you sure of your husband now ”"o—nOhd 
Mrs. Ford. He's a birding, sweet sir John. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Page.. CEO: What. hoa, gossip Ford! 


what hoa! 10 90 
Mrs. Ford, n into the cb. sir ns IG 
l Exit FALSTAPEF., 


Enter Mrs. Pace. 


Mrs. Page. How now, sweetheart? who's at home 
besides yourself? 
© Mrs, Ford. Why, none but mine own a people. 
Mrs. Page. Indeed ? : 
Mrs. Ford. No, 65.06% PA em louder. [ Ange, 
Mrs. Page. Truly, I am so glad you have nobody 
bers, h | 
Mrs. Ford. Why? | 99 
Mrs. Page. Why, woman, your husband is im his 
old lunes again: he so takes on yonder with my 
husband; so rails against all married mankind ; so 
curses all Eve's daughters, of what complexion so- 
ever; and so buffets himself on the forehead, crying, 
Peer- out, peer-out | that any madness, I ever yet be- 
held, seem'd but tameness, civility, and patience, 
to this distemper he is in now: I am glad the fat 
knight is not here. 
Mrs. Ford. Why, does he talk of him ? 109 
Mrs. Page. Of none but him; and swears, he was 
carried out, the last time he. zearch'd tor him, in a 
basket: protests to my husband, he i is now here; and 
hath drawn him and the rest of their company from 
their sport, to make another experiment of his sus. 
l \ picion: 


- 
* 
= 
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picion: but I am glad the knight is not ads now he 
shall see his own foolery. 

Mrs. Ford. How near is he, mitwren Page 9. 

Mrs. Page. Hard by; at n. he will be here 
anon. 

Mrs, Ford. 1 am undone 1—the knight is here. 120 

Mrs. Page. Why, then thou art utterly sham'd, 
and he's but a dead man. What a woman are you? 
Away with him, away with him; better shame than 
murder. 

Mrs, Ford. Which way should he go? how Should 
I bestow him: Shall I put him MT ber. ? 


Enter FALSTAFF. | 
Fal. No, I'll come no more i' the basket: May 1 
not go out, ere he come ? F 128 


Mrs. Page. Alas, three of master - Ford's Wee 
watch the door with pistols, that none should issue 
out; otherwise you might slip away ere he came.— 
But what make you here? 

Fal. What shall 1 do? I'll r up into the 
chimney. 5 

Mrs. Ford. There they abrays use to discharge 
their birding- pieces: creep into the Kun- hole. 

Fal. Where is it? 

Mrs. Ford. He will seek there on 1 . Nei- 
ther press, coffer, chest, trunk, well, vault, but he 
hath an abstract for the remembrance of such places, 
and goes to them by * note: There is no hiding you 
in the house. | 142 

| H | Fal. 
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Fal. I'll go out ten. | 

Mrs. Ford. If you go out in your ae 
you die, sir John; unless you go 1 
How might we disguise him ? VG ITT 3% 

Mrs. Page. Alas the day, I know not, There is 
no woman's gown big enough for him; otherwise, he 
„ ee eren a muffler, * kerchief, and so 
escape. a ann 

Ful. Good hearts, Jevidedomncthing n a 
ul than a mischief. 

Mrs. Ford. rr, er women of 
Brentford, has a gown above. 11 

Mrs. Page. On my word, it wil Serve him; ; he's 5 
as big as he is: and there's her thrum _ and her 

muffler too: Run up, sir John. ; 

Mrs. Ford. Go, go, sweet sir John: mistress Page, 
and I, will look some linen for your head. 139 

Mrs. Page. Quick, quick; we'll come ones you 
— put on the: gun the'while, ; 

Exit | FALSTAPFF. 

Mrs. Ford; I would, my husband would meet him 

in this shape; he cannot abide the old woman of 

Brentford ; he swears, she's a witch; forbade her my 
house, and hath threatened to beat her. 

Mrs. * * Heaven guide him to thy husband's 
eudgel ; and the devil guide his cudgel afterwards! 

Mrs. Ford. But is my husband coming? 

Mrs. Page. Ay, in good sadness, is he; and 
talks of the basket too, howsvever he hath had in- 
telligence. le 

* . Mrs, 


FS: 


R ibs thomech-of Breatford., 
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| Mrs. Ford. We'll try that; for Ell appoint my men 
to carry the basket again, to meet him at the door 


with it, as they did last time. 


Mrs. Page. Nays, but he'll be hare pen, let's 


Mrs. Ford. I'll first direct my men on they shall 


do with the basket. Go up, rungen forbim 
straight. 


Urs. Page. Hang him, dichonest varlet}, we cannot 


misuse him enough. 181 


We'll leave a proof, by that which we will do, 


Wives may be merry, and yet honest too : 
We do not act, that often jest and laugh; 


*Tis old but true, Still swine eat all the draug l. 


Mrs. Ford. Go, sirs, take the basket again on your 
shoulders; your master is hard at door; if he bid 
you set it down, obey him: quickly, dispatch. 

[Exeunt Mrs, PAGE, and Mrs, For. 


Enter Servants with the Basket, 


1 Serv. Coms, come, take up. | 
2 Serv, Pray heaven, it be not full of the knight 


again, 191 
1 Serv. I hope not; I had 45 lef ber 501 much 
lead, 


Enter Fozp, Snayzow, Pace, Caius, and Sir 


Hud EVANS. 


Ford. Ay, but if it prove true, master Page, ave 


you any way then to unfool me again Set down the 
H ij basket, 


84 MERRY WIVESs or wixbsot. AQ IV, 
basket, villain :—Somebody call my wife: Vouth in 
a basket Oh, you panderly rascals! there's a knot, 
a gang, a pack, a conspiracy against me: Now shall 
the devil be sham'd. What! wife, I 6ay1 come, 
come forth; behold what Boese 1 # how send 
forth to bleaching. 201 
Page. Why, this passes] Master Ford, you are 
2 to =p loose any longer ; you must be pinion'd. 
. 5 Why, this is lunatics ! menen 
—4 
Shal. Indeed, master Ford, this is not well; indeed. 


Enter Mrs. 1 


Ford. So say I too, sir. Come hither, mistress 
Ford; — mistress Ford, the honest woman, the modest 
wife, the virtuous creature, that hath the jealous fool 
to her husband my 3 andes cause, mistress, 
do 1: 2 211 

Mrs. Ford, Heaven be my ny you do, if you 
suspect me in any dishonesty. 

Ford. Well said, brazen- face; hold it out. Come 
forth, sirrah. [ Pulls the Clothes out of the _ 

Page. This passes. 

Mrs. Ford. Are 41 not asham'd , let the _ 
alone. 

Ford. TI $shall find you anon: _ 

Eva. "Tis unreasonable! will you take 1 up your 
wife's clothes ? come away. 221 
Ford. Empty the basket, I say. 0 | 

Mrs. Ford. Why, man; — 8 * 

| | Ford. 
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Ford. Master Page, as I am a man, there was one 


> convey'd out of my house yesterday in this basket; 


Why may not he be there again? In my house I am 
sure he is; my intelligence is true; my jealousy is 


reasonable: Pluck me out all the linen. 


Mrs. Ford. If you find a man there, he sliall die a 
flea's death. 230 

Page. Here's no man. 

Sia. By my fidelity, this is not well, master Ford; 
this wrongs you. 

Fus. Master Ford, you must pray, and not follow 

the imagiĩnations of your own heart: this is jealousies. 

Ford, Well, he's not here I seek ſor. 


Page. No, nor no where else but in your brain. 


Fard. Help to search my house this one time: if I 
find not what I seek, shew no colour for my extre- 
mity, let me for ever be your table- sport; let them 
say of me, As jealous as Ford, that search'd a hollow _ 
wall-nut for his wife's leman. Satisfy me once more, 
pace more search-with me. 243 

| Mrs. Ford. What hoa, mistress page! come you, 
and the old woman — ; my en n come in- 
to the chamber. af; 

Ford. Old woman! what old woman's that ? 

Mrs. Ford. Why it is my maid's aunt of Brent- 
ford. 249 


Ford. A witch, à quean, an old cozeriing quean ! 


Have I not forbid her my house? She comes of er- 
rands, does zhe? We are simple men; we do not 
know what's brought to pass under the profession of 
Hiij fortune- 
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« fortune-telling. She works by charms, by spells, by 
the figure, and such daubery, as this is: beyond our 
element: we know nothing. Come down, you 
witch; you hag you, come down, I say; 

Mrs. Ford. Nay, good, sweet husband; — good gen- 
tlemen, let him not strike the old woman. 259 


Enter FALSTAFF in Women's Clothes, led by Mrs. PAGE, 


Mrs. Page, Come, mother Prat, nr give me 


your hand. | 
Ford. I'll prat her: Out of my . you witch! 


[Beats him.) you hag, you baggage, you poulcat, 
you ronyon! out! out! Pl OO you, I'll fortune- 
fell gou 35; 14s | [Exit FaLlsTary, 

Mrs. Page. Are you not Aham d'? I I you 
have kill'd the poor woman, ; 

Mrs. Ford, Nay, he will do it Ins a » goodly cre- 
dit for you. | 

Ford. Hang her, vitch ! 1 10H ,b 

Eva. By yea and no, I think, the oman is a witch 
indeed: I like not when a n hpi 
F spy a great peard under his muffle.. 

Ford. Will you follow, gentlemen ? I bendsch you, 
follow; see but the issue of my jealousy: if I cry 
out thus upon no trail, never trust me when I * 
again. 

Page. Let's obey his humour, a "Re fiaettier 
Come, gentlemen. + [ Exeunt. 


Mrs. Page. Trust me, he beat. him: most pitifulhy. 
! A LYILLW Mrs. 


court, and they are going to meet him. 
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"Mrs. Ford. Nay, by the mass, that he did not ; he 


beat him most unpitifully, methought. 


Mrs. Page. 1'll have the cudgel hallow'd, and hung 
o'er the altar; it hath done meritorious service. 
Mrs. Ford. What think you? may we, with the 


warrant of woman-hood, and the witness of a good 
conscience, pursue him with any further revenge? 


Mrs. Page. The spirit of wantonness is, sure, scar'd 
out of him; if the devil have him not in fee-simple, 
with fineand recovery, he will never, I think, in the 


way of waste, attempt. us. again. 291 
Mrs. Ford. Shall we tell our husbands how we have 
served him? 


Mrs. Page. Vea, by all means; -if it be but to 
scrape the figures out of your backhand? s brains, If 
they can find in their hearts, the poor unvirtuous fat 
knight shall be any further afflifted, we two will be 
still the ministers. 

Mrs. Ford. I'll warrant, they'll have him publickly 
sham'd : and, methinks, there would be no period to 
the jest, should he not be publickly sham'd. 301 

Mrs. Page. Come, to the forge with it then, shape 
it : I would not have things cool. [ Exeunt. 


» 


—_— * — _ 


SCENE Ml, 


— — 


The Garter Inn. Enter Host and Banbal rn. 


Bard. Sir, the Germans desire to have three of 
your horses: the duke himself will be to-morrow at 


Host. 
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Host. What duke should that be, comes so $ecretly ? 
I hear not of him in the court: let me speak with the 
gentlemen ; they speak English ? 

Bard. Sir, I'll call them to you. 910 
Host. They shall have my horses; but I'll make 
them pay, I'll sauce them: they have had my houses 
a week at command; I have turn'd away my other 
guests: they must come off; 1 I'll sauce them; come. 

m 


8 * » . 4 a ht. Aa 


SCENE IV. 


ForD's House. Enter Pack, Fog p, Mrs. Pace, 
Mrs. FORD, and Sir HUGH EVANS. 


Eva. Tis one of the best discretions of a omans 
as ever I did look upon. 
Page. And did he send you both these letters at an 
instant ? 
Mrs, Page. Within a 14 of an hour. 
Ford. Pardon me, wife: Bauer farts do what thou 
wilt; | 320 
1 rather will suspect the sun with cold, 50 
Than thee with wantonness : now doth thy honour 
stand, 
In him that was of late an berker, 
As firm as faith. | $ 
Page. Tis well, *tis well; no more. 
He not as extreme in nien Rte 
As in offence; 1 1 


* 


„ 
— 
* 
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But let our plot go forward: let our wives | 
Yet once again, to make us public sport. 
Appoint a meeting with this old fat fellow, 330 
Where we may take him, and disgrace him for it. 
Ford. There is no better way than ou "they 
spoke of. 
Page. How to send him word they'l meet him in 
the park 
At midnight! fie, fie; he will never come. 
Eva. Vou say, he hath been-thrown into the rivers ; 
and hath been grievously peaten, as an old 'oman : 
methinks, there should be terrors in him, that he 
Should not come; methinks, his flesh is — he 
shall have no desires. 


Page. So think I too. | | 340 
Mrs. Ford. Devise but how you'll use Nen when he 
comes, 


And let us two devise to bring him hither. | 
Mrs. Page. There is an old 1. goes, a _—_ 
the hunter, 
Sometune a keeper here in Windsor forest, 
Doth all the winter time, at still midnight, | 
Walk round-about an oak, with great ragg'd horns ; 
And there he blasts the tree, and takes the cattle ; 
And makes milch-kine yield blood, and Shakes a 
chain 
In a most hideous and dreadful manner : 
You have heard of such a spirit; and well you 
know, 350 
The superstitious idle- headed eld | 
Receiv'd, 
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Receiv' d, and did deliver to our age, 
This tale of Herne the hunter for a truth, _ 
S Page. Why, yet there want not many, that do 
fear 
In deep of night to walk by this Herve 5 oak 1 


But what of this ? 

© Mrs. Ford. Marry, this is our device 

That Falstaff at that oak shall meet with us. 

We'll send him word to meet us in the field, 

Duri like Ons with huge born on his 
head. 

Page. Well, let it od hs doubted but he'll come, 

And in this shape; When you have n him 
thither, 

What shall be done with him ? what is your plot ? 

Mrs. Page. That e we have a upon, 

and thus: 

Nan Page my daughter, * 4 little son, 

And three or four more of their growth, we'll dress 

Like urchins, ouphes, and fairies, green and white, 

With rounds. of waxen tapers on their heads, 

And rattles in their hands; upon a sudden, 

As Falstaff, she, and I, are newly met, 370 

Let them from forth a saw-pit rush at once 

With some diffused song: upon their sight, 

We two in great amazedness will fly: 

Then let them all encircle him about, | 
And, fairy-like, to-pinch the unclean knight; 
And ask him, why, that hour of fairy revel, 
In their so sacred paths he dares to tread 


In 


* 
. 
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In shape prophane? | 

Mrs. Ford. And till he tell the truth, | 
Let the supposed fairies pinch him — 380 
And burn him with their tapers. F961 01 

Mrs. Page. The truth being known, 

We'll all present ourselves ; dis-horn the "_ 
And mock him home to Windsor. 

Ford. The children must 
Be practis'd well to this, or they'll ne' er at. 

Eva. I will teach the children their behaviours ; 
and J will be like a jack-an-apes also, to burn the 
knight with my taber. 

Ford. This will be excellent. T'll go. buy them 
vizards. 991 
Mrs. Page. My Nan shall be the queen of all the 

fairies, 
Finely attired in a robe of white. 

Page. That silk will J go buy; and, in that time 
Shall master Slender steal my Nan away, Aude. 
And marry her at Eton.— G0, dend 2 Cy 

straight. 

Tord. Nay, I'll to him U. er i the name of 

Brook: 1 OY 
He'll tell me all his purpose. Sure, nech come ch 
Mrs. Page. Fear not you 1 Go bes us oe 
peyties + | 
And tricking for our fairies: © © 40 

Eva. Let us about it: It is nn 
and fery honest knaveries. 

(Ex. Pact, Fond, and Evans; 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Page. Go, mistress Ford, +75. 1 

er te- to sir John, to know SEA 

(baue ett for [Exit Mrs. * 
rl to the . he a my Mp Wil, 55: hs 
And none but he, to marry with Nan Page. 
That Slender, though well landed, is an ideot ; 
And he my husband best of all affects ; _ 
The door is well money'd, and his friends 
Potent at m_ 2 ar none but he shall * 


| her, # '1 x40 
if Though twenty — wortier come: crave her. 
| | AE n 
| a — — 1 4 TALON 4a. alt Ii: tai . 

t (4 | 5 

„7 „ rom fr ty 8 SCENE n * # K 4 


1 — 


The Garter Inn. Enter Host and stur Lk. : 
Host. What would'st thou have, boor? what, | 
thick-skin ? e breathe, mp bs * 


quick, snap. 0 W a 
Simp. — sir, Te come owe with ir John 
Falstaff from master Slender | By 


Hast. There's his chamber, his * his can, t 

his standing · bed, and truekle - bed; tis painted about MW * 
with the story of the prodigal, fresh and new: Go, 
knock and call; he'}l speak like an ae een 
unto thee : 2 % 4249 4421 
_Simp.. There's an old woman, a fat woman gone up 
into his chamber; I'll be so bold as stay, sir, till sbe *. 
come down; I come to speak with her, indeed. 


— N 
86289 * \ 


Hat 
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Host. Ha l a fat woman! the knight may berobb'd; 
I'll cal. — Bully knight ! Bully sir John | speak 
from thy lungs military: Art thou there? it 1 


bY thine __ calls, 


Faiorary hand 


| Babs Hom naw, nian bon d- 1 2 + 

Host, Here's a Bohemian-Tartar aaa 
ing down of thy fat woman: Let her descend, bully, 
let her descend ; my chambers are honourable :- Fie! 


privacy? fie 10 = ; * 1 433 


1 


Enter FALSTAFF., 


Fal. There was, mine host, an old fat Weben 
now with me; but she's gone. 

Simp, Pray you, sir, was't not the wise woman of 
Brentford ? - » 4% 

Fal. Ay, marry ok, el hell; Wat would 
you witk her? {+ 

Simp. My master, sir, master Slender nent to hr; 


seeing her go through the street, to know, air, whe+ 


ther one Nym, sir, that beguil'd him of a chain, had 
the chain, or no. | 443 
Fal. 1 spake with the old woman about it. 
Simp. And what says she, I. pray, sir? 
Fal. Marry, she says, that the very same man, that 
beguil'd master Slender of his chain, cozen'd him of 
it, 1:20 388 | 53 | 
Simp. I. would I could have spoken with the wo: 
| I man 


| 


— ä6—̃ — —LU—U—' . 
* ———— — — 


k: „ 58f mn — — — 
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man herself; I had — . lay 
her too, from him. | Ne 751 


Ful. Whatiade they'? let us abw. 

Host. Ay, come; quick. ' | | 

Simp. I may not conceal them, sir. 

Fal. Conceal them, or thou dy'st. 

Simp. Why, sir, they were nothing but about mis- 
tress Anne Page; to OS Rs . master 
1 to have her, or no. f 

Ful. Tis, tis his fortune. * Mah 

Gimp: What, sir ?ʒ; | 46⁰ 

Fal. To have her—or no: Gey say the woman 
told me $0. 

* May I be so bold to 20 & 50, sir? 
al. Ay, vir Tike; like who more bold. 

"Wm I thank your worship: I shall make my 
master glad with these tidings.' [Exit Sxur. 

Host. Thou art clerkly, thou art clerkly, sir John: 
was there à wise woman with thee ? | 
al. Ay, that there was, mine host; one, that 
taught me more wit than ever I learn'd before in 
my life : and I paid eee but was 
— my learning. Fs | 478 


5 3 @ 


AS i 
43 c5488&* 


Bard. Out, alas, sir! .cozenage | anode. nahe 

Host. Where W, — eso of them, 
vazletto. | 

Bard. Gd an PS pen 


n „ me of, from be- 
hird 
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hind one of them, in a slough of mire; and set spurs, 

and away, like three German Rome three Doctor 

Faustus s. 443880 

Host. E villain: 

do not say, they are fled; a —— 
| Enter Sir Hu on Eyans. PRO. 


1 Ing ES | 
* Whereis mine host 13 er Mom 1 thn 
Host. What is the matter, sir? ae 1 qe 
Lua. Have a care of your entertiowents; there i 


a friend of mine come to town, tells me, there is 
three couzin-germans, that hath cozen'd all the hosts 


of Readings, of Maidenhead, of Colebrooke, of 
horses and money. I tell you ſor good will, look 
you: r. ire wise, and full of gibes and vlouting- 
stogs ; and tis not convenient you should be cozen'd : 
Fare you well. EI 492 


Enter Carus. ace 0 


Coins, vere is mine Hoe ds darth Qs 
Host. Here, master ee. in perplexitys. and 
doubtful dilemma. ? | 
Caius, I cannot tell vat is 3 But it is tell a- me, 
* * make à grand preparation for a duke de Ja- 
by my trot, dere is no duke, dat the court is 
bow, to come: I tell you for good vill: adieu. ; 
—_ [ Exit, 
Host. Hue and cry, 2 go! assist me, knight; 
I am undone ; Ay, run, hue and ery, villain! I am 


undone | | Exit. 508 
Ii 1 Fal. 
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Ful. I would all the world might be cozen'd; for 


1 have been cozen'd, and beaten too. If it should 


come to the ear of the court, how I have been trans. 
form'd; and how my transformation hath been wash'd 
and cudgel'd, they would melt me out of my fat, 
drop by drop, and liquor fishermen's boots with me; 
I warrant they would whip me with their fine wits, 
till I were as crest-faln as a dry'd pear, I never 
prosper d since I forswore-myself at Primero. Well, 
if my wind were but long 1 to say my prayers, 
e yas iy rw FE | b 513 


Euter Mistress Geng 


125 whence come you ? 


" Quic. From the two parties, forsooth. 
Fal. The devil take one party, and his dam the 
other, and so they shall be both bestow'd! I havesif- 
fer'd more for their sakes, more, than the villanous 
inconstancy of man's disposition is able to bear. 

Quic. And have not they suffer'd? yes, I warrant, 
$peciously one of them ; mistress Ford, good heart, 
is beaten black and blue, that you's cannot see a white 
spot about her.. | 523 
Fal. What tell'st thou me of black and blue; I was 


| beaten myself into all the colours of the rainbow; and 


I was like to be apprehended for the witch of Brent- 
ford; but that my admirable dexterity of wit, coun- 
terfeiting the action of an old woman, deliver'd me, 
the knave constable had set me i _ ＋ 52 i the 
common stocks, for a witch, | 530 


Quic, 


— 


OF WINDSOR ., ene 6. 


YN 


Act 4. MERRY WIVES 


* 


8 Wa; . 
OR 
11 


A 


12.1784 i 


* 


Crrgnuon ſoulp. 


M HENDERSON ir FALSTAFF, 


% 


« HY „eee 


* 


0 


a loller oil 2 


CONC 04D 
Prmted. for John Bell Britiſh Library Strand London, Jan 


ON 


Rhamberg del * 


Ad IV. MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR. 97 


Quic. Sir, let me speak with you in your chamber: 
you shall hear how things go ; and, I warrant, to your 
content, Here is a letter will say somewhat. Good 
hearts, what ado is here to bring you together | sure, 
one of you does not serve heaven well, that you are 


$0 cross'd. 
Fal. Come up into my chamber. 


— — 


SCENE VI. 


— 


Enter FENrTON and Host. 


Host. Master Fenton, talk not to me; my mind is 
heavy, I will give over all. 
Fent. eee Assist me in my 
n 
And, as I am a gentleman, rl give thee 540 
A hundred pound in gold, more than your loss. 
Host. I will hear you, master Fenton ; and I will, 
at the least keep your counsel. 
Fent. From time ta. time I have . you 
With the dear love I bear to fair Anne Page; 
Who, mutually, hath answer'd my affection 
(So far forth as herself might be her chuser) 
Even to my wish: I have a letter from her 
Of such contents as you will wonder at; 
The mirth whereof's so larded with my matter, 550 
That neither, singly, can be manifested, | 
Without the shew of both: Fat sir John Falstaff 
111 Hath 
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8 ieee e jest 

280 [Shewing a Letter. 
rl "I you here at hg Hark, good mine host: 
To- night at Herne's oak, just *twixt twelve and one, 
Must my sweet Nan present the fairy queen; 
The purpose why, is here; in which disguise, 
While other jests are something rank on foot, 
Her father hath commanded her to slip 
Away with Slender, and with him at Eton 560 
Immediately to Rye. she hath consented : now, 

Sir, 

Her mother, even strong against hs match, 
And firm for doctor Caius, hath appointed 
That he shall likewise shuffle her away, 
While other sports are tasking of their minds, 
And at the deanery, where a priest attends, 
Straight marry her: to this her mother's plot 
She, seemingly obedient, likewise hath " 
Made promise to the doctor: Now, thus it rests; 
Her father means zhe shall be all in white; 570 
And in that habit, when Slender sees * 
To take her by the hand, and bid her go, 
She shall go with him: —her mother hath intended, 
The better tu devote her to the doctor 
(For they must all be mask d and vizarded), 
That, quaint in green, she shall be loose enrob'd, 
With ribbands pendant, flaring bout her head; 
And when the doctar spies his vantage ripe, 
To pinch her by the hand, and, on that token, 


The maid bath given ere to go with him. 3055 
el Host. 
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Host. Which means she to deceive ? eg 
ther? 
Fent. Both, my good host, to go along with me: 
And here it rests,—that you'll procure the vicar 
To stay for me at church, *twixt twelve and one, fx 
And, in the lawful name of marrying, 
To give our hearts united ceremony. | 
Host, Well, husband your device ;.T'll to the 
vicar 
Bring you the maid, you chall not lack a priest. 
Fent. So shall I evermore be bound to thee; 
Besides, I'll make a present recompencde. 690 
| | [ Exeunt, 


-. 


Ar. SCENEL, _ 


6 


Enter FALSTAPF and Mrs, QuickLy, 
„ £3) 
Pa rem no more pratling 3 hold: 
This is the third time; I hope, good luck hes in odd 
numbers. Away, go; they say, there is divinity in 
odd numbers, either in nativity, chance, or death. 
Away, 
Quic, I'll provide you a chain; and I'll do what 1 
can to get you a pair of horns, - 
N [ Exit Mr . duet f. 
Fal. 
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ann Away, I say; time wears : hold up your 


head, and mince. | 989 


Enter Foxp. % 


We tbr Brook ? Master Brook, the matter 
will be known to-night, ar never. Be you in the 
Park about Dr en at Herne's oak, and you shall 
se wonders. 

Ford. Went you not to her yexterday, Sir, as you 
told me you had appointed? | 15 

Fal. I went to her, master Brook, as you see, like 
a poor old man: hut I came from her, master Brook, 
like a poor old woman, That same knave, Ford her 
husband, hath the finest mad devil of jealousy in him, 
master Brook, that ever govern'd frenzy. I will tell 
you.—He beat mg grieyously, in the shape of a wo- 
man; for in the shape of tnah, master Brook, I fear 
not Goliah with a weaver's beam ; because I know 
also, life i is a shuttle. I am base; go along with 
me; I'll tell you all, master Brook. Since I pluck'd 
geese, play'd truant, and whipp'd top, I knew not 
what *twas to be beaten, till lately. Follow me: I'll 
tell you strange things of this kna ve Ford; on whom 


to-night I will be teveng'd, and I will deliver his 
wife into your hand. Follow: e things in 


hand, master Brook ! follow. n 31 
[ Exeunt, 


SCENE 


0 


— 
— 


1 


E 
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+4 ”_ ? ; ws 


3 © SCENE 1. 5 


1 n "TI 1 5 13; 


Windsor Park. 85 PAGE, cbs SLEN TTY 
Page. Come, come; we'll couch i” the castle-ditchz 


+ till we see the light of our fairies, Remenibery son 
Slender, my daughter. 2 71 


Slen. Ay, foi sooth; I have spoke with her, and 
we have a nay- word how to know one another. 1 
come to her in white, and cry, num; re —_ 
and by that we know one another.. 

Shal. That's good too; But what needs either your 
mum, or her budget f the white will decipher her well 
enough.—It hath struck ten oclock; 471 

Page. The night is dark; light and spirits will be- 
come it well. Heaven prosper our sport V No man 
means evil but the devil, and we shall know him by 
his horns. Let's away; follow me. Exeunt. 


—— — + *—x — — — — . 


SCENE ul. 


4 


ee as. — 
: 


Enter Mistress PAGE, Mixeress Foro, and Dr, Carvs. 


Mrs. Page. Master doctor, my daughter is in green: 
when you see your time, take her by the hand, away 
with her to the deanery, and dispatch it quickly: G0 
before into the park ; we two must go together. 49 

Caius, I know vat I have to do; Adieu. [ Exits 

Mrs. Page, Fare you well, sir. My husband will 
not rejoice so much at the abuse of Falstaff, as he 

will 
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will chafe at the doctor; s marrying my daughter: but 
tis no matter; better 4 little chiding, than a great 
d of heart - bre: * 

1 Ts. Ford. W is Nan now, "nd £27 troop of 
fairies ? and the Welch devil Evans 
Arg. Hage. They are all couch'd is a pit hard by 
Herne's oak, with obscur'd lights; which, at the very 
instant of Halstaff s nnd our e they will at once 
Aisplay to the nine. 61 


Mrs. Ford. „ SS IN hie. 
Mrs. Page. If he be not amar d, he will be-mock'd; 


if he be amaz'd, he will every ay be mock d. 
i! Mres Ford. We U betray him finely. 
2 Page. * such ann, * thei 


Hrs lechery, 
Thene at hay them desen. 
oak 1 " . 9 lf T7  [Exeunt."] 7% 69 
0 f | 
W 2 1 ; 
— 
ei dees 45414 7% 8 


Enter Sir Non Evays, and Fairies. | 


2 


Tua. Trib, Aa anies; come; and Wen bor 
ee be pold, I pray you; follow me into the 
pit; and when I give the watch-'ords, do as I pid 
you; AW. . e __ ie e 


177 i; ws 
111 11 N 1 b 1411 7 9 


* * 
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"SCENE Y; Sit 26440 av% 1 


al e quod Lig 1 
@ wollat 
nr biuvid- with a Af, e. e, 


Fil. The Windsor belh hath struck twchve zy hb 
minute draws on: Now, the hot-blooded gods avgist 
mel Remember, Jove, thou wast a buld for thy Bu 
ropa; love set on thy horns—Oꝛ powerful Ide 
that, in some respects, makes a beast a mn in me 
other, a man a beast. Vou were ul Jupitet; a Wan, 
for the love of Leda Oh, omnipotent love # How 
near the god drew to the complexion af & gd A 
fault done first in the form of a beast 0 jove, a 
beastly fault land then anôther fault in the sam- 
blance of a fowl - think ot, | Jove q 4 foul fault 
When gods have hot backs, what sha poor men do 
For me, I am here a Windsor stag; and the fattest, 
I think, i' the forest: Send me a cob ru. Hine, Jane, 
or who can blame me to Pl a tallowꝰ Who comes 
here? my doe? 89 


n 


Enter Mitress Foxy and 33 1 a Fi 


Mrs. Ford. Six John ? jr thou theres my dee my 
male deer? 0 b 

Fal. My doe with the Wee Aenne 
potatoes; let it thunder to the tune of Green Sleedes; 
hail kissing-comfits, and snow eringoes ; let there come 
a tempest of provocation, I will shelter me here. 


1 


Mrs. Ford. Mistress Page is come wich me, eet⸗-⸗ 
heart, | 2 97 
| Fal. 


—— — — 
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Fal. Divide me like a.bribe-buck, each a haunch : 
I will keep my sides.to myself,. my shoulders for the 


fellow of this walk, and my horns I bequeath your 
husbands. Am 1 ” woodman ? ha! Speak I like 


Herne the hunter Why, now. is Cupid a child of 


conscience: e restitution. As I am a true 


spirit, welcome! Lig #40 48: Rn. 


| | Mrs. n + 4683 965 | 


Ars, Ford. Heaven — our sins! _ 


Fal. What shall this be? ee 
ve Mrs. Ford. "Away, ay. 12894 Io | 
Ars. Pages | Cad lt ot eb buy 21 
A ol eee & 10 at1 1 GThe: omen ran. out. 


Fal. 1 think the devil will-not dt Dada, lest 
the oil that is, in me should set de he never 


Jens... {Soft 476d hog 121141 


24 E 1 LT FY Xt 
<A * " 


| Pur Sir How lk «Say -QurexLy, and WY 


tt. dien d like. Fairtes,- with Tupers. © ug 
C5 | . 

Quic. Fairies, black, grey, green, and white 
You moon-shine revellers, and shades of night, 


You orphan-heirs af fixed destiny, 


's LI 


Attend your office, and your quality. 


W make the fairy o- yes. 
Esa. Elves, ln your names; silence, you airy 
"+? toys. ths aß 


| Cricket, to Windsor chimneys shalt thou leap 2 : 


Where fires thou, find'st unrak' * nl hearths un- 


1 swept, | 
| 2 | T here 


mm 


here 
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There pinch, the maids as blue as bilberr : 120 
Our radiant queen hates sluts, and Sluttery. 
Fal. They are fairies; he that: Gm 

Shall die; l 
—— No man their works mot ey 
| Lies down upon fs Fact, 


Foa Where's Bede 0 vou, and where you 


find a maid, 

That, ere she sleep, hath thrice hes a Said; 

Rein up the organs of her fantasy ; = | 

Sleep she as sound as careless infancy : | 914 

But those as sleep, and think not on their sins, 

Pinch them, arms, legs, * shoulders, FO 

and $hins. wa 

_ Quic. About, about; 130 

Search Windsor castle, elves, within and out: 

Strew good luck; ouphes, on every sacred roomy | 

That it may stand till the perpetual doom, N 

In state as wholsome, as in state tis fit ; M3 as 1 

Worthy the owner, and the owner it. 

The several chairs of order look you scour 

With juice of balm, and every precious flower : 1 

Each fair instalment coat, and several crest, © 

With loyal blazon, evermore be blest! | 

And nightly, meadow-fairies, look, you sing, 140 

Like to the Garter's compass, in a ring: 1 

The expressure that it bears, green let it be, 

More fertile- fresh than all the field to see; 28 

And, Hony Soit Qui Mal y Pense, write, 

In emerald tufts, flowers purple, blue, and white; 
K Like 
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Like saphire, pearl, and rich embroidery, , 


Buckled below fair knight-hood's bending knee ; 
Fairies use flowers for their character. 
Away; disperse : But, till 'tis one o'clock; 
Our dance of custom, round about the oak 130 
Of Herne the hunter, let us not forget. 
Eva. Pray you, ger RENO: me ourselves in 
order set: 
And twenty glow-worms shall een ve, 
To guide our measure round about the tree. 
But, stay; I smell a man of middle earth. 
Fal. Heavens defend me from that Welch fairy! 
Lest he transform me to a piece of cheese 
Eva. Vile worm, thou wast o er- look d even in thy 
: birth. 
| Quac. With trial- We teath mekic fnanrbds 


If he be chaste, the flame will back descend, 160 


And turn him to no pain; but if he start, 
It is the flesh of a corrupted heart. 
Eva. A trial, come— py 
[They burn him with cer Tapers an pick hx 


Come, will this wood take fire? 175 


Fal. Oh, oh, ohh! 

Quic. Corrupt, corrupt, and . Int desire 
About him, fairies; sing a scornful rhime: 
And, as you trip, still pinch him to your time. 

Eva. It is right 3 ne u gn of lecheries 
and iniquity. . | | 1 470 


= * 
452 | TEE... The 
* my . . * » - 
* = 


mw £m wo 
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TL: Die 8 0 N G. 
Fie on sinful phantasyl / 
Fie on lust and luxury ] 
Lust is but a bloody fare, 
Fed in heart; whose flames aspire, 5 
in As thoughts do blow them, higher and higher, | 
Panch him, fairies, mutually ;- 2 
Pinch him for his villainy; 
Pinch hem, and burn him, and turm him about, 
Till candles, and star- ligit, and moon-shine be out, 180 


During this Song, they pinch him. Dr. Carvus comes 

one way, and Steals away a Fairy in green; SLENDER 
hy another way, and he takes away a Fairy in white; and 
FENTON comes, and steals away Mrs. Anne PAGE. 

A Noise of Hunting is made within, All the Fairies 

bo run away. FALSTAFF pulls off his Buck's Head, and 


rises. 


Enter PacE, Fox bp, Gc. They lay hold on him. 
im. Page. Nay, do not fly: wand. we have ac 
| you no-. | 
Will none but 88 serve i 
— Mrs. Page. erm 
higher: 

w, good sir John, P 
— husband? do not these fair yoxes 
Become the forest better than the town? 

Ford. Now, sir, who's a cuckold now 3 
Brook, Falstaff's a knave, a cuckoldly knave; here 
are his horns, master Brook: And, master Brook, he 

K ij bath 
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hath enjoyed nothing of Ford's but his buck-basket, 
his cudgel, and twenty pounds of money; which must 
be paid to master Brook; mann for 
it, master Brook. * 190 

Mrs. Ford. Sir John, we b had HW luck; we 
could never meet. I will never take you for _ love 
again, but I will always count you my deer. 

Fal. I do begin to perocive that I am made a 
ass. 

Ford. 2 both the Pos are 
extant. 200 

Fal. adam); I am or four 
times in the thought they were not fairies ; and yet 
the guiltiness of my mind, the sudden surprise of my 


powers, drove the grossness gf the foppery into a re- 


ceiy'd belief, in despight of the teeth of all rhime and 


reason, that they were fairies. See now, how wit 
may be made a mnt jw when *tis upon ill em- 
ployment! 


Eva. Sir John Falstaff, serve Got, we leave your 


/'  Hevires, and fairies will not pinse you! - 210 


Ford. Well said, fairy Huhn. 

Eve. And leave your jealouvies also, I pray you. 
Ford. I will never mistrust my wife again, till thou 
art able to woo her in good Englich. ' © 

Ful. Have I laid my brain in the sun, and dried it, 
that it wants matter to prevent so gross o' er- reaching 
as this? Am I ridden with a Welch goat too ? shall! 
have a coxcomb of frize? "tis Fleer 
with a piece of toasted cheese. 14 19819 

Eva. Seese is not 1 12 ny baren . 
10 4 putter. 


0 
V 
a 
n 
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Fal. Seese and putter} have I liv'd to stand in the 

taunt of one that makes fritters of English? this is 

enough to be the decay of lun and mn 
through the realm, 

Mrs. Page. Why, sir John, do you think, an 
we would have thrust virtue out of our hearts by the 
head and shoulders, and have given ourselves without 
scruple to hell, that ever the devil could have made 
you our delight ? 230 

Ford. What, a hodge- pudding? a bag of _ 

Mrs. Page. A puff d man? 

Page, Old, cold, wither'd, and of intolerable en- 
trails ? i 
Ford. And one that is s danderous as Satan 

Page. And as poor as Job? un THE 

Ford. And as wicked as his wife? 

Eva. And given to fornications, and to taverns, and 
sacks, and wines, and metheglins, and to drinkings, 
and swearings, and starings, pribbles and prabbles? 

Fal. Well, I am your theme; you have the start 
of me; I am dejected; I am not able to answer the 
Welch flannel; ignorance itself is a n o'er 
me: use me as you will. | nag e 244 

Ford. Marry, sir, we'll u you to Windsor, to 
one master Brook, that you cozen'd of money, to 
whom you should have been a pandar: over and 
above that you have suffer'd, I think, to yy that 
money will be a biting afflition. 

Mrs. Ford. Nay, husband, let that $0 to maks 

amends : 
Forgive that sum, and so we'll all be friends. 251 
N Ford. 
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Ford. Well, here's my hand; all's forgiven at last. 


Page. Vet be cheerful, knight: thou shalt eat a 


posset to-night at my house; where I will desire thee 


to laugh at my wife, that now laughs at thee: Tell 


her, master Slender hath married her daughter. 
Mrs. Page. Doctors doubt that; if Anne Page be 
my daughter, she eee ee wife. 


Enter SLENDER. 


Lien. Whoo, ho ho! father — 7 
Hage. Son! how now? how now, son? 2 you 
dispatch'd ? 261 

Slen. Dispatch'd |—T' Iimake the beat in Gloucester- 
Shire know on't; would I were nl * _ wn q 

Page. Of what, son? 5 
Slen. I came yonden at Eton to mov Mieters 
Anne Page, and she's a great lubberly boy + If it had 
not been i' the church, I would have swing' d him, or 
he should have swing d me. If I did nat think it had 
been Anne Page, would J Pight never stir, and 'tis 
a-post-master's boy. 270 
Hage. Upon my life — — took the wrong. 

Slen. What need you tell me that? I think so, when 
Liook a boy fora. girl: If I had been married to him, 
for all he e- D ee. 1 e not have 


had him. i 
Page. why, this i is, your own . 3 Did not 1 


tell you, how. you should know my. 4 nd by. ber 
a uy ? 


Slen. I went to her in white, and\cry d, mum, 2 


1 
ES © 1 


Yo 
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she cry'd budget, as Anne and I had appointed; and 
yet it was not Anne, but a post-master's boy. 281 

Eva. Jeshu! Master * cannot you see but 
marry boys? 

Page. O, I am-vex'd at heart: What shall 1 do? 

Mrs. Page. Good George, be not angry: I knew 
of your purpose; turn'd my daughter into green; 
and, indeed, she is now with the doctor at the deanery, 
and there married. 


| Enter Caius. : 

Caius. Vere is mistress Page? By gar, I am cozen'd ; 
I ha' married an gargon, a boy; un paisan, by gar, a 
boy; it is not Anne Page: by gar, I am cozen'd. 291 

Mrs. Page. Why, did you not take her in green? 

Caius. Ay, be gar, and 'tis a boy: be gar, I'll raise 
all Windsor, [Exit Calus. 

Ford. This is strange: Who hath got the right Anne? 

Page. My heart a me: Here comes W 
Fenton. 

Enter FENTON, and Axxs Pac B. 

How now, master Fenton? 

Anne. ae father! good my mother, par- 
don ! 300 

Page. Now, mistress? * chance: you — _ 
with master Slender ? 

Mrs. Page. way went oo not with manet door, 
maid ? 

Fent. You do amaze hat Hear cher truth of it. 
You would have married her most shamefully 3 

2. 7 817 Where 


| 
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Where there was no proportion held in love. 

The truth is, She and I, long since contracted, 

Are now so sure, that nothing can dissolve us. 

The offence is holy, that she hath committed: 

And this deceit loses the name of craft, 

Of disobedience, or unduteous title; 

Since therein she doth evitate and shun 

A thousand irreligious cursed hours, 

Which forced marriage would have brought upon 
her. 

Ford. Stand not amaz'd : here is no remedy :—— 
In love, the heavens themselves do guide the state; 
Money buys lands, and wives are sold by fate. 
Fal. I am glad, though you have ta'en a special 
stand to strike at me, that your arrow hath glanc'd. 
Page. Well, what remedy } Fenton, heaven give 
tthee joy! \ 1 | g21 
What cannot be eschew'd; must be embrae'd. 

- Eva. I will dance and eat plums at your wedding. 

Fal. When night-dogs run, all sorts of deer are 
chac d. 

Mrs. Page. Well, I will muse no further: Master 

Fenton, | 
Heaven give you many, many merry . 
Good husband, let us every one go home, 
And laugh this sport o'er by a bn th 
Sir John and all. 990 

Ford. Let it be 0: —LSir Sohn) 1 

To master Brook you yet shall hold your word; 
For he, 1 1 pee ne Ford. 
8 + [Exeunt omnes 
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ANNOTATIONS 


UPON 


MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR, 


— — — 


MERRY WIVES.] A FEW of the incidents in this co- 
medy might have been taken from some old translation 
of 1! Pecorone by Giovanni Fiorentino. I have lately 
met with the same story in a very contemptible perfor- 
mance, intituled, The fortunate, deceived, and the unfortu- 
nate Lovers. Of this book, as I am told, there are several 
impressions; but that in which I read it, was published 
in 1632, quarto, A something similar story occurs in 
Piacevoli Notti di Straparola, Nott. 4 Fav. 4 
This comedy was first entered at Stationers' Hall, 


Jan. 18, 1601, by John Busby. STEEVENS. 
This play should be read between K. Henry IV. and 
R. Henry V. JonnsoN. 


A passage in the firs sketch of the Merry Wrves of 
Windsor, shews, I think, that it ought to be read be- 
tween the First and the Second Part of K. Henry IV. in 
A ij the 
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the latter of which young — king. In the 
last act, Falstaff says: 
« Herne the hunter, quoth you? am-I a ont? 
«« blood the fairies hath made a ghost of me. 
„What hunting at this time of night! 
« J'l lay my life the mad prince of Wales 
« Is stealing his father's deare.“ 

And in the play, as it now appears, Mr. Page, dis- 
countenances the addresses of Fenton to his daughter, 
because he keeps company with the wild prince, and 
with Poins. | 

The Fishwife's Tale of Brentford in WESTWARD FOR 
SMELTS, a book which Shakspere appears to have 
read (having borrowed from it part of the fable of 
Cymbeline), probably led him to lay the scene of Fal- 
staff's love- adventures at Windsor, It begins thus: 
In Windsor not long agoe dwelt a sumpter- man, who 
had to wife a verie faire but wanton. creature, over 
whom, not without cause, he was something jealous; 
yet had he never any proof of her inconstancy.“ 

 MALONE. 

The adventures of Falstaff in this play seem to have 
been taken from the story of the Lovers of Pisa, in an 
old piece, called Tarleton's News out of Purgatorie.“ 

Mr, Warton observes, in a note to the last Oxford 
edition, that the play was probably not written, as we 
now have it, before 1607, at the earliest. I agree with 
my very ingenious friend in this supposition; but yet 


the argument here produced for it may not be conclu- 


sive. Slender observes to master Page, that his grey/ound 
325 was 


ne 
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was out-run on Cotsole | Cotswold-Hills in Gloucestershire]; 
and Mr. Warton thinks, that the games, established 
there by Capt. Dover in the beginning of K. James's 
reign, are alluded to.—But perhaps, though the Cap · 
tain be celebrated in the Annalia Dubrensia as the foun- 
der of them, he might be the reviver only, or some 
way contribute to make them more famous; for in the 
Second Part of Henry 1V. 1600, justice Shallow reckons 
among the Swange-bucklers “ Will Squeel, a Cotsole man. 
In the first edition of the imperfect play, sir Hugh 
Evans is called, on the title page, the Welck Knight ; 
and yet there are some persons who still affect to be- 
lieve, that all our author's plays were originally pub- 
lished by kimself. | FARMER. 
Dr. Farmer's opinion is well supported by ** An 
eclogue on the noble assemblies revived on Cotswold 
Hills, by Mr. Robert Dover.“ See Randolph's Poems, 
printed at Oxford, 4to. 1638, p. 114. The hills of 
Cotswold, in Gloucestershire, are mentioned in K. Rich. 


I. act ii. sc. iii. and by Drayton, in his Polyolbion 


song 14. STEEVENS 

WINDSOR.) The wy Wives of Windsor.] Queen Eli- 
zabeth was so well pleased with the admirable charac- 
ter of Falstaff in the The Two Parts of Henry IV. that, 
as Mr. Rowe informs us, she commanded Shakspere 


to continue it for one play more, and to shew him in 


love. To this comfnand we owe The Merry Wives of 
Windsor : which Mr. Gildon says, he was very well 
assured our author finished in a fortnight. But this 
must be meant only of the first imperfect sketch of 
A 1j this 
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this comedy ; an old quarto edition which I have seen, 


printed in 1602, says, in the title page——As it hath 


been divers times ated both before her majesty and elsewhere. 
Pork. THEOBALD. 


Mr. Gildon has likewise told us, that ““ our author's 
house at Stratford bordered on the church-yard, and 
that he wrote the scene of the Ghost in Hamlet there; 
but neither for this, nor the assertion that the play 
before us was written in a fortnight (which-was first 


mentioned by Mr. Dennis in his preface to the Comical 
Gallant, 1702), does he quote any authority. Stories 


of this kind, not related till a century after an author's 
death, stand on a very weak foundation. MALONE. 


ACTI. 


Line 1. SIR Hugh,] This is the first, of gundry instan- 
ces in our poet, where a parson is called sir. Upon 
which it may be observed, that anciently it was the 
common designation both of one in holy orders and a 
knight. Fuller somewhere in his Church History says, 
that anciently there were more sirs than &nzghts ; and 
so lately as temp. W. and Mar. in a deposition in the 
Exchequer in a case of tythes, the witness Speaking 
of the curate, whom he remembered, styles him ar 


Giles. Vide Gibson s View of the State of the Chur- 


na of Door, Home-Lacy, &c. page gb. . 
Sis J. HAwkixs. 
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n, 1. — Star- chamber matter of it] Ben Jonson, 
th intimates, that the Star-chamber had a right to take- 
cognizance of such matters. See The Magnetic Lady, 

D. act iii. Sc. iv. 


55 « There is a court above, of the Star-c amber, 
ad To punish routs and riots. STEEVENS. 
e; 7. custalorum. | This is, I suppose, intended for a 


ay corruption of. Custos Rotulorum. The mistake was hardly 
rst designed by the author, who, though he gives Shallow 
cal tolly enough, makes him rather pedantic than illite- 
ies rate, If we read: 


r's Shal. Ay, cousin Slender, and Custos . 
IE. It follows naturally: 
Slen. Ay, and Ratolorum too. JOHNSON. 


E Ay, cousin Slender, and custalorum. ] 

[ think with Dr. Johnson, 'that this blunder could 
scarcely be intended. Shallow, we know, had been 
bred to the law at Clement's-Inn—But I would rather 
read custos only; then Slender adds naturally, “ Ay, 


m- and ratolorum too.“ He had heard the words custos 
ou retulorum, and supposes them to mean different offices. 
the FARMER. 
da 12. Ay, that I do; -—] We $hould read: 

* Ay, that we do. 

and This emendation was suggested to me by Dr. Farmer. 
the | STEEVENS. 
ng 2. The luce, &c.] Shakspere, by hinting that the 


| tr arms of the Shallows and the Lucys were the same, 
ur- Shews he could not forget his old friend sir Thomas 

Lucy, pointing at- him under the character of justice 
ns. 


Shallow. But to put the matter out of all doubt, Shak- 
| spere 
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spere has here given us a distinguishing mark, whereby 
it appears that sir Thomas was the very person repre- 
Sented by Shallow. To $et blundering parson Evans 
right, Shallow tells him, the luce is not. the louse, but 
the fres/ fish, or pike, the salt fish (indeed) is an old coat. 
The plain English of which is (if I am not greatly mis. 
taken), the family of the Charlcotts had for their arms 
a salt fish originally; but when William, son of Walker 
de Charlcott, assumed the name of Lucy, in the time 
of Henry III. he took the arms of the Lucys. This 
is not at all improbable; for we find, when Maud Lucy 
bequeathed her estates to the Percys, it was upon con- 
dition they joined her arms with their own. Says Dug- 


dale, it is likely William de Charlcott took the name 


of Lucy to oblige his mother. And I say further, it 
is likely he took the arms of the Lucy's at the same 


time. SMITH. 
May it not be asked dy, Smith, on the supposition 


that it was usual to salt the luce or prke (which however, 
I believe, was never heard of before) in what manner 
it could be inferred from the painted fis in the embla- 
zoned arms, that it was not fres/4, but salted? HENLEY. 
Tue luce is the fresh fish, the salt fish is an old coat. 

J am not satisfied with any thing that has been of- 
fered on this difficult passage. All that Mr. Smith 
tells is a mere gratis dictum. I cannot find that salt fish 
were ever really borne in heraldry. I fancy the latter 


part of the speech should be given to sir Hugh, who 


is at cross purposes with the Justice. Shallow had said 
just before, the coat is an old one; and now, that it is 
the luce, the fresh fish.—No, replies the parson, it can- 


not 


, Fil EE IEA 


* 
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not be old and res too“ the salt fish is an old coat. I 
give this with ratizer the more confidence, as a similar 
mistake has happened a little lower in the scene.— 
« Slice, I say!“ cries out Corporal Nym, © Pauca, pau- 
ca; Slice, that's my humour.“ There can, be no doubt, 
but pauca, pauca should be spoken by Evans. | 

Again, a little before this, the copies give us: 

Slender. You'll not confess, you'll not confess. 

Shallow. That he will not—'tis your fault, 'tis fault 
—'tis a good dog. 

Surely it should be thus: 

Shallow. You'll not confess, you'll not confess. 

Slender. That he will not. 

Shallow, *Tis your fault, 'tis your fault, &c. 

This fugitive scrap of Latin, pauca, &c. is used in 
several old pieces, by characters, who have no more 
of literature about them, than 32 So Skinke, in 
Look about you, 1600: 

But pauca Verba, Shinke.” 
Again, in Every Man in his Humour, where it is called 
benchers phrase. STEEVENS. 

Shakspere seems to frolick here in his heraldry, with 
a design not to be easily understood. In Leland's 
Collectanea, vol. I. p. ii. p. 615. the arms of Geffrey 
ce Lucy are * de goules poudre a croisil dor a treis luz 


dor.“ Can the poet mean to quibble upon the word 


poudre, thatis, powdered, which signifies salted; or strewed 
and sprinkled with any 2 In Measure for Measure, 
Lucio say — 
« Ever your fresh whore and your fowder'dbawd. N 
TOLLET. 
The 


_ — —— — — — 
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The luce is a prke or jak : | 

Ful many a fair partrich hadde he in mewe, 
« And many a breme, and many a luce in stewe.“ 

In Ferne's Blazon of Gentry, 1586, quarto, the arms 
of the Lucy family are represented as an instance, that 
« signs of the coat should something agree with the 
name. It is the coat of Geffrey Lord Lucy. He did 
bear Gules, three lucies hariant, Argent.“ 

Mr. William Oldys, (Norroy King at Arms, and 
well known from the share he had in compiling the 
Biograplica Britannica) among the collections which 
he left for a Life Shalispere, observes, that“ there 
was a very aged gentlen:an living in the neighbour- 
hood of Stratford, (where he died fifty years since) 
who had not only heard, from several old peo- 
ple in that town, of Shakspere's transgression, but 
could remember the first stanza of that bitter ballad, 
which, repeating to one of his acquaintance, he pre- 
served it in writing; and here it is, neither better nor 
worse, but faithfully trangcribed from the copy dag 
his relation very courteously communicated to me. 

« A parliament member, a justice of Peace, 
At home a poor scare-crow, at London an asse, 
« If lowsie is Lucy, as some volke miscalle it, 
Then Lucy is lowsie whatever befall it: 

« He thinks himself greate, 

Vet an asse in his state, 

We allowe by his ears but with asses to mate, 
If Lucy is lowsie, as some volke miscalle it 
“Sing lowsie Lucy, whatever befall it.” 


Contemptible as this performance must now appea!, 
at 


— 
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at the time when it was written it might have had 
"» sufficient power to irritate a vain, weak, and vindic- 
tive migistrate ; especially as it was affixed to several 


A of his park-gates, and consequently published among 

2 his neighbours.—It may be remarked like wise, that 

10 the jingle on which it turns, occurs in the first scene 
of the Merry Wives of Windsor. 

oy I may add, that the veracity of the late Mr. Oldys 


he has never yet been impeached ; and it is not very pro- 
ch bable that a ballad should be forged, from which an 
undiscovered wag Could derive no triumph over anti- 


ere ; 

85 quarian credulity. STEEVENS, 
* 35+ The council shall hear it; it is à riot. ] He alludes 
* to a Statute made in the reign of K. Henry IV. (13, 


chap. 7.) by which it is enacted, . That the justices, 
a WM © free, or two of them, and the sheriff, shall certify 
before the king, and his counselle, all the deeds 


26 and circumstances thereof (namely the riot); which 
wich certification should be of the like force as the pre- 
8 «* sentment of twelve: upon which certificate the tres 
* * passers and offenders shall be put to answer, and 
56 „they which be found guilty shall be punished, ac- 


* cording to the discretion of the kinge and counselle.” 
GREY. 

By the council is only meant the court of star-cham- 
ber, composed chiefly of the king's council sitting in 
Camera stellate, which took. cognizance of atrocious 
riots. In the old qto, © the council shall know it,” 
follows immediately after I'll make a star- chamber 
matter of it.“ BLACKSTONE. 
So, 


rality of Every Man : 


Again: 


Lear speaking of Cordelia, 
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So, in sir John Harrington's Epigrams, 1618: 
No marvel men of such a sumptuous dyet 
« Were brought into the Star- chamber for a riot.” 
ö  Maroxs. 
39. our vizaments in that. ] Advisement is now 
an obselete word. I meet with it in the ancient mo- 


>, 


«© That I may amend me with good TH a 
Again: 
4 shall smite without any advysement. ws 


« Togo with good 3 and n 
It is often used by Spenser in his Faery Queene. So, 
b. ii. c. 9: 


« Perhaps my succour and advizement meete.” 
STEEVENS, 


45. ——which is daughter to Master Thomas Page, 


The whole set of editions have negligently blundered 
one after another in Page's Christian name in this 


place; though Mrs. Page calls him NN afterwards 


in at least six several passages. ' ' THEOBALD. 
48. Speaks SMALL like @ woman.] This is from 
the edition of 162g, and is the true reading. Thus 


Her voice was ever soft, | 
Gentle and lou. an excellent thing in woman.“ 

© STEEVENS. 

In The Mideummer Night's dream, Quince tells Flute, 


who objects to playing a woman's N « You shall 
| =; 
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play it in a *. and you may 8 as small as you 
will.“ Matoxx. 

57. Slend. Did her grandstre, Ge. 

And afterwards, 

4c know the young gentlewoman, Sr.] These two 
speeches are in the old copy given by mistake to 
Slender. From the foregoing words it appears that 
Shallow is the person here addressed by sir Hugh, 
and that they both belong to him. On a marriage 
being proposed for his kinsman, he very natu- 
rally inquires concerning the lady's fortune. Stender 
zhould seem not to know what they are talking about; 
(except that he just hears the name of Anne Page, 
and breaks out into a foolish elogium on her:) for in a 
zubsequent part of the scene, Shallow says to him: 
« Coz, there is, as it were, a tender, a kind of tender 
made afar off by Sir Hugh here, do you understand 
me.“ The tender, therefore, we see had been made 
to Shallow and not to Slender, the former of which 
names should, on that account, be prefixed to the two 
speeches before us. 

In this play, as exhibited in the first folio, many of 
the speeches are given to characters to whom they do 
not belong. Printers, to save themselves trouble, 
keep the names of the speakers in each scene ready 
composed, and are, in consequence, very liable to mis- 
takes when two names begin (as in the present in- 
tance) with the same letter. 


This change was suggested by one of the modern 


editors, 
B i 8g. 


14 ANNOTATIONS UPON £ 444. 
83. —— 1 thank you always ——] Here and in the 
next speech of Shallow, the 4to, 1619, reads love, 
which e as Dr. Farmer observes, is right. 
 STEEVENS, 
88. How does your fallow greyhound, rl T heard ay, 
| he was out- run on Cotsale.] He means Cotswold in Glou- 
cestershire. In the beginning of the reign of James the 
First, by permission of the king, one Dover, a publick- 
Spirited attorney of Barton on the Heath, in Warwick- 
Shire, instituted on the hills of -Cotswold an annual 
celebration of games, consisting of rural sports and 
exercises. These he constantly conducted in person, 
well mounted, and accoutred in a suit of his majesty's 
old clothes ; and. they were frequented above forty 
years by the nobility and gentry for sixty miles round, 
till the grand rebellion abolished every liberal esta- 
blichment. I have seen a very scarce book, entitled, 
& Annalta Dubrensia. Upon. the yearly celebration of Mr. 
Robert Dover's Olympick games upon Cotswold hills,” Gt. 
London, 1636, 4to. There are recommendatory verses 
prefixed, written by Drayton, Jonson, Randolph, and 
many others, the most eminent wits of the times. The 
games, as appears by a cunous frontispiece, were 
chiefly, wresthng, leaping, pitching the bar, handling 
the pike, dancing of women, various kinds of hunt- 
ing, and particularly coursing the hare with grey- 
hounds. Hence also we see the meaning of another 
passage, where Falstaff, or Shallow, calls a stout fel- 
low a Cotswold-man. But from what is here said, an 
inference of another kind may be n N 


441. MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR, 15 
the age of the play. A meager and imperfect sketch 
of this comedy was printed in 1602. Afterwards Shak- 
spere new-wrote it entirely. This allusion therefore 
to Cotswwold games, not founded till the reign of James 
the First, ascertains a period of time beyond which 
our author must have made the additions to this ori- 
ginal rough draught, or, in other words, composed the 
present comedy. James the First came to the crown 
in the year 160g. And we will suppose that two or 
three more years at least must have passed before these 
games could have been effectually established. I would 
therefore, at the earliest, date this play about the 
year 1607. - It 1s not generally known, at least it has 
not been observed by the modern editors, that the first 
edition of the Merry Wives in its present state, is in 
the valuable folio, printed 1623. From whence the 
quarto of the same play, dated 16go, was evidently 
copied. The two earlier quartos, 1602 and 1619, only 
exhibit this comedy as it was originally written, and 
are so far curious, as they contain Shakspere's first 
conceptions in forming a drama, which is the most 
complete specimen of his comick powers. WAR TON. 
The Cotswold-hills in Gloucesters ire are a large tract 
of downs, famous for their fine turf, and therefore 
excellent for coursing. I ng there is no village 
of that name. BLACKSTONE. 
111. ——end broke open my lodge.) This probably 
alludes to some real incident, at that time well known. 
JokNsON. 
80 probably Falstaff's anxwer. FaRMERR. 
B i ij 117. 
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117. *Twere better for you, if 'twere known in council; 
you'll be laugh'd at.] This is quite in Falstaff's insolent 
sneering manner. It would be much better, indeed, 
to have it known in the council, where you would 
only be laughed at. REMARKXs, 

120, Good worts! good cabbage : INES. Morts was 
the ancient name of all the cabbage kind. So in Beau. 
mont and Fletcher's Valentinian - 

Planting of zorts and onions, any thing. 
STEEVENS, 

124. ——coney-catching rascals, —— ] A coney-catcher 
was, in the time of Elizabeth, a common name for a 
cheat or sharper. Green, one of the first among us 
who made a trade of writing pamphlets, published 4 
Detection of the Frauds and Tricks of Coney-catchers and 


Couzeners. Joans0N, 
So in Decker's — | 
© Thou e RA ESR me for five pounds.” 
STEEVENS. 


Vor coney-catching 2 Bardolph, Nym, and 
Pistol.] In the early quarto, Slender, speaking of the 
same transaction, adds, 
They carried me to the tavern, and made me 
| drunk, and afterwards pick'd my pocket.” 
These words surely deserve a place in the text, being 
necessary to introduce what Falstaff says afterwards: 
Pistol, did you pick Master Slender's purse? 
a circumstance, of which, as the play is exhibited in 
the folio, he could have no knowledge. MALOXNE. 
126. Tou Banbury cheese {| * is said 1 in allusion 
to 


— 
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1 to the thin carcase of Slender. The same thought oc- 


nt curs in Jack Drum's Entertainment, 1601: 

d, « Put off your clothes, and you are like a A 
Id cheese—— nothing but paring.” 

8. So Heywood, in his collection of epigrams: 

as « I never saw Banbury-cheese thick enough,” 

U- STEEVENS. 


128. How now, Mephostophilus?] This is the name 

of a spirit or familiar, in the old story book of Sir 

s. Joln Faustus, or John Faust : to whom our author after- 

her wards alludes. That it was a cant phrase of abuse, 

ra appears from the old comedy cited above, called A 
us pleasant Comedy of the Gentle Craft, Signat. H. g. 


14 Away you Iclington whitepot, hence you hopper-arse, 
4 you barley- pudding full of maggots, you broiled carbo- 
IN, nado, avaunt, avaunt Mephostophilus.”" 
In the same vein, Bardolph here also calls Slender, 

Is « You Banbury cheese. WARTON, 
NS. 130. ——that's my humour.] So in the ancient MS. 
and play, entitled, The Second Maiden's T1 ragedy ; 
the il love not to disquiet ghosts, sir, 

« Of r people living; that's my humour, sir.“ 
me STEEVENS. 


146. aac phrase is this,] Sir Hugh is justified 
eing in his censure of this passage by Pecham, who in his 
Garden of Eloguence, 1577, places this very mode of 
expression under the article Pleonasmus. HENDERSON. 

151. —mll"d-Stxpences,— | It appears from a 
passage in sir W. Davenant's News fron: Plamouth, that 

Bij » wdhese 
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these mill d-sixpences were used by way of counters to 
cast up money: 
A few null d Sixpencies with which 
« My purser casts accompts.“ STEEVENS, 
152. Edward Shovel-boards,——) One of these 
pieces of metal is mentioned in Middleton's comedy of 
The Roaring Girl, 1611: 
Away $Id I my man, deer en Shelling,” &c. 
STEEVENS, 
% Edward Shovel-boards,”” were the broad shillings 
of Edw. VI. 
Taylor the 9 in his Travel of Twelve-pence, 
makes him complain : 
„the unthrift every day 
„With my face downwards do at shoave-board 
play; 
That had I had a beard; you may suppose, 
They had worne it * as they have done my 
nose.“ 
And in a note he tells us: | 
« Edw. $hillings for the most patriot aloe 
board.” PARMER, 
The following extract, for the notice of which I am 
indebted to Dr. Farmer, will shew further the species 
of coin mentioned in the text: „I must here take 
notice before I entirely quit the subject of these last. 
mentioned shillings, that I have also seen some other 
pieces of good silver, greatly resembling the same, 
and of the same date 1347, that have been so much 


thicker as to weigh about la, an ounce, together with 
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some others that have weighed an ounce. Folke's 
Table of English silver coins, p. g2. The former of these 
were probably what cost Master Slender two shillings 
and two-pence a piece. | Ree. 

158. ——latten bilboe e] Pistol, seeing Slender such 
a slim, puny wight, would intimate, that he is as thin 
as a plate of that compound metal, which is called 
latten ; and which was, as we are told, the old or:chale. 
Monsieur Dacier, upon this verse in Horace's epistle 
de Arte Pottica, 

Jibia non ut nunc orechalco.”” &c, 

says, C'est une espece de cuivre de montagne, comme mme 
con mesme le temoigne; c'est ce que nous appellons aujourd 
huy du leton. It is a sort of mountain- copper, as 


its very name imports, and which we at this time of 


day call latten.”” THEOBALD. 

After all this display of learning in Mr. Theobald's 
note, I believe our poet had a much more obvious 
meaning. Latten may signify no more than as thin as 
a lath. The words in some counties is still pronounced 
as if there was 4 in it: and Ray in his Dictionary of 
North Country Words, affirms it to be spelt lat in the 
north of England. 

Falstaff threatens, in another play, to drive prince 
Henry out of his kingdom with @ dagger of lath. A 
latten bilboe means therefore, I believe, no more than 
e blade as thin as a lath—a vice's dagger. 

Theobald, however, is right in his assertion that 
datten was a metal. So Turbervile, in his Book of 
Falconry, 1575: -＋you must set her /atten bason, or 
a vessel 
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a vessel of stone or earth.” Again, in Old Fortunatus, 
1600: Whether it were lead or /attin that hasp'd 
don those winking casements, I know not.“ Again, 


in the old metrical Romance of 75 Bevis of Hampton, 


b. I. no date: | 
« Windowes of latin were set with glasse.” 
Latten is still a common word for tin in the North. 
STEEVENS, 
I believe Theobald has given the true sense of /atten, 
though he is wrong in supposing, that the allusion is 
to Slender's thinness. It is rather to his softness or 
weakness. TYRWHITT. 
Lattin properly so called, is tinned 6 iron, which not 
only serves for the ordinary utensils of a kitchen, but 
is also used for play-house daggers, &c. HENLEY. 
159. Word of demal in thy labra's here;] I suppose 
it should rather be read: 
Word of demal in my labra's hear; 
that is, kear the word of denial i in my lips. Thou 4) bt. 
Jonson. 
We often talk of giving the lie in a man's teeth, or 
in his throat, Pistol chooses to throw the world of 
denial in the ds of his adversary, and is supposed to 
point to them as he speaks. STEEVENS. 
I incline strongly to Dr. Johnson's emendation. 
There are few words in the old copies more frequently 
misrepresented than the word hear. | M4 LONE. 
Labra' 5 ought to be printed lara. 
163. — 3 10155 50 a man was 
3. caught 


Vi 


of 
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caught in his own stratagem, I suppose the exclama- 
tion of insult was marry, trap / Jokxsox. 

164. ——nuthook's kumour——] Read, pass the 
rut hoo s humour. Nuthook was a term of reproach in 
the vulgar way, and in cant strain. In The Second Part 
of Henry IV. Dol Tearsheet says to the beadle, Nuthook, 
Nuthook, you lie. Probably it was a name given to a 
baliff or catchpole, very adious to the common people. 

HANMER. 

Male inthe reading of the folio, and the "third 
quarto. 'The second quarto reads, base humour. 

If you run the Nuthook's humour an me, is in plain 
English, zf you y 1 am A Thief. Enough is said on the 
zubject of hooking moveables out at windows, in a note on 
K. Henry IV. STEEVENS. 

168. —— Scarlet and Jokn?)] The names of two of 
Robin Hood's companions ; but the humour consists 
in the allusion to Bardolph's red face; concerning 
which, see The Second Part of Henry I. 
WARBURTON. 

173. And * fap,—] 1 know not the exact 
meaning of this cant word, neither have I met with it 
in any of our old dramatick pieces, which have often 
proved the best comments on Shakspere's vulgarisms. 

Dr. Farmer, indeed observes that to fib is to beat; 
zo that ap may mean being beaten, and casbired, turned 

out of company. STEEVENS, 

The word fap, is probably made fromvappe, a drun- 
ken fellow, or a good for nothing fellow, whose 


virtues all are exhaled, Slender in his answer seems to 
under- 
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understand that Bardolph had made use of a Latin 
word. | | 
 Slen. Ay, you spake in Latin then too;“ 
as Pistol had just before. 5 8. W. 
194. — my book of songs and sonnets here: ] Slen- 
der very probably means the poems of Lord Surrey 
and others, which were extremely popular in the age 
of Queen Elizabeth. They were printed in 1567, with 
this title: Songs and Sonnets, written by the right ho- 
nourable Lord Henry Howard, late Earl of Surrey, and 
others. 

Slender laments that he has not this fashionable 
book about him, supposing that it would have assisted 
him in his address to Anne Page. MATLONE. 

196. ——the book of riddles /] This appears to have 
been a popular book, and is enumerated with others 
in The English Courtier, and Country Gentleman. bl. let 
4to. 1586, Sign. H 4. See 3 in note to Muck 
ado about Nothing. 5 RED. 

224. —- ile lips is a parcel of the mouth ;—] Thus 
the old copies. The modern editors read : 

parcel of the mind. 
To be a parcel of any thing is an expresson that 
often occurs in * old plays. So in Decker's Satiro- 
mastix 5 | 
« And make damnation parcel of your oa 
Again, in Tamburlaine, 1590: | 

Jo make it parcel of my empery.“ 

This passage, however, might have been designed as 


a 6 on another, in John * 8 Midas, 1592: 
« Pet, 


5 


Ad. MERRY. WIVES OF WINDSOR. 23 
« Pet, What lips hath she? 
« [z, Tush! Lips are no part of the head, only made 
for a double leaf door for the mouth. STEEVENS, 
277. ——a master of fence, ] Master of defence, 


on this occasion, does not simply mean a professor of 


the art of fencing, but a person who had taken his 
master's degree in it, 1 learn from one of the Sloanian 
MSS (now in the British Museum, No. 2530, xxvi. b.) 
which seems to be the fragment of a rigister formerly 
belonging to some of our schools where the No- 
ble Science of Defence“ was taught, from the year 
1568 to 1583, that in this art there are three degrees, 
viz, a masters, a provest's, and a scholar's. For each 
of these a prize is played, as exercises are kept in 
universities for similar purposes. The weapons they 
used were the axe, the pike, rapier, and target, rapier 


and cloke, two swords, the two-hand sword, the bas- 


tard sword, the dagger and staff, the sword and 
buckler, the rapier and dagger, &c. The places where 
they exercised were commonly theatres, halls, or 
other enclosures sufficient to contain a number of spec- 
tators, as Ealy-Place, in Holborn; the Bell Savage, 
Ludgate-Hill; the Curtain in Hollywell; the Gray 
Friars, within Newgate ; Hampton Court; the Bull in 
Bishopsgate-Street ; the Clink, Duke's-Place, Salis- 
bury-Court ; Bridewell ; the Artillery-Garden, &c. 
Kc. &c. Among those who distinguished themselves 
in this science, I find Tarlton the Comedian, who 
vas allowed a master, the 23d of October, 1587 [I 


uppose, either as grand compounder, or mandamus j, 
he 


24 ANNOTATIONS UPON Act l. 
he being © ordinary grome of her majesties chamber,” 
and Robert Greene, who ** plaide his master's prize 
at Leadenhall with three weapons,“ &c. The book 
from which these extracts are made is a singular cu. 
riosity, as it contains the oaths, cnstoms, regulations, 
prizes, summonses, &c. of this once fashionable so. 
ciety. K. Henry VIII. K. Edward VI. Philip aud Mary, 
. Elizabeth, were frequently spectators of their skill 
and activity. STEEVENS, 
"$77. three veneys for a dish, &c. ] i. e. three 
venyes, French. Three different set- to's, bonts, a tech. 
nical term. So in Beaumont and Fletcher's Phlaster; 
* thou wouldst be loth to play half dozen venies at 
Wasters with a good fellow for a broken head,” 
Again, in The Two Maids of More-clacke, 1669: Th 
was a pass, twas fencer's play, and for after ven, MW ' 
let me use my skill.“ So in The famous Hist. Kc. 
of Capt. Tho. Stukely, 1605: “ for forfeits and ven- 
neys, given upon a wager at the n button of you 
doublet.” 

Again, in the MSS mentioned ih the preceding 
note, and at any prize whether it be maister's prize, 
&c, whosoever doth strike his blowe and close with 
all, the prizer cannot strike his blowe after agayne 
shall wynne no game for any veneye so given althoug 
it should break the prizer's head.” STEEVENS 

287. That's meat and drink to me now.] Deck: 
has this proverbal phrase in Satiromastix Ves faith 
tis meat and drink to me," WILLI 

; ' | 280 
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288. —Saclerson ] Sackerson is likewise the 
name of a bear in the old comedy of Sir Giles Gooxecap. 

STEEVENS. 
Sacarson was the name of a bear that was exhibited 
in our author's time at Paris Garden. See an old 
collection of Epigrams by Sir John Davis] printed at 
Middlebourgh (without date, but in or before 1598): 

« Publius, a student of the common law, 


* « To. Paris garden doth himself withdraw 
1 Leaving old Ployden, Dyer, and Broke 
AY alone, 

* „To see old Harry Hunkes and Sacarson. 

_ Marone. 


Fr 290, ——thatit pass d.] It pass'd, or this passes, 
This vas a way of speaking customary heretofore, to sig - 
ven) pify the excess, or extraordinary degree of any thing. 
Ke. The sentence completed would be, Thrs passes all ex- 
ba- #7:470n, or perhaps, This passes all things. We still 
| use passing well, passing strange. WARBURTON, 
7" 296. By cock and ye, See a note on act v. 5c, 
edingl ” Henry IV. STEEVENS. | 
prize 321. ——Bully-rock,] This seems to have been 
- with dhe reading of some editions: in others it is a bully- 
gene roch. Mr. Steevens's explanation of it as alluding to 
chess-men 3s right. But Shakspere might possibly have 
given it bully-rock, as rock is the true name of these 
men, which is softened or corrupted into rook, There 
s seemingly more humour in bully-rock. 
bs | WHALLEY, 
C 228, 
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328. ——Keisar,—)] The preface to Stowe's 
Chronicle observes, that the Germans use the K for 
[4 pronouncing Keysar for Cesar, their general word 
for an emperor. _ TOLLET, 
9335. ——@ wither'd servingman, à fresh tapster :| 
This not improbably a parody on the old proverb— 
« A broken apothecary, a new doctor.“ See Ray's 
| Proverbs, gd edit. p. 2. STEEVENs, 
9338. O base Gongarian wight! &c.] This is a pa- 
rody on a line taken from on of the old bombast plays, 
beginning, 
O base Gongarian, wilt thou the distaff wield ?” 
I had marked the passage down, but _ to note the 
play. | 
The folio Ss Heal: 
Hungarian i is like wise a cant term. So in the Merry 
Dewil of Edmonton, 1626, the merry Host says, 
« I have knights and colonels in my house, and 
must tend the Hungarians. Again: 
„Come ye Hungarian pilchers.“ 
Again, in Westward Hoe, 1607: 
Play you louzy Hungarians. 
Again, in News from Hell, wrought by the Devil's Car- 
rier, by Thomas Decker, 1606: ———the leane- 
jaw'd Hungarian would not lay out a penny pot of sack 
for himself. . STEEVENS. 
The Hungarians, 3 infidels, over- ran Germany 
and France, and would have invaded England, if they 


could have come to it. See Stowe, in the year 93% 
. and 
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and Holinshed's invasion of Ireland, p. 56. Hence 
their name might become a proverb of baseness. 
Stowe's Chronicle, in the year 1492, and Leland's. 
Collectanea, vol. i. p. 610, spell it Hongarian (which. 
might be misprinted Gongarian); and this is right ac- 
cording to their own etymology. Hongyars i. e. domus 
suæ strenui defensores. TOLLET. 
The word 1s Gongarzan in the first edition, and 
$hould be continued, the better to fix the allusion. 
FARMER. 
342. — of tt. ] This speech is partly ta- 
ken from the corrected copy, and partly from the 
slight sketch in 1602. I mention it, that those who 
do not find it in either of the common old editions, 
may not suspect it to be spurious. STEEVENS. 
346. gat @ minute's rest.] Our author probably 
wrote : 
at a minim's rest, . LANG TON. 
This conjecture seems confirmed by a passage in 
Romeo and Jultet : 
18 rests his minim,“ a: 
It may however mean, that, like a skilful harquebu · 
zier, he takes a good aim, though he has rested his 
piece for a minute only, So in Daniel's Civil Wars, 
Ke. b. vi. 
« To get ups. rest to venture now for all.” 
STEEVENS. 
At a minute's rest.] A minim was anciently, as 
the term imports, the shortest note in musick, Its 
" CY measure 
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measure was afterwards, as it is now, as long as 
while two may be moderately counted. In Romeo and 
Juliet, act ii. Mercutio says of Tibalt, that in fight- 
ing he rests his minim, one, two, and the third in 
your bosom. A minute contains sixty seconds, and 
is a long time for an action supposed to be instanta- 
neous. Nym means to say, that the perfection of steal- 
ing is to do it in the shortest time possible. 

Six J. Hawxixs, 

Nym, I think, means to say, 77s true; Bardolph did 
not keep time, did not steal at the critical and exact geason 
when he would probably be least observed. The true method 
15, to steal just at the instant when wutchfulness is off its 
guard, and reposes but for a moment. 

The reading proposed by Mr. Langton certainly 
corresponds more exactly with the preceding speech; 
but Shakspere scarcely ever eg his metaphors far. 

| MALONE, 

348. Convey, the wire if call] 

So in the old morality of Hycke Scorner, bl. 1. no 
date : . 
« Syr, the horesones could not convaye clene ; 

« For an they could have carried by craft as 1 

can,“ &c. | STEEVENS. 

354. Young ravens must have food.] An adage. See 
Ray's Proverbs. STEEVENS, 

361. ——about no waste 
I find the same play on words in + wy. 15 8 Om 
1502 : 

Where 


- 
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. 
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« Where am I least, husband? quoth he, in the 
warnst ; 
« Which cometh of this, thou art —— Strait 
lac d. 
« Where am I biggest, wiſe in the waste, ith 
she, | 
« For all is waste in you, as far as I see.“ 
And again, in The Wedding, a comedy by Shirley, 1629: 
He's a great man indeed; 
« Something given to the wast, for he lives within 
reasonable compass. SrEEVENs. 
364. ——shecarves——] It should be remembered, 
that anciently the young of both sexes were instructed 
in carving, as a necessary accomplishment. In 1508, 
Wynkyn de Worde published“ A Boke of Kerving.” 
So in Love's Labour Lost, Biron says of Boyet, the 
French courtier: He can carve too, and hsp,” 
STEEVENS. 
370. The anchor is Form ; Will that humour pass 1 I 
zee not what relation the anchor has to translation. Per- 
haps we may read, the author is deep; or perhaps the 
line is out of its . and should be inserted lower 
after Falstaff has said, 
Sail like my pinnace to these golden chores. ” 
It may be observed, that in the tracts of that time 
anchor and author could hardly be distinguished. 
| JokNsox. 
The anchor is deep: ] Dr. Johnson very acutely pro- 
poses “the author is deep. He reads with the first 
copy, * he hath study'd her well. — And from this 


C ij equivo- 


& 
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equivocal word, Nym catches the idea of deepness. But 
it is almost impossible to ascertain the diction of this 
whimsical character: and I meet with a phrase in Fen- 
ner's Comptor's Commonwealth, 1617, which perhaps may 
support the old reading, Master Decker's Bellman of 
London, hath set forth the vices of the time so lively, 
that it is impossible the anchor of any other man's braine 
can sound the sea of a more deepe and dreadful mis- 
cheefe. FARMER, 
_ — — -$tudied her wð•'Z7l, and translated her will——is 
the reading of the first folio, 1623. The contested 
part of the passage may mean, His hopes are well founded. 
So in the Knrght of the het Pestle, by Beaumont and 
Fletcher : 
; « Now my latest hope 
% Forsake me not, but fling thy anchor out, 
« And let it hold.“ 

In the year 1558 a ballad, intitutled “ Hold the 
encer fast. is entered on the books of the Stationers 
Company. 

Translation is not used in its common acceptation, 
but means to explain, as one language is explained by 
another. So in Hamlet ; 

these profound heaves 


Vou must translate, tis fit we understand them.“ 
Again, in 'Troilus and Cressida. 
Did in great Ilion thus translate him to me.” 
STEEVENS, 
374 · Is many devils entertain, II The old Py 
reads: 


« Az 
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t « As many devils attend fer!“ &c. STEEVENS. 
8 I would read with the quarto—As many devils attend 
i her! i. e. let as many devils attend her. Mus c RAVE. 
y 378. ——and here another to Page's wife; who even 


of now gave me good eyes too, examined my parts with the most 
Ys judicious eyelids e sometimes the beam of her view gilded 
ne my foot, somelimes my portly belly.) So, in our author g 
$- goth sonnet : 


R. « An eye more bright than theirs, les false in 

18 rolling, 

ed 1 . the object Wann it b 2 

ed. | MATLONE. 

nd 381. .]. This word is differently 
spelt in all the copies. 1 suppose we should write 
oellades, French. STEEVENS. 


383. Then did the aun on dunghill abine.] So in Lilly's 
Euphues, 1581: 3 | 
the The sun $hineth upon a dunghill.“ T. H. W. 
ers 384. ——— that humour.) What distinguishes the 
language of Nym from that of the other attendants on 
ion, Falstaff, is the constant repetition of this phrase. In the 
I by time of Shakspere such an affectation seems to have 
been sufficient to mark a character. In Sir Giles Goose- 
cap, a play of which I have no earlier edition than that 
of 1606, the same peculiarity is mentioned in the hero 
of the piece : . 

« .——his only reason for every thing is, that we are 
all mortal; then hath he another pretty phrase too, 
and that i „ = will tickle the vanity of every thing. 

STEEVENS, 


5 ; | 385. 
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3855. 0, She did so course- Oer my exterior Sg 


in G Mlirligig, 1607: 


with a gredie eye feedes on my exteryors, ” 
HENDERSOx. 


386. eee i. e. eagerness of desire. 
 STEEVENXS, 
g89. —— e ts a region in Cuiana, all gold and 
bounty.] If the tradition be true (as I doubt not but it 
is) of this play being wrote at queen Elizabeth's com. 
mand, this passage, perhaps, may furnish a probable 
conjecture that it could not appear till after the year 


1398. The mention of Guiana, then so lately disco- 


vered to the English, was a very handsome compliment 
to sir Walter Raleigh, who did not begin his expedi- 
tion to South America till 1535, and returned from it 
in 1596, with an advantageous account of the great 
wealth of Guiana. Such an address of the poet was 
likely, I imagine, to have a proper impression on the 
people, when the intelligence of such a golden country 
was fresh in their minds, and gave them expectatations 


of immense gain. \ | TaxoaLD. 


390. I will be cheater to them both, and they 5hall be 
exchequers to me;——] The same joke is intended 
here, as in the The Second Part of Henry the Fourth, 
act ii. 


I will bar no hanger man my house, nor no 
cheater,” 


By which is meant Escheatour, an officer i in the Exche- 


| * in no good repute with the common peaple. 
WaRBURTOT: 


* 4% 
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400. tear youthese letters tightly ;] i. e. cleverly, 
alertly. So in Antony and N re Antony, putting 
on his armour, says, 
« My queen's a squire 
More t:gkt at this than thou.“ 

Tightly is the reading of the early quarto, and of the 
first folio, the only authentick ancient copy of this 
play as enlarged by the author. R:g#tly is the arbi- 
NE EET omar 

MaLowe. 

No phrase is so common in the eastern counties of 
this kingdom, and particularly in Suffolk, as good iigutiy, 
for briskly and efectually. HENLEY. 

401. ——my pinnace——] A pinnace seems an- 
ciently to have signified a small vessel, or sloop, at- 
tending on a larger. 
do in Rewley's When you see me you know me, 161g: 

„ as lately sent | 

With threescore sail of ships and prunaces.”” 
Again, in Muleasses the Turk, 1610: 

Our life is but a sailing to our death 

« Thro' the world's ocean: it makes no matter 

then, " 

„Whether we put into the world's vast sea 

« Shipp'd in a pinnace or an argosy.” 
At present it signifies only a man of war's boat. 

STEEVENS, | 

404. ——the humour of this age,] Thus the gto, 

1619: The folio reads—the #onor of the age. 
| | STEEVENS, 


406. 
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406. Let vultures gripe thy guts I——1 This hemis- 
tich is a burlesque on a passage in Tamburlaine, or The 
Scythzan Shepherd, of which play a more particular ac. 
count 1s given in one of the notes to Henry the V. p. ii. 
act 11. sc. iv. SrEEVIX«V. 
406. ——for i whit fullam holds ; 
And high and low beguiles the rich and poor: 
Fullam is a cant term for false dice, high and low. 
Torriano, in his Italian dictionary, interprets Pie by 
False dice, high and low men, high fullams and low fullams. 
Jonson, in his Every Man out of his Humour, quibbles 
upon this cant term: © Who, he serve? He keeps high 
men and low men, ke has a fair living at fullam.” —As 
for gourd, or rather gord, it was another instrument 
of gaming, as appears from Beaumont and Fletcher's 
Scorn ful Lady - and thy dry bones can reach at 
nothing now, but gords or inne- pins.“ WARBURTON. 
In the London Prodigal I find the following enume- 
ration of false dice. « I bequeath two bale of false 
dice, videlicet, ig men and low men, fulloms, stop ca- 
ter-traies, and other bones of function.” STEEVENS, 
410. I have operations in my head, ] The words 
in Roman, which are omitted in the folio, were re- 
covered from the early quarto. - MALONE. 
416. *T will discuss the humour of this love to Ford. 
The very reverse of this happens. See act ii. where 
Mm makes the discovery to Page, and not to Ford, as 
here promised; and Pistol, on the other hand, to Ford, 
and not to Page. Shakspere is frequently guilty of 


these little forgetfulnesses. STEEVENS. 
| Though 


tel 


Wo 
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Though Shakspere is sometimes forgetful, it appears 
from the first copy of this play that the editors of the 
folio alone are answerable for the present inaccuracy. 
In the early quarto Nym declares, he will make the 
. discovery to Page; and Pistol says, And I to Ford 
will like wise tell, &c. And so without doubt these 


1 speeches ought to be printed. | MALONE. 
* 12g. Hellou mess, —— ] Yellowness is jealousy. 

by | | JounsoN. 
54 So, in Law Tricks, &c. 1608: 

log If you have me you must not put on yellow.” 


oh Againz 2 * he Arraignment of Paris, 1384: 


As Flora well, perdie, 

* Did paint her . for her jealousy. 

rs 8 
* 423. — revoll of are The revolt of mine 


vn. the old reading. Revolt of mien, is change of coun- 
1c. Wl {nance, one of the effects he has just been ascribing to 
ice Jealousy. .  - STEEVENS. 
ca- This, Mr. Steevens truly observes to be the old 
ns, reading, and it is authority enough for the revolt of mien 
rds in modern orthography. Know you that fellow that 
re- Wl valketh there ?”* says Eliot, 159g—* he is n 
xz. by his mien, and hath multiplied all to moonshine.“ 


rd.] ___ FARMER. 
here 434. ——t the latter * Kc. Ji z. e. when my mas- 
„ ser is in bed. | JOHNSON. | 


ord, 437. — no breed bate ] Bate is an obsolete 
* of word signifying strife, contention, So, in the Coun- 
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tess of Pembroke's Antonius, 1530: 
4 Shall ever civil hate | 
«© Gnaw and devour our state! 
Again, in Acolastus, a comedy, 1540: - 
« We shall not fall at bare, or stryve for this 
matter. 557 
Stanyhurst, in his e of Virgil, 1382, calls 
Erinnys a make bate. S!1᷑EREVxXS. 
438. He's somewhat peevish that way] I believe this 
is one of Dame 2 s blunders, and she means 
Precise. MALONE, 
eb Peevisi is boclch. So in ane 
act ii. 
“he's strange and peevish.” STEEVENS, 
446. — a little wee face —)] Wee, in the nor- 
thern dialect, signifies very little. Thus in the Scottish 
proverb, that apoligizes for a little woman's marriage 
with a big man: —A wee mouse will creep under a 
mickle cornstack. Columns. 
So in Heywood's Fair Maid of the West, com. 16 1: 
«© He was nothing so tall as I, but a little wee man, and 
gomewhat hutch-back.” Again, in The Wisdom of Doc. 
tor Dodypoll, 1600: | 
aaa, a Sir. 
Wee is derived from wenig. Dutch. On the authority 
of the 4to, 1619, we might be led to read whey-face: 
* —Somewhat of a weakly man, and has as it were 
whay-coloured beard. Macbeth calls one of the mes. 
sengers Whey- face. | STEEVENS, 


Little wee is certainly the right reading; it implies 
some 


Aa J. MERRY WIVES-OF WINDSOR, 37 
something extremely diminutive, and is a very com- 
mon vulgar idiom in the North. Wee alone has only 
the signification of little. Thus Cleideland- 
« A Yorkshire wee bitt, longer than a mile. 45 
The proverb is a mile and a wee bit; i. e. about a league 
and a half. REMARKS. 
447. - Cain-colour'd beard.) Cain and Judas, 
in the tapestries and * of old, were represented 
with yellow beards; 8 THEOBALD. 
Theobald's conjecture may be countenanced by a 
parrallel expression in an old play called Blurt Master 
Constable, or, The Spaniard's Night-Walk, 1602: 
„ —over all, 
« Agoodly,long, thick, Abrallam- coloured beard.” 
Again, in Soliman and Perseda, 1599, Basilisco says: 
6 where is the eldest son of Priam, 
„That Abraham-colour'd Trojan? 
am not however certain, but that Abraham may be a 
corruption of Auburn. Again, in The Spanish Tragedy, 
1605: 
And let their beards be of Judas his own aan | 
Again, in A Christian turn'd Turk, 1612: 
% That's he in the Judas beard.” —— 
Again, in the Insatiate Countess, 161g: 
* I ever thought by his red beard he would prove 
a Judas. 
In an age, when but a small part of the nation could 
read, ideas were. frequently. borrowed from presenta- 
tions in painting or tapestry. A cane- coloured beard, 
however, might signify a beard of the colour of cane, 
D 


= 2. e. 


450. — 2s tall a man of his 8 
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2. e. a sickly yellow; for straw-coloured beards are men- 
tioned in the Midsummer Night's Dream. STEEVEXNs, 

The new edition of Leland's Collectanea, vol. v. p. 
295, asserts, that painters constantly represented Juda 
the traytor with a red head. Dr. Plot's Oxfordshire, p. 
153, says the same. This conceit is thought to have 
arrisen in England, from our ancient grudge to the 


red-haired Danes. = TorLLer, 
See my quotation in R. Henry VIII. act. v. 
Srrkvrxs. 


] Perhaps 
this is an allusion to the jockey measure, so many hand; 
high, used by grooms when speaking of horses. Tall, 
in our author's time, signified not only height of sta. 
ture, but stoutness of body. The ambiguity of the 
phrase seems intended. PERCY, 
Whatever be the origin of this phrase, is very an- 

cient, being used by Gower : 
« A worthie knjght was of his honde, 3 


% There was none suche in all the londe.“ b 
De Confessione Amantis, lib. v. fol. 118. b. 
| STEVENS, 
461. we shall be shent————] 2. e. Scolded, 
War treated. So in the old Interlude Y Nature, , 
Dl. wi no date: 1 
I can tell thee one thyng, 4 
In fayth you wyll be sent. STEEVENS. 


- 466, — and down, down, a-down-a, &c.] To de- A 
ceive her per she Sings as > at her work. 


Six J Hawxin Wl” 
1 This 


ENS. 
Ided, 
ature, 


ENS. 
o de- 


KING. 
Thus 


441. MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR. 290 


This appears to have been the burden of some song 
then well known. In Every Woman in her Humour, 
1609, sign. E. 1. one of the characters says, Hey 
good boies i' faith now a three man's song, or the old 
downe a downe.”" „Rs. 
467. Enter Doctor Cazus. 11 It * been thought 
strange, that our author should take the name of Caius 
for his Frenchman in this comedy; but Shakspere was 
little acquainted with literary history; and without 
doubt, from this unusual name, supposed him to have 
been a foreign quack. Add to this, that the doctor 
vas handed down as a kind of Rosicrucian: Mr. 
Ames had in MS. one of the Secret Writings of Dr. 
Caius. FARMER. 

This character of Dr. Caius might have been drawn 
from the life; as in Jacke of Dover's Quest of Enquirie, 
1664 (perhaps a republication), a story called The 
Foole of Winsor begins thus Upon a time there was 
in Winsor a certain simple outlandish doctor of phisicke 


belonging to the deane, &c. STEEVENS. 
468. -n boꝛtier verd ;——} ' Boitter in French 
gnifies a case of surgeon's instruments. GREY. 


believe it rather means a box of salve, or case to 
bold simples, for which Caius professes to seek, The 
ame word, Somewhat curtailed, is used by Chaucer, 
in the Pardoneres Prologue, v. 12241: | 
* And every bozst full of thy letuarie.”* 
Again, in the Skynner's Play, in the Chester Collec- 


tion of Mysteries. MS, Harl. p. 149, Mary Magdalen. 


aus: 


D ii «I'S 


— 
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6 To balme his bodye that is so brighte, 


Hoist here have J brought.“ STEEVENS, 
43- ——What, the gonjere ]] So in K. Lear. 
40 The gonjeers Shall devour them.“ 


The goujere; i. e. morbus Gallicus. See Hanmer's note, 


K. Lear, act v. ' STEEVENS, 

457. Youshall yo | fool's-head——]Mrs. Quickly, 
I believe, intends a quibble between am, sounded 
broad, and one, which was formerly sometimes pro- 
nounced on. In the Scottish dialect one is written, and 
I suppose pronounced, ane. 

In 160g, was published Ane verie excellent and de. 
leCtable treatise intitulit Philotus, &c. 

In act ii. sc. i. of this play, an seems to have been 
misprinted for one 

% What an unweigh'd behaviour,“ &c. 

The mistake there pong arose from the similarity 
of the sonnds. Ma Lone. 

570. ——but I detest, an hones! maid as ever broke 


Pee Dame Quickly means to gay — protest. 
| MA LONE, 


ACT, Il. : 


Ling 4. ——TH OUCH love tet # reason 1 ks precisian, 
he admits him not for his countellor. = wm! This is ob- 


*cyre: but the meaning 15 though love reason to 
ell 


2 


„ 


S 


U 
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tell what is fit to be done, he seldom follows its advice. By 
precisian, is. meant one Who pretends. to a more than 
ordinary degree of virtue and sanctity. On which ac- 
count they gave this name to the - Puritans of that 
time. So Osborne“ Con form their mode, words, and 
looks to these PRECISIANS.!? And Maine, in his City 
Match s | | 
56 bar did 9 
„A great PRECISIAN to her for Wenns n 
| n WARBZVURTON. 
—preciian,—] Of this word l do not see 
any meaning that is very apposite to the present 
intention. Perhaps Falstaff said, Though love use reason 
& his physician, ke admits lim not for his couns:llor. 
This will be plain sense. Ask not the veason of my 
love; the business of reason is not to assist love, but 
to cure it. There may however be this meaning in the 
present reading, Though love, when he would submit 
to regulation, may use reason as lis precisian, or direc- 
tor in nice cases, yet when he is only eager to attain 
his end, he takes not reason for his counsellor. 
JounsoON.. 
Dr. 3 wishes to read psician; and this con - 
jecture becomes almost a certainty from a line in our 
author's 147th sonnet, | 
% My reason the physicaan to my * F©e ;\..* 
FARMER. 
The character of a n seems to have been very 
generally ridiculed in the time of Shakspere. So in 
ihe Malcontent, 1604; «© You must take her in the right 
Di _ 4 vet. 


: 
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vein then: as, when the sign is in Pisces, a fishmon- 


ger's wife is very sociable: in Cancer, a precisian's 


wife is very flexible.” Again, Dr. Faustus, 1604 : 
«F will set my countenance like a precisian. 
Again, in Ben Jonson's Case is alter'd, 1609: 


It is precisianism to alter that, 
With austere judgment, which is given by na- 
ture. | STEEVENS. 


If physician be the right reading, the meaning may 
be this: A lover, uncertain as yet of success, never 
takes reason for his counsellor, but, when desperate, 
applies to him as his physician. MuSGRAYE. 

13. Tine own true knight, 

By day or night.] This expression, which is 
ludicrously employed by Falstaff, anciently meant, a. 
all times. So, in the * n of Gower, De I” 
Stone Amantzs : 

« The sonne cleped was Machayre, 

% The daughter eke Canace hight, 

+ 6. By date bothe and ele by night. 

Loud my still, was another phrase of the lim meaning. 
STEEVENS. 
20. What an unweigh'd behaviour, &c.] Thus the 
folio and 4to. 1630. It has been suggested to me, that 
we should read, one. * » STEEVENS. 

21. —=Flemish drunkard-——) Tt is not without 
reason that this term of reproach is here used. Sir 
John Smythe in Certain Discourses, &c. 4to. 1590, Says, 
chat the habit of drinking to excess was introduced 
into England * Low Countries, re by some of 


« our 
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« our such men of warre within these very few years, 
« whereof it is come to passe that now-a- days there 
« are very fewe feastes where our said men of warre 
« are present, but that they do invite and procure all 
« the companie, of what calling soever they be, to 
« carowsing and quaffing; and, because they will not 
« be denied their challenges, ;they, with many new 
« conges, ceremonies, and reverences, drinke to the 
« health and prosperitie of- princes; to the health of 
« counsellors, and unto the health of their greatest 
« friends both at home and abroad; in which-exercise 
« they never cease till they be dead drunke, or, as the 
« Flemings Say, Doot dronken. He adds, And this 
« aforesaid detestable vice- hath within these sixe or 
seven yeares taken wonderful roote amongest our 
English Nation, that in times past was wont to be of 
« all other nations 'of Christendome one 4 the so- 
derest. - +1/-:* | 'Rxxv. 
25, ——l[ was en aA J. By break. 
ing this speech into exclamations, the text may stand; 
but I once thought it must be read, If I was not then 
frugal of my mirth. | Jonns0N, 
48. What 9—thou liest !— Sir Alice Ford |— Dies 


knights will HACK ; and 50 thou shouldst not alter the ar- 


ticle of thy gentry. }] Hanmer says, to hack, means to 


backney, or prostitute. I suppose he means Ties 


inghts will degrade themselues, so that she will acquire no 
honour by being connected with them. Perhaps the 
passage has been hitherto entirely misunderstood. To 
hack, is an expression used in the ridiculous scene be- 

tween 


—ꝗ—h—Ey — —¾ - 
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tween Quickly, Evans, and the boy; and signifies, to do 
mische. The sense of this passage may therefore be, 
these knights are a riotous, dissolute sort of people, 
and on that account thou should'st not wish to be of 
the number. | 

It is not, however, impossible that Shakspere meant 
by—these knights will hac these knights will soon be- 
come #kackney'd. characters. — So many knights were 
made about the time this play was amplified (for the 
passage is neither in the copy 1602, nor 1619) that 
such a stroke of satire might not have been unjustly 
thrown. in. In Hans Beer Pot's Invisible Comedy, 1618, 
is a long piece of ridicule on the same occurrence: 

„ Twas strange to see what kuzghthood once would 

do: | 
« Stir great n men up. to lead a martial life— 
Jo gain this honour and this dignity,—— 
4 But now, alas! tis grown ridiculous ; 
“Since bought with money, sold for basest prize, 
= * That some refuse it who are run wise.“ 
STEEVENS. 

| These knights will hack (that i is, become cheap and 
, vulgar), and therefore she advises her friend not to sull 
her gentry by becoming one. The whole of this dis- 
course about knighthood is added since the first edi- 
tion of this play; and therefore I suspect this is an 
oblique reflection on the prodigality of James J. in 
bestowing these honours, and in erecting in 1611 a 
new order of knighthood, called Baronets; which few 


of the ancient gentry would condescend to accept. See 
| 8 ir 
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ir Hugh Spelman's epigram on them, Gloss. p. 76, 


which ends thus : 
«© _—— dum cauponare recusant 
« Ex vera geniti nobilitate viri; 
&« Interea e caulis hic prorepit, ille tabernis, 


Et modo fit dominus, qui modo servus erat. 


See another stroke at them in Othello. act in. 

To hick and to hack, in Mrs. Quickley's language, 
signifies to stammer or hesitate, as boys do in saying 
ther lessons. BLACKSTONE. 

Between the time of King James's arrival at Berwick 
in April 1603, and the 2oth of May, he made two hun- 
dred and thirty-seven knights; and, in the July follow- 
ing, between three and four hundred. It is highly pro- 


bable that the play before us was enlarged in that or the 


zubsequent year, when this stroke of satire must have 
been highly relished by the audience. That the order 
of Baronets was pointed at here, * I think, highly 
improbable. MALONE. 
51. We burn day-light !——] i. e. we have more 

proof than we want. The same proverbial * 
occurs in the Spantsh Tragedy ; 

Her. © Light me your torches.” 

Pedro. Then we burn day-light.” 

S0 in Romeo and puliet, Mercutio uses the same ex- 
pression, and then explains it: f 
« We waste our —_ in vain like lamps by day. 

 STEEVENS 

I think, the weaning rather is, we are wasting time 
mn idle talk, when we onght to read the letter: re- 
Sembling 


= 
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sembling those who waste candles by burning them in 
the day- time. MALONE. 
60. Green Sleeves. ]_ This Song was entered on 
the books of the Stationer's Company in September 
1580: .** Licensed unto Richard Jones, a newe nor- 
thern dittye of the lady Green Sleeves.” Again, „Li- 
censed unto Edward White, a ballad, beinge the lady 
Greene Sleeves, answered to Jenkyn hir friend.“ Again, 
in the same month and year: © Green Sleeves moralized 
to the Scripture, &c. Again to Edward White: 
& Green Sleeves and C:untenaunce. 
In countenaunce is Green Sleeves.” STEEVENS. 
73. —pres——] Press is used ambiguously, for 
a press to print, and a press to squeeze. JOHNSON. 


84. tome strain in me,] Thus the old copies. 
"The modern editors read, 
« Some stain in me, 
but, I think, unnecessarily, A eimilar expression 0c- 
curs in The Winter's Tate : | 
„ With what counter 80 uncurrent, have I 
« Strain'd to appear thus?“ [ 
And again in Timon? 
«© —a noble nature gs 
„ May catch a wrench.” | | STEEVENS, 
96. the cla riness of our honesty. ] z. e. the 
caution which ought to attend on it. STEEVENS. 
97. Oh, that my husband S.] this, letter I] Surely 
Mrs. Ford does not wish to excite the jealousy, of 
which she complains. - I think we should read—Oh, 
if my auaband, &c. and thus che copy. 1619 a hh 
Ora, 
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lord, if my husband should see the letter! i“ faith, this 
would even give edge to his jealousie.” STEEVENS. 
107, ——curtatl-dog——|} i. e. a dog that misses 
his game. The tail is counted nnn to the agility 
of a greyhound. JoHNsON. 
112, gally-mawfry;——]:. e. A medley. So in 
the Winter's Tale: They have a dance, which the 
wenches say is a gallmaufry of gambols. Pistol lu- 
dicrously uses it for a woman, Thus, in A Woman 
never dex d, 10692 : | 1 
« Let us show ourselves gallants or galli- maufries. 
| | | STEEVENS, 


The folio reads: 
He loves the gallymaufry——"" 


which may be right. — He loves a yy ; all sorts 1 


women, high and low, &c. 


Ford's reply——tove my amen refer to what 
Pistol had said before: | 


« Sir John aſfects thy wife." - MaLons. 


I am not induced by this reasoning to follow the 
folio. | STEEVENS. 
112, aid; perpend.] This is perhaps a ridicule 
on a passage in the old comedy of Cambyses : 
« My sa pient words I say a ” 
Again: : 
„My queen perpend what I pronounce. LAY 
Shakspere has put the same word into the mouth of 
Polonius. STEEVENS. 
120, ——cuckoo birds do ging.] Such is the reading 
of the folio, and the quarto 1630, The quartos 1602, 
and 1619, read ; 


* 


40 en 
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« ——rhen cuchoo-btrds appear.  STEEVENS, 
121. Away, air corporal Mm. 


| Believe it, Page; he apea s gense.] Nym, I be. 
lieve, is out of place, and we should read thus : 

| Away, sir corporal. 8. 

Nym. Believe it, Page; he aheals ene. JOHNSOX. 
Perhaps Dr. Johnson is mistaken in his conjecture, 
He seems nat to have been aware of the manner in 
which the author meant this scene should be repre- 
sented. Ford and Pistol, Page and Nym, enter in 
pairs, each pair in Separate conversation: and while 
| Pistol is informing Ford of Falstaff's design upon his 
| wife, Nym is, during that time, talking aside to Page, 

and giving information of the like plot against 4im.— 
| When Pistol has finished, he calls out to Nym to come 

away; but seeing that he and Page are still in close 
| debate, he goes off alone, first assuring Page, he may 
| depend on the truth of Nym's story. Believe it, Page. 
| Nym then proceeds to tell the remainder of his tale out 
| aloud. And this is true, &c. A little further on in this 
| scene, Ford says to Page, You heard what this knave 
| (ie. Pistol) old me. Page replies, Yes, and you heard 
| what the otier (i. e. Nym) told me. STEBVENS. 
| 122. Believe. 4t, Page; he ispeaks sense.] Thus has 
| the passage been hitherto printed, says Dr. Farmer; 
but surely we -Shoud read, as it now stands in the 
| | text. Believe it Page, le peaks, means no more than 
| age, believe what he gays. This sense is expressed 
| not only in the eee BY . 


grammar of the times. Srrzvzxs, 
9944 28 | (32M 127, 
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127. I have à sword, and it shall bite upon my 
neccssity. He loves your mie, &c. Nym, to gain credit, 
says, that he is above the mean office of carrying love - 
letters; he has nobler means of living; ke has @ sword, 
and upon his necessity, i. e. when his need drives him to un- 
lawful ex pedients, his sword SAall bite. Jonxsox. 
134. The humour of it,.——] The following epi- 
gram taken from an old collection without date, but 
apparently printed before the year 1600, will best ac- 


count for Nym's frequent repetition of the word hu- 
mour, Epig. 27. 


Aske Humour what a feather he doth weare, 
It is his kumaur{by the Lord) he'll sweare. 
Or what he doth with such a horse-taile locke; 


Or why upon a whore he spends his stocke ? 
He hath a humour doth determine so. 
Why in the stop-throte fashion he doth goe, 
With scarfe about his necke, hat without band ? 
It is his humour. Sweet sir, understand 
What cause his purse is so extreame distrest 
That oftentimes is scarcely penny blest ? | 
Only a humour. If you question why © 

Hlis tongue is ne'er unfurnish'd with a my 
It is his krmonrr too he doth protest. 

Or why with serjeants he is so opprest, 
That like to ghosts they haunt him IE day 4 
A. rascal humour doth not love to pay. 

Object why bootes and spurres are still 3 

"His'humour answers: humour is his reason. 

If you perceive his wits in wetting shrunke, 
It cometh of a lumour to be drunke. 
E When 
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pulecy, 1595: 
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When you behold his lookes pale, thin,and-paore, 
Th' occasion is, his kumozr and a whoore. 
And every thing that he doth undertake, 
It is a . for senceless #umour*s sake. 
STEEVENS, 


1:40, [ will nceifilitne crab a e That by 
a Cataian some kind of er was meant, I infer from 


the following passage in Love and Honour, a play by 
sir W. Davenant, 1649: 


« Hang him, bold Cataian, he indites finely, 

&« And will live as well by sending short epistles, 

« Or by the sad whtisper at your gumester's ear, 

« When the great By is drawn, 

« As any distrest gallant of them all.“ 
Cathaia is mentioned in the Tamer N 
and Fletcher: 

« I'll wish you in the Indies, or Catſaia. 

The tricks of the Catazans are hinted at in one of the 
old black letter histories of that country; and again 
in a dramatic performance, called __ Pedter's Pro- 


aaa ater Auk 
« Through seas and floods; they work all thternsh.” Wl : 
Mr. Maloneobserves, that in a book of Shakspere'sage, 
entitled, 4 brief Description of the whole World, © —tht 


Y 

people of China are (said to be) verypolitick and crafyi o 
and in respect thereof contemning the wits of other: | 
using a proverb, That all other nations ào see buffer 
with one eye, but they with two.“ STESVENIY , 


149. Tas a good censible fellow. This, and the 
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tua preceding speeches of Ford, are spoken to him- 
self, and have no connection with the sentiments of 


Ns, 1879. ——cavelero-justice, ] So in Te Stately Morat 
by / three Ladies of London, 1590: 

rom Then know, Castilian cavalieros, this. 

7 by There is a book printed in 1599, called, A countercuffe 


given to Martin Junior; by the venturous, hardie, and re- 


nowned Pasquul of Englande, CAVALLIEKO, STEEVENS. 
tles, 209. ——and tell him, my name is Brook, ] Thus 
1 both the old quartos; and thus most certainly the 
poet wrote. We need no better evidence than the pun 
that Falstaff anon makes on the name, when Brook 
mont ends him some burnt sack. 
*« Suck Brooks are welcome to-me, that overflow ur 
- Such liquor. * 
f the The players, in their e altered the name to 
again broom. THEOBALD. 
Pr-W 211. —aid I welt} The learned editor of the 
Canterbury Tales of Chaucer, in 4 vols. 8vo. 1775, ob- 
terves, that this phrase is given to the kost in the Par- 
bisl. donere's Prologue : 
Said I not well? 1 „ terme: 
v. 12246. and adds, © it may be sufficient with the 
other cireumstances of general resemblance, to make 


nfter, had not forgotten his Chaucer. The same 
gentleman has since informed me, that the rab is 
ak A | E 1 1 * not 


Page, who is likewise making his comment on what 
had passed, without attention to Ford. SrEEZVENS. 


us believe that Shakspere, when he drew the cha- 
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not found in any of the ancient e editions,” hut 
only in the MSS,  » 'STEEVENS. 
' , 212. 1 ——Will you go AN-H81R8?] This nonsense 
is spoken to Shallow. We should read, Wil you go 
ON HERIS? i. e. Will you go on, master? Heris, an 
old Scotch word for master. WARBURTON, 
The merry Host has already saluted them separately 
dy titles of distinction; he therefore probably now ad- 
dresses them collectively by a general one, 
ill yon go on, heroes? un 19h 
or, as probably, b 
ill yon go on, . 10 Hoe | 
He calls Dr. Caius Heart of Elder; and adds, in a 
subsequent scene of this, play, Farewell ny hearts, 
Again, in the Midsummer Night's Dream, — says, 
Where are these hearts ?*" .. | 
My brave hearts, or my bold hearts, is a common word 
of encouragement. A heart of gold expresses the more 
Soft and amiable qualities, the Mores aurei of Horace; 
and a e de is mam rugged 
honest. | \ STEEVENS. 
Will you go as 9) Perhaps we Should read, 
« Will you go and hear us ?”* So in the next page, 
I hadirather menen fight. * ut 
kd egy 24. 4, | MALONE 
219. — * e mine. host:] Thisspeech is given 
in all the editions to Shallow; but it belongs, I think, 
to tac n host amm view he 
n Pei 
5. Will you 90 (oi hea us?” YJ 


It 
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It js not likely he should address himself to Shallow, 
because Shallow and he had already concerted the 
scheme, and agreed to go together; and Wr Af 
Shallow $ays, a little before to Page, | 
« Will you go with us to behold it?: 

The former speech of Ford—None I protest, — is 
given in like manner, in the first folio, to Shallow, in- 
stead of Ford: The editors corrected the one, but 
over- looked the other. Mater. 

214. I have heard, the Frenchman hath good shill in I is 
rapter.] In the old quarto, here follows these words: 

« Shal. I tell you what, master Page; I believe the 
doctor is no jester, he'll lay it on; for though we be 
justices, and doctors, and churchmen, yet we are the 
sons of women, master Page. | 

« Page. True, master Shallow. 

« Shal, It will be found so, master Page. 


« Page. Master Shallow, you yourself, have been 


a great fighter, now a man of peace.“ 
Part of this dialogue is found afterwards in the third 


scene of the present act; but it seems more proper 


here, to introduce what Shallow says of the prowess of 
his youth. MALONE. 
220. my long —.— Before the introduction 


of rapiers, the swords in use were of an enormous 


length, and sometimes raised with both hands. Sal- 
low, with an old man's vanity, censures the innovation 
by which lighter weapons were introduced, tells what 
he could once have done with his long-sword, and ridi- 
cules the terms and rules of the rapier. Jokxsox. 

E ij The 
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The 'two handed sword is mentioned by the ancient 
Interlude of Nature, bl. I. no date 

«© Somtyme he serveth me at borde, 
| «© Somtyme he bereth my two-hand sword.“ 
hols a note rome Fares Part of K. Henry IV. act ii. 
1 » STEEVENS. 

Dr. * a of the long-sword is cer- 
tainly right; for the early quarto reads my two-hand 
sword; so that they appear to have been synonymous. 

Carleton, in his Thankful Rembrance of God's Mercy, 
1625, speaking of the treachery of one Rowland York, 
in betraying the town of Deventer to the Spaniards in 
1587, says; © he was a Londoner, famous among the 
cutters in his time, for bringing a new kind of fight— 
to run the point of a rapier into a man's body. This 
manner of fight ke brought first into England, with great 
admiration of his audaciousnes: when in England be- 
fore that time, the use was, with little bucklers, and 
with broad swords, to strike and not to;thrust; and it 
was een m to strike under the girdle.” 


MaLONE. 
221. eee je eg The old quartos read 
| tall fencers. STEEVENS, 


226. —— stand so firmly on his wife's frailty —] 
To stand on any thing, does signify to insist on it. So in 
Hey wood's Rape of 'Lucrece, 1630: „All captains, and 

stand upon the honesty of your wives.“ Again in 
Warner's Acbion's England, 1602, book 6. Chap. go. 

For stoutly on ther Oey * n harlots 
land. 1 0 | 1 


The 
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q The jealous Ford is the speaker, and all cliastity in wo- 
men appears to him as a frazty.. He supposes Page 
LY therefore to insist on that virtue as steady, which he 
himself suspects to be without foundation. SrEEV ENS. 
234. -e world's mine oyster,, &c.] Dr. Grey 
supposes Shakspere to allude to an old proverb, 
The mayor of Northampton opens oysters with 
4 with his dagger. i. e. to keep them at a sufficient 


6, distance from his nose, that town being fourscore 
„ miles from the sea. | STEEVENS, 
A 235.  —— will retort the sum in equipage.] This is 
in added from the old quarto of 1619, and means, I wil 
le pay you again in stolen goods. WARBURTON. 
74 I rather believe he means, that he will pay him by 
Us waiting on him for nothing. So in. Love 3 an 
at by Beaumont and Fletcher: 

e- « And boy, be you my ff ri 

nd For I will make a full descent in equipage.”” 

lit 1 equipage ever meant stolen goods, I am yet to learn. 
, 1) STEEVENS, 
I Dr, Warburton * be right; for I find equipage 
Th was one of the cant words of the time. In Davies 


NS. Papers Complaint, (a poem which has erroneously been 
ascribed to Donne) we have several of them: | 


» in {© Embellish, blandishment, and equipage.'? 

and Which words, he tells us in the margin, ouermuch sa- 
in vour of uitleste affec lation. FARMER. 
0. 240. your coach- fellow, Mm 1 Thus the old 
Jots copies, (Coack-fellow has an obvious meaning, but the 


modern editors read, couck-fellow. The following pas- 
Sage 
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sage from B. Jonson's Cynthia's Revels may justify the 
reading I have chosen: — Tis the swaggering coack- 
horse Anaides, that draws with him there. Again, in 
 Monsieur D' Olive, 1606: © Are you he, my Page here 
makes choice of, to be his fellow coack-horse!” Again, 
in a True Narrative of the entertainment of his Royal Ma- 
jestie, from the time of his departure from Edinburgh, till 
has receiving in London, Sc. 166g: ** ——Base pilfering 
theefe was taken who plaid the cutpurse in the court : 
his fellow was ill mist, for no doubt he had a walking 
mate: they drew together like coack-horses, and it is 
a pitie they did not hang together. LP e in Ray 
Woman in her Humour, 1609: | 
For wit, ye may be coach d gate: 9 
Again, in 1oth B. of Chapman's Translation of Homer : 
« their chariot horse, as they coach-fellows 
were.” rs 1 STEEVENS, 
243. ——end tall fellows ] A tall fellow, in 
the time of our author, meant, a stout, bold, or coura- 
geous person. In A Discourse on Usury, by Dr. Wilson, 
1584, he says, „Here in England, he that can rob a 
man by the high way, is called a tall fellow. Lord 
Bacon says, „that bishop Fox caused his castle of 
Norham to be fortified, and manned it like wise witha 
very great number of tall soldiers. STEEVENS, 7 
244. ——lost the handle of her fan, ——)] It should 
be remembered that fans, in our author's time, were 
more costly than they are at present, as well as of a 
different construction. They consisted of ostrich fea- 
thers (or others of equal length and flexibility), which 


were 


SPECIMENS of FANS. 
% PA „ on He Slate on ther More Hem o 7 


London tn for John Poll Bridich Library Strand Dec? 29 £2706 . 
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were stuck into handles. The richer sort of these 
were composed of gold, silver, or ivory of curious 
workmanship. One of them is mentioned in The FHeire, 
Com. 1610: —$he hath a fan with a Sort s:lver handle, 
about the length of a barber's syringe. Again, in Love 
and Honour, by sir W. Davenant, 1649: All your plate, 
Vaso, is the s:/ver handle of your old prisoner's an.. 
In the frontispiece to a play, called Englishmen for 
my Money, or A pleasant Comedy of a Noman will have her 
Will, 1616, is a portrait of a lady with one of these 
fans, which, after all, may prove the best commen- 
tary on the passage. Three other specimens are ta- 
ken from the Habiti Antichi et Moderni di tutto 11 Mon- 
do, published at Venice, 1398, from the drawings of 
Titian, and Cesare Vecelli, his brother. This fashion 
was perhaps imported from Italy, together with many 
others in the reign of King Heury VIII. if not in that 
of King Richard II. SI EREYERNS. 
Thus also Marston, i in the ne of Villainie, mw 
ul, sat. 8. ; | 
«© ———Another he 111 
Her silver-Aandled fan would gladly be.??? 
And. in other places. And bishop Hall, in his Sores 
published 1397, lib. v. sat. 4. f 
.« Winles one piece pays her idle waiting manne, 
« Or 0 a A or en fanne.“ 
f WARTON. 
It. appears en — 5 Sean that the sum of 
4ol. was sometimes given for a fan in the time of queen 
Elizabeth. | MALONE. 
« While 
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In the Sidney papers, published by. Collins, a fan is 
presented to queen Elizabeth for a new year's gift, 

the handle of which was studded with diamonds. 
WaRrrTox, 
A repesentation of the fs here mentioned by Mr, 
Warton, together with the others by Titian and his 
brother, to which Mr. Steeven's refers are here given 
from a print of them in the NnoTEs subjoined to the 
HisTORY of VATHOE. J. B. 
231.— Short knife and a thong.——] So Lear: 

« When cutpurses come not to thongs. * 
WARBURTON. 
| Part of the employment given by Drayton, in The 
Mooncalf, to the Baboon, seems the same with this re- 
commended by Falstaff: 

« He like a gypsy oftentimes would go, 

« Alt kinds of gibberish he hath learn'd to know: 

% And with a stick, a Mort string, and a noose, 

« Would 5how the people tricks at fast and loose. 
Theobald has throng instead of tiong . The latter seems 
| right. 1 LANGTON. 

Both the folio and quarto read throng, MALONE, 
Greene, in his Life of Ned Browne, 15992, Says: *1 
had no other fence but my Aort ſe and a paire of 
puree-strings.”" | STEEVENS. 
See a note on Antony and ae that explains 
the trick of ast and loose. Six J. HAwxIxs. 
251. Pickt - hatch, ] A noted place for 
thieves and pick-pockets. © + | + "FHEOBALD. 
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Pif-hatch is frequently mentioned by contemporary 
writers. So, in Ben Jonson's Every Man in his Humour; 
« From the Bordello it n come as well, 
The Spital, or Pi 72 | 
Again, in Randolph's Muses Looking-glass, 1638: 
„ the lordship of Turnbull 80 
% Which with my Pid-hatch, Grange, and Shore- 
ditch farm, &. 
pfl. Iatch was in Turnbull-street : 
«© — your Whore doth live 
In Pict-hatch, Turnbull-street.”" 
Amends for Ladies, a Comedy by N. Field, 1639, 
The derivation of the word Pi&-hatch may perhaps be 


discovered from the following passage in Cupid's Whir- 


ligig, 1607: ——Set some prcks upon D hatch, 


and I pray, profess to keep a bawdy-house.”” Per- 


haps the unseasonable and obstreperous irruptions of 
the gallants of that age might render such a precau- 
tion necessary. So, in Pericles P. of Tyre, 1609: 
If in our youths we could pick. up some pretty 
estate, twere not amiss to keep our door fate d, &c. 
SrEZvzxs. 
This was a cant name of some part of the town 
noted for bavdy- houses; as appears from the follow- 
ing passage in Marston's Scourge e for Villanie, lib. iii. 
dat. r. N | 
Looke, who yon doth go? 
The meager letcher lewd Luxurio.— 
«© No newe edition of drabbes come out, 
«© But seene endallow'dbyLuxurio's snout. 
40 
Did 


Did ever any man ere hear him talke 

« But of Pick-hatch, or of some n 

4 Aretine's filth, &c. 44 

Sir Thomas Hanmer says, that this was a noted 

harbour for thieves and pickpockets,” who certainly 
were proper companions for a man of Pistol's profes. 
sion. But Falstaff here more immediately means to 
ridicule another of his friend's vices; and there is 
some humour in calling Pistol's favourite brothel, his 
manor of P:ckt-hatch, Marston has another allusion 
to Pickt-hatch or Pick- hatch, which confirms this illus. 
tration : 


KA. ——-His old efnithe dad 
6 Hath forc't them cleane forsake his P:ick-hatch 
drab.” Lib. i. sat. g. WaARToOYN, 


259. —ensconce your rags, &c.] A Sconce is 2 
petty fortification: * To ensconce, therefore, is to pro- 
tet as with a fort. The word occurs again in K. 


my Nun l.. Sr vrxs. 
260. red lattice rr apt. Your ale-house 
conversation. | 4 - *FOHNSONV, 


Ned lattice at the doors and windows, were formerly 


the external denotements of an ale-house. So, in 4 
"Ow Companion, one of Shackerley Marmion's plays: 
— A waterman's widow at the sign of the es 
lattice in eur ey 2 rn in Arden of Finn 
2592: : 
his sign pulled down, bw his lattice born 
away. ”> ' -4 


Again, in the ino of xfeve'd Marriage, 165 


66 1 
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„ Wo as 
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tis treason to the red lattice, enemy to 
the sign- post. | | 
Hence the present chequers. Perhaps the reader will 
express some Surprize, when he is told that shops, 
with the sign of the chequers, were common among 
the Romans. See a view of the leſt hand street of 
'» MW Pompeii, (No. g.) presented by Sir William Hamilton 
: Wl (together with several others, equally curious), to 
vie the Antiguary Society. | STEEVENS, 
* —— your red lattice phrases.]' Again, more appo- 
stely, in A Strapado for the Divell, by R. Braithwaite, 
1615: © To the true discoverer of secrets, Monsieur 
Bacchus. Master gunner of the pottle-pot ordnance, 
prime founder of red lattices, & c. MALONE. _ 


tch 
xy 293. canaries.] This is the name of a 
* brisk light dance, and is therefore properly enough 


used in low language for any hurry or perturbation. 


ro- 

K. Nie | FP Jonnsox, 
a, So Nash, in Pierce Pennyless his Supplication, 15959 
wie s: A merchant's wife jets. it as gingerly, as if 
75. She were dancing the canaries. It is highly probable, 
rh however, that canaries is only a mistake of Mrs. 


n 4 Quickly's for quandaries ; and yet the Clown, in As 

lou Like it, says, we that are true lovers run into 

„bange caß ers. SxEEVxx«s. 
han, 309. ———earls,, nay, which is more, pensioners . 
this may be illustrated by a passage in Gervase Holgg 
1% of the Fir fert of Clare... Biogs Brit. Art, & 
HolLLEs., „ I have heard the earl of Clare say, 


lat whey he ee 10 SHR FR the di por 


ow 


r 
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62 ANNOTATIONS UPON 44 0. 


know a worse man of the whole band than himself; 
and that all the world knew he had then an inherit. 
ance of 4000l. a year.“.  Tyawhirr, 
Barrett, in his Alvearie, or Quadruple Dictionary, 
1580, says, that a pensioner was © a gentleman about 
his prince alwaie redie, with his speare.” STztvexs, 
e Tn the month of December, 1339, says Stowe, 
Annals, p: 973. edit. 1605]; (were appointed to vat MI 
on the king's person fifty gentlemen, called pensioneri M-/ 
or spears, like as they were in the first yeare of the 
king; unto whom was assigned the summe of fiſte | 
pounds yearly for the mayntenance of themselves, and i * 
euern two e or one horse and a gelding of 
service. 
Their dress was remarkably splendid, and there. l 
fore likely to strike Mrs. Quickly —Hence, in A Mi. f 
summer Night's Dream, our author selected from all 
the tribes of flowers, the golden- coated cowslips for 8 
pensioners to the Fairy Queen. þ 
« The cowslips tall, her bensioners 1 
6 Ta their gold coats spots you may see,“ &c. 
| MA LoNE, 
319. Eon Wie OE 4) To wot is to know,! 
Obsolete. So in K. Henry VII. oy 
— you what 1 found?“ STEEVENS. 
__— 322. ——Fampold——)] This word T have never 
seen elsewhere, except in Dr. Hacket's Life of Arc: 
bickop 'Williams, where a frampul man signifies a pet 
vish troublesome fellow. © * Jonxson. 
"In The Roaring Girl, a a comedy, 4611, I meet vi 


a wore 


* 
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a word, which, though differently spelt, appears to * 
the same. 

Lax. ** Coachman. 

Coach. Anon, sir! 

Lax. Are we fitted with good phrampell jades? 

Ray, among his South and East country words, says 
that frampeld, or frampard, signiſies fretful, peevnsh, 
cross, froward. AS froward (he adds) comes from 
from, 59 may frampard. 

Nash, in his Pratse of the Red Herring, 1 599, speak - 
ing of Leander, says; © the cn frampald waves 
gave him his belly full of fish- bro 

So, in The Inner Temple Masque, by Middleton 1619: 

— 'tis $0 Frampole, the puritans will never yield 
wit.“ So, in The Blind Beggar of Bethnal Green, by 
John Day : 

„think the fellow's frample,”* &c. 
$0, in Beaumont * Fletcher's Wit at several Wea- 
fans; 

«Is Pompey grown $0 Kg ear $0 frample ?”" 

STEEVENS. 


Thus, i in the Ile of Gulis—** What a goodyer aile 
your mother, are you frampulh, know you not your 
own daughter?“ HENLEY. 

345.—— to Send her your little page, of all loves :—] 
0f all loves, is an adjuration only, and signifies no 
more, than if she had said, desires you to * him 6y 
all means. 

[tis used in Decker's Honest Whore, Part I. 1635 : 

= conjuring his wife, of all loves, to prepare cheer . 
Fi fitting,” 
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fitting, &c. Again, in Holinshed's Chron, 
p. 1064 : Mrs. _ desired Harm of all loves, to 
come back againe.” STEEVENS, 
358. a nay word,——] i. e. a watch word. So in a 
subsequent scene: We have a nay-word to know 
one another, &c. : STEEVENs, 
- 969. This PINK is one of Cupid's carriers 
Clap on more sails; pursue ; up with your fights ; 
Give fire, she is my prize ;] A pink is a vessel of the 
mall crafts' employed as a carrier (and so called) for 
merchants. Fletcher uses the word in his Tane 
Tamed : - f 
This PINK, this painted foist, this cockle-boat, 
Jo hang her fghkts out, and defy me, friends! 
„A well known man of war.” 
As to the word fights, both in the the text and in the 
quotation, it was then, and, for aught 1 know, may; 
be now, a common sea-term. Sir Richard Hawkins, 
in his Voyages, p. 66, says: „For once we cleared 
her deck, and had we been able to have spared buta 
dozen men, doubtless we had done with her what we 
would; for she had no close rio Hrs,“ i. e. if | 
understand it right, no small arms. So that by 
fights is meant any manner of defence, either smal 
arms or cannon. 805 en, in his OY of An- 
n ais Len x 
| 4166 Up with your none, | 
And your nettings prepare,“ &c. 
et not 35h _— 1 led the Oxford editor into 
9961+ $4) p a silly 


' 


r into 
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asilly conjeſture, which he has done me the honour 
of putting into 45 text, which 1s _— a proper place 
forit. 
Up with YOND FRIGAT.” WARBURTON. 
So, in The Ladies Privilege, 1640 : These gentle- 
men know better to cut a caper than a cable, or board 
a pink in the Bordells, than a pinnace at sea. A 
small salmon is called a salmon- in!. 
Dr. Farmer, however, observes, that the word 
punk has been unnecessarily altered to pink. In Ben 


Johnson's Bartholomew Fair, justice Overdo says of the 
pig: woman; ** She hath heen before me, punk, pin- 


nace, and bawd, any time thi o and twenty years.“ 
STEEVENS. 
The quotation from Dryden might at least have 
raised a suspicion, that fights were neither small arms nor 
cannon. Fights and nettings are properly joined. Fights, 
| find, are cl/oaths hung round the ship to conceal the 
men from the enemy, and close-fights are bulk-heads, 
or any other shelter that the fabrick of a ship affords. 
_ Jonns0N. 
So, in a 6 and Rowley s comedy, called For- 
tune by Land and Sea: “ display'd their ensigns, vp 
with all their ferghts, their matches in their cocks,”” &c. 
$0, in the Christian turned Turk, 1612; © Lace the 
netting, and let down the fights, make ready the shot, 
&, Again, in the Fair Maid of the West, 1615: 
„Then now up with your fights, and let your 
ensigns, 


« Blest with St. George's 3 play with the 
winds.“ : 
Again 


F ij 
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Again, in n Beaumont and Fletcher's Palentinian ; 
« while I were able to endure a tempest, 
« And bear my fights out bravely, till my tackle 
„ Whistled i' th' wind. 


9384. go to; via !] This cant phrase of exult. 
ation is common in the old plays. So, in lun 
Master Constable : | 
«. Vic for fate! Fortune, lo! this is all.” 
STEEVENS, 
| Markham uses this oa as one of the vocal help: 
necessary for reviving a horse's spirits in galloping 
large rings when he grows slothful. Hence this cant 
phrase (perhaps from the Italian, via) may be used 
on other occasions to quicken or Pork Uup>courage, 
ToOLLET, 
395+ not to aa you 0 That is, not with 
a purpose of putting yy to expence, or being burthen- 
ame. JoRxson. 
434. at i. e. rewards. STEEVENS, 
457. of great admittance, —] i. e. admitted into all, 
or the greatest companies. STEVENS, 
468. generally allowed ] Allepeq) is - 
e So i in K. Lear. 
« if your sweet sway 


, 66 Allow obedience,” &c. STEEVENS. 

464. —— to lay an amiable siege—] i. e. a sieges 

love. Matton 
473. —— She ts too bright to be old g gainct. 

„ Nimium lubricus nopici.”! Hor. Matrox 

7 | 47 


Il, 
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475. ——instance and argunett—] Instance is ex- 


ample. Jokxsox. 
477. — the ward of her purity, —] ? 1. e. The 
defence of it. STEEVENS. 


512, —— and I will aggravate his $tile ;—] Stile is 
a phrase from the Herald's office, Falstaff means, 
that ke will add more titles to those he atready en 7058. So 
in Heywood's Golden Age, 1611: 
« I will create lord of a greater che.“ 
Again, in Spenser's Faery Queen, b. v. c. 2. 
“ As to abandon that which doth contain 
« Your honour's stile, that is, your warlike 
shield.“ STEEVENS. 
524. — Amarmon—Barbason, -] The read- 
er who is curious to know any particulars concerning 
these demons, may find them in Reginald Scott's In- 
ventorie of the Names, Shapes, Powers, Government, and 
Efects of Devils and Spirits, of their several Seignories 
and Degrees, a strange Discourse worth the reading, 
p.77, &c. From hence it appears that Amaimon was 
ling of the REI and Parbatos a great countie or earl. 
STEEVENS. 
531. — an lrichman with my aqua vite bottle, —] 
Heywood, in his Challenge for -Beauty, 1636, men- 
tions the love of agua vitz as characteristick of the 
brih : | | "7 
„ The Briton he metheglin quaffs, 


4% The Irish, aqua vitæ. | f 
By agua * was, I believe, understood, -not 
brandy 
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brandy but wquchaugh, for which the Irish have been 
long celebrated. So, in Marston's Malecontent, 1604: 

« The Dutchman for a Drunkard, 

« The Dane for golden locks, 

* The {rz5shman for usquebaugh, 
6 The Frenchman for the. MALoxs. 
Dericke in The Image of Irelande, 1581, Sign. F g, 
mentions Uskebeaghe, and in a note explains it to mean 
aqua vie. Reed, 
537» =— Eleven Clock —] Ford should rather 
have said ten o'clock e the time was between ten 


and eleven; and his impatient suspicion was not 


likely to stay beyond the time. JIonxsox. 
565. — to see thee foin, —] To forn, I be- 
lieve, was the ancient term for making a thrust in 
fencing, or tilting. So, in The wie Woman of Hogs- 
don, 1638: 

« 1 had my wards, 14 As and quarter blows,” 

Again, in the Devils Charter, 1607: 

% suppose my duellist 

« Should falsify the ſoine upon me thus, 

« Here will I take him.“ 


Spenser, in his Faery Queen, often uses the word 
1 So in b. ji. c. 8. 


* And gtrook and fyn'd, and lagh'd out- 


geously.“ 
Again, in Holinsbed, p. 88g. 4 First six foines with 
hand-speares,” &c, + STEEVENS, 


567. — thy ie! Stock is a corruption of 
Stocata, 
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gtocata, Italian, from which language the technical 
term that follow are like wise adopted. STEEVENS. 
370. — my heart of elder ] It should be remem- 
ber'd, to make this joke relish, that the elder tree has 
no heart. I suppose this expression was made use of 

in e ts to the common one, heart of oak. 
| - .*  STEEVENS, 
571. - bully. Stale ] The reason why 
Caius is called bully Stale, and afterwards Urinal, 
must be sufficiently obvious to every reader, and es- 
pecially to those whose credulity and weakness have 
enrolled them among the patients of the present Ger- 
nan empiric, who calls himself Doctor Alexander 


Mayersbach. 3 STEEVENS. 
574+ | Caxtilian——) Castilian and Ethiopian, 


like Cataian, appear in our author's time to have 
been cant terms. I have met with them in more than 
one of the old comedies. So, in a description of 
the Armada introduced in the Stately Moral 51 the 
Three Lords of London, 1590; 
% To carry as it were a careless regard 
« Of these Castilians, and their accustomed bra- 
_.vado.” | 
Again :—*© To parly with, the proud Caxtilians.” 
suppose Castilian was the cant term for Spaniard i in 
general. | STEEVENS, 
Thou art a Castilian ling. Urinal!“ quoth mine 
host to Dr. Caius. I believe this was a popular slur 
upon the Spaniards, who. were held in great con- 
tempt after the business of the Armada. Thus we 
| have 
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have a Treatrsze Paranetical; wherein is slemed the right 
way to resist the Castilian king: and a sonnet, prefixed 
to Lea's Answer to the Untruths publihed in Spain, in 
glorie of their supposed Victory ne against our 
English Nauie, begins, 

Thou fond Castilian W and so in other 
places. FARMER, 

Dr. Farmer's observation is just. Don Philip the 
Second affected the title of King of Spain; but the 
realms of Spain would not agree to it, and only styled 
him king of Castile and Leon, and so he wrote himself. 
His cruelty and ambitious views upon other states 
rendered him universally detested. The Castzlians 
being descended chiefly from Jews and Moors, were 
deemed to be of a malign and perverse disposition; 
and hence, perhaps, the term Castilian became oppro- 
brious, I have extracted this note from an old pam- 
phlet, called The | Spanish Pilgrime, which I have 
reason to suppose is the same discourse with the 
Treatise Parenetical, mentioned by Dr. Farmer. 

8 TOLLET, 

581. — against the hair, &c.] This phrase is 
proverbial, and taken from stroking the hair of ani- 
mals a contrary way to that in which it grows We 
no say, against the grain. 2 


599. ———mock-water.) The host means, I be- 
lieve, to reflect on the inspection of urine, which 
made a considerable part of practical physick in that 
time; yet1 do not well vec the meaning of ed 
ter. | * JOHNSON, 

. | Perhaps 
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Perhaps by mock-water is meant—counterfeit. The 
water of a gem is a technical term. So in Timon, act i. 
de. 8 

here is a water, look you.“ | 

Mock-water may therefore signify a thing of a counterfeit 
lustre. To mock, however, in Antony and Cleopatra, un- 
doubtedly sighifies to play with. Shakspere may there- 
fore chuse to represent Caius as one to whom a urinal 
was a play- thing. 

Dr. Farmer proposes to read muck- AE i. e. the 
drain of a dunghill. | STEEVENS. 

626. In old editions, 
I will bring thee where” Anne Page is, at a farm- 
house a feasting; and thou shalt wo her CRY'D GAME, 
aid I well ?] We yet say, in colloquial language, that 
such a 6. is gam. or game to the back. Cry'd 
game mig.\t mean—a profess*d.buth, one who as was well 
known by the report of his gallantry, as he could 
WH have been by proclamation. Thus, in Troilus and 
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Cressida: 
r. % On whose bright crest, fame, with her loud'st 
I | yes, bor 4 oY 
Te “ Cries, this is he.” © © | 
Ve Apain, in All's well that endi well, act ii. 
$, “ _—-find what you seek, 
ai © That fame may cry you loud.” 


ch Again, in Ford's Lover's Melancholy, 1629: 
nat „A gull, an arrãnt gull by proclamation.” 
a Again, in King Lear; 

Ns © n——A proclaim'd prize.“ 
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Again, in Trozlus and Cressida: | 
Thou art proclaim'd a fool, I think.” 
Cock of the game is found in Warner's Albion's England, 
1602, b. xii. c. 74. This cocke of game, and (as 
might seem) this ken of the same fether. Again, in 
the Martial Maid, by Beaumont and Fletcher: 
4 On craven chicken of a cock o' th' game. 
And in * other places. ©  STEEVENS, 


—p— 


— 


ACT ll. 


Line N E Pitty-wary,——] The old editions 
read, the Pittze-ward, the modern editors the Pitty- 
wary, There is Me no place that answers to either 
name at Windsor. The author might possibly have 
written the City:watd, 1. e. towards London. Petty- 
ward might, however, signify © Ka small district in 
the town which is now forgotten. STEEVENS, 

16. By shallow rivers, &c.] This is part of a 
beautiful little poem of the author's ; which poem, 
and the answer to it, the reader will not be displeased 


And we will all the pleasures prove 
That hills and vallies, dale and field, 
And all the craggy mountains yield. 


- 


There 


to find here. 
The Passionate Shepherd to his Love. 5 
| furn 
COME live with me, and be my love, All 
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There will we sit upon the rocks, ; 
And see the Shepherds feed their flocks, 

By shallow rivers, by whose falls 

Melodious birds sing madrigals: _ 
There will I make thee beds of roses, 
With a thousand fragrant posies, 

A cap of flowers, and a kirtle 
Embroider'd all with leaves of myrtle;. _ 
A gown made of the finest wool, | 
Which from our pretty lambs we pull; 
Fair lined slippers for the cold, 

With buckles of the purest gold: 
A belt of straw, and ivy buds, 

With coral clasps, and amber studs: 
And if these pleasures may thee move, 
Come live with me, and be my love. 


Thy silver dishes for thy meat, 
As precious as the gods do eat, 
5 Shall on an ivory table be 
= Prepar'd each day for thee and me. 
#5 The shepherd swains shall dance and dag. 


7 For thy delight each May morning: 
M, If these delights thy mind may moyeꝰ, 
ed Then live with me, and be my love. 


The conclurjonalthioandghe following — 
furnished Milton with the ent for the las; lines both of bis 
Allegro and Pen. Srrzuxxs. 
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The Nymph's Reply to the Shepherd. 
I F that the world and love were young, 
And truth in every shepherd's tongue, 
These pretty pleasures might me move 


But time drives flocks from field to fold, 


When rivers rage, and rocks grow cold, 


| 
| To live with thee and be thy love. 


| | 
| | 
| And Philomel becometh dumb, g 
| And alt complain of cares to come: h 
The flowers do fade, and wanton fields 's 
' To wayward winter reckoning yields: ( 
A honey tongue, a heart of gall, R 
Is fancy's spring, but sorrow's fall. | SU 
Thy gowns, thy shoes, thy beds of roses, ha 
Thy cap, thy kirtle, and thy posies, th 
Soon break, soon wither, soon forgotten, 
In folly ripe, in reason rotten. An 
Thy belt of straw, and ivy buds, in 
Thy coral clasps, and amber studs; che 
All these in me no means can move 221 
To come to thee, and be thy love. l 
What should we talk of dainties then, this 
Of better meat than's fit for men? how 
These are but vain : that's only good it tc 
Which God hath bless'd, and sent for food. (anc 
; But could youth last, and love still breed, Mall 
Nad joys no date, and age no need; have 


'Then these delights my mind might move 
JI To live with thee, any be thy love. 


Thes 
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These two poems, which Dr. Warburton gives to 
Shakspere, are, by writers nearer that time, disposed 
of, one to Marlow, the other to Raleigh. They are 
read in different copies with great variations. 

Johxsox. 

In England's Helicon, a colteQion of love-verses 
printed in Shakspere's life-time, viz. in 1600, the first 
of them is given to Marlow, the second to a person 
unknown: and Dr. Piercy, in the first volume of his 
Reliques of Ancient English Poetry, observes, that there - 
is good reason to believe that (not Shakspere, but) 
Christopher Marlow wrote the song, and sir Walter 
Raleigh the Nymph's Reply; for so we are positively as- 
sured by Isaac Walton, a writer of some credit, who- 
has inserted them both in his Compleat Angler, under 
the character of © That smooth song which was made 
by Kit Marlow, now at least fifty years ago; and an 
Auwer to it, which was made by sir Walter Raleigh 
in his younger days . . . . . Old fashioned poetry, but 
choicely good.“ See the Religues, &c. vol. I. p. Ur 
221, third edit. 

In Shakspere's sonnets, printed by Jaggard, 1599, 
this poem is attributed to Shakspere. Mr. Malone, 
however, observes, that, What seems to ascertain 
it to be Marlowe's, is, that one of the lines is found 
(and not as a quotation) in a play of his Die Jew of 
Malta; which, though, not printed till 163g, must 
have been written before 1593, as he died in that year. 

Thou in those groves, by Dis above, _ 
« Shalt live with me, and be my love. STEEVENS. 
G ij The 
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The tune to which the former was Sung, I have 
lately discovered in a MS. as old as Shakspere's time, 
and it is as follows: . 
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ede live with me, and be my 


love, and we will all the plea-sures prove, 
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all the crag-gy moun- tains yield. 


W Stn J. HawENNs. 
23. When as I at in Babylon——] This line is from 
the old version of the 137th psalm: 
60 When tue did sit in Babylon, 
« The riders round about, 
ic Then in remembrance for Sion, 
The tears for grief burst out.“ 
The word rivers, in the gecond line, may be sup- 
ra to have been brouglit to vir * thoughts by 
the 


C0 


— 


11111 
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the line of Marlowe's Madrigal, that he has just re- 
peated ; and in his fright he blends the sacred and 
prophane song together. The old quarto has 
« There liv'd a man in Babylon,” —— which was the 
first line of an old song, mentioned in Twelfth Night : 
but the other line is more in character. MALONE. 
84. or missing your meetings and appointments.] 
These words, which are not in the folio, were re- 
corered from the early quarto, by Mr. Pope. 
| MALONE, 
91. Peace, I gay, Gallia and Gaul, French and 
Welcky——] Possibly Gallia and Guallia, FARMER. 
Thus, in X. Henry IV. Gualtier for Walter. , 
STEEVENS. 
The quarto, 1602, confirms Dr. Farmer's conjec- 
ture. It reads——Peace I say, Gawle and Gawlia, 
French and Welch, &c. MALONE. 
110, make-a de sot of us?] Sot in French, 
Signifies a fool. | MALONE. 
114. scald, scurvy, |——Scall was an old word 
of reproach, as scab was afterwards. Chaucer impre+ 
cates on his scrzvener : 
« Under thy longe lockes mayest thou have the 
scalle.”* JoHNSON. 
Scall, as Dr. Johnson interprets it, is a scab break- 
ing out in the hair, and approaching nearly to the le- 
prosy. It is used by other writers of Shakspere's 
time. You will find what was to be done by persons 
aflicted with it by looking into Leviticus,” ch. xiii, 
30, 31, &c. | WHALLEY-. 
G ij 159 — 
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159. 0 Seeming mistress Page, —] Seeming it 
#þecious. So, in K. Lear, 
* If aught within that little scemng substance.“ 
STEEVENs, 
' 168. LES cry aim.) i. e. shall encourage. The 
phrase 1 is taken from een. See a note in K. Jobn, 
act ii. STEEVEXS, 
174. We lade linger d] They have not linger'd 
very long. The match was proposed by sir Hugh but 
the day before. | JoHNsox, 
-Shellow represents the affair as having been long in 
and, that he may better excuse himself and Slender 
from accepting Ford's invitation on the day whea it 
was to be concluded. | STEEVENS, 
184. ——he writes verses, he speaks holy-day, —] 
1. e. in an high-flown, fustian style. It was called a 
holy-day style, from the old custom of acting their 
farces of the nysteries and moralities, which were tur- 
gid and bombast, on e ; 50, in Muck ado about 
Nothing, 
e camot woo in fextival terms." 
And again, in The Merchant .of Venice, 
* Thou spend'st such high-day wit in praising 
im.“? WARBURTO), 
be $peaks holy-day,——] So, in K. Henry Is, 
Part I. | 
" With many holiday and lady terms.“ 
STEEVENS, 
186. ——ts in hits buttons;) Alluding to an an- 


ejcnt custom ungng the country fellows, of trying 
WS - whether 


44H. MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR. 79 
whether they should Succeed with their mistresses, by 
carrying the batchelor's buttons (a plant of the Lychuis 
kind, whose flowers resemble a coat button in form) 
in their pockets. And they judged of their good or 
bad success by their growing, or their not growing 
there. SMITH. 

Green mentions these batchelor*s buttons in his Quip 
for an upstart Courtier !—— © I saw the batchelor's- 
buttons, whose virtue is to make wanton maidens weep, 
when they have worne them forty weeks under their 
aprons,” &c. 

The same expression occurs in Heywood s fair Mard 
of the Nest, 16g1: 

« He wears batchelor's e does he not? 
Again, in The Constant Maid, by Shirley, 1640: 

«© am a batchelor. 

« T pray, let me be one of your buttons still then.“ 
Again, in A Fair Quarrel, by Middleton and an 
1617: 

„'I wear my batchelor"s buttons still.“ 

Again, in A Woman never Vex'd, comedy by Rowley, 
i632: 

© Go, go and rest on Venus! violets; shew her 

© A dozen of batchelor's buttons, boy.“ 

Again, in Westward Hoe, 1606: Here's my husband, 
and no . 8 daten are at his doublet.“ 
| sSrrrvrxs. 
What can Mr. Smith mean by the flowers growtng 
ki the pockets of those who NK ment n 


1599. 
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189, ——of no having ;——] Having is the same 
as estate or fortune. | Jonnsox, 

So, in Macbeth, | 

„Of noble having, and of 125 hope.“ 
Again, Twelft Night, \ 
My having is not 8 
« F'll make division of my present store, 

Hold, there is half my coffer.“ SrE EVER. 

204. Host. Farewel, my hearts; I will to my honest 
knight Falstaff, and drink away canary with him. 

Ford. [Aside. ] I think, I all drink Ix PIPE-wine 
first with him ; L' make him dance —] To drink in 
fripe-wine is a phrase which IT cannot understand. May 
we not suppose that Shakspere rather wrote, I think [ 
Shall drink HORN-PIPE wine first with him 5 [ll make him 
dance? 

Canary is the name of a dance, as well as of a wine, 
Ford lays hold of both senses; but, for an obvious 
reason, makes the dance a horn-pipe. It has been al- 
ready remarked, that Shakspere has frequent allusions 
to a cuckold's horns, TYRWHITT, 

Pipe is known to be a vessel of wine, now contain- 
ing two. hogsheads. - Pzpe-wine is therefore wine, not 
from the bottle, but the pipe; and the jest consists in 
the ambiguity of the word, which signifies both a cask 
of wine, and a musical instrument. JOHNSON. 
The phrase, —“ to drink in pipe- wine! — always ap- 
peared to me a very strange one, till I met with the 
following passage in King James's first speech to his 
parliament, in 1604; by which it appears that © to 

drink 
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drink in' was the phraseology of the time: © —who 
either being old have retained their first drunken- in 
__ upon a certain shame- facedness, M 
MALONE. 
230. How now, my eyas-musket ?——] Fyas is a 
young unfledg'd hawk; I suppose from the Italian 
Maso, which originally signified any young bird taken 
from the nest unfledg'd, afterwards a young hawk. The 
French, from hence, took their niais, and used it in both 
those s'gnifications ; to which they added a third, me- 
taphorically à silly fellow; un gargon fort niais, un niais. 
Vuket signifies a Sparrow hawk, or the smallest species 
ef hawks. This too is from the Italian Maschetto, a small 
hawk, as appears from the original signification of the 
word, namely, à trcublesome Stinging fly. So that the 
humour of calling the little page an eyas-mnsket is very 
intelligible. WARBURTON, 
So, in Greene's Card of Fancy, 1608: ** —no hawk 
9 haggard but will stoop to the lure: no vitesse $0 ra- 
mage but will be reclaimed to the lunes. Eyas- musſet 
is the same as in in fant Lilliputian. Again, in Spenset's 
20 moo bt ger | FL 1" 
youthful gay 
Like eyas-hauke, up mounts into the skies, 
« His newly budded pinions to essay. 
In the Booke of Haulyng, &c. commonly called the 
Book of St. Albans, bl. I. no date, is the following de- 
rvation of the word; but whether true or erroneous, 
i not for me to determine: An hauk is called an 
gene from her ne. For an hauke that is brought up 
g under 


| 


ANT, or any Venetian attire ] The old quarto reads, 
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under a bussarde or puttock, as many ben, have watry 


cyen, &. STEEVENS. 


234- — Jack-a-lent, —— | A Jack o lent was a 
puppet thrown at in Lent, like shrove-cocks. So, in 


The Weakest goes to the Wall, 1618: 


A mere anatomy, a Jack of Lent." 
Again, in the Four Prentices of London, 1632: 
Now you old Jack of Lent, six weeks and up- 
wWwards.“ 
Again, in Greene's Tu Ovogue, 1599: or if a 
boy, that is throwing at his Zack o' Lent, chance to hit 
me on the shins, &c.”* See a note on the last scene 


of this comedy. | STEEVENS, 


249. from jays.] So, in Cymbeline, 
© ——-come jay of Italy, | 
« Whose mother was her painting, &c. 

7 (4 STEEVENS, 
250. Have I caught thee, my heavenly jewel 9] This is 
the first line of the second song in Sidney's Astroplel 
and Stella. Fa Torrxr. 

251. ——Why, now let me die; for I have lived long 
enough — This sentiment, which is of sacred 
origin, is here indecently introduced. It appears again, 
with somewhat less of profaneness, in the Winter 
Tale, act iv. and in Othello, act ii. STEEVENS. 

262. ——arched bent] Thus the quartos 1602, 
and 1619. The folio reads——arched beauty. 
STEEVENS. 


6. e becomey the  ohip-tire, the tire-VALI 


tire- 
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ire-vellet, and the old folio reads, or any tire of Venetian 
admittance. So that the true reading of the whole is 
this, that becomes the ship-trre, the tire-VALIANT, or any 
tire of Venetian admittance, The speaker tells his mis- 
tress, She had a face that would become all the head- 
dresses in fashion. The Sslip-tire was an open head- 
dress, with a kind of scarf depending from behind. 


Its name of ip-tire was, I presume, from its giving 


the wearer some resemblance of @ ip (as Shakspere 
Says) in all her trim; with all her pennants out, and 
flags and Streamers flying. Thus ann in . 
Agonistes, paints Dalila: 
« But who is this, that thing of 5ea or land? 
Female of sex it seems, 

«© That so bedeck'd, ornate and gay, 

© Comes this way sailing 

Like a stately ship 

„Of Tarsus, bound for the isles 

« Of Javan or Gadier, 

With all her bravery on, and tackle trim, 

„Sails fill'd, and streamers waving, 

“ Courted by all the winds that hold them play.” 
This was an image familiar with the poets of that time. 
Thus Beaumont and Fletcher, in their play of Wait 
without Money. She spreads sattens as the king's 
thips do canvas every where, she may space her 
misen,” &c. This will direct us to reform the follow- 
ing word of tire- valiant, which J suspect to be cor- 
rupt, valiant being a very incongruous epithet for a 
voman's head - dress: I suppose Shakspere wrote tire- 
| i vatlant. 
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vailant. As the Hip- tire was an ofen head-dress, $9 
the tire vailant was a close one; in which the head 
and breast were covered as with a vez/. And these 
were, in fact, the two different head-dresscs then 
in fashion, as we may see by the pictures of that time: 
One of which was so open, that the whole neck, 
breasts, and shoulders, were opened to view: the 
other, so securely inclosed in kerchiefs, &c. that no- 
thung could be seen above the eyes, or below the chin, 
 WarBvuRrToN, 
— ay Venetian attire. } This is a wrong read- 
ing, as appears from the impropriety of the word at- 
tire here used for a woman's Acad. dress whereas it 
Signifies the dress of any part. We should read, 
therefore, or any tire of Venetian admittance. For the 
word attire, reduced by the aphæresis, to tire, takes 
a new signification, and means only the head-dress. 
Hence tire- woman, for a dresser of the head. As to 
the meaning of the latter part of the sentence this 
may be sen by a paraphrase of the whole speech.— 
Your face is so good, says the speaker, that it would 
become any head- dress worn at court, either the open 
or the close, or indeed any rich and fashionable one 
worth adorning with Venetian point, or which will ac- 
mit to be adorned. | [Of Venetian admittance. } The 
fashionable lace, at _ time was Vexctian pornt. 
177 WARBURTON. 
This note 1s ne. except in the explanation 
of Venetian adnattance.; but I am afraid this whole sys- 
tem of dress is ungupported by evidence. Jonxs0x. 
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/ Venetian admittance.) i. e. of a fashion re- 
ceived from Venice. So, in Mestward Hoe, 1606, 
by Decker and Webster: © —now 8he's in that Ita- 
lian head-tire you sent her.“ Dr. Farmer proposes 
to read of Venetian remittance. Dr. Warbur- 
ton might have found the same reading in the quarto, 
1630. Instead of tire-valant, I would read trire- 
zolant. Stubbs, who describes most minutely every 
article of female-dress, has mentioned none of these 
terms, but speaks of vails depending from the top of 
the head, and flying behind in loose folds. The 
word volant was in use before the age of Shakspere. 
find it in Wilfride Holmes's Fall and evil —— of 
Rebellion, 1537 * 
« high volant in any thing divine.” | 

Tire vellet, in the old to, may be printed, as Mr. 
Tollet observes, by mistake, for tire- velvet. We 
know that velvet-hoods were worn in the age of Shak- 
pere. 2 STEEVENS. 

Among the presents sent by the Queen of Spain to 
the Queen of England, in April 1606, was a velvet 
cap with gold buttons. MM LONE. 

267. nene to thy own merit. 

STEEVENS. 
The ſolio reads: thou art e v9 $0. 


Malo. 

271. Fortin th fe. Was the beginning of an 
old ballad, in which were enumerated all the 
misfortunes that fall upon mankind, through the ca- 
price of fortune. See note on The Custom of the 
| | "M1 Countxy, 
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Country, A. 1. S 1. by Mr. Theobald, who observes, 
that this ballad is mentioned again in a comedy by 
John Tatham, printed 1660, called The Rump, or 
Mirror of the Times, wherein a Frenchman is intro. 


duced at the bonfire made for the burning of the 


rumps, and catching hold of Priscilla, will oblige her 
to dance, and orders the music to play Fortune my 
Foe. See also Lingua, Vol. V. Dodsley's collection 
of Old Plays, p. 188; and Tom Essence, 1667, p. 7. 
Rep, 

This tune is the identical air now known by the 
song of Death and the Lady, to which the metrical 
lamentations of extraordinary criminals have been 


usually chanted for upwards of these two hundred 
years. REMARKs, 


The first and second folio read: / $ee what thou 
wert af Fortune, thy foe were not Nature thy friend. 
The passage is not in the early quarto. 

ie Bucklers-bury, &c.]  Bucklers-bury, in the 
time of Shakspere, was chiefly inhabited by druggists, 
who sold all kind of herbs, green as well as dry. 

| | STEBVENS, 
So, in Decker's — Hoe, a comedy, 160% 


Go into Bucklers-bury, and fetch me two ounces of 


preserved melounes, look there be no tobacco taken in 
the shop- when he weighs it.” Again, in the same 
play: „Run into! Bucklers-bury, and fetch me 15 
ounces of eee. some epermacetz, and tre 
MaLoxz, 


* 
317. N 4 — 1. e. that Falstaff who 
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We 
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NE, 
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is retired may hear. This passage is only found in 
the two elder quartos. Srrrvxs. 

346. I love thee—and none but thee; | The words 
printed in italicks, which are characteristick, and 
spoken aside, deserve to be restored from the old quar- 
to. He had used the same words before to Mrs. Ford. 

MALONE. 

352. ———how you drumble a. The reverend 
Mr. Lamb, the editor of the antient metrical history 
of the Battle Floddon, observes that—look how you 
drunble, means—how confused you are ; and that in the 
North, drumbled ale is muddy, disturbed ale. Ts, © 
Scottish proverb in Ray's collection: 

* Itis good fishing in drumbling waters. 

Again, in Have with you to Saffron Walden, 'or Gabriel 
Harvey's hunt is up, this word occurs: —gray-beard 
drumbling over a discourse.“ Again: & —yonr fly 
in a box is but a drumble-bee in comparison of it.” 
Again: „ —this drumbling course. STEEVENS. 

To drumble, in Devonshire, signifies to mutter in a 
zullen and inarticulate voice. No other sense of the 
word will either explain this interrogation, or the 
passages adduced in Mr. Steevens's note. To drumble 


and dre ne are often used in connexion. HExLEV. 
A drumble Ee) ewe a drone or humble-bee. 
MALONE, 


363. ——and en it chal appear.) 1 
would point differently. 
And of the season too; — it shall appear. 
Ford seems to allude to the cuckold's horns. 80 
Hy -” afterwards: 


0 


Customs of Manors, p. 168, is the same phrase em- 


reads, and rightly. It is a term in fox- hunting, 


tion was made by Mr. Theobald. Evans's applica- 
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afterwards: „And so buffets himself on the fore. 
head, crying, peer out, peer out.“ Ma tox. 

I am satisfied with the old punctuation. In the 
Rape of Lucrece, our poet makes his heroine compare 
herself to an „ wunseasonable doe; and, in Blunt's 


ployed by Ford:“ A bukke delivered him of 
seyssone, by the woodmaster and Ann of Need- 


wood. STEEVENS, 
368. —— So now wncape. |] 80 ths folio of 1623 


which Signifies to "ig out the fox when earth'd. 
WARBURTON. 
T he nee i in the foregoing sentence is to the 
stopping every hole at which a fox could enter, be- 
fore they uncape or turn him out of the bag in which 
he was brought, I suppose every one has heard of a 
g NM... SrEEVIX«sñ 
440. ——ln your teeth ——] This dirty restora- 


tion of the doctor's werds is not in the folio. 

| STEEVENS, 
465 ale” $ | wealth] Some light may be given 
to those who shall endeavour to calculate the increas 

of English wealth, by observing, that Latymer, in 
the time of Edward VI. mentions it as a proof of 
his father's prosperity. That though but a yeoman, ht 
gave his daughters five pounds each for her portion. At 
the latter end of Elizabeth, Seven. hundred pounds 
were such a temptation to cpurtship, as made Fo 
* L; | other 
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other motives suspected. Congreve 'makes twelve 
thousand pounds more than a counterbalance to'the 
iffectation of Belinda. No poet would now fy his 
fayourite character at less than fifty thousand. 
FoaNnsovw. 
If opportunity and humblest uit]! Dr. Thirtby 
imagines, that our author with more propriety wrote, 
If importunity and humölest suit. 
I have not ventur'd to disturb the text, because it 
may mean, If the frequent opportunities you find of 
zolliciting my father, and your obsequiousness to him, 
cannot get him over to your party, &. THEOBALD. 

472. I'll make à Shaft or bolt on't:] To make à bolt 
er a at of a thing is enumerated by Ray, in his col- 
lection of proverbial phrases. Reev. 

494 — come cut and long tail, ——] 7. e. come 
poor, or rich, to offer himself as my rival. The fol- 
lowing is the origin of the phrase. According to the 
forest laws, the dog of a man, Who had no right to 
the privilege of chace, was obliged te cut, or lato his 
dog, among other modes of disabling him, by de- 
priving him of his tail. A dog so cut was called à cut, 
or curt- tail, and by contraction cur. Cut and long tail 
therefore signified the dog of a clown, and the dog of 
a gentleman. 

Again, in The first Part of the Eighth liberal Science, 
entituled Ars Adulandi, &c. devised und compiled by 
Ulpian Fultell, 1576: —< yea, even their very dogs, 
Rug, Rig, and Risbie, yea, cut and long taile, they 
Shall be welcome.  STREVENS, 

| Hiij ————come 
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——come cut and long tail. —.] I can see no meaning 


in this phrase. Slender promises to make his mistress 


a gentlewoman, and probably means to say, he will 
deck her in a gown of the court - cut, and with a long 


train or tail. In the comedy of Eastward Hoe, i; 
this passage: The one must be ladyfied forsooth, 
and be attired just to the court cut and long tayle;“ 
which seems to justify our reading Court cut and long 
tail. Six J. Hawkins 

Come cut and long-tail;—]. This phrase is often 
found in old plays, and seldom, if ever, with any 
variation, The change therefore proposed by Sir 
John Hawkins cannot be received without great vio- 
lence to the text. Whenever the words occur, they 
- always bear the same meaning, and that meaning is 
obvious enough without any explanation. The origin 
of the phrase may however admit of some dispute, 
and it is by no means certain that the account of it, 
here adopted by Mr. Steevens from Doctor Johnson, 
is well founded. That there ever existed such a mode 
of disqualifying dogs by the laws of the forest as is 
here asserted, cannot be acknowledged without evi: 
dence, and no authority is quoted to prove that such 
a custom at any time prevailed. The writers on this 
subject are totally silent as far as they have come to 
my knowledge. Manhood who wrote on the Forest 
Laws before they were entirely disused, mentions 
expeditation or cutting off three claws of the fore · foot 
as the only manner of lawing dogs; and with his ac. 


count the Charter of the rag pa seems to agree. Were 
| ""*,.. 


— 


gy 
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to offer a conjecture, I should suppose that, the 
phrase originally referred to horses, which might be 
denominated cut and long-tail, as they were curtailed 
of this part of their body, or allowed to enjoy its full 
growth; and this might be practised according to the 
difference of their value, or the uses to which they 
were put. In this view, cut and long-tail would include 
the whole species of horses good and bad. In sup- 
port of this opinion it may be added, that formerly 
a cut was a word of reproach in vulgar colloquial 
abuse, and I believe is never to be found applied to 
horses but to those of the worst kind. After all, i 
any authority can be produced to countenance Dr 
Johnson's explanation, I shall be very ready to re- 
tract every thing that is here said. See also note on 
the Match at Midnight. Dodsley's Collection of Old 
Plays, Vol. VII. p. 424. Edit. 1780. Rp. 
The last conversation I had the honour to enjoy with 
Sir William Blackstone was on this subject; and by a 
ries of accurate references to the whole collection of 
ancient Forest Laus, he convinced me of our repeated 
error, expeditation, and genuscission, being the only 
established and technical modes ever used for dis- 
abling the canine species. Part of the tails of spaniels 
indeed are generally cut off ſornamenti gratia While 
they are puppies, so that (admitting a loose descrip- 
tion) every kind of dog is comprehended in the 
phrase of cut and long tail, and every rank of people 
in the same nn if metaphorically used. | 
STBEVENS. 
513- 


. 
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513. ——happy man le his dole I] a prover. 
. bual expression. See Ray's nn p. 116. edit. 
3 ö STrfvens, M. 
836. Anne. Alas, I fad rather be ct 0 1 te i” 
"earth, ( 
| And bow!'d io death with tarnips.] Can 5 
we think the speaker would thus ridicule her own im. Ill © 
precation? We may be sure the last line should be 
given to the procuress, Quickly, who would mock the 

Young woman's aversibn for her master the doctor. 
WARBURTON, 
— ct art 1 the earth, : 
And bowl'd to death with turnips.) This is » MW" 
common proverb in the southern counties. I find al. Wy” 
most the same expression in Ben Johnson's Bartholo. 
mew Fuir- Would T had been set in the ground, all 
but the head of wn and had my brains bowl'd at.” _ 
- CoLLms, 
547. te a physidian y] I should read fed 
er a physitian, meaning SENATE and Caius. $ 
Jonxsox. 
Sir Tho. Hanmer bende vscch lg to Dr. Johnsons 
conjecture. This may be right. Or my Dame 
Quickly may allude to the proverb, a man of forty i 
either a bl or a Nysitian; but she asserts her master 
to be both. | | Faux. 
Mr. Dennis, of irascible Ay ho altered this 
play, and brought it on the stage, in the year 1702, 
under the title of The Comice! Gallant, (when; thanks 


boa the alterer, it was fairly RY has introduced 
the 
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the proverb at which Mrs. Quickly's allusion appears 

to be pointed. SrREvxs, 
once to- night! i. e. ametime to-night. So 

in a letter from the sixth earl of Northumberland 


(quoted in the notes on the household book of the 
n Wt earl of that name) ; **——notwithstanding I trust 
„. oo de able ons to set up a chapell off mine one. 
he STEEVENS., 
he 557. — She means to Say $Pect- 
ally. STEEVENS. 
x, 569. In former copies :—as they would have drown'd 
« blind bitch's puppies, ] I have ventured to trans- 
dose the adjective here, against the authority of the 
al. ßrinted copies. I know, in horses, a colt from a blind 


„. Lallion loses much of the value it might otherwise 
u Wb@v< 3 but are puppies ever drown'd the sooner, for 
coming from a blind bitch ? The author certainly wrote, 

vs, Nie would have drown'd @ blind bitch's puppies. 
2 THEOBALD:« 
The transposition may be Justified from the follow 
on. Ning passage in the Two Gentlemen of Verona: — one 
ns chat I saved from drowning, when three or four of 
lis lind brothers and sisters went to it.“ STEEV BNS. 
644. Yea, a buck basket] The old quarto 
has,——By the lord, a buck- basket, which surely 
ght to be restored. The editor of the first folio, 
o avoid the penalty of the statute of King James I. 
eads e &c. and the editor of the second, 


anks N bich has been followed by the moderns, has made 
aced Malstaff desert his own character, and assume the 
the enguage of a Puritan MALONE. 


662. 
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662, several deaths :] Thus the folio and the 
most correct of the quartos, The first quarto reads 
regions deaths. Srexvxxs. 
663. ——detefted with——] Thus the old copies. 
With was sometimes used for of: So, a little after, 
I sooner will suspect the sun with cold. ? 
Detected of a jealous, &c.] would have been the 
common grammar of the. times. The modern edi- 
tors read by. 5 | Srrvytxs. 
663. ——33ʃ5,.——] A bibo is a Spanish blade, of 
walk the excellence is flexibleness and elasticity. 


Johxsox. 
ibo, from Bilhca, a city of n where the 
best blades are made. A STEEVENS. 


669. ——tidney.——-] Kidney in this phrase now 
Signifies kind or qualities, but Falstaff means, 2 man 
whose kidnes are as fut as mine. Jonxsox. 

686. — adress me———-] 1. e. make myself 
ready. So in K. Henry V. 

. e for our march we are addrest. 
| DB Srrkvrxs. 

78 f. eee ee - mad. There is no image 
which our author appears so fond of, as that of cuck- 
old's horns. Scarcely a light character is introduced 
that does not endeavour to produce merriment by 
some allusion to horned husbands. As he wrote his 
plays for the stage rather than the press, he perhaps 


_ reviewed them seldom, and did not observe this re- 


petition; or finding the jest, however frequent still 

9285 n, did not think Aue necessary. 

0 | Jonson. 
| This 
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This is a very trifling scene, of no use to the plot, 
and I Should think of no great delight to the au- 
dience; but Shakspere best knew what would please. 
JoHNsON. 
We may suppose this 6 scene to have been a very en- 
tertaining one to the audience for which it was 
written, Many of the old plays exhibit pedants in- 
ztructing their scholars. Marston has a very long 
one in his What you will, between a schoolmaster, and 
Holofernes Nathamel, &c. his pupils. The title. of 
this play was perhaps borrowed by Shakspere, to join 
to that of Twelfth Night. What you Will appeared in 
1607. Twelfth Night, in 1623. - STEEVENS. 


ACT IW. 


P——_ 


* 


line 6. — ZTORUM, larum, forum.] Taylor, the 
water- poet, has borrowed this jest, such as. it JS * 
character of a strumpet: | | 
And come to horum harum wharum, thee. 
che proves a great proficient among men. 
STEBVENS., 
be. —to hich and to 444—1 Sir William 
Blackstone thought that this, in Dame Quickly's lan- 
guage, Signifies © to stammer or hesitate, as boys day 
n saying their lessons ; but Mr. Steevens, with 
| mere 
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more probability, supposes a it signifies, in her dia. 
lect, to do mischief. | Mar one, 
70. you must be preeches.] Sir Hugh means 
to 8ay——you must 2 breech'd, i. e. flogg'd. To 
breech i is to flog. | STEEVENS' 
78. ——$rag——] I am told that this word is 
ail used by the common people in the neighbourhood 
of Bath, where it signifies ready, alert, sprightly, and 
is pronounced as if it was written—sprack. STEEVENs, 
101. ——unes-—] 7. e. lunacy, frenzy. See a 
note on the Winter's Tale. The quarto 1630, and the 
folio, read lines, instead of lunes. The elder quartos 
—his old vaine again. © ©. STBEVEXs, 
101. ——he 50 takes on] To take on, which is 
now used for to grieve, seems to be used by our author 
for to rage. ERIE) it was ads cc to any passion. 

Jonxson. 
It is likewis) uhed FAM to rage, by N ashe, in Pier 
Pennylesse his svpplication, &c. 1592 : Some will 
| take on like a madman, if they fe a Pig come to table.” 


 _MaLovt. | 
105. ——peer Py 2 4 is, appear hors. 
Shakspere is at his old lunes. | JoHNs0s, 


And buffets himself on the forehead, crying, peer out, 
peer out !] Shakspere here refers to the practice 
children, when they call on a | mal to push forth h 
horns: 

4 Prer out, peer out, peer out rer your hole. 
Or else I beat you 2 — as a coal.“ HxNIIT 

i r eee ene 132 


. » 7 tw 


ty d to his gyrdl for lozyng.” . 


132. But what make you here ?] An obsolete ex- 
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pression for what do you here. MALONE. 
140. — e i. e. that ĩs a list, an in- 
ventory. STEEVENS, 
en ebstraf.—] i. e. a short note or * 
So, in Hamlet, 
The abstract, and brief chronicle of the times,” 
MaLone. 


156, ——her rum bat, and her muffler too: 


The thrum is the end of a weaver's warp, and we may 
suppose, was used for the purpose of making coarse 
hats. In the Midsummer Night's Dream, 
1 O fates, come, come, 

| «. Cut thread and thrum.” | | 
A muffler was some part of dress that covered the 
face. So, in the Cobler's Prophecy, 1594 : 

«© Now is she bare-fac'd to be seen trait on 

her Muffler goes. 


Again, in Laneham's account of Queen Elizabeth's 


entertainment at Kenelworth castle, 1575 : © ——his 
mother lent him a nu muffar for a napkin, that was 
STEEVENS. 
196. You youth] This is the reading of the old 
quarto, and in my opinion preferable to that of the 
folio, which only has“ Youth in a basket! 
. MAL ONE. 

202, — b —1 The force of the phrase 

I did not understand when our former impression of 
Shakspere was prepared; and therefore gave these 
two words as part of an imperfect sentence. One of 
the obsolete senses of the verb, to pass, is, to go beyond 
* bounds 
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bounds. So, in Sir Clyomon, Sc. knight of the Golden 
Shield, 1599: 

I have such a deal of substance here when Bri. 

tan's men are slaine, 

« That it passeth. O that I had while to stay !” 
Again, in the translation of the Menechmi, 1595; 
This passeth, that I meet with none, but thus they 
vexe me with strange speeches.  STEEVENS, 

age. —— thts wrongs you. This is below your cha- 
racter, unworthy of your understanding, injurious to 
your honour. So, in The Taming of the Shrew, Bianca, 
being ill- treated by her rugged sister, says, | 

« You wrong me much, indeed you wrong your. 
N self.“ JoHNnsoN, 
242. — his wite's leman.——] Leman, i. e. lover, 
is derived from de, Dutch, beloved, and man. 

>  STEEVENS, 

254. She works\by charms, &c. J Concerning some 
ald woman of Breutford, there are several ballads; 
among the rest, Julian of Brengford's last Wall and 
Testament, 1399. W Bow $47 STREVENS. 
This, without doubt, was the person alluded to; 
for in the early quarto Mrs. Ford says, my maid's 

aunt, Gillian of Brentford, hath a gown above. 

So also, in Mesttuaru Hoey 1607 : © I doubt that old 

_ hag Gullian of Brainford, has bewitched me, &c. 
Matrox. 

Mr. Stoevens perhaps, Wunde misled by the vague 
expression of the Stationers book, 1y! of Breywtford's 
Testament, to which he seems to allude, was written by 
Robert, andprinted by William Copland, long before 
* _ 
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1099 · But this the only publication it is believed con- 
cerning the above lady at present known, is certainly 
no ballad. REMARKS. 
lulian of Brainford's testament, is mentioned by 
Laneham in his letter from Killingwoorth Castle, 
1575, amongst many other works of established noto- 
riety. HENLEY. 
255, -= uch daubery——] Dauberies are ann. 
So, in K. Lear, Edgar says, 
« cannot daub it further.“ STEEVENS. 
264. ——ronyon/——] Ronyon, applied to a wo- 
man, means, as far as can be traced, much the same 
with scal/ or scab spoken of a man. Jokxsox. 
So, in Macbeth, 
« Aroint thee witch, the rubap-thd ronyon cries. 


From Regneux, Fr. So, again: The roynzsh clown, 


in As You Like it. STEEVENS. 
272. — a great peard ;] One of the __—_ of a 
$upposed witch was a beard. 


So, in the Duke's Mistress, 1698: 
% na chin, without all controversy, * 
95 To goa fishing with a watches beard on't.” 
STEEVENS. 


273. ——l oþy @ great peard under ler muffler, As the 
cond stratagem, by which Falstaff escapes is much 


the grosser of the two, I wish it had been practised 
first. It is very unlikely that Ford, having been 80 


. deceived before, and knowing that he had been de- 


Fea would suffer him to escape in so slight a dis- 
guise. « Jonxsox. 

276. h out 4 upon no traii ,] The ex- 
a I j pression 
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pression is taken from the hunters. Trail is the scent 
left by the passage of the game. To cry out, is to 
open or bark. , Jenes, 
So, in Hamlet, * N 
« How chearfully on the false trail they cry. 
Oh this is counter, ye false Danish dogs“ 
STEEVENS, 
291, —— the way of waste, attempt us again, Ji. e. 
he will not make further attempts to ruin us, by cor- 
rupting our virtue, and destroving our reputation. 
- STEEVENS, 
300. no period —] Shakspere seems, by no pe- 
riod, to mean, no proper catastrophe. Of this Hanmer 
was so well persuaded, that he thinks it nesessary to 
read no right period. | STEEVENS, 
314. —— they must come off ;—] To come af, is 
to pay. In this sense it is used by Massinger, in The 
Unnatural Combat, act IV. sc. ii. where a wench, de- 
manding money of the father to keep his bastard, 
says, „Will you come off, sir g' Again, in Wecker's 
If thas be not a good Play the Devil is in it, 1612: 
Do not your gallants come off roundly then?“ 
STEEVENS. 
321. I rather will auspetk the un with cold, Thus 
the modern editions. — The old ones read—with gold, 
which may mean, I rather will suspect the sun can be 
a thief, or be corrupted by @ bribe, than thy honour 
can be betrayed to wantonness. Mr. Rowe silently 
made the change, which succeeding editors have as 
silently adopted. A wh of a similar king occurs 


Were IV. Part I. N 
: 40 ; Shall 
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Shall the blessed gun of heaven prove a micker?” 
I have not, however, displaced Mr. Rowe's emend- 
ation; as a zeal to preserve old readings without dis- 
tinction, may sometimes prove as injurious to the 
author's reputation, as a desire to introduce new ones, 
without attention to the quaintness of ꝓhraseology 
then in use. | STEEV ENS. 
The examples here adduced by Mr. Steevens are, 
1 fear, scarcely in point; for in every one of them the 
To rather coalesces with aLt, than with the respec- 
tive verb which follows it. An instance more to * 
purpose occurs in Comms, v. g66. a7 
« I do not think my sister so to-sceh, 
« Or so unprigcipled in virtue's boox 
At the same time it may be remarked that all-to, in 
the sense of altogether (which Mr. Warton has judi- 
avusly restored) is used in the same context, 
« She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her 
wings, 
« That in the various bustle of resort 
% Were all- to ruffled———- a & 
In North's Plutarch is a passage which will | 
the observation above: setting forth our cits, 
like a glorious woman, al! to be garoded [all-tg,be- 
gauded | with gold and precious stones. E. 174. 
Perhaps the line in K. John, should be thus printed: 
Is all- to wanton, and too full of gauds 
HENLEY. 
347. —end takes the catle;] To tale, i in Shak - 


I 1 spere, 


= 
- 
- * 
—_—_— 
d v 


— on 
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spere, signifies to seize or strike with a disease, to 
blast. So, in Lear : 
46 Strike her young bones, 
« Ye taking airs, with lameness. Jonnsox, 
So, in Markham's Treatzse of Horses, 1595, chap. 8. 
« Of a horse that is taken. A horse that is bereft of 
his feeling, mooving or styrring, is said to be taken, 
and in sooth so hee is, in that he is arrested by so vil. 
lainous a disease, yet some farriors, not well under. 
standing the ground of the disease, conster the word 
talen, to be striken by some planet or evil- spirit, which 


is false, &c. Thus our poet: 


« _——No planets Ear no faĩry takes." 
_ ToLLEr, 
351. de- headed eld] Eld seems to be used 
here, for what our poets call in Macbet the olden time. 
It is employed in ee for ond to 3 
and decrepitude, 
« —— doth beg the alms 0 | 
„ Of palsied eld.“ STEEVENS, 
960. Disguts'd like Herne! bh ly huge horns on his 
head.] This line, which is not in the folio, was re- 
stored from the old quarto by Mr. Theobald. Heat 
the same time introduced another from the same copy 
, We'll send him word to meet us in the field 
which is clearly unnecessary, and indeed improper; 
for the word field relates to two preceding lines of 
the quarto, which have not been introduced: 
266 Sg 8 for that ro a _ been so deceiv'd, 
| | « As 
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« As that he dares not meet us in the house, 
« We'll send him word to meet us in the field. 
| MALONE, 
367. ——urchins, ouphes,— — The primitive 
ignification of urchin is a hedge-hog. In this sense it 
is used in the Tempest. Hence it comes to signify any 
thing little and dwarfish. Oupk is the Teutonick word 
for a fairy or goblin. STEEVENS. 
372. With some diffused ong.——] A diffused ong 
signifies a Song that strikes out into wild sentiments 
beyond the bounds of nature, such as those whose 
subject is fairy land. WARBURTON. 
Diffused may mean confused. So in Stowe's Chronicle, 
p. 553- © Rice, quoth he, (i. e. Cardinal Wolsey,) 
speak you Welch to them: I doubt not but thy speech 
Shall be more diffuse to him, than his French shall be 
to thee.”” ere. 
By diffused song, Shakspere may mean such irregu- 
lar songs as mad people sing. Kent, in K. Lear, when 
he has determined to assume the appearance of a tra- 
velling lunatick, declares his resolution to diffuse his * 
n 2. e. to give it the turn peculiar to madness. 
| STEEVENS. 
375. And, Jairy-like, ro pinch the unclean harght ; | 
The grammar requires us to read : 
And, farry-like roo, ou the ink knight, « 
WARBURTON, 
This should perhaps be written to- inch, as one word. 
This use of to, in composition with verbs, is very com- 
mon in Gower and Chaucer, but must have been 
| rather 
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rather antiquated in the time of Shakspere. See, 
Gower, De Confess:one Amantis, B. iv. fol. 7. 
All to-tore is myn araie.“ | 
And Chaucer, Reeve's Tale, 1169: 
« DD mouth and nose to-broke."' 
The oonstruction will otherwise be very hard. 
TYRWHITY, 
I add a hs more e to she that this use of 
the preposition to was not entirely antiquated. Spen- 
rr <a 2= vg WC 9411: 
„With briers and buahes all r and $crat- 
3 hed.” 
Again, b. v. c. 8. 
With locks all loose, and raiment all to· tore. 
Again, b. v. c. 9 + 
« Made of strange stuffe, but all . and 
| - Tagged, 
2454: ob And underneath the breech was all to-torne and 
rat jagged: 7 
Again, in the Three Lords of - „1390: 
« The post at which he runs, and all t-burns it.“ 
Again, in Arden of Feversham, 1392: 
y atchet sattin doublet, all to-torn. SrEEVRRSò. 
380. —pinch him caund, ] i. e. Soundly. The ad- 
| jeRtive used as an adverb. STBEVENS. 
394- That alk will I go buy; and, in that time] Mr. 
Theobald, referring that time to the time of buying 
the silk, alters it to tire. But there is no need of any 
change; thit time evidently relating to the time of the 
mask with which Falstaff was to be entertained, and 
| which 


. © RF © ©” 


ee, 
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which makes the whole subject of this dialogue. 
Therefore _ common reading is right. 
' WARBURTON. 
399. ee Properties are little incidental 
necessaries to a theatre, exclusive of scenes and dres-- 
ses. Srekvgxs. 
400. —tricking for our fairies.] To trick, is to 
dress out. So, in Milton | 
« No trick'd and frounc'd as she was wont, 
“With the Attic boy to hunt; ; 
But kirchief'd in a homely cloud.” STzzvens. 
41g. ——what thick-skin . —] I meet with this 
term of abuse in Warner's Albion's England, 1602, 
book vi. chap. go. 
© That he so foul a thick-skin should so fair a 
lady catch.” . STEEVENS- 
418. ——<tanding-bed, and truckle-bed; — The 
usual furniture of chambers in that time was a stand- 
ing bed, under which was a trochle, truckle, or running 
bed. In the standing-bed lay the master, and in the 
truckle-bed the servant. So, in Hall s Account 94 4 
Servile Tutor. 

A « He heth in the trackle-bed, 12 18 
« While his young master lieth o'er his head.“ 
Jonxsox. 
80, in the Return from Parnassus, 1606: 
When I lay in a trundle-bed under my tutor.“ 
And here the tutor has the upper bed. Again, in 
Heywood's Royal King, &c. 1637: ——$hew these 
gen « 


44A. 
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gentlemen into a close room with a standing-bed in't, 
and a truckle too,” | STEEVENS, 


420, '——Anthropophaginian] i. e. a canibal. See 
Othello, act i. It is here used as a sounding word to 
astonish Simple. Ephesien, which follows, has no more 
meaning. STEEVENS, 

490. —— Bohemian- Tartar——] The French call 
a Bohemian what we call a Gypsey; but I believe the Host 
means nothing more than, by a wild appellation, to 
insinuate that Szmple makes a strange appearance. 

Jokxsox. 

In Germany there were several companies of ya- 
gabonds, &c. called Tartars and Zigens. These 
were the same in my opinion,“ says Mezeray, a 
those the French call Bokemzans, and the English Gyp- 
sies. Bulteel's Translation A Mezerey's History if 
France, under the year 1417. ' - Torxxr. 
436. — ite man] In our author's time 

female dealers in palmistry and fortune- telling were 

usually denominated wise women. So the person from 

whom Heywood's play of The Mise Women of Hogsden, 

168, takes its title, is employed in answering many 
such questions as are the _ of Simple's enquiry. 
Rev. 

438. Se e at; He calls poor Simpl: 


mel abel, because he stands with his mouth open. 
JonnsoN 


444. 6 ST, 
Cual them or thou dx!) In both the 
PE instances, 


4 V. 
instances, Dr. Farmer thinks we should read, named; 
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STEEVENS. 
467. — 5 z, e. Scholar-like. So, in the 
Two Gentlemen of Verona, ; 
66 'Tis very clerkly done.“ an. 
471. -l paid nothing for it neither, but was 
taid for my learning] He alludes to the beating which 
he had just received. The same Play on words occurs 
in Cymbeline, act v. 
« ——0rry you have paid too much, and sorry 
e that you are paid too much.” STEEVENS. 
479. ——three German devils, three Doclor Fau- 
ituses.] John Faust, commonly called Doctor Faustus, 
was a German. STEEVENS. 
511. ——Pranero——] A game at cards. 
Jounxs0N. 
——since I foreswore myself at Primero.] Primers 
was, in Shakspere's time the fashionable game. In the 
earl of Northumberland's letters about the powder 
plot, Josc. Percy was playing at Primero on Sunday, 
when his uncle, the conspirator, called on him at 
Essex House. This game is again mentioned in our 
author's Henry Vll. PRC. 
572, —— to 5ay my prayers,] These words are 
restored from the early quarto. 'They were probably 
omitted in the folio, on account of the stat. 3 Jac. I. 
c. 21. MALONE. 


528, — ain of an old woman, ——] The text 
must certainly be restor'd a wood woman, a Crazy, 
irantick woman; one too wild, and silly, and unmean- 

- ing, 
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ing, to have either the malice, or mischievous subtlety 


of a witch in her. - THEOBALD, 
The reading of the old copy is fully eee by 
what Falstaff says to Ford: 


I went to her, Master Brook, as you see, like a 
poor old man; but I came from her, Master Brook, 
like a poor old woman. Mallon. 
334. ——what adoe is here to bring you together! 
The great fault of this play is the frequency of ex- 


pressions so profane, that no necessity of preserving 


character can justify them. There are laws of higher 
authority than those of criticism. Jonnson, 

552. Fat Sir John Falstaff] The words 
Sir Join, —hich are not in the first folio, were ar- 

bitrarily inserted in the second, to supply the metre, 

The corresponding passage in the early quarto, 

„ Whereon-fat Falstaffe hath a mighty scarre, “ 
{a misprint for scene], renders it highly probable that 
the omitted word was that above printed i in Italicks. 
I would therefore read, 

 —— Without the shew of both; wherein fat Falstaff 


Hath a great scene | MATLONE, 
« ——————Sir John Faltaff © 
« Hath @ great scene; the image of the al an: 
« PU em you at large. 


A similar allusion to a custom still in use of hang- 
ing out painted representations of shows, occurs in 
Bussy d Ambors 7 
“The witch policy makes him like a monster 
Kept only to Shew men for goddesse money: 
5 | | 41 That 


p 
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« That false hagge oftens paints him in her cloth 
« Ten times more monstrous than he is in troth.”” 
| | Hr. 
553. the image of the jest] Image is represen - 
tation. So, in K. Richard Il. © ; 
« And looking on his images.“ STEEVENS. 
357. —is here ;j——]2. e. in the letter. 
STEEVENS, 
558, —— are somewhat rank on foot, ] i. e. while they 
are hotly pursuing other merriment of their own. 
STEEVENS. 
562. ——cven strong against that match] Thus 
the old copies. The modern editors read ever, but 
perhaps without necessity. Even strong, is as strong, 
with a cimilar degree of strength. So, in Hamlet, 
„eden christian.“ 
is, /ellow christian. | STEEVENS. 
565. tasking of their minds,] So, in another 
play of our author. "1 
6 some things of weight 
« That tas our thoughts concerning us and 
France.“ STEEVENS, | 
574. — to devote We might read denote 
So, afterwards: 
the white will desipher her well neigh ” 
STEEVENS. 
surely we not only may, but ought, to read—denote 
In the folio 1623, the word is exhibited thus: denote. 
It is highly probable that the » was reversed at the 
1 , press. 
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press. So, in Muck ado about Nothing, we meet: 
« He is turu'd orthographer' '—instead of turn'd, 
Again, in The Winter's Tale. 


A Lovely apart——" for © Lonely apart.” 

Again, in Hamlet, quarto, 1605, we meet this very 

word put by an error of the press for denote : 
„Together with all forms, modes, ships of grief 

That can deuote me truly.“ 


Again, in Othello; ** —to the contemplation, mark and 
© denotement of parts — instead of denotement. Again, in 
All's Well that Ends Well, act i. —the mystery of your 


toueliness” instead of loneliness. Again, in K. John: 
« This expeditions charge.” Again, ib. ( involuerable,” 
for“ involnerable.”* Again, in K. Henry V. act iii. 


5 Leuity and Wy” for “ for Lenity and 


cruelty.” MA Loxe. 
576. ——quertt in green, ] ——may mean fantas- 
tically drest in fen. So, in Milton's Masque at Lud: 


low Castle: 
6 lest the place, 


« And this quaint habit breed astonishment.” 
Quaintness, however, was anciently used to signify 


gracefulness. So, in Green's Dialogue between a He and 


a.$he Coney-catcher, 1592 : I began to think what a 
handsome man he was, and wished that he would 
dome and take a night's lodging with me, sitting ina 
dump to think of the guaintness of his personage.“ 

In the Two Gentlemen of Verona, act iii. quaintly is used 
ſor ingemously o | 


& ladder 


2. 2 r 8 5 5 - 
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66 ——ladder quaintly made of cords." 
STEEVENS. 
In Daniel's Sonnets, 1594, it is used for fantastich. 
« Prayer's prevail not with a quaint disdayne,”” 
Matoxg. 


ee 


—— 


Line 8. Hot up your head, and mince.) To 
mince is to walk with affected delicacy. So, in the 
Merchant of Venace, | 
„turn two mncng steps 
«Into a manly stride.”” STEEVENS.” 

36. ——enay-word——] i. e. a watch- word. Mrs. 


Quickly has already used it in this sense. STEEVENS. 
43 — MAN means evil but the devil, 1 This 


is a double blunder; for some, of whom this was 
spoke, were women. We should read them, No ont 
means. | WARBURTON. 

There is no blunder. In the ancient interludes and 
moralities, the beings of supreme power, excellence, 
or depravity, are occasionally styled men. So, in Muc} 
ado about Nothing, Dogberry says: „God's a good 

an.” Again, in an Epitaph, part of which has been 
borrowed as an absurd one, by Mr. Pope and his as- 
sociates, who were not very well acquainted with an- 
cient phraseology : 


, 


K ij % Do 


112 ANNOTATIONS UPON 44. 

«© Doall we can, 

„ Death is a man 

That never spareth none.“ 
Again, in Jeronimo, or the First Part of the Span 
Tragedy, 1605: 

« You're e thought on, save the devil.“ 

STEEVENS, 
57. - nd the Welch devil Evans ?] The former 

impression, and the Welch devil Herne? But Falstaff 
was to represent Herne, and he was no Welchman, 
Where was the attention or sagacity of our editors. 
not to observe that Mrs. Ford is inquiring for Evans 
by the name of the Welck deri/ ? Dr. Thirlby likewise 


discovered the blunder of this passage. THEOBALD. 
I suppose only the letter H. was set down in the MS; 


and therefore, instead of Hugh (which seems to be 
the true —_ m editors substituted Herne. 
| STEEVENS. 
58. in a dir hard by Herne s oak, ——] An oak, 
which may be that alluded to by Shakspere, is still 
standing close to a pit in Windsor forest. It is yet 
shewn as the oak of Herne. STEEVENS. 
85. When gods have hot backs, what shall poor men do?) 
Shakspere had perhaps in his thoughts the argument 
which Cherea employed in a — situation. Ter, 
Eun. act iii. sc. v. | 
© — Qua codon luserat 
Jam olam ille ludum, impendio 2 8 animus 
gaudebat mihi, 


. « Deum 
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„Deum sese in hominem convertisse, atque per 
alienas tegulas 

« Venisse clanculum per eg, pere fucum fac- 
tum mulieri. 

« At quem deum? qui templa cœli summa sonit 
concutit. 

« £go homuncto hoc non facerem? Ego illud vero ita 
feci, ac lubens.”” 


A translation of Terence was published in 1598. 


MALONE. 
87. —— Send me à cool rut-time, Jove, or who can 
blame me to piss my tallow ?——] This, I find, is tech- 
nical. In Tuberville's Booke of Hunting, 1575: Dur- 
ing the time of their rut, the rats live with small sus- 
tenance.— The red mushroome helpeth well to make 
them pyse therr an they are then in so vehement 
heate, &c. | FARMER. 
In Ray's Collection of Proverbs, the phrase is yet fur- 
ther explained: He has piss'd his tallow. This is 
Spoken of bucks who grow lean after rutting- time, 
and may be applied to men.“ 7 STEEVENS. 
92. rain potatoes; ] Potatoes, when they 
were first introduced in England, were supposed to be 
strong provocatives. See Mr. Collins's note on a pas- 
sage in Trozlus and Cressida, act v. STEEVENS. 
94. ——krsmg-comfits,—] These were sugar- 
plums, perfumed to make the breath sweet. So, in 
„ s Dutchess of Malfy, 16292 
K iii 3 | 
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« Fire your pistol holds 
« Nothing but perfumes or Aissing-comfits. 
In Sweetman Arraign'd, 1620, these confections are 
called“ Aissing- causcs. Their very breath is 
sophisticated with amberpellets, and &ss:ng-causes.” 
Again, in The Siege, or Love's Convert, by Cartwright: 


kept musk-plumbs continually in my mouth, &c. 
Again in A Very Woman, by: Massinger: 
« Comfits of ambergris to help our Aisses. 
For eating these, queen Mab may be said, in Romes 
and Juliet, to plague their lips with blisters. STEEVENS. 
94. ——erzngoes. | So, in Drayton's Polyolbion, 
„Whose root th' Eringo is, the reines that doth 


inflame, 
« So strongly to performe the Cytherean game.” 
HENDERSON, 
100. * of this walk, —] Who the fellow 


is, or why he keeps his shaulders for him, I do not 


understand. Jonxsox. 
Io the keeper the eg and 23 belong as a 
perquiaite, GREY, 


So, in Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay, 1599, 
« Butter and cheese, and 4umbles of a deer, 
* Such as poor keepers have within their lodge.” 
So, in Holinshed, 1386, vol. I. p. 204 ; The keeper, 
by a custom————hath the an, head, umbles, chine 
and Soulders. 
Holinshed informs us, that in the year 15833 for Fu 
entertainment of prince Alasco, was performed © a 
verie 


: 
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verie statelie tragedie named Dido, wherein the queen's 
banquet (with Eneas narration of the destruction of 
Troic) was livelie described in a marchpaine patterne, 
—the tempest where it hauled small confefts, rained rose- 
water, and enew an artificial hind of snom, all strange, 
marvellous and abundant.“ On this circumstance very 
probably Shakspere was thinking; when he put the 
words quoted above into the mouth of Falstaff. 
STEEVENS, 
A walk, is that district in a forest, to which the 
jurisdiction of a particular keeper extends. So, in 
Lodge's Rosalynd : 
Tell me, forester, under whom maintainest 
thou thy walls? | 
Again, 61d. ** Thus, for two or three days he walked 
up and down with his brother, to shew him all the 
commodities that belonged to his walke.” MALONE. 
104. -You ORPHAN hers of fix'd destiny,] But why 
orphan heirs ? Destiny, whom they succeeded, was yet 
in being. Doubtless the poet wiote: 
You OUPHEN terrs of fix'd destiny, 
{. e. you elpes, who minister, and succeed in some of 
the works of destiny. They are called, in this play, 
both before and afterwards, ouplles; here ouphen ; en 
being the plural termination of Saxon nouns. For 
the word is from the Saxon Alrenne, lamiæ, dæmones. 
Or it may be understood to be an adjective, as wooden, 
woollen, golden, &c. _ WARBURTON. 


Dr. Warburton corrects orphan to ouphen; and not 
without 
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without plausibility, as the word on pes occurs both 
before and afterwards. But F fancy, in acquiescence 
to the vulgar doctrine, the address in this line is to 
a part of the troop, as mortals by birth, but adopted 
by the fairies: orphans in respect of their real parents, 
and now only dependant ,on destiny herself. A few 
lines from Spenser will sufficiently illustrate this 


«© The man whom keavens have ordaynd to bee 
te The spouse of Britomart is Arthegall, 
« He wonneth in the land of Fayeree, 
« Yet is no Fary borne, ne sib at all, 
4 To elfes, but sprong of seed terrestriall, 
“ And whilome by false Faries stolen away, 
« While yet in infant cradle he did crall.” &c. 
| Edit. 1590. b. iii. st. 26. 
| | FARMER. 

The old orthography of elf is thus, elphe and phayrie. 
See Middleton's Family of 1906s 1602. Might we not 
read elphen ? | HENDERSON, 

116. Crier Holgoblin, make the fairy o- yes. 

Eva. Elves, list your names; silence, you arry toys. 
These two lines were certainly intended to rhime to- 
gether, as the preceding and subsequent couplets do; 
and accordingly, in the old editions, the final words 
of each line are printed, oyes and toyes. This, there- 
fore, is a strikipg instance of the inconvenience which 
has arisen from modernizing the orthography of 
Shakspere. ha T'YRWHITT, 


117. 


— 


— 
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117. Elves list Your names, Sc.] The modern editors, 
without any authority, have given these lines to Sir 
Hugh. But in the only authenthick antient copy, the 
first folio, they are attributed to Pistol; and ought to 
be restored to him. Neither he, indeed, nor Mrs. 
Quickly, seem to have been introduced with much 
propriety here; nor are they named by Ford in a for- 
mer scene, where the intended plot against Falstaff is 
mentioned. It is highly probable, as the modern editor 
has observed, that the same performers, who had re- 
presented Pistol and Queckly, were afterwards from 
necessity employed as fairies. Their names thus crept 
into the copies, | MALONE. 
120.  ——as bulberry.] The bilberry is the whortle- 
terry. Fairies were always supposed to have a strong 
ayersion to sluttery. Thus, in the old song of Robin 
Cod Fellow. See Dr. Percy's Reliques, 
«© When house or hearth doth sluttish lye, 
« I pinch'd the maidens black and blue,” &c. 
STEEVENS. 
126. Rein up the organs of her fantaꝶ ;] 1. e. curb 
them, that she be no more disturbed by Irregular 
imaginations, than children in their sleep. For he 
adds immediately : 
Sleep She as sound as careless in fancy. 
so, in The Tempest“ 
Give not dalliance too much the REIN.“ 
And, in Measure for Measure 
] give my sensual race the REIx.“ 


uice of balm, &c.] It was an article of our ancient 
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To give the rein, being just the contrary to rein up, 
The same thought he has again in Macbeth : 
6  Merciful powers! 
« Restrain in me the cursed thoughts that na. 
ture | 
« Gives way to in repose.” WARBURTox, 
This is highly plausible; and yet, Raise up the or- 
gans of her fantasy, may mean, elevate her ideas abort 


bensualiiy, exalt them to the noblest contemplation. 


* STEEVENS, 
Bede is enjoined, wherever he finds a maid, 7hough 


she, after having prayed to the deity, should sleep in 


consequence of her innocence, as soundly as an inf ant 
to elevate her fancy, and amuse her mind with some 
delightful vision.—A comma should, I think, be placed 
after fantasy, and a semicolon after infancy. Sleep sie 
— has the force of—though she sleep. Marlon. 
134. In state as wholesome, ] The Oxford edi. 
tor, not 93 * of wholesome, has altered 
it to, . | 
In Site as wholesom, | 
and so has made the wish a most absurd one. For the 
site or situation must needs be what it is, till the ge- 


neral destruction. But wholsom here signifies integer. 
He wishes the castle may stand in its present state of 


perfection, which the following words plainly sher 
as in state tis fit. | WARBURTON. 6% 


136. The several chairs of order, look you scour with 


luxury, to rub tables, &c. with aromatick herbs. 
Pliny 


1 


11 
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AV. MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR. = 119 
Pliny informs us, that the Romans did the same to 


drive away evil spirits. STEEVENS, 
148. ——charadtery.] For the matter with which 
they make letters. Jonxso. 


So, in another of our author's plays: 
« All the claradlery of my sad brows,” 
i.e. all that seems to be written on them. 
STEEVENS. 
155. ——of middle earth.] Spirits are supposed 
to inhabit the ethereal regions, and fairies to dwell un- 
der ground ; men therefore are in a middle station. 
Jokxsox. 
$0, in the antient metrical romance of Syr Guy of 
IWarwick, bl. I. no date: 
+ Thou mayst them flea with dint of swearde, 
« And vin the fayrest mayde of middle erde. 
Again: | 
4% ...- the best knight 
« KThat ever was in middle earde. 
Again, in Gower, De Con fessione Amantis, fol, 26. 
Adam for pride lost his price 
In mydell erth.” | 
Again in an ancient alliterative ode, quoted by Mr. 
Warton, in his History of English Poetry: 
© Mzuddle-erd for mon was made. 
Again, the MSS. called William and the Werwolf in 
the library of King's College, Cambridge, p. 15. 
And seide God that madest man and all middle 
ert lle. STEEVENS, 
Th The 


— — 3 


— 
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The phrase signifies neither more nor less, than the 
earth or world, from its imaginary situation in the 
midst or middle of the Ptolemaic system, and has not 
the least reference to either spirits or fairies. 
REMARKS, 
158. Vile worm, thou wast o'er-look'd even in thy 
birth.] The old copy reads vid. That vild, which 
so often occurs in these plays, was not an error of the 
press, but the pronunciation of the time, appears from 
these lines of Heywood, in his Pleasant Dialogues and 
Dramas, 1637 : 
„% EARTH. What goddess, or how sc) ? 
„ Ace. Age am I call'd 
«© EARTH. Hence false virago vild.“ 
| | MA LONE, 
159. With trial-fire, &c.] So Beaumont and 
Fletcher, in the Faithful Shepherdess : 
6 [n this flame his finger thrust, 
« Which will burn him if he lust; 
« But if not, away will turh, 
« As loth unspotted flesh to burn.“ STzzvENs, 
169. Eva. It is right indeed, J This short 
speech, whichis very much in character for sir Hugh, 
1 wy inserted from the old quarto, 1619. 


THEOBALD. 
172. —endl uxury ak Luxury is here used for 


ncontinence. So, in K. Lear, © To't luxury pell-mell, 


for I lack soldiers.“ STEEVENS. 
173. Tust is but a dan fire,] A bloody fares 
means 


J. 
the 
the 
not 


KS, 
thy 
ich 
the 
om 
and 


NE. 
ind 


NS. 
Ort 


gb, 


LD. 
for 
ell, 
N 3, 
ire, 
ans 


44 V. MERRY WIVES OF WINDSOR. 124 
means @ fire in the blood. In The Second Part of Hen. 
IV. act iv. the same expression occurs: 
Led on by 4loody ν%jůth, &c, : 
i. e. Sanguine youth, | .. . STEEVENS. 
Again in the Tempest, we have the very expression of 


the text : 
the strongest oaths are straw, 


% To the fire 1“ the blood,” - 
And in Othello e“ It is merely a lust in the blood.“ 
MaLone. 
181. During this song. —) This direction! thought 
proper to insert from the old quartos. - THEOBALD. 
——they pinch im.] So, in Lylly's Endyniton, 
1591 : © The fairies dance, and with a song, pinch 
im.“ And, in his Maid's Metamorphosts, 1600, they 
threaten the same punishment, STEEVENS. 
207, - wit may be made à Jack-a-lent,——} 
A Jack o'Lent appears to have been some puppet 
which was thrown at in Lent, like Shrove-tide cocks. 
So, in the old comedy of Lady Alimony, 1659: 
* throwing cudgels 
At 7ack-a-lents, or Shrove-cocks.” 
Again, in Beaumont and Fletcher's Tamer Tamed ; 
40 if I forfeit, | 
« Make me a Jack o' Lent, and break my shins 
© For untagg'd points and counters. 
Again, in Ben Jonson's Tale of a Tub - 
«© ——on an Ash-Wedaesday, 
6 Where thou didst stand SIX weeks the Jack 
o' Lent, 


I cc For 
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0 ** 195 to hurl three n penny at thee." 
| STEEVENS, 
218. ——a coxcomb of Frize?)i i. e. a fool's cap made 
out of Welch materials. Wales was famous for this 
cloth. So, in K. Edward I. 1599 : Enter Lluellin, 
alias Prince of Wales, &c. with swords and bucklers, 
and frieze jerkins. Again: Enter Sussex, &c. 
with a mantle of frieze.”” © —my boy shall weare 
a mantle of this country's weaving, to keep him 
warm,” STEEVENS., 
243. ——the Welch flannel ;—] The very word is 
derived from a Welck one, so that it is almost unneces- 
'Sary to add that flannel was originally the manufacture 
of Wales. In the old play of K. Edward 1. 1599: 
« Enter Hugh ap David, Guenthian his wench in 
flannel, and Jack his novice.“ Again: | 
«© Here's a wholesome Welch wench, 


4 e ee ee as wool,” 
STEEVENS, 


243. —— Ignorance itself is plummet oer met | 


Though this be perhaps not unintelligible, yet it is an 
odd way of confessing his dejection. I should wish 
to read. 
nenen itse{fhas a plume o. * I INT 
Thar is, I am so depressed, that ignorance itself 
plucks me, and decks itself with the spoils of my 
weakness, Of the present reading, which is proba- 
bly right, the meaning may be, I am so enfeebled, 
that ignorance itself weighs me down and oppresses me. 
WA JoHNs0N. 
Tex « Ignorance, 


— = — * 
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« Ignorance itself, says Falstaff, is a plummet o'er 
me.” If any alteration be necessary, I think, 41g 
norance itself is a planet o'er me,“ would have a 
chance to be right. Thus Bobadilexcuses his cowar- 
dice: “Sure I was struck with a planet, for I had no 
power to touch my weapon.” FARMER, 
Dr. Farmer might have supported his conjecture 
by a passage in K. Henry VI. where Queen ws 
says, that Suftolk's face, 
66 * like a weden planet over me. 
STEEVENS. 
Perhaps Falstaff's meaning may be this: *“ Igno- 
rance itself is a plummet o'er me: i, e. above me; 
gnorance itself is not so low as I am, by the length 
of a plummet-line, TYRWHITT. 
A passage in our author's 78th Sonnet adds some 
support to the emendation proposed by Dr. Johnson: 
4 Thine eyes, that taught the dumb on high to 
Sing, 
« And heavy tgnorance aloft to .“ | 
If plume be the true reading, Falstaff, I suppose meant 
to say, that even ignorance, however heavy, could 
ar above him. MALONE. 
* Ignorance zts/f is a plummet er me—e. e. serves 
to point out my obliquities. This is said ins conse- 
quence of Evans's last speech. The allusion is to 
the examination of a carpenter's work by the prum- 
line held over it ; of which line Sir Hugh is here re- 
presented as the lead. HENLEY, 
Lij 4 250, 


* 
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250. Mrs. Ford. Nay, husband——] This and the 
following little speech I have inserted from the old 
quartos. The retrenchment, I presume, was by the 
players. Sir John ” alstaff 1s sufficiently punished, in 
being disappointed and exposed. The expectation of 
his being prosecuted for the twenty pounds, gives the 
conclusion too tragical a turn: Besides, it is poetica! 
justice that Ford should sustain this loss, as a fine for 
his unreasonable jealousy. THEOBALD, 

"255,  ——laugh at my wife——] The two plots are 
excellently connected, and the transition very artfully 
made in this gpeech. _ | Johxsox. 
282. ——narry boys H] This and the next speech are 
like wise restorations from the old quarto. 

. STEEVENS, 

321.4 Page. Well, what | remedy ?] In the first 
sketch of this play, which, as Mr. Pope observes, 
is much inferior to the latter performance, the only 
sentiment of which JI regret the omission, occurs at 
this critical time. When Fenton brings in his wife, 
there is this dialogue. 
« Mrs, Ford. Come Mrs. "_ I must be bold anth 
n, ; 9 15 
Tias pity to part love that is 30 * * 1 

Mrs. Page, [Aside.] Although that I have missed in 
14 intent, Yet I am glad my husband's match: is cross d. 

—j½jEv ere Fenton, take ler.. 
Eva. Come, master Page, you must needs agree. 
N n Ford. 


V. 
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he Ford. 1. faith, Sir, come, you ste your wife is 

d plcas'd. 

he Page. I cannot tell, and yet my heart is eas'd; 

in W And yet it doth me good the doctor miss d. 

of Come tather Fenton, and come hither daughter,” 

he 5 | Jonxsox. 


# 
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ru END. 
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- © OBSERVATIONS- 
| on THE Fable AND Compoaitiun or 


MUCH A DO ABOUT NO THING. 


Mun 
IT; is true, as Mr. Pope — ave i 
bling the story of this play, is to be found in the fifth book of 
the Orlando Furioto. In Spenser's Fairy Queen, b. ii. c. 4. 
a5 remote an original may be traced. A novel, however, of 
B-lleforest,' copied from another of Bandello, seems to have 
furnished Shakspere with his fable, as it approaches nearer, 
in all its particulars, to the play before us, thah any other per- 


AT 


formance known to be extant,” I have scen so many versions 


from this once popular collection, that I entertain no doubt but 
that the great majority of, the tales it- comprehends, have 
made their appearance in an English dress. Of that particular 
story which I have just mentioned, viz, the eighteenth history 
in the third volume, no translation has hitherto been met 
witk. 7 i | 

+ This play may be justly said to contain two of the mort 
xprightly characters that Shakspere ever drew. The wit, thy 
humourist, the gentle man, and the soldier, are combined i in 
Benedick. It is to be lamented, indeed, that the first and 
most splendid of these distinctions, is disgraced by unnecessary 
profaneness; for the goodness of his heart is hardly sufficient 
to atone for the licence of his tongue. The too sarcastic 
levity, which flashes out in the conyersation of Beattice, may 
de excused on account of the steadiness and friendship 80 
apparent in her behaviour, when she urges her lover to risque 
his life by a challenge to Claudio, In the canduR of the 
fable, howeyer, thers is an er similar to chat which 


— A1 ö 194 Dr. 


— 


— = 


„ OBSERVATIONS, Sc. 5 


Dr. Johnzon has pointes out in the u ier Wi . 
The second „ is less ingeniqus than the first: or, 
"IA more inly, the same incident is become stale by 
1 Ros other wethod had been found to 
_ — that very one which beſore had been 
successfully practised on Benedick. 
- Much ado about Nothing (as I understand from one of Mr, 
Vertue's MSS.) formerly paſſed under the title of Benedick 
and Beatrix.. Heming, the player, received on the 20th of 
May, 1613, the sum of forty pounds, and twenty pounds 
more, as his majeaty's\ gratuity for exhibiting fix. plays at | 
2 e eee 1 
'»  STEEVENS, 
wes V on is Dramatis Perſonae, | 


Don ile wo of „ 


BONATO, Geuernur of Meina. 
n_ Joan, Banard Brother to Don Pedro. 


LauDio, 2 Lord of Florence, Favourite 10 Don 
5 | 
aasee 2 Lord = favoured likewixe by | 
edro. 

BatTuazar, ervant to Don Pedro. 77252 FC 
Antoxnto, Brother to Leonato, n N 
Box Ado, Confident to: Don John, | bs 
Doon ADE, Friend to Borachio., : 

OGBERRY | | 
Vargas, nee, 4 


WOMEN, 
Ht o, Dateghterto Leonato, © 
BzaTx1CEt, Nice to Leonato, 


ARGARET br] 
Open P F ro Gentlewomen attending on Here. a 
4, Pri riary Meceenger, Watch, | Town- Clerks Sexton, and ten 


Attendant. 
N Scxxs Mralna in Sicily. 


Jon 


MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 


ACT I. SCENE I. 


— 


Before LeoxnaTo's Houſe. Enter LRoxæro, HEEO, 
| _ and N with a Meſſenger, 


Leonato, | | . 


| LEARN in this letter that Don, Pedro of Arragon 
comes this night to Messina. | 

Mess. He is very near by this; he was not three 
leagues off when J left him. 

Leon. How many gentlemen have you lost in this 
aftion? _ 

Mess. But few of any sort, and none of name. a 

Leon. A victory is twice itself, when the atchiever 
brings home full numbers. I find here, that Don 
Pedro-hath bestowed mych honour on a young Flo, 


rentine, call'd Claudio. e 
A iij 5 


* 


6 MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. At l. 


Mes. Much deserv'd on his part, and equally re- 
membered by Don Pedro: He hath borne himself 
beyond the promise of his age; doing, in the figure 
of a lamb, the feats of a lion: „he hath, indeed, 
c better better'd expectation, than you must expect 
« of me to tell you how..“ 

Leon. He hath an uncle here in Messina will be 
very much glad of it, 19 

Mer. I have already delivered him letters, and 
there appears much joy in him; even so much, that 
badge of bitterness. 

Laon. Did he break out into tears ? 

Mess. In great measure. 

Leon. A kind overflow of W There are 
no faces truer than those that are so wash'd. * How 
% much better ib it to weep at joy, than to joy at 
« weeping !* | ko 

Beat, I pray you, is signior ene return 
from the wars, * or no? ä 

Mess. I know none of that name, lady; there was 
none such in the army of any sort. | 

Leon, What is he that you ask for, niece ? 
Hero. My cousin means signior Benedick of Padua, 

Mess. O, he's e "na as „ as ever he 
Was. | 37 

Beat. He set up bis bills here in Messina, and 

& challenged Cupid at the flight; and my uncle's 
& fool, reading the challenge, subscrib'd for Cupid, 


& and challenged him * the bird - bolt. — I pray 
you 


44 J. MVUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 7 


you, how many hath he kill'd and eaten in these 
wars ? But how many hath he kill'd? nn. 
promis'd to eat all of his killing, Te 

Leon. Faith, niece, you tax signior 8 
much; but he'll be meet with you, I doubt it not. 

Mess, mim lady, in these 
wars, | 48 

Beat. You tad auety viftual, and he hath holp to 
. REIN OTE 
excellent stomach, | | 

Mess. And a good soldier too, lady. 

Beat, And a good soldier to a lady ;——But what is 
he to a lord ? | | 

« Mexs. Aled we lk 2K. 
« with all honourable virtues, 

« Heat. It is so, indeed; he is no less than a 
« gtuff'd man: but for the «tuffing,—well, we are 
« all mortal.” . 6589 

Leon. You must not, sir, mistake my niece: there 
is a kind of merry war betwixt signior Benedick and 
her: they . 
between them. 

Beat. Alas, he gets nothing by that. In our last 


conflict, four of his five wits went halting off, and 


now is the whole man govern'd with one : $0 that if 
he have wit enough to keep himself warm, let him 
bear it for a difference between himself and his 
horse; for it is all the wealth that he bath left, to be 
known a reasonable creature. Who is his com- 
panion now ? be hath every month à new sworn 
brother, ; | 


8 MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING, * J. 


Mess. Is it possible)? 


Beat. Very easily possible: he — "his faith but 


as the fashion of his hat, it ever changes. with. the 
next block. | 

Mess. I 86, lady, the gratlana. i not in you 
books. L 48k 

© Beat. No: an he were, 1 a PW my PRE 
But, I pray you, who is his companion? “ Is there 
no young squarer now, that will make a voyage 
« with him to the devil?“ 

Mess. He is most * company of the right 
noble Claudio. 

Beat. O lord! He will * 2 him like a de. 
ease i he is sooner caught than the pestilence, and 
the taker runs presently mad. God help the noble 
Claudio! if he have caught the Benedick, it will 
cost him a thousand pounds ee he be cur L. 
„ Mess, I will hold friends with you, et 90 

Do, good friend“ 

Leon. You'll ne'er run mad, niece. 

- Beat, No, not till a hot January. TH 

_ Mes. Den: Focry u approgcly'e. frtt wasntng 


; Enter Don Prbzo, CLauno, Bruck, BayTHa 
Bp: ZAR, and Don Joux. | 


40 Fade. Good signior Leonato, you e 
meet your trouble: the fashion of the world is. to 
avoid cost, and you encounter it. 
Teo. Never came trouble to my house in thabke« 
ness of your grace for. trouble being gone, comfort 


* 


eee 


a4 — — — - 


ATT, mMuCcnu bo ABOUT NOTHING: 9 
should remain; but, when you depart from me, 
sorrow abides, and happiness takes his leave. | 101 
Pedro. You embrace your charge too un 
1 think, this is your daughter, - O M 
Leon. Her mother hath many times told me 80. 
mo Were you in doubt, sir, Ny 8 . 


ber? : 92 Tn wh biawy » 
2 SigniorBenedick; wo ; for then were you 8 
child, 1 Iain ODE eo eee H. 108 


Pedro. You have it fall, Benedick: nne 
by this what you are, being a man. Truly, the lady 
fathers herself: Be happy; lady'! nn 
an honourable father. 

Bene. If Signicr Levnitarde ker fathers Ae 
not have his head on n 
as like him as she is. | 

Beat. 2 ͤͤ 0. 
nior Benedick; no body marke you, 

Bene. What, my der len Daun e you yet | 
living ? 7 26 119 


Beat, Ts ie Possible, didain ohould die, while be 


hath such meet food to feed it, as signior Benedick ? 
Courtesy itself must convert to disdain, if n bee 
in her presence, | F 

Bene. — throat Dur! 36 | 
certain, I am loy'd of all ladies, only you excepted t 
and I would I could find in my heart that I had not a 
hard heart ; for truly, I love none, , 
Beat, A dear happiness to women: they would else 
haye been troubled with a pernicious suitor. I thank 
192 68218 5 God, 


to MUCH An ABOUT (NOTHING AL, 
God, and my cold blood, I am of your humour for 
that; I had rather hear my dog rn — 4 
a man swear he loves mm. 5 

Bene. God keep you ladyship-#till 3 in {that mand ! 
80 ra a Kay N 
gcratch'd face. 148 GIF 5 NI HOY * 11 

Beat. eee 0 not make it worses an 
twere such a face as your's were.“ 5 
+ Bene, Well, 50n are a rare. parrot-teacher. bl 
Beat. - r e- e beuer than a bes. 

n ied (ore oy e ge 
Bene. L. would, my horse bad the man and 
tongue; and 80 good a continuer: But keep ou 
way-o/God's:ndame 3-I haverdone, 1 
Heat. F _ 8 * 
you of old. 

- Pedro. This\is/#he/twnwob alle — thats 
Claudio, and signior Benedick, my dear friend 
Leonato bath! invited you all. I tell him, we shall 
ttay here at the least a month; and he heartily prays, 
some occasion may detain us longer: I dare swear he 
is no hypocrite, but prays from his heart. 131 
enn. If you swear, my lord, you shall not be 
fors worn. Let me bid you welcome, my lord; 
being (reconciled to. the. . 950 W 1 owe 
you all autyor ne & ? 

: Joins. I thank you: dem of many va. but 


I thank you, tom oynl'] 5 


leon. Please it your e b A 46 168 
abt in. Your band, Leonato; we will go together, 
[ Exeunt all but BEN EDICK == CLAUDIO, 
Claud, 


L, 
* 


AR, MUCK" AVOTABDUT NOTHING. 1% 
, Claud.' Benedick, didst thou , note the daughter of 
dignior Leonato/? |© 126+ edi aJob VIA to fert wt et 
Bene. I noted her not; but I look d on her. 1 
Claud. Is she not a modest young lady ? Hr 
Bene. Do you question me, as an hönest man 
chould do, for my simple true judgment? or would 
you have nie speak after my custom, as bens __ 
fessed tyrant to their c -x? „ 
Claud. 2 th 1 pray theez- 3 rakes 
don en 2002 184 das t't 07 07) 1469 
Jene. Why; i faith, methinks hat is too low fora 
high praise, too brown for a fair praise and too 
little for a great praise: only this commendation I 
can afford her; that yere,she other than she is, she 
were — and being no other but as she is, 
Ldondt like her. 24 
Claud. Thou think'st, I am in port Stent 
telt me truly how thou lik'st herr 
Bene. Would you buy. her, ns you r after 
her ? Nel; n S. 42 1 179 
Gaud. Can the world buy — jewel? 
Zenk. Vea, and a case to put it into. But speak 
you this with a sad brow ! or do you play the flout- 
ing Jack; to tell us Cupid is a good hare- finder, 
and Vulcana rare carpenter ? Come, in what key 


shall a man take you, to go in the song? 
Claud. In mine eye, nnn 
ryer looked on enz 


Bene. I cance: m ien ppettacles, and I see 


to Such matter: there's her cousin, an she were nat 
5 | possess'd 


12 MUCH ADO ABOUT/NOTMING, Aa 1, 
possess'd with a fury, exceeds her as much in beauty, 


as the first of May doth the last of December. But 


I hope, you . en to turn n. have 
you ? 1 560471 

0 3 1 though. I had 
$worn the contrary, if Hero would be my wife. 

0 Bene. Is't come » to. this, Yfaith?. Hath not the 
world one man, but he will wear his cap with suspi- 
cion? Shall I never see à bachelor of threescore 


again? Go to, i'faith ; an thou wilt needs thruat thy 
neck into a yoke, ming hs peg PF At and. sigh 


©. Re-enter Don Pepxo, t hah 
8 What secret hath held you bers — 


follow d not to Leonato's?' ? 
Bene. I en 5 —— 
tell. 


Pedro. eee -A 
Bene. Vou hear count Claudio: I can be secret 


2 dumb man; I would have you think so; but on 
my allegiance, mark you this, on my allegiance.— 


He 1s in love. With who - nov chat is vour grace's 


FE. E Sen 


4122 MUCK ADO ABOUT-NOTHING. 1g 
»  Claud. If my passion hate nat phony God for- 
t 


bid it should be otherwise. 219 
e Pedro. Amen, if you love her for the lady js very 
well worthy. © 15 


d Cs es ads eee 4 
Pedro. By my troth, I speak my thought. 

F Claud. And, in faith, my lord, I spoke mine. 
a Bene. Lee ee 
e 15peak mine. \ 
y Claud. That I love ber, I feel. | | 's 
Pedro. That she is worthy,” I know. 228 
0 Bene. That I neither feel how she.should be loved, 
nor know how she should be worthy, is the opinion 
that n m, of mags 5 nb Bi h0-t a 
the stake. 
Pedro. Thou wat eve an obvtinate hertick in the 
despight of beauty. 

Claud. And never could maintain bis part but 
the force of his will, | 

Bene. Thilt a-womte-ocoddeliud toy? I thank her; 
that she brought me up, I likewise give her most 
bumble thanks: but that I will have a recheat 
winded in my forehead, or hang my bugle in at 
&« invisible baldrick.“ all women shall vardon me: 


3 n „ — — — — — — — —— — 


bea 


nnr ele ener menen 
He is in love. With who ?-—now chat is your grace's 
part. Mark, how short his n ee 
Leonato's short daughter. 215 
i .Claud. If this were so, abe 5 

Bene. Like the old tale, my lord: it is not so, nor 
—— God forbid it should be 


sene | es ati. eli nd; 
| : TY * * = 1% Þ 127 . 1 4 CT 
2 
e 
Claud. 


44 Much WDoaBouT NOTHING A. 
Bene. With anger, with sickness, or with hunger, 
my lord; not with love: prove, that ever I lost 
more blood with love, than I will. get again with 
drinking, pick out mine eyes with a ballad-maker's 
pen, and hang me up at the door of a brothel-house 


for the sign of blind Cup. 233 
Pedro. Well, if ever thou dost fall bm this 7 8 
chou wilt prove a notable argument. 


Pedro. If I do, hang me in a bottle like a cat, ns 
Shoot at me; and he that hits me, let him be wa 
. the shoulder, and call'd Adam.“! 
Pedro. Well, as time shall t:; 
In time the savage bull doth bear the yote. 2560 
Bene. The savage bull may; but if ever the sensibli 
Benedick bear it, pluck off the bull's horns, and get 
them in my forehead: and let me be vilely painted; 
and in such great letters as they write, Here i god 
Jorte to hire,” let them sighify under my nn 
2 may see Benedick the marry'd mat. 

% Claud; If this should en- en or would 
ec he hornsmad .“ ee a: wi; 5 
Pedro. Nay, lit Cupid hath not' spent al bis a. 
in Venice; thou wilt quake. for this shortly. | 1270 
5 Bene. I lock for an earthquake too then 
Peurol Well, you will temporize with the hours. 
In the mean time, good signior Benedick, repair to 
Leonato's j commend me to him, and dell him, I vil 
not fail him at 3 vb 4 for, indeed, he hath _ 
Feat preparation. LPR en ar = 


2 1 | wy 4 


— 


6 N baldrick,” all women sball gordon me : 
Because I will not do them the wrong to mistrust any, 
[ will do myself the right to crust none; and the fine 
is (for the ien I ** . 4 
bachelor. 


gs 1 shall zee thee, ere I die, look pale wich 


B Beat. 


14. mv apo aBour NOTHING 3 


Bene. I have almost matter enough in me for such 
an embassage; and so I commit you = 
Claud. To the tie of as from my house 
Gf I had it),— 42 1 880 

Pedro. The sixth of Jul; . Fr: loving friend, Bee 
dick. | 

we: Nay, mock not, och not : The body of 
your discourse is sometime. guarded with fragments, 
and the guards are but slightly basted on neither: 
ae you flout old ends any further, examine your 


conscience; and so I leave you. r K. 
Claud. My liege, your highness now may do me 
| | f good. e As + | WU, 289 


Pedro. My love is thine to teach; teach it hut how, 
And thou shalt see how apt it is to learn oli 1 
Any hard lesson that may do thee good, 4 

Cdud. Hath Leonato any son, my lord ? * 

Pedro. No, child but Hero, she's his _ bejrs 2 
Dost thou affect her Claudio > _ | ” 

Claud. O my lord, 

When you went — 15 on this ended . 

I look'd upon her with a soldier's eye, A 
That lik*d, but had a rougher task in hand A 
Than to drive liking-to the name of love: __. goe 
But now I am return'd, aid that war-thoughts 

Have left their places vacant, in their rooms 
Come thronging soft and delicate desire s, ö 
All prompting me how fair young Hero is, 

baying, I lik'd her ere I went to wars. 

{ Pedro,” Thou wilt be like a lover presently, 
0 Bij Ant 


16 MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. AX 1, 


And tire the hearer with a book of words: 
If thou dost love fair Hero, cherish it; 
And I will break with her and with her father, gog 
And thou $halt have her: Was't not to this end, 
That thou began'st to twist 30 fine a'story ? . 
Claud. How sweetly do you minister to love, 
That know love's grief by his complection | 
But lest my liking might too sudden seem, 
I would have salv'd it with a longer treatisze, 
Pedro. What need the i eee 
the flood? | 
The fairest grant is the necessity : 
Look, what will serve, is fit: tis once, thou] lov'st; 
And'I wilt fit thee with the remedy. © 
I know we shall have revelling to nightz 320 
I will assume thy part in some disguise, N 
And tell fair Hero I am Claudio; 
And in her bosom I'll unclasp my heart, 
And take her hearing prisoner with the force 
And strong encounter of my amorous tale: 
Then, after, to her father will I break; 
And, the conclusion is, she #hall be thine : 
In practice let us put it presently. © | ''[ Exent, 
42. 1 r 
n eee SCENE I. 1 | | 


n * ͤ i. Td... 


22 „beer $ House. Enter Laonaro an 
Ax8Toxio, 
«& Leo. enim brother? Where is my cousin, 


10 — n e 339 
: | 4 Ant. 


1 


- 


88S 


AT, MUCH-ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 197 


« Ant. He is very busy about it. But, brother, I 
« can tell you news that you yet dream'd not of. 

« Leon. Are they good? 
Aut. As the event stamps them; but they have 
« a good cover, they show well and. The prince 
« and count Claudio, walking in a thick-pleached 
« alley in my orchard, were thus overheard by a 
man of mine: The prince discoyer*d to Claudio, 
« that he lov'd my niece your daughter, and meant 
« to acknowledge it this evening in a dance; nay, 
« if he found her accordant, he meant to take the 
« present time by the top, and instantly break with 
«you of it, | „ 

« con. Hath the fellow any wit a told you 
« this ? 
„Ant. A good sharp fellow ; I will ene for him, 
tt and question him yourself. 
Leon. No, no; 3 till it 
& appear itself: but I will acquaint my daughter 
te withal, that she may be the better prepared for an 
« answer, if peradventure this be true: Go you, and 
t tell her of it. {Several Servants cross the sage here.] 
Cousin, you know what you have to do.—0, I 

& cry you mercy, friend; go you with me, and I will 
tt use your akill + num have a care this busy 
M | 11 


— — 4 2 
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. 


SCENE 1. 


Another Apartment in LeoxaTo's House. Enter Don 
Joux and COnRADE. 


Conr. What the good-jer, my lord! nN 
thus out of measure 8ad? - 

Jon. Thepe ig ue aneacure-in the occasiem the 
breeds it, Wr ue eee 

Conr. You should hear reason. 

John. OSOR-5 2905 Harp: :20; Whatibindding 


bringeth it ? i: 0 
Conr. not a penny remedy, yet a patient nh 
ferance, F- a : | ( 


John. I wonder, that thou being * thou say's 
thou art) born under Saturn, goest about to apply a 
moral medicine to a mortifying mischief. I cannot 
hide what lam: I must be sad when I have cause, 
and smile at no man's jests; eat when I have stomach, 
and wait for no man's leisure; sleep when I am 


drowsy, and tend on no man's business; laugh 


ee man in his hu: 
mour. 374 

Our. Vea, but 1. the full show 
of this, till you may do it without controulment, 
You have of late stood out against your brother, and 
he hath ta'en you newly into his grace; where it it 
impossible you should take root, but by the fair 
weather that you make yourself: it is needful that 
Jau frame the geason for yout own harvest. 4 


ART. MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING, 19 


John, T had rather: be à canker in a hedge, than a 
rose in his grace; and it better fits my blood to be 
disdain'd of all, than to fashion a carriage to rob love 
from any: in this, though I cannot be said to be a 
flattering honest man, it must not be deny'd but I 
am a plain- dealing villain, I am trusted with a muz - 
zle, and infranchised with a clog; therefore I have 
decreed not to sing in my cage: If I had my mouth, 
I would bite; if I had my liberty, I would do my 
liking: in the mean time, let me be that I am, and 
geek not to alter me. 392 

_ en neee FINE 
tent 

John. I make.all wee of it, for I nee it ouly: Who 
comes here } what news, Borachio ? | 


Enter Bortac HIO, 


Bora. I came vonder from a great supper ; the 
prince, your brother, is royally entertain'd by Leo- 
nato; rr cf RR 
marriage. - yoo 
Jon. Will it en ee model to build e 
on? What is he, for a fool, that betroths himself to 
unquietness ? 

Bora. Marry, it is your brother's right hand, 
Join. Who? the most exquisite Claudio? 
Bora. Even he 
John. A praper zquire! and who, and who? which 
way looks he ? 

Bora. 
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Bora. nen heir of 


Leonato. 0 
+ John. A very forward March-chick! aun 
« you to know this? ms...” 


+ * Bora. Being entertain'd for a n as ken 
©« smoaking a musty room, comes me the prince 
«.and Claudio, hand in hand, in sad conference: I 
% .whipt- me behind the arras; and there heard it 
ec agreed upon, that the prince should woo Hero for 
% himself, and having obtained — give her to 
« count Claudio. | 2 419 

- 6 John,” Come, come, let us 8 this may 


prove food to my displeasure: that young start-up 


kath all the glory of my overthrow; if I can cross 
him any way, I bless myself every way ; Lou are 
both sure, and will assist me. 

Conr. To the death, my lord. 

John. Let us to the great supper; their cheer is 
the greater, that I am $ubdu'd: Would the cook 
were of my ane ** ye go prove nn 


ebe done? 85 | 


4 Bora, We'll wait upon you bar 450 
| fro rk 


j 
t 
t 
t 
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A Hall in LEONATO'S Hause. Enter LEONATO, 
ANTONIO, Manes BRAT RICE, eee and 
URSULA. - 


Leonato. , 
W.. not count + John here at der 

Ant. Isa him not. 

Beat. How tartly that gentleman looks! 1 
can see him, but I am heart - burn d an hour after. 

Hero. He is of a very melancholy disposition. 

Beat. He were an excellent man, that were made 
just in the-mid-way between him and Benedick : 
the one is too like an image, and says nothing; and 
. mmm | 
tattling. 10 

Leon. Then half signior Benedick's tongue in 
count John's mouth, and half count John“ $ melan- 
choly in signior Benedick's face, — 

Beat. With a good leg, and a good foot, uncle, 
and money enough in his purse, such a man would 
vin! any woman bs the hm²ù-mem I by could 265 hey 
good will. ' 

Leon. By my-troth, niece, thou wilt never get thee 
a husband, if thou be'st so shrewd of thy tongue. 

* Ant. In faith, she's too curst. 20 

Beat. Too curst is more than curst : I Shall lessen 
God's sending that way: for it is said, God sends 4 
Moan. e eee e eee ee 
« ends none. 

| a 
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& Leon. So, by being too curst, God will send you 
cc no horns. 
% Beat, Just, if he send me no husband; for the 
which blessing, I am at him upon my knees every 
morning and evening: Lord! I could not endure a 
husband with a beard on his face 1 had rather lie i in 
woollen. . TS 
. You _ night upon a a husband, that baue 
Beat What should I do with him? PP kim ii 
my apparel „and make him my waiting-gentlewoman } 
He that hath a beard, is more than a youth; and he 
that hath no beard, is less than a man: and he that 
is more than a youth, is not for me; and he that is 
less than a man, I am not for him: Therefore 1 will 
even take six- pence in earnest of the r and 
lead his apes into hell. > 
Len. Well, then,” go von into bel! c n 
Beat. No; but to the gate: aud where will the de- 
vil meet me, like an old cuckold, with horns. on his 
| head, and say, Get you to heaven, Beatrice, get you 10 
- heaven; here's no place for you maids : 80 deliver Iup 
my apes, and away to saint Peter for the heavens; 
he 'shews me' where the bachelors sit, and there 


live we as merry as the day is long. 49 
- Ant. Well, niece, l e pon. vin ba rob 
; FIRES | tort 2t 3221019 [To Hero. 


Beat. Yes, faith; it is eds duty to make 
- curtsy, and say, Father, as it please you: but yet 
for all that, cousin, let him be a handsome fellow 
8 | or 


8 


E © *%© A 


>: = © © a w 
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or else make another wry and a, Fathers, as it 


mes 102» 
Leon. Well, ' niece,” I [hope e you one hoy 
fitted with a husband. D .4354al ad 


Beat. Not till God maks men of some other metal 
than earth. Would it not grieve a woman to be 
over-master'd with a piece of valiant dust? to make 
account of her life to a clod of wayward marle?*No, 
uncle, I' none: Adam's sons ede nd 
truly, I hold it a sin to match in my kindred, , 

Leon. Daughter,” remember what 1 told you 1 it 
the prince do We in that — you: know your 
answer A” i 307 

Beat. The Exalt will 1 in ** an omi if 
you be not woo'd in good time: if the prince be too 
important, tell him, there is measure in every thing, 
and so dance out the answer. For hear me, Herd, 
Wooing, wedding, and repenting, is as à Scotch jig, 
a measure, and à einque- pace: the first suit is hot 
and hasty, like a Scotch jig, and full as fantastical; 
the wedding, mannerly modest, as a measure full of 
state and ancientry; and then comes repentance, and. 
with his bad legs, falls into the cinque: pace faster 
e till he sink into his grave. I. Mell 

Leon. Cousin, you apprehend passing shrewdly. 

Beat, 1 eee W I can 1 church 


by day light- FDUOY 8 £17 it, 81 
Leon. The ? are dag; | brother, make 

good room. 119” ir | | 
- +4 LIE nen 2 4 


—4 
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Enter Don "Ine Caatuco; FB 1 1 
rHAZAR; Don Jonny OUIANS! mem 40 

£4 nete and others masi d. . 

5 e e wg will y_ wall about with your 

friend? teh 321.04! 

0 eee eee 10 

e eee e 10 

be. when I walk away. 

Pedro. eee eee | | 
Ne when I please. 600 
Pedro. And when please you to say $0? . * 
Aero. e e e ee eee 1 

the date hold bos ke the chant; | cer i 
Pedro. My vigor is Philemon's roof; within th 

hou is Jones nut 95 218 17 
Hero. Why, eee eee 
Pedro. Speak low, if you speak love. 
you did like me. 80 
lng. daran not 1 for your own rake; for 1 th: 

RO One.” > * 100 | 
Bali. Which is one? * #74 boat 4 i, 

Marg. I say my prayers aloud: - 9-149: 33 
Aut T loss pen the beter f dhe heren may . 
amen. $924 nig 12. 5; ian $6 buon Cord 1 +4 

' Marg. God match we with a good dancer | : 

nn,, anions ad | foo 
Marg. And God keep him out of my-aight whes wo! 

the dance is done Answer, clerk. : 
LL Balth, 


D _ * . 


4 . uncl O Aff Nhe, 25 


Baltik. No more words; the clerk is answer d. 

« Urs, Pty ons you are Signior 
« Antonio. anr-bitrigen ben u Bios 1 111 
| e eee Sas , 

« Urs, 7 know you bythe aglng of your head. 

% Ant. To tell you true I counterfeit him. 

« Cre. — ed 
« you were the very man: Here's his dry hand up 
7 g 73 L 

Aut. At a word, I am nor. 

« Urs, Come, CG. 13 Þ 
« you by your excellent wit? [Can virtue hide itself? 
Go to, . nne: 
« there's an end.“ eu 7 2 41 122 

Beat. Will you eee * you wt 

Bene. No, you shall pardon me. has. 2s 
\ Beat: . 4c-t hs 9%-5es 0661 

Bene. Not now. *ν .] : 

Beat. 3 that I had ai 
good wit out of the Hundred merry . T 
this was signior Benedick that said 6. 

Bene. What's he ? 130 

Beat. bebe eee enn 

Bene. Not I, believe me. NO er aw) 

Beat. Did he never make you laugh? 
Bene. I pray you, what is he? nt 411 goed 

Beat. Why, he is the prince's jester : à very dull 
fool; only his gift is in devising impossible alanders: 
none but libertines delight in him; and the commen- 
dation is not in his wit, but in bis villainy ; for he 
| * both 


% 


26 Much ADO XBOUT"NOTHING. 1 
both pleaseth men, and angers them, and then they MW : 
laugh at him, and beat him: I am sure, he is in the 
fleet; I would he had boarded me. 1141 
Bene. When I know the gentleman, I'II tell him 
what you say. na $1094 mov wont 1} iv v8 
Beat, Do, do: heb but break a comparison or Ml 
two on me; which; perad venture, not mark'd, or not 

Jaugh'd at, strikes him into melancholy; and then 

there's a partridge wing av d, for the * 

m that night. — leaders. 

* „ h I. ao. vorwt i HROD [Au wit 
Bene, In every good mien: ud . 
Beat. Nay, if they lead to nx; DO vill ear 

chem at the next turning. Lis age 446d 


© 2 Sor 


* | 
Manent Jour, BokAchio, and ce» 


| vn, Sure ny brother 5s-amorous on Hero, and 
bath withdrawn her father to break with him about 
it: The n e 2 2 visor re- 


F 
8 
1 
L 
7 
A 
1 
V 


mains. * My $47 10 1 
Bora. AA eee e es hi 
Gearing, Led San VF nod 


Jokn, Are you not signior Benedick 2 a 1 a5 
Claud. You know me well; Iam he. 139 
John. Signior, you are very near my brother in his 
love: he is enamourd on Hero; I pray you, dissuade 
him from her, she is no equal bee — 
282 an honest man in it. 
Claud. How know you he loves her? EL 
Jula. heard him a wear — « 416609 


fk, 4 | | 4 * Borg, 


AH I. MUCH'ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 47 


Bora. So did I too; _— IG 
her to night, | 

n Come let us to.the 3 (856 | 

|  { Exeunt JOHN * Bon A. 

Claas. n Benedick, 169 
But hear these ill news with the ears of Claudio— 
'Tis certain 30: The prince woses for himself. 
Friendship is constant in all other things, 
Save in the office and affairs of love: 
Therefore, all hearts in love use wer own tongues 
Let ev'ry eye negotiate for itself, 4 
And trust no agent: r ee , | 
Against whose charms faith melteth into blood. aw. 1 
This is an accident of hourly proof, 
Which I. mistrusted not: Farewel, therefore, Hero. 


9 : 


TT * 


Bene. Count Claudio! i 
Claud. Vea, the sam. 180 

Bene. Come, will you go with how 

Claud. Whit her?! 

Bene. Even to the next willow, about, your own 
business, count. What fashion will you wear the 
garland of? About your neck, like an usurer's 
chain? or under your arm, like a lieutenant's scarf? 
You must wear it one way, for the . Ne 
your Hero. 1 ii br 5 

Claud. I wish him joy of her. þ - 489 

Mr Why, that's spoken like an: hantyt. desert 
C ij 80 
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20/they bell bullocks. n magni ; 
would have served you thus? | be 
Claud. I pray you leave nme. * 
Bene. Ho eee eee 
etwas — nee ee ＋ 
the post. . 
Claud. 06:14 will mat be DN lags you... (Exit, m. 
Bene. Alas, poor hurt fowl! Now will he creep ha 
into sedges. But, that my lady Beatrice should gte 
know me, and not know me! The prince's fool! - pin 
Ha? it may be, I go under that title, because I am 


merry. Vea; but 80; I am apt to do myself wrong: WM +1; 
Jam not $0. reputed : it 1s the base, though bitter | 
disposition of Beatrice, that puts the world into her WM 
person, and so gives me out. Well, . 5 
as I may. the 
mi 

| Re-enter Don Pzpxo, y 

ble 

Pedro. Now, sene, fe the Count? Did you WM ha 
tee hm: life 
Bene. Troth, my land. 1 have play'd on; of hae 
lady Fame, I found him here as melancholy as 2 tha 
lodge in a warren; I told him, and, I think, I told WF up, 
him true, that your grace had got the good will of this tha 
young lady; and I offered him my company to 3 che 
willow tree, either to make him a garland, as being W wo 
forsaken, eons er are mit 
to be whipt. . _ | inf 
N. To be whipt! Whars bio cui 20 tho 


Bene. 


e _ — — - 
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- Bene. The flat transgression of a school boy; who, 
being overjoy' d with finding a bird's nest, shews it 
his companion, and he steals it. 220 

Pedro. Wilt thou make a trust a nnn 7 
The transgression is in the stealer. 

Bene. Vet it had not been amiss, the rene enn 
made, and the garland too; for the garland he might 
have worn himself; and the rod he might have be- 
stow'd on you, who, as I take it, have stol'n his 
bird's nest. 

Pedro. I will but teach them to sing, and restore 
them to the owner, 229 

Bene. If their singing answer * aaying, by = 
faith, you say honestly. 

Pedro. The lady Beatrice hath a quarrel to you; 
the gentleman, that danc'd with an her, she is 
much wrong*d by you. L in 1066 

Bene. O, she misus'd me past the endurance of a 
block; an oak, but with one green leaf on it, would 
have answer d her; my very visor began to assume 
life, and scold with her: She told me, not thinking I 
had been myself, that I was the prince's jester; and 
that I was duller than a great thaw; huddling jest 
upon jest, with such impossible conveyance, upon me, 
that I stood like a man at a mark, with a whole army 
shooting at me: She speaks poniards, and every 
word stabs: if her breath were as terrible as her ter- 
minations, there were no living near her; she would 
infect to the north star. I would not marry her, 
though . all that Adam had 
( Ci J left 
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left him before he tranegress*d 1 she would have made 
Hercules have turn'd spit; yea, and have cleft his 
club to make the fire too. Come, talk not of her; 
£ you shall find her the infernal Até in good apparel.” 
I would to God, some scholar would conjure ber: 
for, certainly, while she is here, a man may live 
as quiet in hell, as in a sanctuary ; and people sin 
upon purpose, because they would go thither : so, 
indeed, all disquiet, horror, and perturbation follow 
her. 257 


Enter CLavupio, BEATRICE, LEONATO, and HERO, 


Pedro. Look, here she comes. 

Bene. Will your grace command me any service to 
the world's end? I will go on the slightest errand now 
to the Antipodes, that you can devise to send me on; 
J will fetch you a tooth - picker now from the farthest 
inch of Asia; bring you the length of prester John's 
foot; fetch you à hair off the great Cham's beard; 
do you any embassage to the Pigmies, rather than 
hold three words conference with this harpy: You 
have no employment ſor me? 205 
Pedro. None but to desire your good company. 

. Bene. O God, sir, here's a dish I love not; | 


cannot endure my Jady's Tongue, 270' 


Pedro. Come, lady, ne uu have hoot the 
heart of signior Benedick, ' 
. Beat. ene 8 
1 gave him use for it, a double heart: for a single 
« one: 2 . 
'$ „dice, 


ww 


= 8 RB >» 5 


E = 
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re 
« ost it. rn. 

0 Pedro.“ You have put him down, lady, you. 
have put him down. _ 

Beat. . acts da; waa 
jest I should prove the mother of fools, I have 
brought count er whom you sent 88:00 


Pedro. How then ? Sick ? 4 
Claud. Neither, my lord. | 
Beat. The count is neither sad, e 
ry, nor well: but civil, count; civil as an orange, 
and something of that jealous complection. 231 

Pedro. I'faith, lady, I think your blazon to be 
true; though, I'll be sworn, if he be so, his conesit 
is false. Here, Claudio, I have wooed in thy name, 
and fair Hero is won; I have broke with her father, 
and his good will obtained: uu the d af mare. 
riage, and God give thee joy! * : 

Leon. Oenus Wbs aß us my: dien and. wich 
her my fortunes: his grace hath made the match, 
and all grace say amen to it! r x 47 b . 

Beat. Speak, count, tis your cue, 

Claud. Silence is the perfestast herald, of jet 1 
were but little happy, if 1 could say how much. 
Lady, as you are mine, I am yours: I give away 
myself for you, and doat upon the exchange. 
1 3 Bene. 
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Beat. Speak; cousin; or, if you cannot, stop 


his mouth with a . _ 2 Een not speak 


neither. * 
Pedro. In faith, lady, you hives a merry heart. 
Beat.” Vea, my lord; I thank it, poor fool, it 


keeps en the windy side of care:—My cousin tells 


him in his ear, that he is in her heart. 312 
Claud. And so she doth; cousin. 


Beat. Good lord, for alliance! Thus goes every 
one to the world but I, and J am sun-burn'd; I. 


may sit in a corner, my N for a hus- 
band. 
Pedro. Lady Beatrice, 1 Kill get you one. at 
Beat. I would rather have one of your father's 
getting: Hath your grace ne'er a brother like you ? 
Your „ee if a maid could 
| come by them. L744] 
"Pedro. Witt 564 have me; lady? 
Beat. No, my lord; unless I might have another 
for working days; your grace is too costly to wear 
every day: — But, I beseech your grace, pardon me; 
J was born to speak all mirth, and no matter. 
Pero. Your silence most offends me, and to be 
merry best becomes you; for, out of question, you 
were born in a merry hour. ee Higgs 
Beat. No, sure, my lord, my mother cry'd 5 but 
then · there was a star danc'd, 'and' under that I was 
born.—Cousins, God give you joy, 
Teon. Niece, will you wn rl ut aa 1 toll 


4 wo | Kn, 


6 | Beat. 
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Beat, I cry you mercy, uncle.—By your grace's 
pardon. Exit Heatrice. 

Pedro. By my troth, a pleasant · ppirited lady. 338 

« Leon. There's little of the melancholy, element in; 
« her, my lord: she is never sad, but when. she 
« sleeps: and not ever sad then; for I have heard 
« my daughter say, she hath often dream d of un- 
% happiness, and wak'd herself with laughing. 

« Hedro. eee (46 n.. 
4 band. 

« Leos. o, by * he mocks all be 
« wooers out of suit. 

„Pedro. She were an excellent wife for dense 

„ Laos. 0 Lord, my lord, if they were but a week 
« marry d, they would talk themselves mac. 

« Pedrg.” Count Claudio, when mean you to go 
to church? n 1 332 
Claud. To-morrow, my lord: Tine goes on 
crutches, till love have all his rites.. | 

Leon. Not till Monday, my dear son, «« which i is 
« hence a just seven-night;“ and a time too brief 
too, to have all things answer my mind. 

Pedro. Come, you shake the head at 80 lag A 
breathing; but, I warrant thee, Claudio, the time 
$hall not go dully by us: I will, in the interim, under- 
take one of Hercules labours; Which is, to bring 
signior Benedick, and the lady Beatrice, into a moun- 
tain of affection, the one with the other. I-wauld 
fain have it a match; and I pag es. 

10 18 
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if you three will but minister ouch. azSiotance as I 


shall give you direction. | | 
Leon. My lord, eee though it cot me 
be m eee e ee eee 


Claud. And I, iy ord. 


Pedro. And you too, ande e 970 


Hero. 1 „n 
my cousin to a good husband. | 
Hedro. And Benedick is not the pedale bes 
band that I know: thus far I can praise him; be is 
of a noble strain, of approv'd valour, and confirm'd 
honesty. I will teach you how to humour your cou-' 
sin, that she shall fall in love with Benedick —and I, 
with your two helps, will so practise on Benedick, 
that, in despight of his quick wit and his queasy 
stomach, be shall fall in love with Beatrice. If we 
ean do this, Cupid is no longer an archer ; his glory 
_ 8hall-be ours, for we are the only love- gods. Go in 
wh ſs ang I will tell oo . n 
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| Ante bene in ewe 3 (ins, "Enter Don 
6 3 ene a 24 


e It _ "the'count Claudio ohall marry th 
: 6 ein 303 
Bora. Yea, my lord; heel. 


Joln. 
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John. Any bar, any cross, any impediment will be 
medicinal to me: I am sick in displeasure to him; 
and whatsoever comes athwart his affection, ranges 
2 with mmm mar- 

Zora. Not honenty my lard but 3 ere the 
no dishonesty shall appear in me. 

- John, Shew me briefly ho WC-. 
Bora. I think, I told your lordship, — 
ee 0 eee the wait- | 

ing.gentlewoman to Hero Y ety 

Jau. remember 

Bora. I can, at . the 
. appoint her to look * _ I n. 
window. n ale t e e e 401 

John. What id is in that, bene 
marriage? W017 67:15 [9145 0&4 eG LES | 

Bora. The poison of that lies in you to pes. | 
Go you to the prince your brother; spare not to tell 
him, that he hath wrong d his honour in 
the renown'd. Claudio, (whose estimation do yon 
mightily hold W stale, such a 
one as Hero. 45 WI 

- John. What-proof-zhall I — un 
Hora. Proof enough to misuse the prince, 0 
Claudio, to undo Hero, and kill Leonato : Lyok you 
for any other issue? 

"John. Only to despite them, T witendeavour any 
thing. | 415 
3% . | FA Sora. 


— — — — eee 
—_ . —— „ — 
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- Bora. Go then, find me a meet hour to draw 
Don Pedro, and the count Claudio, alone: tell them 
that you knew, Hero loves me; intend a Kind of 


Zea] both to the prince and Claudio, in a love of 


your brother's honour who hath made this match; 
and his friends reputation, who is thus like to be 
cozen'd with the semblanee of a maid, that you have 
discover'd thus. They will scarcely believe this with. 
out trial: offer them instances; which shall bear no 


less likelihood, than to see me at her chamber win: 


dow ; hear me call Margaret, Hero; bear Margaret 
term me Claudio; and bring them to see this, the 
very night before the intended wedding z for, in 


the mean time, I will so fashion the matter, that 


Hero shall be absent; and there shall appear such 


 $ceming truth of Hero's disloyalty, that jealous 


. Ion: 
San. enn er 
r 
— —_—Ab— 2 
wit peta eee eee 
Bora. Be chou corane in the accnaation, aud wy 
vis shall not shame me, 
John, I will precetly go den ther day of na 
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« Bene. Hans 40 #41 = 185 0414. $6 mae. 
« Boy. Signior. 
% Bene. — eek rin 
10 it hither to me in the orchard. 7226 _ 0 
79 5 I am here already, sir. 
ene. 4 I know that z but I ould. age th 
2 ——— [Exit Boy.] I do much 
vonder, that one mag, seeing how much another 
man is a fool when he dedicates his behaviours to love, 
will, after he hath laugh'd at such shallow. follies in 


others, become the argument of bis own corn, by 
falling in bye: And such a man is Claudio. I baye 


known, when there Was no musick with him hut the 


drum and the fife ; and now had he rather bear the 


tabor and the pipe: I have known; when he would 
have walk'd ten mile afoot, to see à good: armour ; 
and now will he lye ten nights awake, carving the 
fashion of a new doublet.  'He was wont to speak 
plain, and to the purpose, like an honest man, and 
a soldier: and now is he turn d orthographer; his 
words are a very fantastical banquet, just so many 
ztrange dishes. May I be so converted, and see with 
these eyes? I cannot tell; I think not: I will not be 
vorn, but love may transform me to an oyster; but 


Ill take wy oath pn it, pl he have made an oy Ster 


D. wy | of 


— — 


11—ů ——— _ 
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of me, he shall never make me such a fool. One 
woman is fair; yet Ham well! another is wise; yet 
I am well : another virtuous; yet I am well: but till 


| A rates be in one woman, one woman shalt nit 


come in my grace. Rich she shall be, that's certain; 

wise, or I'll none; virtuous, or I' never cheapen 
her; fair, or I'll never look on her ; mild; or come 
not near me; noble, or not I for an angel; of 
good discourse, an excellent musician, and her hair 

2 $hall be of what colour it please God. Ha! the prince 
and 1 I will hide me in the ar- 


{bowr.- va MEA}: Eh [Withdraw 
-aits-nWrHoke; Eton ard, ebe, and Bai. 
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i *Pedro." Come, shall we hear this mustck 7 in 
| Claud; Vea, my good lord: how stin the wann Is, 
- As huskh'd en purpose to grace harmony + 

Feuro. See ybu where Benedick hath hid himself“ 
Claud. O very well; my lord: the music ended, 


bi Wen fit the kid-fox with a penny -worth. 


4 Pedro.” ings Sores meow we'll hear that 500g 
- again. 165, a 4 348 7 4 
+ Balth, Oy lord — 

2 Slanider musick any more than once. 755 

Pedra. It is the witness still of ene 
Y «To put a strange face on his own '\perfettion ;=- * 
Ms mn and let me woo no more. 499 
©. -46 Balth; Because you talk of wooing, I will sing: 
* « Since many a wooer doth commence his suit 


7 —B not Pasa yet he wooes ;' * 
1 FOR 66 Yet 
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« Yet will he swear, he loves. 
« Pedro. Nay, pray thee, come: 50 * 
Or, if thou wilt bold-logger argument, | 
« Do it in notes. Mee s wi ots BB 
Bali. Note this before my notes, 4 
Teer not a n a mine, dae worth the: 
| ; Noting. 0 500 
#4 Padre, Why ow are, very rotor that! he; 
peaks; } 1s a hf 2ryzlq 
Note, notes, forsooth, and noting {”., Y » H 
Bene, Now, Divine. air 1. now e d. 
1s it not strange, that sheeps guts should hale seule 
out of men's bodies 1 a day yn 105-manefo 
when all's done. 1 n 1 423d T 24 


. 


74 


05 e . 


— 
. , 


Sigh no more, Pg ee 
Alen were decetuers ener; 
One foot in sea, and one on ſhore ; + 
Do one gbing constant never; 
Then sigh not o, -, + 
- But let them g,, 
63 r * | 
„ eee e eee Th 
Into, Hey nonny, nonny. 
Sing no more ditties, ee f 
Of dumps 0 dull and heavy ; 
br INN Were ever % 
Since summer first was leaty. 
; Then gig not $0, K. 
| D ij 


4⁰ MVC $96 39007 KOTHING, * It, 
Pedro. By my troth, ©g6d4Todig, 110 
Balth. And an ill singer, my lord. ih 
« Pedro. Hu, no; no, fart; thou 2 well 
« enough for a shift.“ | 
Bene. [ Aside.] As Wes belg's Joy ths oil 
have howl'd thus, they would have hang'd him: and, 
F pray God, his bad voice bode no nifschief! I had 
av lief have heard the nipht-raven; 4 come _ 


plague could have come i 

Pedra. Yea, marry; . -Dost thou hear, Bachs. 
zar; I pray thee; get us some excellent music; for 
to-morrow night eben * it at the lady Hevo's 
ohamiber-window, - 

0 [ExitB Wende, 

Pedro. Do $0: hed, Come hither, . Leonato; 
What was ie you told me of to-day, that your niece 
Beatrice was in love with signior Benedick? 

Claud. O, ay Stk on; stalk on, the fowl sits, 
[ Asige to Pedro.] I did w_ think that lady would 


have loved any man. 541 


Leon. No, nor 1 neither; but most wonderful, 
that she should so dote on signier Benedick, whom 


unn ever to 


hor, 
Bene. Is't pon sit the wind in WS corner? 
[ Aside, 


Leon. By my troth, my lord, 1 cannot tell what to 


think of it, but that she loves him with an enraged 
Pear, 


affeRtion ;—it is past the infinite of thought, 
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Pedro. May be, she doth but nn. 350 
Claud. Faith, like enough. | 

Leon. O God! counterfeit ! There never was coun- 

terfeit of rn 

she discovers it. N 
Pedro. Why, what effects of passion shews she? 

. Claud. Bait the hook well: this fish will bite. 

Aide. 

100 What effects, my lord! She will sit you, 

You heard my daughter tell you how. | 
Claud. She did, indeed, . 
Pedro. How, how, I pray you? vou amaze me: 

1 would have thought her spirit had been invincible 


against all assaults of affection. _ AEST 
| Leon, I would have sworn it had, my lord ; espe- 
dally against Benedick. 


Bene. LAude.] 1 chould think this a gull, but that 
the white · bearded fellow speaks it: knavery cannot, 
sure, hide himself in such reverence. 

Claud. W Eng hold it up. | 


[ Auides 
"Hob Hath thexade dre nite 
nedick ? - 570 


Leon. No and gwears che never will that's her 


torment. 


© Claud. Tis true, indeed; a daghted 
te says: Shall I, says she, that have 50 oft encounter's 
« him rwith scorn, write to him that I love him # | 

„Leon. This says she now when she is beginning 
«ta > write to eee 

Diij s night; 
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«nicht ; and there she will sit in her smock, till 
„she have writ a theo of. Paper my | daughter 
«© tells us all. | 09-1404) £380 
„ Claud. * rant: ee gn UE paper, I re- 
% member a pretty jest your daughter told us of. 

Leon. Oh, — When she bad- writ it, and was 
« reading it over, ahe found Bengdick and Beatrice 
between the sheet | 

„Claud. That. It Ki 

Leon. O, she tore the 8 1 half. 
« pence; rail'd at herself, that she should be 80 
% immodest to write to one that she knew would flout 
her: I measuve lim, says she, & my own spirit; for, 
& [5hould flout *, e me ; yea, wm I love 
& him, I Suff ft 7 | 42502 
„ Claud. Then down upon uw ens she falls, 
et weeps, sobs, beats her heart, tears her hair, prays, 
curses -O ste ,t Benedick ! God giue me patience. 

1 Leon. dhe doth indeed 5 my daughter says so: 
and the ecstacy hath 80 much overborne her, that my 
daughter is sometime afraid she will do . {Figs 
outrage to herself; It is very true.“ 
© Pedro. It were good, that Benedick knew of it * 
some other, if she wilt not discover it. 601 

« Claud. To what end? He would but make a 
er sport of it, and tarinent the poor lady worse. 
„ Pedro. An he should, it were au alms to hang 
« him: She's an excellent sweet lady; 2 W 
null suspicion, she is virtuous 
„ Qaud. e eee of i 

R 11+ 1+ | | % Pedro. 


* 2 9 
: LLC 
. " 
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« Pedro. In every ching, r in _—— Bene- 
« dick. retten 22 

40 Pn A dd Man. 
« in so tender a body, we have ten proofs: to one, 
that blood hath the victory. I am sorry for her, as 
„ have just cause, being her uncle and her guardian. 
Pedro. I would, she had bestowed this dotage on 


„% me; I would have daff d all other respect, and 


« made her half myself: I pray you tell Benedick 
of it, and hear what he will ac 0 10 
Leon. Wers it good, think you? 618 
« Claud. Hero thinks surely, she will die : for she 
„says, she will die if he love her not; and she will 
© dic ere she make her love known; and she will die 
„if he wap her, rather than she wall bate one breath 
« of her accustom'd crossness. 623 
Pedro. ** She doth well: if she should make tender 
© of her love, tis very possible,:;he*l].scorn it; fon 
the man, as 155 n E Dan a S 
spirit. 
„ Claud. He is a. very. proper man. 
©« Pedro, He hath, indeed, a good un happh 
„% ness. 
„Claud. Fore God, b in my a very * 5 
Pedro. He doth, indeed, she some sparks that 
© are like wit, 633 
. An3 ante dg ' 
% Pedro. As Hector, I assure you: and in the 
„managing of quarrels you may say he is wise; fon 
8 . eicher 
[ 
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« either he avoids them with great discretion, or 
cc undertakes them with a christian-like fear. 

% Leon. If he do fear God, he must necessarily 
% keep peace; if he break the peace, he ought to 
& enter into a quarrel with fear and trembling. 

6% Pedro. And so will he do; for the man doth 
< fear God, howsoever it seems not in him, by some 
« large jests he will make. Well, I am sorry for 
* your niece: Shall we go seek Benedick, and tell 


« him of her love? 646 
dlaud. Never tell him, my lord; let her wear it 
hes with good counsel, 


Leon. Nay, that's impoxible she may wear her 
b en r 
Pedro. Well, we will hear further of it "or your 
daughter ; ; let it cool the while. I love Benedick 
well; and J could wish he would modestly examine 
himself, to anne is r chat have 80 
good a lad. 655 | 

Leon. My lord, will you 21 ? tne is de 

Claud. If he. do not dote or Fn upon this, I wil 
never trust my enpectation. [Aiide. 

Pedro. Let there be the same net spread for her, 
and that must your daughter and her gentlewoman 
Larry The sport will be, when they hold an opinion 
ef one another's dotage, and no such matter; that's 
the scene that I would see, „which will be merely 
e ee ear hc ws ber to call bim ta 
dinner. I Aide] — 
Na : C 
SENS B&NEDICKe 


A ue 450 av0ve SOOT 45 


Benevick advances Fra RATA 


Bene. This can be no trick: The conference was 
tadly borne.— They have the truth of this from 
Hero. They seem to pity the lady z it seems, her 
affections have the full bent. Love mel why, it 
must be requited. I hear how I am censur'd; they 
zay, I will bear myself proudly, if I perceive the love 
come from her; they say too, that she will rather die 
than give any sign of affection.— did never think to 
marry: -I must not seem proud: — happy are they 
that hear their detractions, and can put them to 
mending. They say, the lady is fair; tis a truth, 
I can bear them witness : and virtuous; — tis so, I 
cannot reprove it: and wise but for loving me {= 
By my troth it is no addition to her wit nor no 
great argument of her folly, for I will be horribly in 
love with her.—-F may chanee have some odd quirks 
and remnants of wit broken on me, because I have 
ral'd so long against marriage: But doth not the 
appetite alter? A man loves the meat in his youth, 
that he cannot endure in his age: — Shall quips, and 
zentences, and these paper bullets of the brain, awe 
a man from the career of his humour? No: the world 
must be peopled. - When I said, I would die a 
bachelor, I did not think I should live till I were 
marry*d.—Here comes Beatrice: By this day, she's a 
fair lady: I do spy some marks of love in her, 691 
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Enter BRAKE. 


Seat. ve in Jam e to bid you come 
in to dinner. Ro irt 
Bene. Fair Beatrice, L only you for your pains, 
Beat. I took no more pains for those thanks, than, 
you take pains to thank me; if it n been painful 
I would not have comm. | 
Bene. Vou take pleasure then in the e 699 
Beat. Vea, just as much as you may take upon a 
knife's point, and choak a daw withal ;—Yau have 
no stomach, signior; fare you well. [ Exit. 
Bene. Ha! Against my will I am zent ſo bid you come 
in to dinner there's a double meaning in that, / 
took no more pains for tliose thanks, than you take pain 
to thank me—that's as much as to say, Any pains that 
Ltake for you is as easy as thanks: —If I do not take, 
pity of her, I am a villain; if I do not love her, I 
3 e pe e - [ Exit. 709 
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| "ACT 11. SCENE 3 


7 


ena. de Orchard. 41 8 Mancaner, 


1 l 4 0 J F, | Ir | * 
We tb, | f 


Bows Margaret, run thee into the parlopr;./ uh 
There shalt thou find my cousin Beatrice 
Popos ing with the prince and Claudio: “ 

- 5 Whisper 


Halt, eu ABO amour verntvd. 77 


Whisper her ear, and tell her, I and Ursula 

Walk in the orchard, and our whole discourse 

Is all of her; say, that thou overheard'st A L 
And bid her steal into the pleached bower, 
ere honey-suckles, ripen'd by the sun, 

« Forbid the sun to enter ;—like favourites 

„ Made proud by 1 that advance their 


pride n 21S 
« Against that power that bred ir j—there will tb 
hide her, 


To listen our purpose: This i is ry office, 
Bear thee well in it, and leave us alone. 

' Marg. I'll make her come, I warrant you, . 
sently. : [Extt. 
| Hero. Now, Ursula, when Beatrice doth come, 
As we do trace this alley up and down, © 
Our talk must only be of Benedick : 

When I do name him, let it be thy part 4 
To praise him more than ever man did merit 20 
My talk to thee must be, how Benedic kk 
Is sick in love with Beatrice: Of this matter 

Is little Cupid's crafty arrow made. bo 
* ny wounds by hear-say. Now begin. 


* Euter BEATRICE, behind. bas. 


For look where Beatrice, like a lapwing, runs 
Close by the ground, to hear our conference. 
Urs. The pleasant'st angling is to see the figh - 
Cut with her golden oars the silver stream 
And greedy devour the treacherous bat: 
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So angle we for Beatrice; who even now 30 
Is couched in the woodbine coverture: 
Fear you not my part of the dialogue. 
Hero. Then go we near her, a tan 
thing 
Of the false sweet bait that we lay for it. — 
[ They advance to the bower, 
No, truly, Ursula, she is too disdainful; _ 
I know, her spirits are as n 
As haggards of the rock. 
Urs. But are you sure, 
That Benedick loves Beatrice $0 entirely? 
Hero. So says the prince, and my new. trothed 
| lord. 40 
« Urs, And did theybid you tell her of i it, madam ? 
« Hero," Nr did intreat me to acquaint her 
>> EK x 
But I pereuaded them, if they lov'd Benedick, 
To wish him wrestle with affection, 
And never to let Beatrice know of it. | 
Urs. Why did you so? Doth not the gentleman 


2 
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All matter else seems weak: she cannot love, 
Nor take no shape nor project of . 
She is so self-endeared. 

Urs. Sure, I think so; 


And therefore, certainly, it were not 3-56 - 60 


She knewehis love, lest she make sport at it. 
c Heros. 2 . n . I never yet raw 
man, 
How wise, how — young, a 1. featur' 4. } 
But she would Som him backward: if fair-fac' d, 
She'd swear, the gentleman should be her sister; 
If black, why, nature, drawing of an antick, 
Made a foul blot : if tall, a lance ill- headed; r 
If low, an aglet very vilely cut 
If speaking, why, à vane blown with all Fea 


If silent, why, a block moved with none. 7 


do turns she every man the wrong side ut; 

And never gives to truth and virtue, that 
Urs. Sure, sure, such carping is not commendable. 

Herg. . No1,not to... be. 80, odd. and; from all 

fashions, * 

« As Beatrice is, cannot be commendable), | 1 

But who dare tell her so? If I should a 

She'd. mock me into air 3. O. .she would laugh — 

Out of myself, press me to death with wit. 

Therefore let Benedick, like cover d fire, 80 

Consume away in; sighe, waste inwardly z „ 

It were a better death than die with mocks 

© Which is as bad as die with tickling.“ 

tant E n. 


v 
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Urs. Vet dell her of it; hear what she will say. 

Hero. No; rather I will go to Benedick, 
And counsel him to fight against his passion: 
And, truly, I'll devise some honest slanders 
To stain my cousin with; one doth not know, 
How much an ill word may empoison liking. 
"Urs. O, do not do your cousin such a wrong. 90 
She cannot be so much without true judgment, 
(Having so swift and excellent a wit, 
As che is priz'd to have) as to refuse 
So mare a gentleman as signior Benedick. 

& Hero. He is the only man of Italy, 
Always excepted my dear Claudio. 

« Urs, J pray you, be not angry with me, madam, 
*« Speaking my fancy; signior Benedick, 
For shape, for bearing, argument and valour, 
Goes foremost in report through Italy.“ 100 

Hero. Indeed, he bath an excellent good name, 

Urs. His excellence did earn it, ere h h it. 
When are you marry*d, raadam ? 
| Hero. Why, _— day ;——t0-morrow : Come, go 

in, 
III shew thee some attires : and have thy counsel, 
Which 4s the best to furnish me to-morrow. 
Ur. She's lined, I warrant you; we have caught 
ter, madam. | 
Hero. I it prove so, then loving goes by haps: 


Some Cupid _ with arrows, ory with traps. 109 
f | [ Exeunt. 


3 BEATRICE 
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Brar RICE advancing. aff 
Beat, What fire is in mine ears? Can this be true ? 
Stand 1 condemn d for pride and scorn 80 
much? 
Contempt, farewel ! and maiden pride, adieu! 
No glory lives behind the back of such. 
And, Benedick, love on, I will requite thee; 
Taming my wild heart to thy loving hand; 
if thou dost love, my kinduess shall incite thee 
To bind our loves up in a holy band: 
For others say, thou dost deserve; and I _ 
Believe it better than reportingly. [ Exit, 


* 


* * 
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SCENE Il. 


LzxonaTO's House. Enter Don PEDRO, CLAUDIO, 
BENEDICK, and LEONATO. 


Pedro. 1 do but stay till your marriage be con- 
summate, and then go I toward Arragon. 121 

Claud. I'll bring you thither, my lord, if 4 
vouchsafe me. 

Pedro, Nay, ** that would be as great a soil in the 
© new gloss of your marriage, as to shew a child his 
* new coat, and forbid him to wear it. I will only 
be bold with Benedick for his company; for, from 
the crown of his head to the sole of his foot, he is all 
mirth ; he hath twice or thrice cut Cupid's bow- 
string, and the little hangman dare not shoot at him: 
E 1 j he 


he hath a heart n as a bell, and his tongue is 
the clap what his heart thinks, is ton 
ſhe clagpers For 9 2 Tr 
* Bene,” Gallants, I am not as'T have been. * 
 Leox. So say I; methinks, you are vadder. 3 
Clad.” I hope, he be in 10%. 
Pedro. Hang him, truant; there's no true drop 
of blood in him, to be troly touch'd' with love: b 
he be sad, he wants money. | : 
Bae. I have the tooth-ach." " NR. an ; 1. 140 
| Pedro. Draw it. N 
Bene. Hang it. b 
Y Cloud. You must hang it 1, and draw it after. 
* 
Pedro. What ? sigh for the tooth-ach 75 
Leon. Where is but a humour, or a worm? 
Bene. Well, .Eyery one can master a grief, but he 
that has it. 15 
Quand. Vet 1 I, SRI ED». 149 
% Pedro.” There is no appearance of fancy in him, 
te unless it be a fancy that he hath to strange disguises; 
* as to be a Dutch man to- day; a French man to- 
& morrow ; or in the shape of two countries at once; 
as a German from the waist downward, all slops; 
% and a\Spaniard from the hip upward, no doublet : 
Unless he Have a fancy to this foolery, as it appears 
< he hath, he is no fool for er per 1 Gre 
, have it to appear he is. [17 een 
GR _ he ve a þ in love, with come der. 


40 


Te 
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there is no believing old signs: he brushes his hat o“ 
mornings : What should that bode? 1835 
Pedro. Hath any man seen him at the barber's? 
Claud. No, but the barber's man hath been seen 
60 « with him ; and the old ornament of his cheek RS 

60 already stuff'd tennis balls. 
Leon. Indeed, he looks e than he did, by 
6 the loss of a beard,” 
Pedro. Nay, he rubs himself with civet : Can you 
smell him out by that? 
Claud. That's as much as to say, The sweet youtn's 
in love. 171 
8 The greatest note of it, js his melancholy. 


% Claud. And when was he wont to wash his face? 


« Pedro. Yea, or to paint himself? for the Nr 
« I hear, what they say of him.” 

Claud. Nay, but his jesting spirit; which. is now 
crept into a lute-string, 6 and now govern'd by 
te gtops.“ 

Pedro. Indeed, that tells a heavy tale for him: 
Conclude, conclude he is in love. 180 
Claud. Nay, but I know who loves him. 1 
Pedro. That would 1 know too; 1 warrant, one 

that knows him not. 

Claud. Ves, and his ill conditions; and, u dexpight 
of all, dies for him. om 

Pedro. She shall be buried with her face upwaids. 

| Bene, Yet is this no charm for the tooth-ach Old 
n n. with me; I have studied eight 

12 E. 11 „ i 0 


1 
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dr nine ene to speak to you, n these 
hobby-horses must not hear: 190 

oo h4nd 4) 2» CExant BENEDICK and Los ro. 
7 3 For my 80 to an with him n 
Beatrice. W 31910164 0 5412] 

Claud. 'Tis even so: Herd ain Aae "> by 
this time play d their parts with Beatrice; and then 
the two bears will not bite one n wheti 


my at 7917 1 HET oh 2d rd nt 


Enter Don Jos. 


* C Ss 


* 1 8 My lord and brother, God save you. | 
Pedro. Good den, brother. p74 | 
© John, PO leisure 3 1 would a perk with 
yow'++ T1141 36 7 200 
Pedro. In in Fi 9a l 26 As 
wfohn, If it please you: - yet count "Claudio bn 
n for what I would speak of, concerns bim. 15 
Pedro. What's the matter? 
Joln. Means your N to be d to mor. 
row)? i eee 
Pedro. e n I. 2446 4 
Jon. I kndw; not ous wlien he knows what 1 
know. Joint mins 
2% Claud. If there be any enpehnee, 1 pray you, 
discover it. wi. nie 
Join. You may think, 1 Love you not; let that 
appear hereaſter, and aim better at me by that Inox 
will manifest: Fer my brother, I think, he holds you 
well; and in dearness of heart hath holp to effect 
| your 


hen 
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your, ensuing marriage: a suit ill-spent, and Wn 
bour ill-bestow dd 

Pedro. Why, what's the matter? 

Join. I came hither to tell you, and circumstances 
$horten'd (for she hath been too Wen a talking of), 
the lady is disloyal. 21 

Claud. Who? Hero? 

Jon. Even she; Leonato's Hero, your Hero, 
every man's Hero. 

Claud. Disloyal ? 

Join. The word is too good to paint out her 
wickedness; 1 could say, she were worse; think 
you of a worse title, and I will fit her to it. Won- 
der not till further warrant: go but with me to- 
night, you shall see her chamber-window enter'd; 
even the night before her wedding-day : if you Are 
her then, to-morrow wed her; but it would better fit 
your honour to change your min. 233 
Claud. May this be 80? nenn 

Pedro. I will not think it.— | « *ug 

'Folin. If you dare not trust that you see, confess 
not that you know : If you will follow me, I wilt 
shew you enough : and when you have scen more, 
and heard more, proceed accordingly. 299 

Claud. If I see any thing to-night why I should not 
marry her ; to-morrow, in the congregation, where 
I should weh there will I shame her. 

Pedro. And, as I wooed for thee to obtain her, f 
will join withthee to disgrace herr 

Jein. 1 will disparage her no farther, till you ure 
LK 2£ my 
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my witnesses : bear it coldly but till midnight, and 
let the issue shew itself. ; 
« Pedro. O day untowardly turned 1 
„ Claud. O mischief strangely thwarting! 
& John. O plague right well prevented! 250 
« $0 you will V when you — seen the sequel.“ 
| [ATT [Exeunt, 


2 » — 


SCENE . f 


— 


The Street. Enter Doczg ER Y and VzRors, with the 
| Watch. 


. Dogb. Are you good men and true? 
. Verg. Yea, or else it were pity but they Should 


suffer salvation, body and soul. 

Dogb. Nay that were a punishment too good for 
them, if they should have any allegiance in them, 
being chosen for the prince's h. 

» Verg, Well, give them thei * neighbour 

Pogberry. 

Dag. First, who think you the most desartless 
man to be constable ? * 44 1; 6:54 
1 Watch. Hugh Oatcake, sir, or r George Seacopls 
for they can write and read. 

Dogs. Come hither, neighbour Seacoal : God hath 
bless d you with a good name: to be a well-fayour'd 
man is the gift of fortune oa 
0 nature. 

N | 2 Watch 


. 


29 * 


1 H. ue AbO anrouTIwoOTHING 657 
; 2 Watch. Both which, master constable,—— 268 
Dogb. You' have; I knew: it would be your an- 
awer. Well, for your favour, sir, why, give God 
thanks, and make no boast of it; and for your writ- 
ing and reading, let that appear when there is no 
need of such vanity. Vou are thought here to be 
the most senseless and fit man for the constable of 
the watch; therefore bear you the lantern: This 
is your charge; you shall comprehend all vagrom 
men; amen to bid any man ae the prince's 
name. 7 +4 e 
2 Watch, How ihe will ergy Y 
| Dogb.: Why then, take no note of — but let bim 
go; and presently call the rest of the watch e 
and thank God you are rid of a Knaxve. 8 
Verg. If he will not stand when he is biden, he is 
none of the prince's subjects. 
Dog. True, and they are to meddle with . 
the prince's subjects :—You $hall also make no noise 
in the streets z for, for the watch to babble and talk, 


is most tolerable and not to be endur d. — 
2 Hatch. We will rather sleep than talk ; we know 
what belongs to a watch. 290 


Dogb. Why, you speak like an ancient * most 
quiet watchman; for I cannct. see how sleeping 
should offend : only, have a care that your bills be 
not stolen Well, you are to call at all the ale-houses, 
and bid them that are drunk get them to bed. 

e Match. How if they will not? 

de. Why then, let them alone till they are ober 
L if 
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if they make you not then the better answer, you 
may say, they are not the an 
2 Watch, Well, sir. 

Dogs. If you meet a thief; you may n 
by virtue of your office, to be no true man; and, for 
such kind of men, the less you meddle or make with 

them, why the more is for your honesty. 

2 Watch. ann eee , 
not lay hands on him: 

Dogs. Truly, by your office you may x but I 
think, they that touch pitch will be defil'd : the 
most peaceable way for you, if you do take a thief, 
is, to let him shew himself amen and steal out 

of your company. zn 
Vierg. You have always been call'd a merciful man, 
Partner. 

Dogb. Truly, 1 would not hang a dog by my 
will; much more a man who hath any honesty in 
* | 

Verg. If you var dy the night, 2 5 
call to the nurse, and bid her still it. 

2 Hatch. How if nnen and will not 
hear us:? 990 

Dogb. Why then, depart in peace, and let the 
child wake her with crying: for the ewe that will not 
hear her lamb when it baes, will never ans wer a calf 
when he bleats. I vE 

Verg. *Tis very true. 

 Dogd6. This is the end of the cheryl You, con- 
stable, are to present the \prince's own person; if 


vou 
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you meet the prince in the-night, you may stay him. 
Verg. Nay, by'dady, that, I think, he cannot. geg 
Dogb. Five shillings to one ont, with any man that 
knows the statues, he may stay him: marry, not with- 
out the prince be willing: for, indeed, the watch 
ought to offend no man; 2 wum 
à man against his will. 
eg. Byrlady, I think, it be 80. | Wis 
Dogb. Ha, ha, ha! Well, masters, good nights 
an there be any matter of weight chances, call up me: 
keep your fellows? r and good 
night. Come, neighbour. 39 
2 Match. Well, masters, we 3 our charge : let 
us go sit here upon the mn and 
then all to bed. 
| Dogs. need mere hoveitracighieddes I pray 
von, watch about signior Leonato's door; for the 
wedding being there to-morrow, there is a great ooil 
to-night : Adieu, be vigilant, I beseech .. 
[Exeune DOGBERRY n,. 


* Bonachie and Cox 40 bE. 
Bora. What! Conrade.— 


Watch. Peace, stir not. Aude. 
Bora. 'Contade, I say! *.8 | 
Conr. Here man, I am at thy elbow.  - 350 


Bora, Mass, and my elbow ich d; 1 . 
there would a cab follow. 

* Gur. 1 will owe thee an e, for that; and 
2 | 40 


« Borg." 


— ——— — ene 
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% Bora. Stand thee close then under this pent 
house, for it drizales rain; and I ene 
drunkard, utter all to thee. mild: vi 5.14 
G Watch.! { Aside.) Some treason, masters; yot nnd 


alendor alt hoebui: art. - nnikin of vaning. od 
Bora. Therefore know, I bave earned Aro * 
a thousand ducats. 4361 


Cour. Is it possible that any ella chould be 


dear? 243 D een alt , „ 8 7 I Snell 


Bora. Thou should'st rather ask, ne possible 
any villainy should he so rich: for when rich villains 
haye need of poor ones, — what 
price they will. Nen Bong NAU 2 
Conr. I wonder at t. ary 

Bora. That shews, d art lol ng "Th Thou 
- Knowest, that the fashion of — hat, or 
_ « dloak, is nothing to a man. ot (5469 ee 
Cour. Ves, it in apparel. &+07/ $134! ore 

Bora. 1 mean, the fashion. 1 ob 1319: 

. : Conr, Ves, the fashion is is the. "ro 

Bora. Tush!_I may as well say, the fog]'s the fool. 
But $ee'st a What” a deformed thief this fashion 
is? mod Tad V7 nl 
Hall. I * that Deformed; he has been a vile 


thief these seven year; he goes up, and down like 2 


gentleman: I remember his name. 380 
Bora. Didst thou not hear some body? 

Conr. No; 'twas the vane on the house.. 
55 Bora. 'Seest thow not; I SAY, what a defbrmed thief 


* fashion is? how giddilyche a 
Os” hot 
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nt bot bloods, between fourteen and five and thirty # 
rue 
nd 


« gometime, fashioning them like Pharaoh's soldiers 
« in the reechy painting; sometime, like god Bel's 
6 priests in the old church window ; Sometime, like 
oy « the shaven Hercules in the smirch'd worm-eaten 
bn i « tapestry, where his cod-piece seems as massy as his 
61 « club?” | 39t 
80 Conr. , All this I dee; and see, that the fashion 
« wears out more apparel than the man: But art 
ble not thou thyself giddy with the fashion too, that thou 
im hast shifted mn PETE 
hat fashion ? 
| Bora. Nat 80 neither: heh, ade. 
| night wooed Margaret, the lady Hero's gentlewoman; 
Ou by the name of Hero; she leans me. out at her 
.or mistress's chamber-window, bids me a thousand times 
371 MW good night—I tell this tale vitely:—I should first tell 
"4 thee, how the prince, Claudio, and my master, 
v4 planted and placed, and possessed by my master Don 
John, saw afar off in the orchard this anyable en- 
ol, counter, _ | | 403 
jon Conr. And thought they, Margaret was Hero? 
Bora. Two of them did; the prince and Claudio; 
le WF but the devil my master knew she was Margaret; 
T and partly by his oaths, which first possess'd them, 
80 „ partly by the dark night, which did deceive them, 
2 © but chiefly by my villainy, which did confirm any 
41 i] © slander that Don John had made,“ away went 
ef Claudioenraged ; swore he would meet her, as hewas 
the i appointed, next morning at the temple, and there, 
MERE F | before 


* , r r 7—T—T.......—r˙²i¼X§èꝛ;:.n 
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before the whole congregation, shame her with what 
he ca o'er night, 1 her 2 
a husband. 
1 1 Watch. We charge you in the pere name 
stand. | 419 
2 Watch. Call up ; the right master constable? 
We have here recovered the most dangerous piece 
of lechery that ever was CROPS in the common. 
wealth. , 
i Watch, And one Deformed is one of ben, 1 
know him, he wears a lock. | 
Conr, Masters, masters.— 
2 Watch, You'll be ade e Deformed forth, I 


_ warrant you. 
Conr. Masters, 

- 1 Watch. Never ai we charge you, let us obey 

you to go with us. f — 498 


- Bora. We are like to prove a goody n 
bekig taken up of these men's bills. 
- © Conr, A commodity in question, I warrant you, 
Come, we'll obey you.“ # Exeunt; 
Cone rye Shore ET nog tt eo benign ts Foal 


— —— 


5 
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An Apartment in Lroxaro's 7 ; "IP Enter Haze, 
f MARGARET, and URSULA, ; 


2 cc . Oood Ureula, Wake wy comin Beatric 


2h bean dme to rice, A ent | 


| „In. 1 will, lady. — sem 43 * — % 


w 


Std 9 4% Hers, 
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% [lero. And bid her come hither. 4h n 
« Urs, Well.“ [Exit UR8ULA. 440 


Marg. 4 1 think, n other rabato _— 
r., 1 

- Hero, No, pray thee, good Meg, * wear this. 

Marg. By my troth, it's not so good; and I war- 
rant, your cousin will say so. 

Hero. My cousin's a fool, and thou CO 
I'll wear none but this. 

Marg. I like the new tire within excellently, * «if 
« the hair were a thought browner;“ and your 
gown's. a most rare fashion, 1'faith. I saw the 
dutchess of Milan's gown, that they praise so. 451 

« Hero. O, that exceeds, they say. 

« Marg. By my troth, it's but a night-gown in 
« respect of yours: Cloth of gold, and cuts, and 
« lac'd with silver; set with pearls, down sleeves} 
ce side sleeves, and skirts round, underborne with a 
« blueish tinsel:“ but for a fine, quaint, graceful, 


and excellent fashion, yours is worth ten on't, . 
Hero. God give me jay enn wann 
exceeding heavy! 1 


Marg. »Twill be 23 200n, by the weight of 4 
man. 

Hero. Sv cho ee ow” 
Marg. Of what, lady? of speaking honour- 
« ably? Is not marriage honourable in a beggar ? Is 
* not your lord honourable without marriage? I 
& think you would have me say, Saving your reve- 
erence,—4 husband : an bad thinking de not wrest 


n F ij * true 
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«true speaking, Ploffend no body: Is there any harm 
& in—the hewoter for @ husband? None, I think, an it 
e be the right husband, and the right wife; other. 
« wise, tis light, and not heavy: Ask my lady 
4 Reatrice else, here she comes.” 473 


Enter BEATRICE, 


Hero. Good morrow, coz. 

Beat. Good morrow, sweet Hero. 

Hern. — do you speak in the ick 
tune ? . 

Beat. tn e er ll other tune methmks. 
„Marg. Clap us into Light of Love; that goes 
ec without a bun do you sing it, and III dance 
* m 97722- N 481 
1 Beat. Yea, Lights Lows, with your beck then 
ec if your husband have stables enough, you'll took he 
6 shall lack no barns. 

% Marg. O illegitimate donstruction I scorn that 
% with my heels. 

% Beat. Tis almost five o'clock, cousin; tis time 
you were ready, By my Rn I am OY ill.— 
hey he! * 

Marg. For a hawk, a 248 Or a ad 499 
e Beat. For the letter that begins them all, H. 

% Marg. Well, an you be not turn d Turk, there's 
| Ae star 

« Beat, What means the fool, trow ? 

X &« Marg. Nothing I; oy God condevery one thet 
Su ard SSRIs 


& Hero. 


*©'$ 


eff 


ro. 
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«an —— perfume. 


« Beat. I am stuff'd, .cousin, I cannot smell. 
* Marg. A maid, and stuff d i there s goodly catch- 


ing of cold. 


« Beat. O, God help me] God help me ! how long 
« have you profess d apprehension.? Arles 
„Marg. Ever since you left it; Doth not my wit 


« become me rarely? 


Sa Tz 


501 


Beat. It is not seen enough, you should wear it 
« jn your cap. — By my troth, I am sick. 

Marg. Get you some of this distill'd — Be- 
nedictus, and lay it to your heart; it is the only 


thing for a qualm. 


510 


« Hero, There thou prick'st her with a thistle. 
Beat. Benedictus! why Benedictus? yo have 


some moral in this Benedictus. 


Marg. Moral? no by my troth, I have no moral 
meaning; I meant, plain holy-thistle. You, may 
think, perchance, that I think you are in love: nay, 
by'rlady, I am not. such a fool to think what I list 3 
nor I list not to think what I can; nor, indeed, I 
cannot think, if I would think my heart out o think» 
ing, that you are in love, or that you will be in 
love, or that you can be in love: yet Benedick was 
zuch another, and now is he become a man: he sware 
he would never marry ; and yet now, in despight of 
his heart, he eats his meat without grudging: and 
how you may be converted, I know not: but, 


Fiij 


methinks, 
6 * 


F 
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methinks, r e er 


do. Den 
Beat. What pace is this that thy tongue keeps * 
Marg, Not a false gallop. Dei (sn 8 . 559 


| . Re enter UssvLA. IV 0 * | 
Urs. * withdraw; the prince, the count, 
signior Benedick, Don John, and all the —— of 


the town, are come to fetch you to church. 
Hero. Help to dress —— 2 eo, good Meg, 


good Ursula. N 
nb bite ai o ame no 1343 . 

* 5 11 el 24 410 1 + 1 : 
C * SCENE J. irt 1 " 


„eint g dus 191) 347 LET 
th 4307 wy Apartment. in e 8 7 31 Euter 
LEONATO, with DOGBERAY and,V ERGES. 
Teon. ere you have wich yy Fam: 
neighbour ? -* * Ale Fat 1 
Dogb. 8 sir, 1 * have some confidence 
un ya that decerns vou nearly 
Leon. Brief, , pray you ; tor ee ba buy 
time with me. 1 Ni Hino 1 Ain 540 
Re he — this de is in i r N en e 
Verg. Ves, in truth it is, sir. 
Leon. What is it, my good friends? 
Dogb. Goodman Verges, sir, speaks a hure of the 
matter: an old man, sir, and his wits are not sa 
blunt, as, God help, 1 would desire they were; but, 
in faith, honest, as the skin between his brows. 


Ferg. 
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Verg. Yes, I thank. God, I am as honest. as any 
man living, that is an . no honester 
than I.. 941 He 5110: iis Snow 200 880 


Dogb- Comparizons ae palabras, neigh- 
bour Vergevivisd balls gAMOTOnt zu frog gvad 
Leon, Neighbours, you are tedious. .qide 


Dogb. It, pleases your: worship to says but we 


are the poor duke's offers: but, truly or: mine 


own part, if I were as tedious as a king, I could find 
in my heart to bestow it, all of Foun within an 

Leos. All thy tediousness on me behakind 4458 
| Dogb. Yea, and 'twere a thousand times more tian 
is : for I hear as good exclamation on your worship, 
as of any man in the city; hav gc I be but a poor 
man, LI ans glad to hear it. S1ol M cM PB 

Verg. And so am I, see * 15 O 29:0 08d 2 

Leon, I would faig know what; you have tosaRx. 

_ Ferg., Marry, sir, our, Watch to-night, excepting 
your worship's pre5etice,. .hathets'gaga, Couple oftas 
arant Knaves as any in Messina, micl- bid {coedR © 

Dogb. A. good eld man, sir be will bo talking a 
as they say, When the age is in, the witjis aut ; God 
help us! it is a world ta geg Well Said, d faith, 
neighbour] Verges ell, God's a Wed Munz, an 
two men ide ofa horse, on ust, Lide hehind m 


An honest soul, itaith, six bn greth Re. is, aas 


ever broke bread; but, God is to be worshipp' dz 
All men are not alike ; alas good neighbour! 375 


c 


you. 
* 
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Dogs. Gifts, that God gives. 
Leon. I mußt leave you. 15 i 367411 et 
©:Dogb. One word, sir: our watch FW intel, 
eompreheaded two aspirious persons, and we would 
have them this morning examin 1 before your wor- 
ship. Siber x8 1 7140 
Len. Numer emen m—_ and bring 
it me; annette _—_ — tt 
vou. 102 tie +: 262: TY 1 
Dogs. [© chal de vufigance.” 
Leon. Driak some wine ere you wo fare you 
roc baceuon! oe” x» Ws 


£5 1419 107 19 11041: >F{18;: 


2604 4 d ff « Enten a Meczengers, gals 


4c Mess. My lord, they stay for you to give you 
« daughter to her husband. + - 

46 Zaun. Pwill wait upon em I am — Þ3 
Wt ingly if 6d. 3259714 41 ¶ Exit LEONATO. 


© Dogs/54@8, es pefeber go, go, get you to Francis 
Seacoal, bid him nr 


Jail; ee How 0 eee 
erg. And we must do it wisely). 
—ͤ— will spare for no wit, ee _ 
Heres Mt Trouthing his forehead) shall drive some of 

them to u b tom: my get the learned writer to 
den down dür Extdmmunicution, and meet me at the 
Jail. u, tor nt bee ©; — 7 Got 


" ; 
. 10 Mien * 82-4 * 5 9 * 9 
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2 
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ACT IV. SCENE 1. 
A Church. Enter Don Prox, Doh Jonn, LEONATO, 
Friar, CLaubio, BEXEDICK, U and BEA- 


TRICE, 
thi wa 

Cour, friar Francis, be brief; only to the plain 
form of marriage, and you Shall recount mr you 
cular duties afterwards, | 

Friar, You come _ my lord, 1 to * this 
lady ? | ak 

Claud. No. 

Leon. To be marry'd to her, friar; you o t 
marry her. - 

Friar. Lady, you come ee wh y6w-7\- to this 
count ? 10 

Hero. 1 do- I 

Friar. If ike of you bn inward nnd 
mum 
on your souls, to utter it. 

oy None, my lord. 

Friar, Know you any, count ? 

Leon. I dare make his answer, none. | 

Claud. O what men dare do! wi 

what 

Men daily do! “ not knowing what they do l 20 

Bene. How now! Interjections ? 4 Why, then 
* s0me be of laughing, as, ha! ha! he!” 


4alV. 


Claud. 
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Claud. Stand oo by, friar:— Father, by your 
leave; 
Will you with free and unconstrained youl - 
Give me this maid your daughter? | 
Leon. As freely, son, as God did give her me, 
Claud, And what have I to give you back, Whose 
worth 3 
May counterpoise this rich and precious gift? ; 
Pedro. Nothing, unless you render her again. 
Clans, Sweet prince, you _ me noble thankful. 
#179 "NESS; 30 
There, Leonato, take ber dern again; « +89 
« Give not this rotten orange to your friend :**. 
She's but the sign and semblance of her hanour :— 
Behold, how like a maid she blushes here: 
O, what authority and shew of truth .- 
Can cunning sin cover itself withal ! bod 
* Comes not that blood, as modest evidence, 
To witness simple virtue? Would you not swear, 
# All you that see her, that she were a maid, - 
«© By these exterior shews ? But she is none: 40 
She knows the heat of a luxurious bed: - 
Her blush is guiltiness, not modesty. 
| Leon. What do you mean, my lord? | 
Claud. Not — not knit W Soul - 
T6 an approv'd wanton, : 23 4 
Leon. Dear my lord, | 
af ne tae rept; , | :.1, 
Have vanquish'd the resistance of hav youth, 


And made defeat of her virginity, :: | 
3 Claud. 


ur 


40 


, 
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Claud. I know what W if I have 


known her, 4 
« You'll say, she did embrace me as a babad, 
And so extenuate the torehand sin: 
No, Leonato, 
I never tempted her with word too 8 g.? 

But, as a brother to his sister, shew'd -— 
Bastiful sincerity and comely love. Ns 
Hero. And seem'd I ever otherwise to you? 

Claud. Out on thy seeming! Lwill write against itz 
You seem to me as Dian m her orb; * 
As chaste as is the bud ere it be blown; 60 
But you are more intemperate in your blood - - 
Than Venus, or those pamper'd animals 
That rage in savage sensuality. | , A554 

Hero. Is my lord well, that he doth * So wide? 

Leon. Sweet pritzte, why speak not you ? | 

Pedro. What $hiould I speak ? 4 

[ stand dishonour d, that have gone about 
To link my dear friend to a common stale. r 

Leon. Are these things Token, or do 1 but 


dream? 
John. Sir, me are le, and think things a are 
true. - - 70 


Bene. This looks not t like a cans . 4*65, 4% 
Hero. True, O God! N 1 | 
Claud. Leonato, stand I here? . 

Is this the prince ? Is this the prince's bother ' 

Ia this face Hero's ?- Are our eyes our or N 
Leon, All chis is so; But what of this, my lord? 

e Claud. 


— 
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Claud. Let me but move one question to your 
daughter; ; 

And, by that fatherly and kindly power 

That you have in her, bid her answer truly. 79 
Leon. I charge thee do so, as thou art my child, 
Hero. O God defend mel how I am beset 1— 

What kind of catechizing call you this ? 

Claud. To make you answer truly to your name, 

Hero. Is it net Hero? Who can blot that name 
Wich any just reproach 2? 

Claud. Marry, that can Hero; 

Ferro itself can blot out Hero's virtue. 

What map was he talk'd with you yesternight 

Out at your window, betwixt twelve and one ? 

Now, if you are a maid, answer to this. 90 
Aero. I talk'd with no man at that hour, my lord. 
Pedro. Why, then you are no maiden,''— 

Leonato, 

1 am sorry, you must hear; Upon mine honoury 

Myself, my brother, and this grieved count, 

Did sce her, hear her, at that hour last night, ; 

Talk with a ruffian at her chamber window 

' Who hath, indeed, most like a liberal villain, | 

| Confess'd the vile encounters they have had 

A thousand times in secret. | 
John. Fie, fie! they are 1700 

Not to be nam'd, my dord, nat to be spoke of; 

There is not chastity enough in language, 

Without offence, to utter them: Thus, pretty lady, 

L au sorry for thy much anisgoverameate on”, 
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Claud. O Kero! what a Hero hadst thou been 

If half thy outward graces had been plac'd 

About the thoughts and counsels of thy heart ! 

But, fare thee well, most foul, most fair! farewel, 

« Thou pure impiety, and impious purity !*' 

For thee I'll lock up all the gates of love, 110 

And on my eye-lids shall conjecture hang, 

To turn all beauty into thoughts of harm, 

And never shall it more be gracious. | 
Leon. Hath no man's dagger here a point for me? 
Beat, Why, how now, cousin, wherefore sink you 

down ? [HERO $woons. 
Jon. Come, let us go: these things, come thus to 
light, 

Smother her spirits up. 

[Exeunt Don PEDRO, Don JOHN, and CLAUuDIO. 
Bene. How doth the lady ? | 
Beat. Dead, I think ;—Help, uncle ;— 

Hero! why, Hero !—uncle !—Signior Benedick !— 

friar ! 120 
Leon. O fate! take not away thy heavy hand ! 
Death is the fairest cover for her shame, 
That may be wish'd for. 
Beat. How now, cousin Hero? 
Friar. Have comfort, lady, 
Leon. Dost thou look up? 
Friar. Yea; Wherefore should she not? 
Leon, Wherefore? Why, doth not every earthly 
thing 
Cry shame upon her? Could she here deny , | 
8 . "I've 
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% Myself would, eee eee 
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The story that is printed in her blood?-= ' 20 


4 Do not live, Hero; do not opt thine eyes : 


« For did 1 think, thou would'st not quickly die, 


4 Thought 1, 'thy _ were pe Un thy 


shames, 


« Strike at thy Hife. Oriev u I, I had but one ? 
Chid I for that at frugal nature's frame? 
O, one too much by thee! © Why had I one? 


4 Why ever want thou loyely-in my. eyes? ' 


4% Why had Inet, with charitable hand, 
« Took up a beggar's issue at my gate 110 


Who emeared thus, and mir'd with infamy, 


« I might have said, No part of tt is mine, 

& Thes shame derives itself" from-ynknown loins ? 
e But mine, and mine I lord, and mine 1 prajs'd, 
« And mine that I was proud on; WO WH 
« That I myself wt myself not mine, © ö 


cc Valuing of her; why, the 0, che, is fallen 


Into a pit of ink ! that the witle sea | 
Hath drops too few to weh her clean againz/ - 
« And salt tas little, euer e ge 17h N. 


To her foul tainted flegh 1) 


Bene. Sir, sir, be patient : on As * 
rer ran Lee er nie een l 
I know not what to say. Wat na ll. ts 

Beat. O wi" ul, ne 

Dess. Lady, e last night? 

Beat. No, truly, not; although, until last . 


b. eee k her bedfellow, 4 
4 IE Leos. 


FA B27 MUCH ADO ABOUT NQTHING: | 74 


1% Lan. Confirm d, cunſirm di AY cy 
| 
Which was before haetdap-with-tibe of bent 160 
thy W Would the te princes he and Claudio he? 
Who lov'd her 80, that, speaking of her foulness, 
R 


Friar. Hear me a little 5 - D e 
1 i 
And given way unnd this course of e 1 
Þy noting of the lady ; Ihave mak | 
A thousand apparitions | 


ul To wart ing bat fa; ers bes User, 
MN 
Aud in het eye there hath appear d a fire. = 


Against her maiden troth:=-Cal me a fol, 
Trust ao wy reading, nor my obagrvatian, 
. | 
« The tenaur of may book; trust not my age, 
My reverchee,. calling, nor divine, 


If this sweet lady lie net-guiltiess here 
% Under se biting. erte. wy WOT 
Leon, Fran, it cannot /be= 1 1 » brd 


„Thou scene, that all th gracs that he hath lf. > 
, that che will gotaddec ber dammiition)) - / 1! 
1 A sin of perjury; tbe nov denies it:: 
(Why seek'st thou then t cer with excuse | 
* * which appears in proper 'adkedness? 
ty ciqr, Lay; what man is he you are accurd of y 
| | e 6 *. 


- 
0 To 


: 1 if they wrong n 


24 Boch strength of limb, and policy of mind. 


76 Mock woe "ABOUT NOTHING AG TV, 
Hero. They know, enge budy. I know 


none: * 
1 — | 
Than e ee eee 
Let all my sins lack mercy !—O my father, 190 
Prove you that any man with me convers _ 
At hours unmeet, or that I yesternignt 
Maintain'd the change of words with any creature, 
Refuse me, hate me, torture me to death. 
Friar. There rene — in the 
— the very bene of honour | 
And if their wisdoms be misled in this, | 
The practice of it lives in — mn: 0 
Whose spirits toil in frames of villainies. 109 
Teon. I know not; If-chey'speakibus truths of by, 


@a £oon mv mc HÞo4c_ cc 


*::nour, Lieb; l. ene dm in 
W enen ee e . 
cc ot eee, 009% eee 
0 Nor age so eat up my invention, | 
* Nor fortne made auch havoc of my means, | 
Nor my bad life reft me sb much of friends, 
4 But they'shall find, awak' d in such a kind,. 


6 Ability in means, and choice of friends, 
« To quit me of them throughliy “! 0 
Friar. Pause while, tt en Wien ice 


And let my counsel sway you in this cas. 
Jour daughter here the princes left for dead; 1 
+ | | Let 


NN — 20s ABOUT NOTHING 22 


ow Let her awhile be-$bepttly kept in,, 
And publish it, that abe is dend indefs 
« Maintam monrning otentation's 5! (93107 00 
| « And on yeur family's oald'mo@nament: »/ + 1] 
190% % © Hang mournialopitaphs, and do all , | // '* 
«© That appertain un a bur... 
Leon. When aH become of this? What will this - 
do? Amoeba dil: bo noitisoqqus a 
« Friar, Marry, this, well curry d, ahalł on her be- 
the ene e won lle jon moe A ti Hans 
change slander to rem 46 thavis:come good: 
ur; But not for that, dreams I en this grange-course; /:| > 
But on this travail look fbr guenter hirttrtrt + 
She dying as it must be 0 n nnd, 
19) Upon she instant that she was accn# dj, 
her, WI Shall be lamented, pity'd, amd excus'dy , 
ho- Of every heareys , Por its falls uf , 14 HT 
« That what we ltiave we yrize-nat'to the worthy” + 
& Whiles we enjoy it; but being hr and hes, 258 
« Why, then we radhithovatud;/ ther we fd. no) 
| The virtue, that poesie wonktnot dim ms 51 T - 
_ © Whites io wan aurs::— Se ie fate win Claudia: 

g „When he shalf hear the dy d upon his words, 
The idea of her life shall eweetly'exeays © 
Into his tui ab imvnginationy! © 1h (bel omoJ 

« And every lovely organ e 91 | 

{ Shall come apparel din mare previttiuttabity, © 

More moving, delicate, and full of life, " Sg% 
© Into the eye and prospect of tis soul, 240 
* Than whea che liv'd indeed then shalt he mourn 
Let 5 81 5 « (IC 


_- - 


—_ — =. 


« (If ever love had interest in his liver), + N 
4% And wish heſhad mot 80 accused herr 


4 - + a — 
„„ 32% rs a won oo 


| 
| 
1 


—————— $1: 40005 ννν viii 
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«No, though he thought his accusation true. 
Let this be so, and doubt not but aucces 
4 Will fashion the event in better hape 
4 Than I can lay it down in Ilikeliho oe. 
But if all aim bunt this be level d false: 
The supposition of the lady's dean 
Will quenchi the wonder of her infamy :/ . 330 
66 And, if it sort not well, you may conceal her 
At begt bafits herwounded reputation 
« In some reclusive and religious life, tek? 101 44444 * 
« Out of all ayes;/ tangues;' minds and injuries - 
Bene. Signior Leonato;: let the friar advise you: 
And though, - yaw know my inwardness and love 
Is very much unto the prince and Claudio + 
Yet, by mine honour, I will deal in this wages 1 
As Secvetlyy and qustly, as yqur soul IW il i 


Teon. hing that Iz in grief, 
* lead m... 
— presently away; wy 3 
4 For to strange sores atrangely they strain the 
15 . e captors ee flute S 3G e 
er lady, die to linea this wedding da, 
Perhaps, is bub prdlong dg lave patiencr, and 
0 chene ee eee 510% Excunt, 
Ha 11 10 lait bis nile roo vols 


en Aude ai 30 Beef ban oys ot Cin“ 


ieee * vil ous avid 1s aMogent 
v) 12 WM 


*. 


50 


4. MOCK bo "ABOUT NOTHING: | 99 
ent BAxkbiek and Brkrzics. / xg 


. p y * 
+ #34 — 


Bene. Lady Beatrice, have you wept all this while 2 


Beat. Vea, and I will weep/a while longer. 


Bene. I will not desire tha. 
Beat. You have no reason, I do it freely. 270 


Bene. Surely," 1 de believe your fair cn is 


wrong d. 213 


Beat. Ah, how much might the nen eme of me 


that would right her! el 
Bene. c — 
Beat. A very even way, hut no such friend. 
Bene. May a man do it? en e 
Beat. It is a man's office, but not yours. 
Bene. I do love nothing in the world so well as you: 
Is not that strange 979 
Beat. As strange as the thing I know not: It were 
as possible for me to say, I loved nothing so well as 
you: but believe me not; and yet I lie not; I con- 
fess nothing, nor I deny nothing: I am sorry ſor my 
co ee een 6. eee 25d oe her 
Bene. By my sword, Beatrice, thou loy'st m. '- 
Beat. Do not swear hy t, and eat it. 
Bene I will swear by it, that you love me; and I 
will make him eat it, that says, I love not . 
Beat. Will you not eat your rd? wein 
Bene. With no sauce that can be devis'd toit I 
prqtest I love thee. ' 1-998 
Beat. Why then, God-forgive me! 7 ** 
Aene. What offence, oweet Beatrice / 4k ond 
3 Beat, 


8 MUCK ADO ABOUT RaTumrRa AGF, 
Beat. You HO ALY.) in a happy hour; I was 
about to protest I lov 4) you. 
0 Bens. - And do ie wah all thy heart. a yl 
Beat. I l yuh with 80 — 
Ar tees xs in os; eve 4 58 
© Bene. . U for thee. _ 
FÞ Heat. Ki Claude. SOHO: i vinutds Wh * 
_ Bene, Ha! not far the wide world 
— ned It Fenemel,. 
Bene. Tarry, sweet Beatriſſe. 
Na I grines rene 
love in n u van, det m ge | 
Henne. Beatrice, — (Heb apts E od 
Beat. In forks Bin oe. N n Bei Hf ans 
ene, We'd be/friends: S.. 
Heat. Youdars easier be friends with me | than fight 
wih nine . ran? 24 won” 
- lane. 4s Cuneo enemy ? 09-267” ot * 111i 264 MT 2 
a. lo bet pd inthe height a villa, u 
bath sb d, brad, 'd my kindweman ? 
—0, that I were a man}-What, bear her in hand 
until M õjẽN n to fake hands} , and: then; with, public 
accusation, uncaver'd alandev, unenatiganed: rancour, 
+: God, thas!h , ! eat bis heart 
in the ankes-plecs.! .- Nl t li 289 mich Hu few 
Bene. Hear mop Beamica. 142 ton toy. lint von 
I W i 
ang! 2213 vol 1 1288 
Hence. Nay, bumBeauien 6b) dt wil nul 
| | L D m— nano tad hat: 
Bw | | £ 


48 


lat 
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Beat. Sweet Sr 
der'd, she is undone. 

Bene. Beat 

Beat. Princes and counties! TRY a princely ter- 
timony, a goodly count-comfe&t ; a sweet gallant, 
surely! O that I were a man ſor Ms caket! of Mn 
had any friend would be a man for my sake! But 
manhood is melted into eourtesies, vulour into com 
pliment, and men are only turned into tongue, and 
trim ones too: he is now as valiant as Hercules, that 
only tells a lye, and swears it:—I cannot be a man 
with —— — 9 mm woman with 


grieving.” Caen to 75 181) 2%! © 1421s 
Bene. Tunes good Beatride By this hand, 1 love 
thee. 1s ff Ut! fy YOY zi 0 


Beat. Use it for my love some eiher way than 
gearing by itt. mn ate 
Bene. eee soul, tlie count Claudio 
ee e er re nor any M n 
Beat. Yea, — Fhdrat_nd or a soul. 


* Bene; Enough, I am engag'd, I will / challenge 


him; I will kiss your hand, and so leave your By 
this hand, Claudio shall, render me à dear account: 
As you hear of me, so think of me G0 confort 


een I must say, She is dead f n e 


in * aun 1 7 n 14 I. 


md matt nat ior et goin en mot e 


404 . «13 208t 664 4rd xt G0} art > 4418 1 bog 


vw —— 


— —_——_ 


71 8 eee ot ue, enn 


-vDon 51% 2Ww- i 9% At Tat SCE 7 
a. £ ct, NE 


= 
* 


9 men "Abo ABOurT noTringG: A. 
„ 2512 21 ile 4 * e * SCENT Tr.” C5 4 tf 30 
= 


4 Prison. Euter Docnenay, VercErs, Bon cio, 
CIA b, Me Nase ant Sexton in gowns. 


"Dad Nite whdwienrepar dy: Fs 
bez. O, a sto and cushion ſur the/sentant =» 

- (exten. Which be the naltefattors > | e fort $50 

| Dag dry; tb am I ad my partner. 

ew. , that's certun; woe ne 

al, „ bay ,v 

— wihkbctstive hecafhoeder 3 ou wo 
 examin'd ? let them come before master constable. 

Dä. Vea, 1 me.— 

What is your name, friend ? 

(brew Bondchio. oP "3% 

I 1 Pray, ' write down — Borachio. — 

| eee moe ni 1770 3860 

* — lem gentleman sir, e. 

Err oO 

- Bagh, Wrice re bee G 
ee cont inc agent nne: 
0 wry, we hope. Hr: ot ntl) „en 

Wr dnn they hope they serve 
Guodrwand wriw God frat; for God defend but God 
ahoult xo before such villains Masters, it is proved 
already that you are little better than false knaves, 
A t. will gg near to be thought S0 shortly. Hon 
answer you for yourselves ? | | 371 
4 at 


5 


— 


1 | 
* 


. noc ö ABDUT/INDOTHING: 83 
Dogb. A marvellous witty fete, I assure you ; 
but 1 will go about with him.--Come. you hither, 
sirrah z a word in your ear, sir; 1 PIR it it 
thought you are false knaves. td 
« Bore. Bir, I ay to you, we are none. 2 all 
Dogb. Well, 5tand aside. Fre God,” they 10 
both in a tale: — Have you mann. key are 
none? i aint 880 
Seren. Master cunstablbe, ou ao ark. the to 
examine 3 you —— nnn 
eusers. 4 134% & YH 
Dag. Yea, . eee 
watch come forth :-Masters, I _—_ you in the 
prinor a . π gee Wen, © + dat agi 
ennie 1 
Fuer Matclimen. «21949 22 
1 Watch. This man said, ann that Do Joh, the 
priace's brother, was a villaisns. 
Dogb. Write down—Prince John u villain - vyhy 
this is flat perjury, to call a Prince's brother —villain. 
Bora. Master constable,.— 1 994 
Dogb. Pray thee, fellow, peace; I do not like thy 
look, e e. 7- e 212444448 5264 v8 
| Sexton, What heard you him tay clue? 
2 Watch, Marry, that he had receiv d a thousand 
ducats 'of Don John, for accusing'the lady Mere 
wrongfallyyst is 1 Am: 446 £4,406 4 1663,108 BR 
Dogo. Flat burglary, as ever was committed. 
Verg. Ven, by the mass that it is. Den 
n ; een as eu e. #214 HOES 1: Loxton 


j! Re 


* : 


* 
% 
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— — 46. ̃ͥ 2 —ů on, — * 
. — — — 
8 


- (Sexton. What else, | fellow t. + 400 
1 Watch. And that Count Claudio did mean, upog 
his. words, DI Toes Wen tin ects pores 
bly, and not marry her... 

Dogb. O villain +thou wilt be condemned into 
W r 

Sestun. What else? 1 B 4 
a Watch. This is all, | 
ö 
deny. Prince John is this morning secretly stolen 


way; Hero was in this manner accus'd, in this very 


manner refus d, and upon the grief of this, suddenly 
dy d. Master constable, let these men be bound, and 


brought to Leonato's ; I will go before, and shew him 


their examination. [Exh 
Dogb. Come, let them be opinion'd. 


fag. Laban bends u. N en 


6 Conr. Off, coxcomb l elne a « 
1 Dogo. God's my life esche commas biene 


| « write- down—<the- prince's officer, —— * 


Come, bind them: Thou naughty varlet! 420 
Cor. Away! you are an ass, you are an ass. 
Dogb. Dost thou not suspect my place? Dost thou 
not suspect my years 20 that he were here to write 
me down—an ass - but, masters, remember, that I 
am an ass; though it be nat written down, yet for- 
get not that I am an ass: No, thou villain, thou art 
full of piety, as shall be proved upon thee by good 
witness: I am a wise fellow; and, which is more, 


— and, e. an housholder; and, 


which 


. wen apo Au noTHING B85 


which is more, as pretty a piece of flesh as any is in 
Messina; and one that knows the law, go to; and a 
„rich fellow enough, go to; and à fellow that hath 
bad losses ; and one that hath two gowns, and every 
to thing handsome about him: — Bring him away. 0 
that I had been writ down an ass — 433 


= © 


Map tuft nt Fr ig v4 yay 45344 [ Excunt. 
8 * —, 8 = 3 * — 

an 4 4 *:4 4 an” 3 
1 * Aer 7. 2 e NHD 
ry | 454125) if 1b 
ly _—_— Lronaro's Hogs" - Enter rosa ant 
nd 1 en en 
m ren 1 en iT 
it. Antonio. \- ix opt u 1: 


I you ge ee e or 
And 'tis not wisdom, hn F 
by, Against yourself. _ 
m Leon. I pray thee, . neee! 4 
Wich falls into mine ears as profitless 
20 As water in a sieve: give not me couns el! 
Nor let no comforter delight mine ear, e Ar 
ou But och # one whove wrongs do avit with ., i 
te BY Bring me a father, that so lov'd his child, K - 
tl Whoze joy of her is overwhelm. ike mine, 10 
And bid him speak of patient: 7 
art —————— F- 
od And let it answer every strain for strain ' 
re, “ As thus for thus, and auch a grief for: uch, 
d, 2 . 
ich H f 411 


* | 
I such a ene will mite; und ureke his beardo 
* In sorrow wag} cry hem, when he Should groan ;- 
Patch grief with proverbs ; make misforrane drum 
« With candle-wanersy bring dim yaw 2 zl by 
"And 1 of him will gather patience. ' » 20 
% But there is no su man: For, —— 

* Can counsel, and give comfort to that grief 
Which they themselves not feel; but taſting it, 
Their counsel turns to passion, which before 
« Would give preceptie} medicine to rage, 
1 Fetter strong madness in a silken thread, 
% Charra uri with air} and agohy with words:: 
No, no; *tis all men: office tu speak patience 
To those that wring under the load of sorrow; 
But no man's virtue, nor sufficiency 4 
To be so moral, when he shall endure 14 
The like himbelf: therefore give — | 
« My griefs cry louder than advertisement 
Ant. Therein do men from children nothitig Gier 
Leon. I pray thee, pence ; I will be fen und blood; 
For there vids never yet plilorapher, - - © 1 7 
That could endare the tooth · ach patiently; | 
However they have writ the style of gods ; 
And made 2 pich at chance and sufferanc. 
& : Ant. Vn bend not all ue harm upon yourcif; $ 
Make those, that do dia you, suffer too; Hic N 
dun. There dbu spaet reason: nay, I will de 
ere 10 ne Dh owens ff of bak? 
i My v0 Gch walk mn, Nero is dely d; 1 t nn 4A? 
" vw bas outer A «19 - c * And 
WE: . 


2 A , 


. 


* 


A. MUCH ano AS00T f 33 
And that hall Claudio know. 56 hat the princa': /. 
6 lied nd 


RY + rt 1 22a worls youe { 
vo [490 e Hos FipR an an Exaubig, ue L 
Ant. Here comes the prince; — Claudia hastily. 
Pedro. Good den, gaod ,ẽð, Jm vil ole Dn 
Claud. Goo d we botk of . 
Leon. He you my e 
Pedro. We have some haste, Lage ii go 
Leon. Some haste, my lord el, fare vu Wall, 
my lord 00 162 0 Tenth % 
e you so hasty now ?—welk! alk is, busk WA no 5 
Pedro. Nay, de nat quatrel wiah un good m 
Ant. If be ectid right him with quarretinng; 
Some of us hνt e lo. vill ht 
Claude) Mho utomga him d at) 
N 1 
thou e el 
Nay, — thy ne — { wh 
I feag-thetapes n os wow! this latte 2H . 
Claud. Marry, bethrew by un, de on Cooks 0 
it chouwldrgive-your age uh gane of bar? 
ly ſath, my hand meam-nathing © ay weed, , - 
speak not like a dotted, narf, : 1 1 2s ET. 
As, under privilege of age, to brag ow - 
Mh! have dane devgpyoungs ar what vnd dd, 
Were I not old : Know, Claudio, to ybyead, 
Thou hag.49-mwreug'd ings neteul childs and u, 
That I am fqre'd iu lay my rewenance. by @: Sub JL 
Hi ij And, 


9 MUCH ADd ABOUT NOTHING AGF, 


And; with grey hairs, and bruise of many days, 70 
Do challenge. thee to tryal of ann, 2 1 1, 
say, thou hast bely d mine innocent child, 
 slander hath gone en and through her 
4 end hy: | LASING. WET it 
And ahe le bury'd with her ancevtorur N 
O, in a tomb where scandal never slepty” 
Save this of hers, — BUEN «bit ap 
Claud. My k villainy? nan 1 5 9 * 
„n. Thine, (Claudio thine I. say 
Pedro. Vou say not right, old man. 
Ten. My lord,” my lord 97 80 
Pliproye it on his body, if he dare ;; 
Despighit his W 
His May of youth, and bloom of lustyhood. 
Claud. Away, I will — 
An. inet mon un daffe met Thow hat kata my 
child 7 1 + $2674 
If thou killsme; boy; thou shalt 8 8 
Ant. He shall kill two of us, and men indeed: 
But that's no matter; let him kill one firstj— 
Win me and wear me, -let him answer me — 89 
Come, follow me, boy come, sir boy, follow me; 
Gir, boy, I'll hip you from your foining fence 
Nay, as I am a gentleman; I Will. 
Leon. Brother, 6 225 v 10 2D 00D PD 
enen dee (God know, 1 bod my 
b niece; e 50 aa: lo jon 1 15 
And che is dead, slander'd to death by villains! + 
That dare as well aner a man, indeed, 
with in As 


1 
| 
! 
4 
] 
4 


\s 


AG. MKUCE'an0 ASOUT WArTHnUus 39 
As I dare take a serpent by the gu 
Boys, apes, braggarts, jacks, milksops E. 
Leon. Brother Anthony w b64 owt 

Ant. Hold you content; Wa, m7 1 know 
them, youg „ 17aq” 09 eras 1 91 _ 


* Go nich, —————— r 
And speak off half a dozen dangeroudwatdss!/v 2 
How. they might hurt thei ehem, i they dun, 
And this is al. od o e @ ee T 
- Leon, But, brother Anthon nt IN dee . 
Ant. Came, tis un mj,j/ e e 
Do not you mediale, len u dea imι²⁹iSE n. „ 
. —— me wilt nat unde yar 
nene vl none mode e een 
My deant is aarry for your dangheer's dendr : 
——ͤ ͤ A tre IE 
But what was true, and very full af n alt ob 


Leo M hordy/fimplordponort no mo lh nn 
Pedro. I will not hear you. 


Kae MAB 3 nl 0! none ofa 426d Wrr din Þ 
Come, buathes, — ata &:+Þ' l 
Ant. And shall, 1 - wit 
Or some of us 5 * le Ii ane 
\ 4015 34: 417 e ee 41205 eee 


Enter BZN EDI. dust 


„ Demut 


here comes the man we went to. 
WN | Hiij Claud, 


/ 


| anapt of en rwo old mea without teeth. 129 


go MUCH DO ABOUT NOTHING. AGF, 


Claud. Now, 23igniorh;t 4 op a nt ann & od 
What new 2quediinr nut eee 2996 ok 
Bene: Good day, my lord,rmoil nA mh ons nn 
ard. Welcome: dignhior wor ok an, 

Vou are almozt-come to part almasvy fray;/! 
Clan. We had like to have had our two nos 


Reda Leonato and his brother: What. think's 
thou ü had we ſought, I doubt, we should have been 


too young an them.. 3 
Beuel In a false quarrel there is no true valour. 


I came to seek you both. „Als ei wihyh 


Claud. We have been up and down to seek thee; WM 


have it beaten away: Wilt thou use thy wit? ew af] 


beenqeside their wit. I. will bid thee draw, as we 


Art thou sick or angry 


n la«t was broke. , 49 now e 22109 164 


— uormgaet e eee 


Sener It is in mi scabbard z-chall-I draw it? | 


1 Pedro. Dost thou wear thy wit by ti aide? 


Claud. $Never'any\didisoy though very many have IN - 


do the minstrels; dra, to pleature us. 1342 
Pedro. As I am an honest man; de looks pale: 


.  Claud.,) What l courage, man! What thiugh care 
kill'd a —— Bonfire n 
e. Lat e ce n yt. 

ene. Sir, I hall e eee if 


subject. „Dina ann 


ö « Claud. Nay, then give him-apether-ataC;-ths 


cz;  S I a r a HS © ws 


NI \! 1 Pedro, 


7 


r An ES * ea & 


S 


AN. mon uo aBour worHinGa. 91 
: Pedro; By this light, he changes more and more; T 
think, he be angry indeed. tun Unttt 125g $533. 
Claud. If he be, he knos how to turn his girdle. 
Bene. Shall I speak a word in your ear??? 9+ *? 
. Claud. God lens me from a challenge!!! 
Bene. Tou are à villain I jest not: will make 
it good how you dare, with what you dare, and heit 
you dare - Do me right, or I will protest your 
cowardice. You have kill & a sweet lady, and her 
xs shall fall heavy on you; «Let me hear from 
me bre bona aldianne vv not 
— nn will meet you, 80 I may have good 
cheer. | apr BIT A ot 
| Pires: mis u feat 
Claud. "faith, I thank him ; he hath bid me to 4 
ealves- head and a capon; the which if I do not carve 
most curiously; say my knife's naught. Shall T not 
find a wocodcock too dnnlt 3 porn 
Bene. Sir, your wit ambles well; it goes easily. 
Pedro. I'll tell: thee, how ,Beatrice/prais'd thy 
« vit the other day : I cad, thou had' st a fine wit j 
« True, says she, à fine little one; No, said I A great 
wit; Right; said she, a great gross one; Nay, said I, a 
« good wit; Just, says she, 4t hurts nobody] N did 
*1, the gentleman it wie; Certain; said she) e se 


« gentleman; Nay, said I, 1e hath the tot gur ; Tr E 
ic believe, said sheß for kt more a thing to'md'on Money 
— which ham on Tuesday morning ee 


9a MWYCKWADO ABOUT ROT ARK 
E yet at last, ie daretaded wü 8 de thes wat 
« the properest man in Italy: (us d o ich 

uud. Fer the which-oba wept heartily; and aud, 
* she car'd jf 80% na 
% Pedro, Netw that the did; but nen, for All tnt, 
——— ———— — 
dearly; the od nas daughter told us au. 48 
: Claude Alb abl and IMmareeVver, God <a» ham wnhon 
Ae n lid in u ẽ,ẽÜdeln i + eib 0 
Hue. uu wen Shell ve wet the zanage halb 
honns on the sensible Benedick's head? ald oy 
Cen. Ven and text unders b, lee c. E. 
dick the married man * tende 
Bene. Fare . ning, I 
vill lee Nah ente vont gomig-likes hmmouna you 
break jeste aa lnaggares do their blades: whish, God 
be. thanked, hrt eat. My led, fob your: many 
courtesies I thank | you; I mum dissen yon 
compæay: your brother, the, baatard,, ig fd fem 
Meseina; yen have, among you; kill d a et and 
innocent lady 2 For my lord lack -bearck thiese,. he ane 
Laab meet; and till chen, peace be wit mk 
v6 Adis MK z amoy n 
Ha. Heinimcarnest tie U u Wr zen 
l In — ;catrent; and; EY warrant 
; Jau for tha love af Beate IND 
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al. wen uno bοαrᷓ NOTHING — of 


Burt Doonnwry, VER OES, n and Lena 
ente guard. ens 
— is then a giant 0 an ape but then 
an ape a doctor to such a man 
4 peürb - But, soft you, Jet bey e phark u my 
c heart, * — 9 dey-Amagre pine: 
gy io / owe 29H vhad 941 hate oro en, 
. rants you 
she shall ne*er weigh more reasons in her balance: 


nay, an you be 4 eursing ene you must 


de look d to. Inn ll ann abe ; e 
Pero. How tw, wio of my brothers men bound! 
Borachio, one? 1.924973 Wein em ben un 


Claud. Hedykew/after their offence; my lord ? 
Pedro Officers; what offence — , 

Dogb. Marry, sir, they have committed false re- 
port; moreover, they have spoken untruths ; secbn- 
darily, 'they' are slanders; sixth and lastly, they have 
bely'd a lady; thirdly, they have verify'd unjust 
things: and, to conclude, they are lying knaves. 229 
- Pedro," First, I ask thee” what they have done; 
thirdly, I ask thee what's their oſſence; sixth and 
lastly, why mey are committed; and, to coneludle, 
what you lay to their charge? iet Nen det of 
Claud Rightly'reason'd,” and in his own divisien ; 
« and, by my troth, there's one meaning well suited:® 
| Whom have you offended; masters, that 
you are thus bound to your answer ? this learned con- 
mable is mem what's your 
offences??? ee mers eee 
w N | Bora. 


brought to light; who, in the night, overheard me 


dem. Sweet prinee, lot me go no furtber te wine 
answer; do you hear me, and let this count kill me. 
I have deoeived even your very eyes what your wis- 
doms could not discamer, these shallew foals. have 


coofessing ta this, man, how Don Joha your brothes 


incens d me to dander the lady Hero; how you wes 


Hero's gar went haw. you dure hen, when 
you should marsy ber: my villzinz they baye ups 
record; which I had rather seal with my deaths, thay 
repeat quer ta m¹ ame: the hdy is dead uon 
mine and my master's false accusation z and brieky, 4 
desire nothing but abe reward of A village; | ; 
nn mme 
ae ee e e eee e 
©. Clayd. Aenne de end un whiles, be. waar dit. 
Faro, Bus did v brother ses thee om tis? 
- Bora. Vea. and; paid. me richly- for tha puis of 


02 9 n N S146; 905; dif een 67 Era veorid 


Halen, He is emden d and fram'd of txracheryi— 


Bad fled he-is.upen-thievitlaings volts tek 1 liv 


Curd. Swegt Herd b Dam dw image derb appear 
In the rare semblance that J lor dub. at 15017 abe 
; "Bagh, Come bring away, the plaintidia by thas dme 
our barten hath Md rignior Leonater! of the 
ter And mne do nat forget to 3pecity, when 
time and place shell see, that } amanans! 1 17 
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an weoctravoaneuraorumme 3g 
Re-enter Lrong#6 and Auron, "With i the Seton, 


Leon. Which io the, vilain'd. Ate eh ee) 
That wbea Inte another man like him, nme 
Imay avoidrhine: Which of these a he? 27d 

Boru. If you would ko put nylons 
c me. Wis a n ii If to voor el eint 

Leon. Art thou: the ave, that with thy breath bag 

(1101100 alle oval bluons nog gr: welt rol wy? 
Mine innocent child ? OUS VAT AL Mb e bir 

Bora. Yea, even I alone. Re Hon hug) - 

Leon. No not so villa ; thou bely'st thyself z 
Here stand a pair of honourable men, . Nan ab! 
A third is fled, that had a hund in it 
] thank youg pfincey, for my daughter's death; 
Record it with your High and worthy deeds; | 
Tyas bravely done, if you betliink you of it. 280 

Claud, Ihn nat how to pray your patierice,./ [| -/ 
Yet I must speak: Chuse your revenge Rr" 
Impose me to what penante your invention Q 
un lay un my in: yet sinn d I not, 
But in mistaking- L 14 ae 2 71 

Pedro. By my soul, nor Izñ; che 
And yet; ee eee 8 
I would ICS ah at 
That he'll enjoin me l. 
Ian. 1 cunnot bid. you bid — — 
That were impossible; but, I pray you bott, 
Possess the people in Messina here 
bow innocent she dy d , and, if your lose 
i 4 Can 


96 MUCH ADD ABOUT NDTHING; * 


cc Can labour aught in sad invention. NA 
« Hang her an epitaph upon her tomb, 


„ And sing it to her bones; sing it to- niglitꝰ ? : 


To-morrow morning come you to my house: 


And since you could not be my eon -in-l + - ++ | 


Be yet my nephew i my brother hath à daughter, 
Almost the copy of my child that's dead, goo 
And she alone is heir to both of pn e e 
Give her the right you should have given her cousin, 


And so dies my revenge. nt ani 


Claud. O noble sir, Dal K e an} with 
Your over«kindness doth wring tears from me?: 
I do embrace yaur offer; and dispose 
For henceforth of poor Claudio 

Leon. To-morrow then I will wpuyraracategh 
To- night I take my leave; This naughty man 
Shall face to face be brought to Margaret, it 
Who, I believe, was pack'd in all this wrong, 
Hir'd'to it by your brother. 

Bora. No, by my soul, she was not? aft: Nr ral 


Nor knew not what she did, when she-spoke to me; ) 


But always hath been just and'/virtuous,/ 1 
In any thing that I do kadwby her.. 
Dogb. Moreover, sir (which, indeed, is not under 


white and black); this plaintiff herey-the offender, dil 


call me ass: I beseech you, let it be remembred i 
his punishment: And also, the watch heard them talk 
of one Deformed i they say, he wears a key in his 


_ «ear, and a lock hanging by it; and borrows money 
in God's dame i the which he bath us'd v0 long/and 
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« never paid, that now men grow hard-hearted, and 

« will lend nothing for God's take: Pray you, exa- 

mine him upon that point. ; TY 
Len. I thank thee for thy care and honest pains. 

— Your worship 3peaks like a most thankful 

and reverend youth; and I praise God for you. 

Leon. There's for thy pains. Ln 


Dogb. God save the foundation ! '” 274 
Lea: Gupiidlednrgo ine CFE Erol 1 
thank thee. Fw KF 


Dogo. I leave an errant knave with your worslüp; 
which, I beseech your worship, to correct yourself, 
for the example of others. God keep ybuỹũj Worship; 
I wish your worship well; God restore you to health: 
I humbly give you leave to depart; and if a merry 
meeting may be . God prohibit it. Come, 
neighbour. . Tease 940 

Leon. Until to-morrow morning, lords, farewel. 

© Ant. Farewel, my lords; we look ſor you tu 
morroẽw-w- Urin walt © 
Peuto. We will not fa j. 

« Claud. To- night Vl Woche dre, 1 

Leon. Bring yaw theße err on; we'll talk with 

Margaret, 3 * * * 
How her aequainance pro vun ths lewd _ 
WU Snug 2. * ive Lean rverally. 
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A in LzOwATo's Hou. Haier BENEDICK, and 
eee notng. 

iin en RAINER 450 

? Bene. Pray ez et mistress Margaret; deserve 

wall at my hands, by belpintz me to the speech of 

| 2 Reeg. 2 N 

Beatrice. ty nor 0099 | | 

; Marg: Will yon then write me a sonnet in praise of 
a 

my beauty ? 

Dee In 60 lr » eryle, Margaret; that no man 

king Shall come over it; for, in most comely truth, 

tho devervent n 

| Marg. To have no an come over me ? Why, Shall 


_ — — CRT”. 
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vill 


40 our own. h 3h bt: | 
_ << Bedi I vo de inen, "Hargarets you must pill 
«in the; piles With a vice ; and they are dangerow 
e weapons for maids. | 

Marg. Well, I will call Beatrice to you, whol 
um math beg... EA MARGARET. 370 
© Bene, © And therefore will come.” (Sings. Wl 
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ad. „nen AROAROUT HOTHING: "99 - 
die ga , .. 
That itt abHma⅛ nn Os 

be 74 rr T ail 
F CON FS 0 nk 

Lo rial yur Atti ibn) "4; 
n vn i Javings Leander ha good | 
Wimmer, Trailus the first [employer ef pandare, 
and a whale beck full of tee adam corpety 
mongers, whose names yet run smoothly in tha gven 

faad of à blank: verge, why, they werg pever 50 
truly turn'd over and Ver, as my hof sabi, in love 
Marry, I cannot shew it in hime s T have fry'd 4 
I can find out n hie to (gy. but 4%, a0 inng, 
cent rhime i far nt, dem a, hard. china: ſor 
one Fool, a bablling rhime ; vary -@minpus endings 3 
No, I was nat hom vader a. ding planet, for 1 
cannot v po jn/fewtienl bers. —- 1 War II 1 Fight 
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Swoet Beatrice, wanld'et bon, 5e when Tall de d 
Beat. Nea, zasigke end depart hn zou bid me. 
Bene. Q. stay bun ill then vnonts nat 1 BBB 
Heat. Then, is spoken; fare you well now: — 
yet ere 1 go let me go wih came fore. which 
1 knowing hah e rec rar and 


yh 1 515 dio n gi 228 ai 04 43313 


_ On ſou} wards; and. thargwpen L ul bigs 
aqgow od o 


Beat. Fol words are. buy foul winds and fo wind 


tte at et nk AI — « noireoy a is 


% men o our Morne, 4. 
is but foul breath, and foul breath is noisome ; there. 
fore I will depart unkiss dd)); 

Bene. Thou hast Miighted the word out of its right 
sense, so forcible"is thy wit: But, I must tell thee 
plainly, Claudio undergoes my challenge ; and either 
+ Frnust'thortly hear from Hint or 1 will subscribe I | 
him a cowürd. And, I pray thee now, tell me, for i © 
Which of my bad parts didst thou first fall in love 
with ade pri goats nm iat ag, p99, 29% 

Beat. For them all together; which Ai d 0 
1 that they will not admit any 
good part to intermingle with tem. But for which I ! 
of my good parts did you first suffer love for me? 
Bene. Suffer lot; a good epithet! 1 do vuffer love © 
- inideed;' for I dove thee against my wil. 
| Beat: It spight of your heart, 'T'thirlk-; alas ! poor Ml © 
heart | If you spight it for my sake, I will spight it Ml h 
for yours; for 1 that, which my 
friend hates. . 8 We 
Bend. Thou and'F'are'tos wise to o⁰ deni: 

- Beat, N appears not im this . 
one wise man among twenty, tliat will praise him. 
on How nog ant ages i e vs 420 
Bene. An 618} am eld instäuce; Beatrice; that liv'd IM 
div the ue 6f gos elhu bab: A 4" man do not 
erect in this age his on tomb ere he dies, he shall . 
live no longer in monument, than the bell flags, and 7 
the widow. weeps | 
Bede — thakywhhiagin/e n 
% Bene, Queation ? — Why, an hour in _clamour 
and 91 
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and a quarter in rheum Thereſore it is most expe- 
dient for ts wise (if dan Wau. bis, enscience, 
find no impedim ent de. dhe COnfary baile. be. the trum- 
pet of his ow, , as bam upyacit: So much 
for praising elf (ba, ld myxyck will bear witness 
is praise · wortyh and tell me, How doth your 
cousin? N 0 n * * Kt 297 1 2 | 
Bene. And bude bun nee 7 ri 1 wobl * 
Beat. Very ill odd — — » 


Bene. Serve Gods love, War 288: nend — 


leave for here comes one in haste 
wn ien 3” 
RSULA 


f asd en (ho mr 


Urs. Madam. you mut ce to. yur uncle )“ yon- 
« der's old cgil at hams: it is proneds mylady Hero 
hath been falsely., accus'd, tha prince. and Claudio 
mightily abus'd ;, and. Don Jahn is the author of all, 
who is fled and gone: V Will vou come presently?“ 

Beat. Will you go hear this dewa, $ignior ? 

Bene. Lin ive, in thy heart. die in thy lap, and be 
bury d in thy IPs —ů PM g with 
thee to thy uncle.” c — bd * 
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ure Enter Don Prong," el LAUDIO, aud 
56. 4 eden with Male 75 Tapers, 


Claud. Is this the 2 * „ 


"iis It is, my lord. 13 450 - 
1815 11 CLavpie 
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rene ah 
Dun to d bf clititdertis tongues"! "0! 


- 306 Was the Hero, that dere Her» on. las 
Hun 1. Death; F Uon of ler ne 
b 1 Gives ter faine iir Pe Me 
2101 eee "tht d lth bb, 5 
? Th L 
= Ros agg, pee ny 
2/46 * Hang tho there upon the tomb; baf N 
her when I am dum 


20und; — dons, 


; Hen (1.290 221005 Ito{ 10t 001 Wy enn 


8 O N G. 


b Aa: zt 2 — 
« « Pardon, Got Goders of eh the night, * 
n 4e Tate dar alen, thy virgin hight 5" ** 
one the men, toit, ung f e, blo : hb 
e Noand ubdnt her tomb they go. 2 1 40 Aut 
Als 46 1098! Midnight, assist our-noan Kb. r 
qt: ee ee hat + * t «+ 0 

Fo  *© Heavily,” 11 93 300% I * 46 A 

eie dee "yawn" and yiel yu dead, 
2 98 i Til dad ue $692.01, a b d 


7 353333 &« Heavily, heavily, Slow vii © 298 
"YT VT OTE OPT Tr — 
« Claud. Now, 8 2 47⁰ 
64 
8 e will Ya 1 fg 
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« Before the wheels of Phœbus; round abet 
«« Dapples the drowsy east with spots of grey : 
Thanks to you all, and leave us j füre you well. 
« Claud. Good morrow, masters; euch his several 
war. Ob ,so να,ẽÜ⅛ x ͤ HA 
% Pedtu. Come, let us hence, and put on other 
ieee e eee een een wal 

«And then to Leonato's we will go. 479 
% Claud. And Hymen now with luckier iu 

. speedgyaie bbyg i tun D ing 
Than tis, for whom: we render d up this woe f 


rom sis, profil 26924 1oteigurb ven 949 1E.“ 


ex the et ond 2 81 2 


e ngen al dae as chin ob 4baf 10% 
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LronaTto's ust. Enter \LEONATOsj B&NEDICKy 
MARGARET; URSULA» ANTONIQs&17ar end HERO. 


502 1a 14 179795 n 7 10? 104 
5 jd not 1 tell you she was innocent ? 7 
it | 


. Friar, id not tell you she was innocent? - 
180 e de ae BY A Rs 


«4 
_ eG OI EM 9 UgHONGE 19-976729 MET Nt 
Upon the error that you Heard debsted - 
But Margaret was ĩn some fault for thisy ( 
Although against her will, as itlappears” SONG 
In the true courve of all the quebtion. ©? 


C We „Um glad 383 Ub | rt well. 
Wr 12 30 am I, 27 by a 

To call ycutig Cie to d rechehinz fert? 39s 
Leon. Well, daughter; and yvi gentle 
Withdraw into a chamber by yourtelvewp? 
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And, NA waders 6219s hither ack; d; | - 
TRD Clandb9-prwnirrd by tha hu, 
To eme +> You know your oc. benz 
Auf te danse, 
And give her to young Claudio. [Ant Ladies. 
wan. Which Lwilb da with caifixm'd countenance. 

Bene. Friar, I must entreat your pain, I think. 
o:#riar. To do whatz//\sgnior'dtgnun. 0 0! a9 bn god 
duda Tu bind me, an unda me; qua of fhem, — 
Signior Leonato, truth it is, good signior, 
Youraiece.rogguds' mb with anceye-of fayour.:.  . ' 
nan. That eye my N lent her; tis most 
true, _ 


ͤ— ft 


Bene. And I do with an eye of love requite her. 
Leon. . e think, you had from 


ment Obs le und the Srinee 3 Buvwhat's' your'will | 
; ufc, ye es AAQA 4% 


| But, for, . n 255 Ih) 


with,o Wi 
PRES e EY ny nk 


In which, oak iss! Shall dans eur b. 11 
Leon. My heart ruth ve dis ann 1 
Far. And, m halp: 26 It 15 zoning oro; 

eee 1 


HATS PP, bk al 


= his Sash, 0 41 
#o N inge gd merraw, 
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ar, uven % οον²ντν KorHiNG is 
We hereattend you 5 Are you yet determindd- J 
To- day to marry with my brother's 'T x 
Claud. F'V hold my mind, were she un Evtiope:'320 
Leun. Call her forth, brother, here's the friar reach. 
Sr 
Pedro. Good momo, Beneditkt Why; what's he 
matter, 1 ba fro .vweh 
That you bane each ee b Eh 
$0 full of frost, of storm, — Ha 
Claud. 1 think; he'thinks upon the savage bull: 
Rr. feur bötz man, we'll tip thy horns with 26a, | 
And all Europa shall rejoice at hee; | 
As once Europa did at husty Jobe, 2 70 ur 
When he would play the noble beast in loves v7 L 
Bene. Bull Jove, sir, had an amiable lor) 690 
„ A 
And got à calf in that same noble fen 2 
Mich le to you, for you have hut i Vat. . 
34" 4 Ui DE M1 
Re-enter ANTONIO, with HERO, BzaTzion, Min» 
bs aan GARET,.and URSULA, ., . aA 
« Ca F 
ey, . dere cn on 
Which is the lady I must seie up / 
Ant. This tame is dhe, and 1 do give ybh her:. 
-Clavd;” Wh then she's mine; Sweets let me zee 
our ce. A 
Leon. No what you hall" not, an ele 


bi2b 2:hall 5104 nor 154 £2 401142 yo . 
3 this friar, and swear to marty hert 


land, 


W WHIGHADPABOET HATHING — AAK 
Im youp-hughand; if you like of m | 541 

Len, fd ben. Llin'd, 1 wes your ether wife: 
ver ride wa ,ottold Nl 1241 
And ben d iq d, you were my other husband. 
vb, er Ne 


| Hero. Nothing certainer : ee 
One Hero dy d ded i ht I d . 
And, surely.as N Ain, Lam N e f 
rar. The former Here l Hergi that is deag! ; 
. Sha dd. w lord. butwhiles her sander liv'd. MN + 
Far. All this amazement eee A n 5 Wl c 


When, after that the holy rides are And {1 M. 
Tl tell vdr of fais Here ams N h 
Megan time leg wander SEEM) amibar, 1 fig 2 I 

| Ang.tg bug chapel let us pre dus amor br: / | 
e e friasom Which is Boawice?,.. Ml » 
= Beat. I angen 14Þ34 name; Whatis your will: y 
= Bene. Do nat yan love me ? Kt 
+7 Bat. cWhy7 hs; nd) more than reason 


11 andi Sou dre iet woT ene | 
ve been deceived ; they Sore you dos 3 er 
Beat. Do not vgn o W Kal 2d ei H th 
ere, neee mare ae en if 
et Mid. hen N Seu, Margarghy and Urulz, I ne 
Are much deceiv'd; for they did swear A did. pi 
bee Ther mores that were Ss k far me. tn 
Beat. _ swore, that ee dead f fg 
25 - ur of 1% bog kit aids o a 


Bene, 


4 


Ar. en h hr ere. toy. 


Bene. Tis noi euch matter: Then, ee 
auen i wild as Hl mi e 
Beat. No, truly, but in ieee 1 E 
len. Come, cousin, I am aur you bie di gen- | 
+» Gem fc een 3 Yoda 95H aA 
Cd. And I' be sern upon ti that he loves her; 


For here's a papefy, written in hi hand, 371 
A halting sonnet 99225 TO. 
Fashion'd to Behtrits. © + 00 e K* 


Hero. And here panecher,, umi 916k n 215 55k ls 
Writ in my cousin's hand, noken front her pocktt 
Containing her aſfectiom unto Behedick, | A 

Bene, A mitaclel heels creme itn dr dilator 
hearts !—Come, I will W but, by this light, 
1 pit7y7r˖ r 9909 
I would not — you but, by this good 
ieee to ve 
your life, for I was told, you were in a consumption. 
A Wann 683 

(Kimm het: 
1 How hook ow, Benedick the mae man ? 
Bene. 1'll tell thee what, prince; a college of wit- 
crackers cannot flout me out df my humour: Dost 
thou think, I care for a satire, or an epigram ? No: 
if a man will be beaten with brains, he shall wear 
nothing handsome h nid brief, since 1 do 
purpose to marry, Le iy to any purpoze 
that the world cant ity and therefore never 
flout at me GM: for man is 
2 giddy thing, conUlusion, For thy 


party 
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Pert, Claudio, 1 did think to have beaten thee; but 
in that thou art like to be my kinsman, ve unbruis d, 
1 n f ene un ont. . 
aud. I had well hoped, en, 
Beatrice, that I might have cudgelb'd the *« out of 
te thy single life, to make thee a double dealer; which, 
Fs gut of question, thou wilt be, if my cousin do not 
4 look exceeding narrowly to thee . anno math 601 
Bene. Come, come, we are friends let's have a 
dance ere we are marry' d, 1 
owg hearts,' and our wives herls. 
Leon. We'll have dancing afterwards; tn 
Bene. First, o“ ee A 
Prince, thou art sad; get thee à wife, get thee à wife: 
e eee reverend than one tipt with horn. 
0 * 10 Enter Messenger. biyou I vl 
© Men. My 1otd, your brother John is ta'en in flight 
And brought with armed men back to Messina. 610 
Bene. Think not on him till to- morrow : Fl devise 
thee brave punichments for bim Strike up, pipers. 
aint Daft Et Nine Dance. I Lreumt omnes, 
„ 550100 E „ iti wen not e HE ant 
83 1 if! 1 en * u N ann nen 
10 * Lz e A810 $1782 'Þ 101 $163 1,481 1: 
469% Bs \; 510 Ae ou 119) 600d W Ri, Hunt 
h I de aii * | | . 
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4 * T4 71 0 Ns. 
SIS UPON... 
_— apo ABOUT NOTHING. 


ck Abs her Joneorn 100 nder 
of Hero), in the oldest quarts that I have seen of this 
play, printed in 1600, is mentioned to enter in two 
several scenes. The gucceeding editions have all con- 
tinued her name in the Dramatis Persone. But T 
have ventured to expunge it ; there being no mention 
of her through the play, no one speech address d to 
her, nor one sy llable spoken by her. Neither is there 
any one passage, from which we have any reason to 
determine that Hero's mother was living. It seems, 
as if the poet had in his first plan -design'd such a 
character: which, on # survey of it, he found would 
Nr 
'THEOBALD» 


Aij Ling 


4 ANNOTATIONS. UPON AJ. 


Line 7. = any sont —I Sort, js rank. So, in 
Chapman's version he i No: e of | ww" 


r „ 
46 — in he; 4 tort.“ 
STEVEENg, 
Sort is rather distinflion, HenLey, 
28. —5Joy cold enough with. 
out a badge of bitterness.) This is Fader „ e 


Of all the transports o K » that which is attended 
with tears is qr 3 se, carrying with it 


this Vi MAT e , usually at. 


ch cal a mo: 
1 not insult by 
an indication of happen unmixed with pain. 1 
A719 WARBURTON, 
Such another 3 occurs in Chapman's ver. 
zi09 of the tentiubook af the Odyneys eee 
ich 16 our ces Wore ble aht at (o 
04/1 The. same wet badge of weak. humanity." cu 
This is an idea Which pere seems to have 
deen delighted to introduce, It occurs again in 
died omits 727 uA ot bownooy owed 
oi Fat % enten js 2d) guet 15: 3 
1 Wanton in fullness, geek to hide themsetves.. . 
n drops off 50rrows?) x no » ——— 
27+, >—no faces. truer}: That is, none donate 
done more cincen ea. Jonxsen. 
280. is gignior Montenio retury'd-—}i Montante, in 
Spanish, N gword, giyen, with much 
AAA f humour, 


— ü. Al | . 


mi i Þ- 7 7 


© © 


„ Hf 


Aa J. MUCH DO ABOUT. NOTHING, F 


in bumour;' to; one the Der. —— 
'; boaster or bravado. "WARBURTON. 


—— ain eo of thefencing< 
chool.; So, in Every Man in his Humour © your 
punto, your reverso, your. stoccata, your imbrocata, 
your, passada, your montant, &c. Again, in the 
Merry M ines ¶ M iadir e 


d. thy reverse, thy distance, thy montant. | 
d deln vd IS 1; Ls ern * treu E STEEV.ENS;; 
it 32. tere mas none cuc h in tie army of any sort. 


Not meaning there; was none such of anyorider or de- 
. gree mlatever, but that there was none auch | of a 


quality aboue the cid 11) WARBURTON 
Mar out , his Humour, Shift zays 3. £0199 neu ed 
„This is rare, I haye set up my Hil without, 
scene, te nf Hort ones CO 
beige i Swetnam Arraigntlg 16gor - #1 a 
©. have bought foils ara, ph 08. 
„Hung up my two-hand sword, A +42 16 
Aging in Ns Hove wy dhe, bude e 
1395: 24 * 181 * } Las £ aan © 1 22 a 2181 «ol fu; 
« —eetting up bit like a bearward or. 8 


fights ve ahall have, and what emer; da mill ect 
me 


A Wb 1! + 448, He dy 


The 2 of one — challenges, 
taken from an ancient MS. of which some account is 
given in a note on the first act and first scene of the 
Merry Wives) of Windzor, may not de 3 
W eg the 


9 


s „1er ee eee e 
fore the King's majestie (Edward VI.) at Westminnter, 
by three maisters, Willym Pazcall, Robert Greene, 
_ and W. Browne, at teren kynde of -weaporis. That 
is to oaye, the axe, the pike, the rapier and target, 


eve of Ragianits being'un Fog 
wane IE DIE of the . 
2 e i il 5 
Beatrice means, that Benedick publiaked a gene 
challenge, like a prime - fighter. = I 
4 —chtiniged Cod ot te fg; Tochallenge 
th shot with an arrow. 
be proved from the 


elke lines in Beaumont and Flecer's a, 
"© ot he quick rech wifter i : 

. The vir git from the fate ravicher - Henle apr 23:1 

| MM r 


cui / Wars of Daniel, B. vin. 8t. 13. os, d 
3 8 ors 


„ n 


ou 
a, 


„ & © 


* 


A . 


| to this day in use to kill rooks with, and are ghot 


10 1. — 1 
r e en 


2 
* 4% 


« Which tv deen Leb Ci. 
blind, 
. divtance-of the way), 
„newer with their CNY that came 

Short 

| — ain} add did oo fun; 
eee 
of the same occurrence, and adds, that these fights 
were provided on purpose. Again, in Holinshed, 
p. 649, He caused the soldiers to shot their 
flights towards the lord Audlies company 

Mr. Tollet observes, that the length of « fiightuaket 
seems ascertained by = passage in Leland's Itinerary, 
1769, Vol. IV. p. 44. The passage into it at ſul se 
is a flite- ot over; as much as the Tamise is above 
the dridge.” It were easy to know the length of Lon- 
don-Bridge; and Stowe's Survey may inform the cu- 
unn ̃ ͤ 
embanking since the days of Leland. * 

The bird-bolt"is ee 
and spreading at the extremity 0 much, as to leave a 
flat surface, about the breadth of a chilling. Such are 


from a cross- bow. So, in mum 0 * * Wild, 
ee 45 7 TY CRP Jes Ne -3 lie 


s. norton ron  A8Y 


„ „ esoorahde should hot 
5 « His gross-knobb'd bird bolt" +1 
Again, in Love in a Maze, 163aͤͤͤ-ẽ„ ntorn "4 
ga. n N Aen. 
ox of his bir. Vemis, 
#Y to'thy hoy to\ſeted/ his Gnas back, 
i strike her with a-s&@rp o,j,j“E/ td | 
S113 vail ao th pit tf; ito 19 SAREVENG 
He challenged Cupid at the flight, and myuncle's fol 


WY 4 © R 


challexged dim at ti bird :- bolt.] The flight was an ar. 
row of a particular kind: An the Harleian Catalogu 5i 
of MSS. Vol- I. n. 69. is. a challenge of the lac 
Maice 8 servants to all comers, to be performed ' 
-Greenwicke—to Shoot standart arrow,. or flight,” | 
find the title-page of an old pamphlet still +) th in 
Plicie: A new. pa marke exceeding nece: E 
1 arrows : Mhetheꝝ the great man 1 
Sight, the gallant!s rover; the wise man's ire b 


abe poor man's but-gheft, or the ſoolis bird:bolt,"? | 
el f2r 5145 2343. ar vou 2 eta Nn < PaRMEL 

The. flight, which in the I in of che · middle age 
qnav-called feta, was a fleet arrow-with narrow fez 
 thers, usually employed against rovers. See Blount) 
| AHnerent; Tehures, 107945) (fr Sebdls x l its d ee 
„ A Holt ems to have been a general term for u 
22779, So, in Slurieyis, Love's Cruciiy . 
| Kfepers are none of the wigest, their bolts are nc 
Mot.“ ens Mins 3 E 19.5! 41. 15 gory 


+. Jhere' the bolt i 


Pont o—— 20 


vi 142% MUCH aDO ABOUT Dee... 9 
deer-stealers. The word is still used in 2 
proverd:: Als bolt is %% hot. + ? | 
That particular species of arrow which- was em- 
ployed in e nn | 
bird - bolt. 0 & Maron. 
eee eee eee 
mmm 
an arrow. e ee n Siet N Senn 
46. . is a 
very common expression in the midland counties, and 
signifies, he'll be your match, lll enen with you; 
So; in TEXNOFAMIA, by B. Holiday, 1618: 
Go meet her; or else she“ be meet with me.“ 
55.  ———Stuff'd-with all honourable virtues.) Stuff d, 
in this first instahce, has no- ridiculous meaning. Mr. 
Edwards obser ves that Mede in his Discourses on Serip- 
ture, speaking of Adam, says, —he whom God 
had 7 W | 
I ©, © "Edwards's MS, 
Aging ini The Winwarts Tale 3 kt v5 Nd 
x —— — went 
ane ph 
Vn homme bien «toffe, gives in French, a man 
in good circumtances. 1 50s - STERVENS. 
67. r but for the 
stuſſing weill, me are" all mortal. Mr. Theobald 
plumed himself much on the pointing of this passage; 
2 by the way, he might learn from Duvenant : 
t he sa not a word, nor any one else that I know 
( The truth is, 
rade 3 2 


n 


f + SN 15,98 


: 


20 erer ene ere  AGL 
Beatrice atarta an idea at the words πνπν man; and 
prudently checks hersalk in the pursuit of it. A tf 
nn was dne of the: many cant phaazes ſar a cuc i 
In Lily's Midzs,, wer have an inventory: of Mao! 
 moveables—** Ttem, says Petulus, one paire of horny 
in the bride-chamhber; om the, , Tha bal 
Read abserves Lignin; for Ann. cu d rade d 
ee eee eee  Ranneh 
65. — . ne ,... Inoux author 
ae nager genera tees far intellectual powen 
ah Davies an ebe Sn: = 1 
ds 1 seeking truth, ame ee 
_ $$: And;nevet rent til it the firat attain ;; | © 
— — end, 
des ta ef Aut acuen atays tilts Wee a0 1 
n el ect ade hs 
nee, tr —— 4 
K ' 11:50 44jturhe and blots the, far of thinggy t 
uta proves altogether vais, þ 
% Aud to the wit a 
« Then doth themwity 
guild fond ach Rath,” = 
be, Guide, sech de hen been rechonedi five; b 
. e five senses, or the fivecinletaoh ideas. 
„ ee Mee e eee e ee an os. t ente 
$4 r exough.:to keeps Aim, WAN, & 
Suck: a; ene In it. (enough: to ee kimi mr ig 
| eee Mah of yan at d l 
Sa, in the Wie Women of Hogaden, 1600 4% 
ale che Wise — : 1d and have! act 10 


5 


Ah MUCH aDo AB0Ur NoOrmING. - 14: 
yournlf wurm enough, T warrant on.“ To bear uny 
thing for a difference, is ——— _— 
3 * Cin. 
. . | 
7 » STEEVENS. 
= 4. . Nat religious pro- 
ſession, but rt vf ens for the upeaker 
gives it as the reason of her asking;/ ue was tow lis 
companion n te tied every nth @ new eee | 
WARBURTON: 
75. — wait block}; A Ile is the mould 
on which à hat is formed. n 
i nid orator agngas xt _* 
15 © Of whaefkion is eds kala with 4 what 
block $7. 
See a note on K. Lear, e 
The old writers Sotnctimes wee the word: Hack for 
the hat itself. . SrET van 
77. tte geat/cman ts aat ia yowr bouts;] This 
s a phrase used, I believe, by mere than understand 
Wit. To be in onen bang, is 40 bt in n codicile or will, 
"— © be among frictiids at Low goritegiaoress.. ' JOHNSON, 
1 I rather think that the nt alluded to, ane memo. 
randum bons, ike the visiting thanks of the prevent 
age : so, in'Decker's Honeat Whores) Part II. v6go7 \_ 
W am ane hey name w in u n 
1 nnn 7 enn 1 
or, perayhs; d — — 
neee 3's 17 uo A tf 
enn Arinippu, or the hdd umi, n 
315 a «© You 


« 1 Wt 


1 © ANNOTATIONS UPON / 44 J 


. Von must be matriculated, A 
recorded in Abo Academia. #4 - Tv ; 
Again,“ What, have you a bien is A 

Have you fully admitted him into the Society to be 
a member of the bod y academick? “ 

Again, And if I be not entered, and have my 

r e e eee let, &. 
And yet I think the following passage in the Maid: 

Redinyte; by Shirley, 3639, will sufficientiy * 


my first supposition: | 
* Pox of your 8 you were deat writ | 
in her Tables Books; . 7 10 . 8A "2: i 


„„ 
| chronicle the mall deer of every occurrence, whether - 
| 3 or domestick, in r — 

So, in the play last quoted: A ue NN 
1 „ bedr: ita )—that word i not in my Tab 
Books © I bett 4:7 1 { 
Hamlet, mne ray cabler;?"-ee, —- AN 
; 


1 „ 160%,/%ʃ%ę »—2»v.̃ tt! 
4. — ,gampeius ente 
. - «© His name hath in her Tul. 

Again, in Acolastus, a comedy, 134ẽén . 
„We weyl haunse thee; or set thy name into our 
e boke; with clappynge of bandes, & cc. 
I know not exactly to what custom this last quoted 
Passe refers, unless to the album - for just after, the 
tame expression occurs again: that from hence- 
eee 

dete aps = 40 * 


* g 


3 a. w—_ a „ 


* 


l MUCH ADD ABOUT NOTHING, 5 
ime Wl whyte - . „ 


4 in our boke.” . 
bo? . 
be Toning gf w dhe 06 honed Rego 
ginated from the Herald's Offices - | 
my % A herald, Kate! oh, put me is thy books {"* 
we Afr ally the following: now in n 6 the Harldha 
14 MSS. No. 847, may be the best illuatrations - 
port rn n A the owner of 
| ben 57 
rite il - — .. 2 
— — 
1 % = „ 
ther 46 Tannen n doe 3 Ke. 
Sr EEVIXS. 
4 enden {nar in yout e Thlaaompdes 
ble not been exafily interpreted. o 4e ia a man's bgaks, 
originally meant to be in the list of his retainers, Sir 
John Mandevile tells us, alle the mynstrelles that 
comen before the great Chan ben witholden with him. 
e ee eee e as for his 
own men.“ | | + FARMER. 
This exyronian; 4 apibe no: Andy took its rise 
from the custom mentioned by Dr. Farmer, That in 
all great families, the names of the zexyants of the 
household were written in books kept for that purpgse, 
appears from the following passage in A new. Trith i⸗ 
cheat | the Devil; a comedy, 1639z See, master 
5 among; YON 
e | Biiz mae 


TSS 2 


Re att oe oc ————— orocmnndhs 6 „„ 
F Y » 1 
L = 
; — 


14 5 | ANNOTATIONS/ uron 48. 
 aervants—Let- Wm 


you,” x 
A ire 4 were in Cupid's Vocabulary, 
synonymous. Thus, in Marston's Malecontent, 1624: 
« Is not Marshal Makeroom,' my servant in reversion, 
a proper gentleman?”?--; aul; 4 * WWI 
Hence the phrase to be in — aſe 
red Were nnn 
| ; Kfakons, 
81. Wee, eee, Meat | take to be a 


. qholerick; quarreleoine' fellow, (For in thin anus Shak- 


spere uses the word to:squere. So, in the Midsummer 
Night's Dream, it is said of Oberon and Titania, that 
Is there 20 hot - blooded youth that will keep him com pam 


through all his mad rn, wii > e Jonxson. 


4108. You embrace your-charge——] That is, your 
burden, your incumbranct, t. > + JOHNSON; 


m. e i ed it, os agnier Bene- 


dich 7] A kindred thought in Grin aft 


scene 1. . de o Ne. 


* Our very am become * i the 
e e eee eee 5 
n. Srrtvzxs 
mY Then you Fs The wah hh zudictously 
marked the gloominess of Don John's character, by 
making un aver OS: forms of civility. 
[45-4 Sik ]. Haw K1NS, 


183. eee Cupid is 4 good bare: finder 


tended. 


| ny oa e the jest here in- 


\ 4 


— 6 


- 


SEXY OE” SA 2 ww 


S8 


in 


ART. MUCHADO ABOUT NOTHING. = 13 
tended. Claudio hints his love of Hero. Benedick 


asks, whether he is serious, or whether he only means 


to jest, and tell them that Cupid is @ good fare: ſinde: 
and Vulcan a rare carpenter. A man praising a pretty 
lady in jest, may shew the quick sight of Cupid, but 
what has it to do with the carpentry of Vulcan? Per- 
baps the thought lies no deeper than this, _ 
er APO tt» 
4 i unto 
n by hs he. 
pressibus than this Do you! mean, Says dk. 5 
to amuse us with improbable storie::???: | 
An ingenious correspondent, whose n | 
R. W. explains the passage in the same sense, but 
more amply :: Do you mean to tell us that love is 
not blind, and that fire will not consume what is com- 
bustible ? for both these propositions are implied 
in making Cupid a good Aare: finder, and Vulcan (the 


God of fire) a good. carpenter. In other wards, would —= 


jou convince me, whoase: opinion. on this head is well- known, 
that you can be. in love without being blind, and can play 
nh the Jen of PTD PRE GENE» „ 
STEEVENS. 
„ Do pos xcoff and mack in | 
telling us that Cupid, who. ts blind, is a; good hare-finder, 
which requires a quick — and that Vulcan,. a 
blacksmith, is a rare carpenter f ToLLET> 
135, 1 goin the ong 7 i. e. NN 
arm * 
Nö W wierd STEZVENS. | 
WT: | Sing 25 a % 197. 


* 


1 0 "ANNOTATIONS UPON | Aat, 


197. nnn er 
| . ne Fon to rer ur- 3 
53-41 ae 
In the Pulare ey Plant, p. 239, we have the fol- 
lowing passage: Al they that weare hornes be et 
n, to'Weare their capps upon their heads.” ry 
1 — 
200. . ————— 
most probably alludes to the stritt manner in which 
the Sabbath was observed by the Paritens, who usually 
spent that day in cighs'and gruntings, and other hypo- 
critical marks of devotion. W S$TERVENS, 
214. Claud. / this were '50, 50 were it uttered.) 
Claudio, evading at first a confession of his passion, 
says; if T had really confided such a secret to him, 
yet he would have blabbed it in this manner. In his 
next speech, he thinky proper to avo his love; and 
when Benedick says, C forbid it should be 0, i. e. 
God forbid he should even wish to marry her; Claudio 


1 2 replies—Go4 forbid I dhould not wich it. STEEVENs, 


___  0gg. ———but tn the force of his will.) Alluding 
3 nennen 

= WARBURTON, 

n uri © ent winded in 
Nee That is, / will wear a horn onmy forehead, 
mich the funtiman may blow, A recheate is the sound 
dy which dogs are called back. Shakspere had no 
mercy upon the poor cuckold, erer is an inex- 
| ry pcs subject af merriment. Jonson. 
N in the Return Non bann, 


When 


—_ > DJIJ£Aa =©oa 


E e a 


1  -- oo = 


* * S a. > 3 


wn --” ©S -> ie &@ =» ww i. - 


44 J. MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. | 17 


When you blow the death of your fox in the 
field or covert, then you must sound three notes, wit 
three winds; n RO 


ame three winds. ee 


„Now, sir, when you be W 
1 you sondęd the recheat before, so now you must 
sound the relief three times. 

Again, in the Book: —— lets note, 
Blow the whole recſate with three wyndes, the first 
wynde one longe and six shorte. The seconde wynde 
two shorte and one longe. The thred wynde one 
longe and two shorte.“ D ien ch qu bai 

Among Bagford's Callecons welartve to Typo- 
graphy, in-'the-British Museum, 1044, c. ii. in an 
engraved half sheet, containing the ancient Hunting 
Notes of Eogland, &c. Among these, I find, Single, 
Double, and Freble Recheats, Running Fecteut, 
Warbling Recheat,: another Necheat with the tongue 
very hard, another smoother Necieat, and another 
warbling Recieat. The musical notes are affixed to 
them all. 1 Wente 2 enen Of 9 in SrEREVENS. 
A reckeate is a particular lesson upon the horn, o 
call dogs back from the scent : from the old French 
word recet, * Was nend. in h er. | 
traite. 74. ut nc att 1 HANMER. | 

240. hedge: _ Phe in an e baldrich, 
Bugle, i. e. bugle-hora or hunting-horn. The mrans 
ing seems to/be—or that I should be compelled to 
carry any * that * must n 

an 


U — rn 


| e RG HOP ARTS too hate Hep, 

belt or baldrick. © 

It is still n * 

carries his horns in lis pockets. 2,07 1 STBEVER 

5. eee Ps APE mr. 

ea * Mett d Jonson. 
256, — n 4 eee As to the tat 


: and boule, I can procure no better information than 
Wo — bereuen 


tent: XN? Bun "1206; 
In some counties re an 
closed up with a quantity of soot in a wooden bottle 
(such as that in which shepherds carry their liquor), 
and was suspended on a line. He who beat out the 
bottom as he ran under it, and was nimble enough to 
escape its contents, was regarded as the hero of thii 
inhuman divervien, mn. STEEVENS, 
26% e dds hits me, let him be cia d on the 
 choulder, and cell'4 Adam.] But why chould he there- 
fore be call'd Adam 7 Perhaps, by a quotation or to 
ve may be able to trace the poet's allusion here. It 
 Law- Tricks, or, Wo would dove thought it (a comedy 
written by John Day, and printed in 1608), I find thi 
speech: Adam Bell, a $ubstantial outlaw, and a pacing 
| good archer, yet no tobacconist. By this it appears, that 
Adam Bell, at that time of day, was of reputation 
or his skill at the bow, I find him again mentioned 
nin a burlesque poem of Sir William © Davenant's, 
called, The Long Vacation in London.  /THEOBALD 
- Dag r 18 | Adan 


| 


P. ++ ..Þ635 a T7_”_ape ,” = -_- 


—— 
ms 


= TXT &ﬆ& 


. 
y 


= £* *S 


* & => A 


=> N TT 


. 
- 


X S KA S 3 7 © 


18k MUCWADOGXBOUT'NOTHING. — 129 


Adam Bell, Clym of the Clough, and William of 
Cloudesly, were, says Dr. Percy, three noted out- 
laws, whose skill in Archery rendered them former- 
ly as famous in the North of England, as Nobin Hood 
and his fellows were in the midland Counties. Their 
place of residence was in the forest of Englewood, not 
far from Carlibbe. At hat time they lived does not 
appear. The author of the common ballads on 7 

Pedigree, Education, and Marriage of Robin Hood, makes 
them contemporary with Robin Hood's father, in or- 
der to give him the honour of beating them. See 
Nelignes off ancient Poetry, Mol T. p. 143, where the 
ballad on these outlaws is preserved. STEBvVENs. 
20. In time ti savage bull dot bray the yoke. This 
line ĩs taken from the Span Tragedy; or Hieronymo, 
&c. 1605, which: itself; with a slighe variation, is 
taken from Watson's: Sonnets, 4to; bl. let. printed 
about 1380. 80 Note on the last Edition of Dods- | 
ley's Old Mays, Vol. XIT. p. 87. Ser VIRS. 
269. ——3f Cupid: hath not apent all lt quiver in he- 
nice,]-Allmodern vritere agree in representing Venice | 
in the same — ancients did Cyprus. —_— | 


OR More guarded win is fellows.” | 0297 - 
„* 8 


80 ANNOTATIONS) uren 44 


n fegon bat oro wn” ene terra 


286. re you;flout old ends, &c.] The ridicule 


here is to the formal conclusions of Epistles dedicatory, 


and Letters. Barnaby Googe thus ends his dedication 


Ame ee te of Nane ens ue b Gee 


thus committyng your Ladiship with. all yours to the 
tuicion of the moste mercifull Cad, I ende. From 
Staple Inne at Cr. munen 
March.“ OH nijo fd Ai gts + R8xxep; 
e 4 1. e. no one 
can have a better reason for granting a request than 
the necessity of its being granted. Wa R BUR Tron. 
Mr. —— raptor 26.phs, 
u ue fairest grant is to necessity. STEEVEXs, 
336. thick- pleached a/ley]. Thick-pleachd 
thickly interwoven. , In, Antony.and Clpatra - 
„with pleadled arms, bending down : 
His corrigibſe neck.“ ,- STEEVENs, 
353. Cousin, \ you, know—(ang afterwards) good 
cousin ] Surely, brother and ever could have 
had the same meanigg: yet, as this passage stands at 
present, Leonato appears to address himself to An- 
tonio (or as he is styled in the first folio, the old man) 
his brother,” whom he is mate to call canis. 
It appears chat several persons, I suppose Leonato's 
Lunaamen, are at this time crossing the stage, to whom 
he here addresses himself, ./.; Accordingly, the old 
copy reads, not cousin, but ob. 42... 


Hog har: you Lo POOR. Jop! have to do. 
TOE Yor 


a 2 SSS a cw 4 


«a 


4. J. MUCH ADD ABOYT NOTHING, 21 
You all know your several offices; take care to astist in 
making preparations. at this busy rr 
I vould — read e F 
au ôπν \aoeadfieny}ts wo n nde i 
02 Don John] The fol io has Sir ns MALONE, 
Mat, 1 lord 1) lr should read, 
gouj err. ST EZV INS. 
368. ne This is one 
of our author's natural touches. An envious and un- 
zocial mind, too proud to give pleasure, and too sul - 
len to receive it, always endeavours to hide its malig - 
nity from the world and from itself, under the plain- 
ness of simple e or the Ip; of hanghty 
independence. rot ir JOHNSON, 
373. . To claw is to - 
latter. 80 tie ;pope's clam-bacis, in bishop Jewel, 
are the pope's flatterers. The sense is = same in the 
proverb, Mulus mulum acalit. ane 
In Mylicn on Uury, 1571, p. ou ES 
therefore I will cle him, and Kaye, well 
night be fare, and God's Means have he too.“ 

r Reev. 
382. J 12 hea canker in a hedge, than, a 
rose in As grace; A canker is the canker rose, og 5 
oe, Sncnbatus, or A. JouNsSON. 

So, in Heywood's Love's Mistrest, 1696 2 
A rose, a lily, a” blew-bottle, and a canler 
flewer,”?* V , CLASS: 


Aging | 2 Sl. Si akapere'sgath'S Sonnet + E 
FF 
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The canker blooms have full as deep a die 
* As the perfumed tinture ob here? 


I think no change is necessary. - STBBVERs, 
. The former speech, in my 8 shews 


clearly that the old copy is right. Conrade had said: 


6 He hath ta en you new into his grace, where it is 
impossible that you should take root but by the fai 
weather that you make yourself. To: this Don John 
replies, with critical correctness: I had rather be 3 
cankerin . We meet 
na kindred expression in Mactethiz - 
„Welcome hither: 
4 have begun to plant theez- and will labour 
To make thee full of growing.” - - 

Again, in N. Henry l. Part Hl... 

2 e eee rev im up who des. 
5 Maron. 

41 — i aa rn as ii 
other instances, sigoiſies soriban. SrEEV EIS. 
Leg. bothivurag———Þ ie. to 1 on. 


e ere 
* 0 1 E. ar 


this 4, i ew news an hoer after, 
The pain commonly called, the| leart- burn, proceeds 
The gain * pe 


: 


0 © 


1 


= 2 


1. Mock A0 A80Ur Forte. 
ſcom an acid humour in the stomach, and is there- 
ns Wh In looks. | 
| lesen. 
0 ene Thus the modern editors. 
The old copies read in the woollen, SrEEVExNs. 
69. - the prince be too important, ] Important 
Gr n n 4 


23 


Jog xNsOR. 
84. Baltazar, ] * quarts ud folio add—or 
dumb p. " Srpevens. 


or dumb A TGA proof, that when the 
first copies of our author's plays were prepared for 
che press, the transcript was made out by the ear. 
If the MS. had lain before the transcriber, it is very 
unlikely thathe should have mistaken Don for dumb? 


but, by an inarticulate speaker, or  inattentive hearer, 


they mighteasilybe conſoundel. MA tox. 
In answer tothis remark, it is well observed by Mr. 
Reed, that Don John's taciturnity has been already no- 
ticed. It seems therefore not improbable, that the 
author himself night have occasionally applied the 
epithet dumb to him. Hnr. 
97. Pedto. Speak low, &c.] This speech, hich 
is given to Pedro, should be given to Margaret, 
REVISsAL. 
98. Balth. Well, 7 would you did like n.] This, 


and the two following little speeches, which I have 


placed to Balthazar, are in all the pristed copies 
given to Benedick. But, tis clear, the dialogue here 
ought t be betwixt Balthazar and Margaret ; Bene- 

"oy" dicks 
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dick, a little lower, converses: on Reatrinn rand 
peg man talks with his woman once rounxd. 
| THEOBALD, 
* 4 1 do not concur with Theobald im hi 
arbitrary disposition of these speeches. Balthazar is 
called in the old copies dumb Join, as I have already 
observed; and therefore it should seem, that he was 
meant to speak but little. When Benedick says, 
the hearers nay cry, amen, we must suppose that he 
leaves Margaret and goes in search of some other 
sport. Margaret, utters a wish for a good partner. 
Balthazar, who is represented as a man of the fewest 
words, repeats Benedick's Amen, and. leads her off, 
desiring, as he says in the following short . 
to put himself to een en of breath. 
ſp urns 
This whole © nate is, 1 apprehend, N on a 
mistake; or, in the stage · direction in the old copy, 
at the 2 of this scene, * I believe, an ac- 
cidental repetition; and dumb, I suspect, was writ- 
ren instead of Don, through, the. istake of the tran- 
| scriber, hose ear deceived him. n 
1 think it extremely probable, that the S 
proposed by Thegbald, and the author of the, Revia 
is right. Malo. 
116. = dry dan. A di hand was an- 
ciently regarded as the sign of a cold constitution. To 
this Maria, in Twelfth Night, alludes, act i. sc. g. 
STEEVENS. 
% 128. pry == merry e The book, 
| to which — alludes, was an old translation of 
2 8 Ls 


S n= = = -—w@ > 


1 


„ . 
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Les cent Nouvelles Nouvelles. The original was pub- 
lihed at Paris, in the black letter, before the year 
1500, and is Said to have been written by some of the 
royal family of France. Ames. — wp 
of it prior to the time of Shakspere. 

In the London Ciaunticleres, 1659, this rock; among 
others, is cry'd for sale by a ballad- man. The 
Seven Wise Men of Gotham ; m 
Scoggin's Jests, &c. a 

Again, in the Mice n ae. by Beaumont and 
Fletcher: 

KG n——the 9 
« The Hundred Novels, and the Books of Cookery. ' 

Of | this collection there are frequent entries in the 
register of the Stationers Company. The first I met 
with was in January 1581. | STEEVENS., 
This Book was certainly printed before the year 
1575, and in much repute, as appears from the men- 
tion of it in Langham's Letter. Again, in The Eng. 
lisk Courtier and the Cuntrey Gentleman, bl. let. 1586. 
Sign. H. 3. ee want not also pleasant mad- 
headed knaves that bee properly learned and well 
reade in diverse pleasant bookes and good authors. 
As Sir Guy of Warwicke, the Foure Sonnes of Amon, 
the Ship” of Pooles, the Budget of Demaundes, ide 
Hundredth "Merry Taler, the Bboke of Ryddles, and 
manyootherexcelltentwriters both witty and pleasaunt.” 
It has been suggested to me, that there is no other 
reason than the word hundred to suppose this book a 
erg the Cent Non telle Nouteller. Ru D. 

| Ciijz - 4 136. 
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136. eee ieee eee, 
Impossible slanders are, I suppose, such slanders ax, 
from their absurdity 2 . their own 
confutation with them. e Jonxsox. 

138. — 415 e By: nch she mean: 
his malice and impiety. By his impious jests, she in. 
sinuates, he pleased libertines; and by his deniag 
anders of them, he angred/ them. WanxZURrox. 
136.1 bearing. ] 7. e. bis caringe, his: 
meanour. So, in Measyre: for Meacure 5 s 

* How I may ae ee Nee 41 


Sr EV INS. 
| 174. Therefore, Kc. ] . which is found-in the 


ale. is understood here. My, Maron: 
176. beauty is 4 he | ' 
2 Against whoge eee 
1. . as wax, when opposed io the fire kindled by a 
witch, no longer preserves the figure of the person 
whom it was designed to represent, but flows into a 
shapeless lump; 50+. fidelity, when confronted with 
beauty, dissolves into our ruling passion, and is lost 
there like a drop of water in the sea. STEEVENS. 
_ - 18g. ——uxurer's, chai? Chains of gold in our 
author's time, usually worn by wealthy citizens, inthe 
same manner as they now are by the aldermen of 
London. See The: Puritan, or Widow , Watling- 
| Street, act iii. sc. 3. Albumazar, act i. sc. 7. &c. REED. 
VUsury seems about this time to have been a common 
topick of invective. I have three or four dialogues, 
pasquils, and discourses on the subject, printed before 
70 l | _ the 


N 


E 


Dre 


14. ven abo anourt norurnG 37 
the year 1600. Fromm every one of these it appears, 
nnn | 

+ 6-2 "wy though Ame e 
Beatrice, that puts the world into ler person,] That is, 
h is tie disposition of Beatrice, who takes upon ier to 
personate the world, 1 Pie po 
wying what che only zays hercelf../ | 

Base, though: bitter. 1 . — - 
and bitter are inconsistent, or why what is bitter should 
not be base. I believe, nm Ii is tie 


late, the bitter disposition. JOHNSON, 
The base though bitter, —_ het ill-natur'd 
though wztty, ' STEEVENS, 


210. m Alge in a marren ] A 


parallel thought occurs in the first chapter of Isaiah, * | 


where the prophet, describing the desolation-of Judah, 
says: Ihe daughter of Zion is left as à cottage in 
a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumders, &c 

I am informed, that near Aleppo, lonely build - 
ings are still made use of, it being , that the 
fields where water-melons, cucumbers, &c. are raised, 
Should be regularly watched. I learn from Thomas 
Newton's Herball to the Bible 8 vo. 1387, that 80 
zoone as the cucumbers, &c. be gathered, these 

lodges are abandoned of the watchmen and keepers, 

and no more frequented. From these forsaken 
buildings, tees: we ee; his com- 
paris. Sri. 


8 * 10 4 . 1 + « 3 : 
WA n a 1 V9, \ x Lage 
=_ 
4 ” 1 
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in many of them they may atill be seen; 50 that Stk. 
ds pere need not nen this inn 
Len in Judza. Hunter. 

212. n Benetich'vyaike@ 
Hers: as if abe were on the tage. > Perhaps, both abe 
and Leonato, were meant to make their entrance 
with Don Pedro. When Bestriee enters, she is 
22 IG in ——— vis 
| © STEVENS. 

241. ts whe eee Tmpossi. 
ble may be licentiously used for unaccountable. Beatrice 
has W sad, . Benedick vent * 
slanders. 


=: in the Fac moi of the lun, by Beaumont a 


— 


erer n en tor some most eee 


| - -antick;** : HERESY 1514 

Agri, in The Rar Afr, by unge: 
„0 Nn | 

+ Ou beat ent bes 

I believe the meaning is——with a rapidity equal to 
vhat een, who appear to perform impossibilities. 
© Conveyance was the common term in our author's 

ume fon vg of hand. © Mato. 


Dr. Warburton reads impacsable, and this agree: 
_ with what follows<<# that 1 stood like a man at 1 
mark, wich a whole army shooting at me; ***, 
263. bring you the length of preter John's foot 
d hazr off the great a hg t, e, I wil 


under. 


ql 
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undertake the hardest task, rather than have any con- 
versation with lady Beatrice. Alluding to the diffi- 
culty of access to either of those mme _ more 
particularly to-the former. . G. 
So Cartwright, in his n call'd The Sie of 
Love's Convert, 164122 6 
„e Wee tas ee Wan 
or draw an eye-tooth Sr royal of the 
Persian monarch," “ ** "STEEVENS. 
270. aaa Tg) Thus the quarto 
. . 2 
KG ond e 2 £442,  STEEVENS. 
290. a This conceit occurs 
likewise in Naskh's four Lettert coꝶgfuted; 1392. . 
the order * *. lite it nenne. orange. ** | 
'STERVENS. 
291. ee "re e n Thus the 
warn enen | 
STEEVENS. 
314. Pe a Bar world but, and lam 
Jn-burn'd;] What is it, t0 go-to the world ? perhaps, 
to enter by marriage into a settled state; but why is 
the unmarry'd lady sun - burnt ? I believe we should 
read, Thus goes every one to the wood but , and I an 
un- lurnt. Thus does every one but I find a. shelter; 
and I am left exposed to wind and zun. Te nearest 
way to the wood, is a phrase for the readiest means 40 


any end. It is said of a woman, who accepts a worse 


match than those which she had refused, that she has 
. and at last taken a crooked 
5 stick. 


= 
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stick. 1 criticism has . 
to abate its confidence. Shakspere, in Al's Well that 
Eng's Well, uses the phrase, to go to tie world, for 
marriage. So that my emendation depends only on the 
opposition of wood to gun-urtr. JOHNSON. 
I am un- burnt, may mean, I have lost my beauty, 
and am consequentiy mmm. 

tempt a man to marx. \ (ST BBVENs, 
3848. — le hath * — pe? unhappiness, 
Thus Beaumont and Fauna, in eee of the 


Maid of the Aid; £64. 5 o——=CL64 3. 
aux? —bhy dreams are like ny angle, honest an 
: ſansccat | OSD AS 24 DTT 
01 « Yours er6-unhappy.!.. 8 NA 


1. e. wild, wanton, unlucky. 44+ 14 Was sua ren 
3861. — 0 bring signior Benedick, and the lady 
Beatrice, inte 6. mqundgin of 4afefiton, tie ane with the 
_ Where] 4 aa N Aab ion with one another is 4 
strange enpression, yet I know not well how to change 
it. Perhaps it was originally fwrjtten, te bring Bene 
_ dich and Beatrice into a mooting / affection ; to briag 
them not to any more mootings of contention, but toa 
mosting or converaatlon of love. This reading is con- 
firmed. by the prepostion with 5 4 mountain with cat 
oller, on a ion with each ther, cunnat be used, but 
mn menen 

5 2440 Mr Jonson. 
| 33 — * by Dr. Johnaos 
may appear, it is used in several ef the old * 
4-4 in „ in a 4h ha 1639: 
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Had mooted in the hall, or seen the revels 
„ Kept in the house at Christmas “ 
Again, in the Return from Parnassus, 1606: 
« Tt is a plain case whereon I "movted in our 
Temp:. 
Again, „—at & ming in-oar temple.” This. 

And yet all that I believe is meant by a Rowitain of 
affeftion, i „ gveat dt, of M Ws. 

In one of Staryſurstis poems, ivthe following phraze 
to denote a large quantity of love: 
Aurel love promtst, nothing performs,” Re. 
Again, in the Nenegade; by Massinger: 

40 tis but parting with 

& A mountain of ve ration! - 
Thus in N. Henry Vl. A an of glory.“ — 
« + &a of trouble.“ Again, in Howel's Hautbry of 
Fenice r * though they see moinitains of mieries heaped 
on one's back.“ Again, in Bacon's Astor off King 
Any VI. e Perkin sought to corrupt the servants to 
the lienterfati of the tower by wuntains of promises. 
Again, in the Comedy of Errors & the mountain of 
mad flesh that claims marriage of me. Little can 
be inferr*d' from Stakspereꝰs offence against graminur. 

Mr. Malone observes, that, * Shakspere has many 
Phrases equally harsh. He who would hazard sur 
expressions as a Storm of® fortries a vale of years, and 
a tempest' of probocnti⁰, would” not weruple to write a 
e WW an. © STESVENG. 
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$75. —— noble strain, i. e. descent, lineage, 
So, in the Fairy Queen, B. IV. c. viii. s. g . + 
„Sprung from the ance; ren 
struine. p54 I Knie gige, 
6 3 4 5 v 
« gate goodly temperaunce 8 
And sacred n . of xm 
"Se rene 4 * 
| 476. Bora. n — 
Don Pedro, and the count Claudio, alone; tell them that 
you know Hero loves me ;— Offer them instances, which 
 shall bear no less likelihood than to ee me at her chamber. 
window ; hear me call Margaret, Hero | hear Margaret 
term me Claudio; and bring them. to tee this, the very 
night before the intended wedding] Thus the whole 
stream of the editions from the first quarto downwards, 
Jam obliged: here to give a short account of the plot 
depending, that the emendation I have made may 
appear the more clear and unquestionable. The bu- 
siness stands thus: Claudio, a favourite of the Ar. 
ragon prince, is by his intercessions with her father, 
to be married to fair Hero; Don John, natural bro- 
ther of the prince, and a hater of Claudio, is in his 
spleen zealous to disappoint the match,” Borachio, a 
rascally dependant on Don John, offers his assistance, 
and engages to break off the marriage by this stra- 
tagem. Tell the prince a#d Claudio (says he) that 
Hero is in love with me; they won't believe it: cer 
them proofs, as, that they shall see me converse with 
her in her chamber- window. I am in the good graces 
% E L of 
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of her waiting- woman, Margaret; and I'll prevail 
with Margaret, at a dead hour of night, to personate 
her mistress Hero; do you then bring the prince and 
Claudio to overhear our discourse; and they shall 
have the torment to hear me address Margaret by. the 

name of Hero; and her say sweet things to me by the 
name of Claudio. T bis is the substance of Bo- 
rachio's device to make Hero suspected of disloyalty, 
and to break off her match with Claudio. But, in 
the name of common sense, could it displease Claudio, 


to hear his mistress making use of fis name tenderiy ? 


If he saw another man with her, and heard her call 
him Claudio, he might reasonably think her betrayed, 
but not have the same reason to accuse her of disloy- 
alty. Besides, how could her naming Claudio, make 
the prince and Claudio believe that she lov'd Bo- 
rachio, as he desires Don John to insinuate to them 
that she did? The circumstances weighed, there is no 
doubt: but the passage ought to be reformed, as I have 
settled in the text - Acar me call Margaret, Hero; hear 
Margaret term me Borachio. THEOBALD. 
Jam not convinced that this exchange is necessary. 
Claudio would naturally resent the circumstance! of 
hearing another called by his own name; because, in 
that case, baseness of treachery: would appear to be 
aggravated by wantonness of insult; and, at the same 
time he would ĩmagine the person so distinguished to be 
Borachio, because Don Jon was previously to have in- 
formed r him and Dow-Pudro; that Borachis was the 
<4 N STEEVENS, 
» 157 · 
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457. ——carving the fashion of a new doublet.) This 
folly, so conspicuous in the gallants of former ages, i; 


laughed at by all our comick writers. So in Greene. 


Farewell to Folly, 1617: ** —We are almost as fan. 

tastick as the English gentleman that is painted naked, 

with a pair of sheers in his hand, as not being re. 
n 299 ROY Ac ARE <6 | 

.-- -» STEEVERNs, 

| The Enghah gendeman in the above extra alu 

| to plat in bee recen. -- Runs 

eee eee The old copies ra 

© | STBEVENS 

474. en chal be of des colitr if Mer 

— Perhaps Benedict alludes to à fashion, verj 

. CIR 

Ar. 
Sue in his-Hnatont of Alus 1595; Speaking o 
dhe attires. of women's heads, says: © If any hat 


haire of der one a] ng, then if not 


nn enge 8 ed 1 5 
5 ene, 
487. Pedro. See there Brnelick hath hid him)? 
Claudio. O, very well, my lord tit mii endii 
we l fit the kid ox with & penny. wort /.] i. e. we vil 
be even with tlie fox; now discovered. FOLK 
4rd, or khidde; signiſies in Chaucer: 
———— 3 
«© Without coverture shall be4id 
WO Eundoen have this:dreming,” 
AY I LED Romaunt of the Ne, 2171, lc 
= 0-3 & Pearl 
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1 Perceiv d or hewd. 
rr * TOY 
; Vo oilus and Cresteide, lib. i. 208. 
+ With that anan-etarts; cut daungere, a 4 "By 

| „ont af the piers whonn.be man didde;; | 

7 n 4 

| | Romans of the Row, 2130, 
- GREY» 
10 ae impaceiblecbut Fn Skmeachom,cnehis 
occasion, to employan antiquated word; and yet, if any 
future editor should choose to read—hid fox, he may 
ry CET 


- STERVENS, 
A aue. seems to be mo more than a young for or 
* Runs. 


339. as Bryn the fowl sits.] This is 
an allusion to the atalling · lorse 3 a horse either rea] or 
factitious, by which the fou ler ancieatly n * 
gelf from the sight of the game. Wale 

So, in the Honest Lawyer, 1616: 

„ Lye there thou happy warranted case | 
nen. Amun a2 nf 

horse | | [ 
ö 1 [ 

aun in egttenget Dent Aibutlienlt 

| es gs tions 5 1 


$talk.” | 
Again, in his Muzes Elysium + 3 "> 
— my hore 1 oth py gum 
— JO 244 1 STSEVENS, 


515 Again, 
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1 
Again, n ew Shes 7 che al a by lune p 
ones p- 23- - 80 

& 
w 


8 ——Methinks 1 behold 1 cunning Gelen, such 
as I have knowne in the fenne countries and' els. 
where, that doe shoot at woodcockes, snipes, and wilde J 
fowle by sneaking behind a painted cloth which they W q 
catrey before them, having pictured in it the ape f Ml x; 
ehorse'; which, while the silly fowle gazeth on, is WM le 
 knocktdowne with hale shot, and so put in the fowler's N 
budget. Mr: Reed, in addition to this quotation, 
might have referred to the Aviceptologie Frangoize; n 
where the author, after giving directions for a similar t] 
a 
1 


contrivance, observes :—c'est dans ce moment, ot la 
vacſe artificislle devient aux animaux ce que, d' apres 
Nirgile; ſut aux Tzorzxs le * cheval de bois. 
8184 enn ee een 1 Herr. / 
- 548, — that yhe loves Abends enraged affe. n 
tion it is past the infinite of thought. The sense is r 
| 1 know not what to'think otherwise, but that she loves hin 
_ with an enraged g eclion : It (this affection) is past the 
infinite of thought. Infinite ib used by most careful 
writers for indefinite + the speaker means, that thought, 
though in itself unbounded, cannot reach or estimate 
- the degree of her passib n. Jonxsox. 
The meabing I think is——but with what an . 
raged affection she loves him, it is beyond the power of : 
| thought to conceive. | ''-  MALONB, 
576. This says — is dhyiuniiny to/ whit | 
to him r for"she'll be up twenty'times a night; and there £ 
che Il sit in her _—— "till she have writ a sheet of 


_ au, erer 
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paper:] Shakspere has more than once availed him- 
self of such incidents as occurred to him from history, 
&c, to compliment the princes before whom his pieces 
were performed, A striking instance of flattery to 
James occurs in Macbeth ; perhaps the passage here 
quoted was not less grateful to Elizabeth, as it appa- | 
rently alludes to an extracrdinary trait in one of the 
letters pretended to have been 2 the hated 
Mary to Bothwells;?s | 
„am nakit, and ganging to zleep, and; its ere 
not to scribble all this paper, in so meikle as rest is 
thairof.“ That is, I am naked, and going to sleepe, 
and yet I cease not to Scribble to the end of my paper, 
much of it as remains unwritten, ' Hxxxxx. 
587. O, ade tore the letter into a thousand half-pence ;] 
A farthing and perhaps a halfpenny, was used to sig- 
nify any small particle or division. So, in the cha- 
racter of the Prioress in Chaucer : 
That in hire cuppe was no ferthing sene 
F e e 
| . 
. to the Cont Tales, late edit, v. NE 
- STEEVBNS» 
615, le To de, is the same as 
to doff, to do off, to put aside. So in-Macheth 5 | 


zm E t. 
© , - STEEVENS. 


656. — ] That is, a temper in- 
elined to scorn and contempt. It has been before re- 


1 our author uses his verbal adjective 
Diij $55 with 
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with great licence. There is, therefore, no need of 
e eee ER — 
2 re el! fr Jonxsox. 
eee werchedyi 1 lord Ster- 
line, 160g, it is said, that Darius wrote to Alexander 
in a proud and kontemptibie manner.“ * this place, 


| grey pryae num means contemptuous. 
Again, Drayton, in the 24th Song of his Polyolkion, 
speaking in praise of a hermit, says, that he, 
„ The mad tumultuous world contemptibly forsock, 
* 1 by Crowland him betook.”! 
a EARN h e 1 
666 bee i. e. was seriously car. 
ried on. 1 un e n STEEVENS, 


1 3. eee ahh eee Give ] 
Proposing is ng, 1 the French word pro- 

| $05, discourse, talk. Srrzvkxs. 

987. A haggards of the ck, J Turbervile, in his book 
of. Falconry; 1575, tells us, that „the kaggard doth 
come from foreign parts a stranger and a passenger; 
and Latham, who wrote | after him, says, that © she 
keeps in subjection the most part of all the fowl that 
fly, insomuch, that the tassel gentle, her natural and 
chiefest companion, dares not come near that coast 


reden nor sit by the place. where abe stand- 
| 21 | eth. 


WON 
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eih. Such is the greatness of her spirit, abe will not. 
admit of any society, until sueh a time as nature work- 
en, dc. F de bene 
Violenta, 1376 ñ 1 
lot — — 8 ad. 
ee bee hand wah eee 
H A g 
14. h Ae bn — — 
neee eee 1 
e .. 
| * | 
6 | ——as full, Oc. A.full bed. mega ich wiſe. F 
So-in,Otdelle eee 
E What a full b doth the wren owe 3" . 
Kc. -e A | — 


4 ee ö 


To migrie 0 ee PP a 1 a7 
bght. STERVENS. | 
64. 8 bechward :—] Alluding to th | 
practice of witches in uttering prayers. | — 
The following passages containing a dmilar tumor 
thought, are from Lilly's Anatom of Nit, 1381 
« If one be hard in conceiving, they pronounoe him 
a dowlte : if given to studie, they proclaim him a 
dunce : if merry, a jester: if sad, a saint; if full of 


words, a sot: if without speech, a cypher : if one ar--— 
gue with him boldly, then is he impudent : if cIdy, 


n n 
6 Wii > toten % 


[ths 


. * 2 888 ä dure, 


&  — axxorayrione wor” ABI, 


cry, Quæ supra nos, nihil ad nos: mem 
zententias | carnifex,” . 
Again, p. AA. b. „if he be deanly, they [wo. 
men] term him proude; if meene in apparel, a lo. 
ven; if tall,” a Tungis: if #hort, a dwarſe: if bold, 
: blunt: if shame · fae'd, a eowarde, & c. P. 533. If she 
de well set, then call her a bosse: if slender, a hasill 
twig : if nut brown, black as a coal : if well colour d, 
a painted wall ; if sbe be pleasant, then is she wan. 
ton "WEE TECTED if honest, then is she coye.“ 
STEEVENS, 
en. If black; "why; nature, drawing of an antick, 
Made @ foul bt —] The antick was 2 
buffbon character in the old Englieh farees, with a 
blacked Face, and a patch-work habit. What I would 
observe from hence is, that the name of antiel or an- 
tiqte, given to this character, shews that the people 
| had some traditiona? ideas of its being borrowed from 
the aneient mimes, who are thus described by Apu- 
leis; 4 dp, falten, ———— 5 
istein un WARBURTON, 
3 . This bee have been borrowed 
from an ancient bl. 3 — 1 


Rr 


er 1 ks: 

1 Even like unto a twining vane, _ > 
* 3 — 4 | 

| — — ST BEVENS, 
4379. res me Jo death—)] The allusion is to an 


which 


_ © — - — --4X+# | 


PAP n 


AA H. Much 40 ABOUT, NOTHING. *. yy 


which was formerly inflicted on those persons, who, 
being indicted, refused, to plead. In consequence of 
their silence, they were pressed to death by an heavy © 
weight laid upon their stoniach. This punishment 


the good sense and humanity of the legislature have 


within these few years abolishec. Maron. 
83. Which is as bad as die mut i tickling.] The au- 
hen mn that ticaling should be pronounced as 2 
trisyllable, tic eling. So, in Spenser, B. e 12. 
The while sweet Zeplürus loud whisteled . | 
_ «His treble, a strange xind of harmony; 

4 i nn me -v &. 

A el wh Malou. 6 


99. * mec ee 
e ere 8 W 


* N 88 nnen Wi ee 
ao She's lim din], She is enearcd. and ens 18 
_— as a Sparrow with birdlime. J DE ; 


So, in the Spams Tragedy? 196 noten 
« Which sweet conceits are lind withsly deceits:?® 


The folio reads She's ta en. |: STEEVENS. 


110, What fire is in mine ears Allading to a 


proverbial saying of the common people, * their 
nn Ro tot pa ——— + | 125 
9 10998 — ie 
Manie bene proverbial. saying is 
derived, is of great antiquity; being thus mentioned 
by Pliny :. Moreover is not this an opinion generally 
received, That when our ears do glow and dingte, 
n | | | Some” 


7 


/ 


| hs q Ss "Fe 
2 - 'ASNOTATIONS rox ART 
* 


zome there be that in our absence do talke of us,” 
Philemon Holland's Tranilation, B. XXVIII. p. 297, 
and Brown's Bacher Ens. 125. 
116. Taming my wild heart to thy loving hand ;} This 
image is taken from ſaleonry. She had been charged 
with being as wild as haggards of tie rock ; she there. 
— ref WER anus It ty 
tie Band. „Jonson. 
184. Nay, e eee te as great zwil-in the neu 

gloss of your marriage, as to chew a child his new 
coat, and lobi hirn to wear 1 1 


5 Laban 13? - £0434 Bel IA; 
W Asiathe night before 8 
G1 To an impatient 8 
„ Aud may not wer them Srzyzxz 
190. — le little hangman Wee 
> ORGY eee 
Philip Sidney: 
66 * Millions of |ycares- 0 ol 4 drivel Oupi 
lives; MN 
te ll more wrench, e wicked he da 
& £49 þ I} no tooth ee IR Uþ 
1 (deen who muck did Argus love) 
e ia tis our world a hangman for to be 
Of all "thase ales that will have all they 
dee. B. II. ck, 14. FARMER, 
131. lagna and „ e 
Ec. ] unn .... | 
Ig? + 5 288 * 4 Ag 


J 


Ef 94 
— 2 
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„ As the fodtthinketh 1.) nn nt 
So the bell elinke td.  STERBVENS. 
150. There is ne appearance bf fancy, S] Here is 
a play upon the word fancy, which-Shakspere-uses'for | 
n 3 —— 
110 - JONSON: 
1546 | e Sin are . 
trowsers, worn only by sailor at present; Fhey: arg 
mentioned by Jonson, un 1911 
ii great , > * 
„ Digger chan thret ——— ug A * 
Again, in Rem Alley, br Merry Tricks; n 
e ee T 
„ Phese wofts contain,” Esse bees 
164. —and tie aid ornameiil of A cheek hath already 
stuff d tennis - Balis I Soy in A wonderful,” trùnge, and 
miraculous astrological Prognostication for: this Tear of = 


Richard Harvey: „they may sell their Raire by 
the pound to stufe tennice bales,*”  * STREEVENS. 
Again, in Ram Alley, or Merry Trichsz' 1611047 
« Thy beard shall serve to 9 f the thoce balls by which 


? geemehearat TeniegsY {cog 

Gentle Craft, 1600. Wr 

J Hoa ie eg andere bl ited 1 
rr 


186. Che hall be buried wed her face upwards]. 


Thus the whote set of editions; but wat, is'there any 
way particular in this? Are not all men and women 


12 Sure, the poet means, in oppDsiijõnn to 
* the 


our Lord 1691 5 written by Nazhey in tidicitle f 


44 > ANNOTATIONS UPON un AN 1}, 
che general rule, and by way of distinction, with her 
beets upwards, or face dummwards. I have chosen the 


first reading; becaute I find it the expression in vogue 
meme ne). 219% 21 TaEOBALD, 


-1 neee by Dr. Warburton. W Johxsox. 


Theobald's conjecture may, however, be supported 
ber n Wild Gaose Chace:of i ena ond 


RE, es <a rigid ad old oi non] vd bono wn 


F 3 3983 L play on; 1 &? * 4 1 8 n AS 


h 7 . 
« For if I die ot first fit, I am unhappy, 
. And worth to be buried with ny leels upwards.” 
The passage, indeed may mean only SIe shall be 
Anal en ien lover 's arm: S0, a n.: 
rde « Flo. What? like à corse? 
2 de, ite a bank; for love t0 he an 


12. 246-Not like — eee to be baricd, 
vd „ut quick and in my ar .. /+ STEEVENS. 


beg. Leonato's Hero, your Hera, every man s Hero. 


Dryden has an Une a into his: We 
Lone: d a 809611 Nu 22 3% 15þ 

„ Your Cleopatra; ban le. Cleo; r 
8 W r F | 1, STERVENS, 
258. Well give them theit eee To charge 
; his felloma, seems to have been a regular part of the 


duty of the constable of the Watch. So, in A New 
Pic ta cieat tie Denid, 1699: My watch is Set— 

0 et arge ginen and all at peace. Again, in The Insa 
miiate Contes, . CN . 160. Come on, my 


7 i 2113 N | F bs hearts; 


Examples of Axcizx r BiLLs, 


4 ; * 


P 

b 

\ 

gd c 

| . $ 

mentioned in Muck ade about Nothing. 8 
or, | l : 0 

* . 


| 
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hearts; we are the W aut give you your 
charge. Mallon. 
293. — 9 be net s(olen J, A ll is still carried 
by the watchmen at Litchſeld. It was the old weapon 
of English infantry, which, says Temple, gave tie 
nost ghastly and deplorable wounds. It may be called 
securts falcata. Ins Fügt ohn vom » JOHNSON, 
| N Glapthorne s Mit 
in a Constable, 1699er „ 
„Well said, W dl m i tüv 

« You're _— _ n wy and 


-. + lanthorns; 19 
. Gieretion.” 0 24610 
Again, mn 1892 2 A” 


„te ach ma . t 
Are coming tow ird our house with gives * 


, be * * \ 5 
fill. a2 . 2 wrt 1. IRE N95 
For enanples of ancient il n 2 
i n rn Srzvins. 


17. P u chil ing} 421 It is not im- 
possible but that part of this scene was intended as a 
burlesque on The Statute of tie Streets, imprinted by 
Wolfe, in 1398. Among these I find the following : 

22. No man shall blowe any horne in the night, 
within this cittie, or whistle after the houre of nyne 
of the clack . the night, under the peine of 174 
donmen W d S Wert eu ne 2.4 

23. % No petal enn or 
disguised by night, under the like paine of Nr 
ment.“ 


E 24. 


46 . ANNOTATIONS uro A Ill. 


24. „Made that night-walkers, and „ 
like punishment. 
2 . No hammar- man, as a eee 
founder, and all artificers making great sound, shall 
not worke after the houre of nyne at night, & . 
0. No man shall, after the hour of nyne at 
night, keepe any rule, whereby any such suddaine out- 
cry be made in the $tilÞ of the night, as making any 
affray, or beating his wyfe, or servant, or singing, or 
revyling in his: house, to the disturbaunce of is neigh- 
- bours, under payne of iiis. iilid. &c. &c. 
Bien Jonson, however, appears to have ridiculed 
this scene in the Induction to his 'Bartholomews Fair : 
« And then a substantial watck to have stole in upon 
'em, and taken them away with 'mitaking words, as 
the fashion is in the stage practice. ' STEgVENs. 
369. ——thou art unconfirm'd '——] . e. un- 
prat᷑tised in the ways af the world. Wax SUR rox. 
887. — reechy painting; ] Is painting $tain'd 
wp — So, in Han's Beer ha — bs hs 
ou EMS $1999: 2/4} 6 Ti8q 16:11 14509 
| P 
„ Like bacon . 8 
From Recan, Anglo- Saxon, to tei, ſumare, Lat. 
het 46 d ode 3995 eee T0 emen 


388. - enetine, e eee 
Die $haven Hercules, meant Hercules when shaved to make 
lim look the a woman, 10746 0%) an x. in the service 
of Omphale, his Lydian mistress. | STEBVENS. 

| | | | : 389. 


1 | & * 
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g89, ——arch'd—) Smirch'd is soiled, ob- 
pull So, in As you Like It, act i. sc. g. 
a few e ee umber smrch my face.“ 
* | $TELVaNs, 
4.5. nr a loch, 1 Sp in e 
nauus, 1600: \ 
nu . 8 1 
Must take tobacco, and must wear @ lc . 
See Dr. Warburton's Note, act v. sc. 1. STEEVENS. 
4. Conr.. n r 2778 __ In former 


on «> 


copies: « bs 5 2 Þ+l 2 
Cour. — 6 
2 Watch. Tou'il be nadebring bende. l war · 

rant you.) 


Conr. enen meviagrant; windy 
you to go-with us, 
The regulation which I have made in this last 
speech, though against the authority of all the printed 
copies, I flatter myself, carries its proof with it. 
Conrade and Borachio are not designed to talk absurd 
nonsense. It is evident, therefore, that Conrade is 
attempting his own: justification ; but is interrupted in 
it by the impertinence of the men in office. TOA. 
, 441+,  -+—reabato——] A neckband; a ruff. Rabat, 
French, HANAUER. 

Rabato, an ornament for the neck, a collar- band, 


or kind of ruff, Fr. Rabat. Menage saith it comes 


from rabattre to put back, because it was at first no- 
thing but the collar of the shirt or shift turn'd back 
towards the shoulders. Hawxixs. 

E 15 | This 


48 © antvorarrons veon” '” Aly, 


- This article - rr GE our 
ancient comick writers. 
So, in the comedy of La Tricks, paring 
4 Broke broad jests upon her narrow heel, 
„ pok'd her rabatos; and survey'd her steel. · 
Again, in Decker's Satiromastix, 1608 :— He would 
persuade me that love was a rabato, and his feason 
was, that a rabato was worn out with pinning,” '&c. 
Again, in Decker's Untrussing the Humourous Poet; 
What a miserable thing it is to be a noble bride! 
There's such delays i in rising, in fitting 8 
ning rebatoes, in poaling, &c. = 
- The first and last of these teal eee serve 
for an additional explanation of the — wy 
mentioned by aucun in the Wititer's "Tale, - 
bm 
479. — Lil ,; —1 This tune is mentioned 
in Beaumont and Fletcher's- To Noble Ninsmen. The 
gaoler's daughter, spenking of a horse, says, 
e gallops'to che tune of (Light o love.“ 
It is mentioned again in the Two gentlemen of Verona, 
gest sing it to the tune of Light o lobe... 
| . vers oh preteen 


» 
| \ \ 

Nn 1 £9 er 4 

7 1 FT 4 K —"” TY 
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| . 1% LS bc 44, 
: 4 : N. | +4 | #174 Light 
a n+ . ar LH Be 
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2 
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| Light o love.] This is the name of an old dance tune 
which has occurred already in the Two' Gentlemen of 
Verona I have lately recovered + it e a 
r eee 3k 0d 


{ik n Gn FUR 2 EF 3. OE —T—= 
9222 


2 | Sin Joux Hawkins. 

4 a 8 > © 64 4 
484. — 20 Wa A quibble between barns, re- 
positories of corny — W the old word for chil 


dren. * Jounsom. 
So, in the Winter's Tale; « Mercy on a dan a; 
very pretty barn lr os mne 


489. Hey hol . 
Marg. For a law, eee eee « Heigh 
ier e dete, or the willing maid's wants wade: - 
9 Ei ij + known, 
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known, is the title of an old ballad in the Pepysian 
Collection, 1 — a 15 
1 n  MaLoxs, 
491. For the 3 begins them all H.] This is 
a poor jest, somewhat ee and not worth the 
trouble of elucidation. 0 
Margaret asks Beatrice for a cries, ty ho; 
Beatrice anowers, for an H, that is for an ache. or pain, 
Jonns0X, 
- Heywood, among his Epigrams, publizhed in 1566, 
has one on the letter H, 1 * 
* fis worse among letters —— | 
« For if thou find him either in thine elbow, 
In thine arm, or leg, in any degree; | 
e In thine head, or teeth, or toe, or knee; 
Into what place 80ever H may pike him, + 
„Wherever thou find ache thou shalt not like 
% drr, 
"492. — Turk——] i. e. taken captive by 
love, and turned a * to his . N 
WARBURTON, 


This interpretation i is ee qr yet, 
perhaps, it is right. Jonxscx. 
Hamlet uses eee — talks of his 
Fortune s turning Turk. To turn Turk was a common 
phrase ſor à change uf condition or opinion. So, in 
 ThetHonest Whore, by Decker, 161: 
elf you turn Turk again, &c. SrExvzgs. 
31g. tame mura. Tua ad, some secret mean- 


= 7 Iuonxsox. 


* 46nd Ai Si | A moral 


1 


E 


AH. MUCH ab ABOUT" NOTHING, 61 


A noral is the same as a morality, one of the earliest 
kinds of our dramatick performances. So, in Greene's 
Groatsworth ꝙ Wit, 1621: ** —It; was I chat penned 
the Moral of Mans Wit, the Dialogue / Dives,” &c. 

. . .«<The:people make no estimation 
„ «6 Of morals,. teaching education 

A player, on this occasion, is the un and have 
performances were full of double meanings and con- 
ceits. Again, in Decker's Guls Hornbook, * : 
f bee — . moral or tragedy.— 

| | 1 41/1, 1 STBEYENS:« 

- $8862 3 as, his neat ae —4— 
1 do not see how this is a proof of Benedick's change 
of mind. It would afford more proof of amorousness 
to say, he eats not is meat without grudging ; but it is 
impossible to fix the meaning of proverbial expres- 
sions; perhaps, td eat meat without grudging, was the 
same as, to do as others. do; and the meaning is, he is 
content to live b eating like, other mortals, and will be 
content, noteyithstanding kts boasts, like other mortals, to 


have a un. a Joxsox. 
547. —lonest as the Shin between his brows.) This 
is a proverbial expression. | STEEVENSe 


So, in Gammer Gurton's Needle, 1575: * abt bibs 
am as true, I would thou knew, as «hin be- 
4 To trcene thy braws."" 347, i RY 8 RE8D. 
_—_ Ian as honest as any man living, that is an 
old many and no. honester than J.] There is much hu- 
mour, and extreme good sense under the covering of 


thus. blundering 9 It is a sly insinuation, 
that 


55 . ©! ANNOTATIONS ron ASI 
that length of years, and the being much hacknied in 
the ways of men, as Shakspere expresses it, take off the 
gloss of virtue, and bring much defilement on the 
manners. For, as a great wit says, Nui is the Seaton 
of virtue corruptions | grow with years, and ] believe the 
oldest rogue in England is the greatest,” \WaRkBURTON. 
Much of this is true, but I believe Shakspere did 
A e rer pc the speaker. 
JIouxson. 
3551. — 2 e aches Taming the 
Shree, the Tinker says, pocas pallabras, i. e. few 
words, A scrap of Spanish; e e 
been current among the vulgar. © STEEVENS, 
It occurs like wise in the-Spantsk e | | 
+ 6s Fore add * as n. N Na 

i 5 HENIET. 
370. 1 5 world 6 . e. It is eee 

see. So, in AU for Money, an old morality, 1594 : 
« /t is a world to ger how greedy they be of money.“ | 
The same phrase often occurs, with the same meaning, 
in Holinshed. STEEVENS. 
571. —=—well; God's a good man ;] So, in the old 
Morality, or Interlude of Lusty Juventus, 1561, and 
again, in A ot 1 of Robin rer bl. let. no date. 
SrEEVIX«s. 
372. eee be. This is not out of 
place, or withont meaning. Dogberry, in his vanity 
of superior parts, apologizing for his neighbour, ob - 
eder that of two men rr 

714 £135 7 TA 1 ga u 


44411 "x | 


-  A1 EP 1A Mt 


. < © 
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The first place of rank or understanding can belong 
but to one, and that 419.1 ought not to despise his 
inferior, \ ._  » JOHNSON. 
Shakspere might have caught this des from the 
common seal of the Knight s Templars; the device of 
which was' two riding upon one horse. An engraving of 
the seal is rr Paris Hist. 
=P ogy N STEEVENS, 


N 1 = = | | - | 
Aer u. . 


1 
I a» 


g N 


Line-28. 8 be We HAIR This is. a 


quotation from the Actidence. Johnson. 


41. F uurious bed e] That is, latcitious. 
Luxury is the mene term for unlawful pleasures 


of the sex. We 1 7 JOHNSON. 
5 Teta. Ae for 1 lack soldiers. 


n 
pen in Life and Death of Edward Hp: 12 
29 * [ururious Queene this is thy foule ders.” 4-41 
Ti RID. 
ou ren So he uses large jests 
in this play, for ag yer not oy within dut 
bounds. 1 nk net Uant © VJOUNSON. 
58. + cake IS So, in m- 
beline, Posthumus speaking of women, says, g 
ern ins « PII. 


384 © AXNOTATIONS uron 4 . 


Ane „I'll write against them, Wr ic e „er 
e Detest them, curse them.  STzEevens, 
60. -c faste as the — Before the 


air has tasted its sWeetness. Jonson. 
78. A nor That is, dana power, 
Kind is nature. = © JOHNSON; 


"97: © m—n——iberal villain, | Liberat here, as in many 
plates of these plays, means, frank beyond honesty or 
decency. Free of tongue, Dr. Warburton unnecessa. 
rily reads, thera. EEO TOANSON. 

So, in the Fair Maid of Bristow, 1605 

« But Vallinger, most like a liberal villain, 
Did give her scandalous ignoble terms.“ 
a— in The Captain, by Beaumont and Fletcher: 

And give allowance to rene laberal jests 

„Upon his person..“ SrEBEVIXV. 

This sense of the word ae is not peculiar to 
en John Taylor, in his Suite concerning 
Players, complains of the «« many aspersions ver) 

liberatly, n and ingrazefqlly be bestowed upon 

him.? "FARMER. 

103. . @ Hero hiatds tion been] I am 
afraid here . ng the word 


| GA JOHNSON, 
111. . clean i her 
for wpicon, 5 Maron. 


114. 0 

A thousand daggers, all in honest hands ! 
Led have not Fa dude huet one been, 0 
n Venice Preserv'd. 
| | STEEVENS. 
130. 


me f &S - 
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190. The story that is printed in ler blood ?] That is, 
2 to be true. en 
20 nd Ifen that-at Frigal nate bd 
0, one too much by thee ] Frame is con- 
WN order, disposition of things. So, in the 
Death of Robert Earl: of Huntington, 166922? 
« And therefore seek to set each thing in /rame,” 
Again, in Holinshed's Chronicle, p. 6535. —there 
* * man . Nane POL9T DIG 
frame Pohl pon 2}! work e e, 
Again, in. Daniel's 3 on Montaigne x 
„ ———eXtracts of men, — 
TW. Though i in a troubled frame confuxedly x Set.” 
Again, in Mach, Ado about Nothing © - | 
TT... en nn villanies. 9: 
Srirvixs. 
= mane, pn mine | lov'd, 8 mine I prais'd, 
| And mine that I was proud on j The 
speaker utters his emotion abrubtly, But mine, and 
mine that / lob d, &c. by an ellipsis frequent, 172 
mum both enn {2% 
Ren 6 21144. 1: Thames 
i 186. Frier. 5 * man is he ou are .accus'd 
of ?] The friar had just before boasted his great skill 
in fishing out the truth. And, indeed, he appears 
by this question to be no fool. He was by all the 
while at the accugation, and heard no names mention- 
ed. Why then should he ask her what man she was 
W But in this lay the subtilty of his exami- 


nation. 
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nation. For, had Hero been guilty,” it was very pro. 
bable that in that hurry and confusion of spirits into 
which the terrible insult of her lover had throw her, 
she would never have observed that the man's name 
was not mentioned; and 80, on this question, have 
betrayed: herself by naming the person she was 
conscious gf an affair with. The friar observed this, 
and so concluded, that were she guilth, she would 
probably fall into the trap he laid for her. I only 
take notice of this, to she. 3 well 
Shakspere knew * to sustain his characters. 
A \ 2\{2b . 
196. e FSW 3] Bent is used by our 
author fur the utmost degree of any passion, or 
mental quality. In this play before, Benedick say: 
of Beatrice, her affection das its ſuli bens. The expres. 
sion is derived from archery; the bow has its bent, 
when it is drawn as fat as it can be. Jonxson. 
213. Four; daughter here the Princes Wan 1 
In former copies, Huld 45 q 
+; Your daughter here the ede ft for Hey 
But how comes Hero to start up a princess here? We 
have no intimation of her father being a prince; and 
this is the first aud only time she ĩd complimented with 
this dignity. The remotion of a single letter, and of 
the parenthesis, will bring her to her own rank, and 
the place to its true meaning”: 9 of one cnt vo 
wWeur daughter here the princes left. for deall 1 
i. e. Don Pedra, printe of Artagon; and his bastard 
brother, bo is like wise called a ub THEOBALD 


$087 | 216. 
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A. wucnapo'avout wormnc. fy 


ven — Show, appearance. 
2 A r „e, arty by op JoaNnSON, 
291. en the value -] 1. e. We 
exaggerate the value. The allusion is to raci- rents. 


eter 0 e e es in 0 e 2 


n 3h 
„What eee e 
„ e wish it ours again..“ rr wann 


The following passage in the Widow's Tears, by 
Chapman, 1612, gown nur yu W 0 interpre- 
tationn : 

« One joint of him I as: was Oe" more worth 
N. ee of thy entire body. 
MaLoNs. 
ebe. "he malles twine may lead me.) This is one of 
our author's observations upon life. Men over- 
powered with distress, eagerly listen to the first offers 
of relief; close with every scheme, and believe every 
promise. He that has no longer any confidence in 
himself, is glad to repose his trust in any other that 
will undertake to guide him. Jouxs0N. 
267. Manent Benedict and Beatrice.) The poet, in 
my opinion, has shewn a great deal of address in this 
xcene. Beatrice here engages her lover to revenge 
the injury done her cousin Hero: and without this 
very natural incident, considering the character 'of 
Beatrice, and that the story of her passion for Bene- 
dick was all a fable, ahe could never have been easily 
or naturally brought to confess she loved him, note 


hr as © Mea _— | 
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. in this very place, dependad the 
whole success of the plot upon her and Benedick. 
For had she not owned her love here, they must have 
soon found out the trick, and then the design of bring. 
ing them together had been defeated ; and ghe would 
never have owned a passion she had been only tricked 
| into, had not her desire of revenging hof cwusin's 
[+ * * her wt her Ware humonx Ft once. 
| Wanzen ron. 
| 06. A t 1 e here 1] 1. e. Lam 
out of your mind already, e 2 remain here in 
| 
| 


| 

: 

] 

| 

q 

c 

a 
person before you. „ e T in ' STrevens. I 5 
| 812. —in te height 6 tn 6a fe All. a 
it Nb re tro, 1 | 
1 

n 

* 

ce 

I 

4 


ö dans tld) er 
a 326. e counties |] Cray was 1 
| cient general term for. . ene 

County Paris in Romeo and Juliet. IN. 
927. 4 goodly e bps Fog 1 

specious nobleman made out of 7 SUAT;. 'STEEVERs- 
331. —— and men are only turned into ton gg, and 
trim ones too] The construction of the sentence — 
not only men but trim ones, are turned into tongue, u 

as 


rr 12 


1. e. not only common but clever men, &c. STEEY EXs, 
348. Scene 11, ] The persons, throughout this scene, 

have been strangely confounded. in the findern edi 
tions. The first error has been the introduction of: 

|  Town-Clerk, who is, indeed, mentioned in! the stage · 
direction, prefixed to this scene in the old editions 

( ** the Constables, A * tie Thr en in 


| $4-9 4 Fownes), 


— : 
” "EOS S_, 
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Huh, but oo where else; nor is there à single 
peochi ae ibed to him in those editions. The part, 
which "ke'might reasonably have been expected to take 
upon th is performed by the Sexton; who 
ansists at, vr rather directs, the examinations; sets 
them down in writing, and reports them to Leonato. 


It is probable; therefore, I think, that te Sexton has 


been Styled! thei Town-Clerk, in tlie stage · direction 
above mentioned, from his doing the duty of such an 
officer! But the editors, having brought 6oth Sexton 
and Town Clerk upon the stage, were unwilling, as it 
seems, Inat- the latter should be a mute personage; 
and therefore they have put into his mouth almost a-, 
the abswdities which the poet certainly intended for his 


ignorant»constable.” To - rectify this confusion, little 


more is necessary than to go back to the old .editions, 
remembering that the names of Kempe and Cowley, two 
celebrated actors of the time, are put in this. scene 
ſor the names of the persons represented; viz. 
e e n ä — Kurer 
t We 1 5 * TYRWHITT., 
« Thaye followed Mr. Tyrwhitt's n which is 
undoubtedly just; but hure leſt nnn 
as;]-foundghem. i Sraa huge, 
365. Beit ea i 
+: T6, eee 
and write Gad first ; for God defend but God should ga be- 
fare auch willains 1 This short passage, which is 
truly litmorous and in character, I have added from 


the okt+quarto. Besides, it Supplies a defect: ſor 
ac De” Fij | withe 
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without it, the Town-Clerk asks a question of the 
Prisoners, and goes nn for any answer 
to i. [uA 
Tne emission 1 this ee since the edition of 
1600, may be accounted for from the stat. g Jac. I. 
c. 21. the sacred name being jestingly used four times 
in one line 1 41 4 BLACKSTONE, 
378. *Fore:God, | they are both in a tale :] This is an 
admirable: stroke of humour: Dagberry says of the 
prisoners that they are false knaves, and from that 
d-nial of the charge, which one in his wits could not 
be zupposed to make, he infers a communivn of coun. 
gels, and records it in the examination as an evidence 
of their guillt. S1 J. Ha wires. 
f the learned annotator will amend his comment 
by omitting the word guilt, and inserting the word in- 
nocency, it will (exrept as to the supposed inference 
of a communication of counsels, which should like. 
wie be omitted or corrected) be a just and pertinent 
remark. f whey ou * ERMakxs. 
3884. To. Cl. Yea, marry, tack the easiest way: 
Le the watch come forth :] This easiest, is a Sophibti- 
cation of our modern editors, who were at a loss to 
make out the corrupted reading of the old copies. 
The quarto in 1600, and the first and secomd editions 
in folio, all concur in reading; Yea, * mary, that's the 
eftest way, xc. A letter happened to slip out at pres 
in the firet edition; and was toe hard à task ſur the 
subsequent editors to put it in, or guess at the word 
under this accidental depra vation. There is no doubt 
e R but 
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— wrote, as I have restor'd the text; 
Yea, marry, that's the deftest ways &c. i. e. the 


readiest, most commodious way. * THEVBALD» 
Mr. Theobald might have recolleCted the n 
defily in Macbeth : 


« -+ 14%, Thyself and office G 3 e 
Shakspere, 1 suppose, design d Dogberry to corrupt 


this word as well as many others. SrTEEZVEIXSs. 
er WII A as. 4th 5 le 
— e à—ö ä — —— 
6 Acer „. OT OR 


Line 16. Trani a one will le and stroke his heard ; 1 
In sorrom wag |! cry hem, when he should groan; 
rr in, hastily or indistinctly pronounced, might 
easily have been confounded, supposing (what there 
is great reason to believe) .. e e Bear 
for the press by the ear. 11 
By this reading a clear sense is 8 and the Jane: 
part of the line is a paraphrase on the former. 
To cry hem was, as appears from the passage cited by» 
Mr, Tyrwhitt, a mark of festivity. So also from 
Love's Cruelty, a tragedy by Shirley, 161o/ 1 
„ Cannot ihe {uugh and hem and kiss his bride, 
But he must send me word“? 
Ain, ur-- The Second Part of Henry. „ 
. We haye heard the bells chime at mag 
That we have, that we have Hour watch-· word po 
hen, _—_ ; 


Fiij- On 
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grief. Nun 42 | 
Thus, in the Winter's Tales LAKES n U n 
but che last, gas tov & 4-576 
c When I have said, cry Wor 2911 n mt yy, „ 
With respect to the word wag, the using it as a 
verb, in the sense of to play the mag, is entirely in 
Sbakspereꝰs manner. There is scafcely one of his 
Plays in which we ana not nd oubctantives eee 
* n to bench, 6 
page, to dram, to stage, to fever, to fool, to palate, 
to mountebank, to god, to virgin, to passion, to 
monster, to history; to fable, to wall, to period, to 
paniel;; to stranger, &. RK. MaTLoxx. 
I think our author would hardly have used ag, & 
verb in the sense recommended, est his present ten- 
timent should have been liable to misapprehension, he 
having employed the same verb, with ies common 
digniñcation, in many echer places. Srrzvyrks. 
Here is a manifest corruption. tenour of the 
context is unddubtediy tus: If à man im such 
melancholy circumstances will smile, stroke his beard 
with great complacency, and in the very depth of af- 
fliftion cheerfully cry em when he should groan,“ 
Kc. I, therefore, with the least departure from the 
old copies, and in entire conformity to the acknow- 
ledged and —— ak 6,0 m 
euer HP N 228 
| Ba | | : n nt 
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If auch a one will smile and stroke his beard, 
And sorreming cry; hem, when he should groan. 
Sorroming, to say no more, was a participle extremely 
common in our author's age. Rowe's emendation of 
this place is equally without meaning and without au- 
thority. Sor roming was here, 4 perhaps, : originally 
written Sorrewinge,. according to the old manner of 


spelling; which brings the correction I have pro- 


posed aan OE the text an early 
Waren. 
3 was once an expression of 
wiumph. / So, in Aculastus, a comedy, 1329: 1 
may nowe say, Care \awaye!” we — — 5 
grievous zorrome and care a y! Ty 
—— — 
ultation. e HY eee eie el 
„What will be said of the conceit I shall now offer, 
] know not; — — We 
might read, 43 it, tuelle \ #45 
— willemildy pad others Mutenndico 
"ov; Sorry wag 1 * hem! _ he b 
Luhe wu 12 {L990 e eee 
j. e — humourist | to ——— fel, 
when his: tg hs ought to express concern. Both the words 
would introduce, ate used by Shakspere. Falstaff 
calls the prince, sweet mag. / and the epithet r is 
applied, even at this time, to denote any moderate de- 
viation from propriety or morality; ag, for instance, 
a zorty fellow. Othello speaks uf a salt and sorry 
moum. The prince, — 


— 
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act ii. sc. 4. says - they cry, fem / and bid you 
play it off. This sufficiently proves the exclamation 
to have been of a-comick'/turn,  — STEEVENs; 
That all the conjectures on this difficult passage may 
be collected together, Mr. Reed adds that of 1 
author of THE RRMARE Ss, who proposes to read: 
N And, Sorrow waggery, We e he Should 
groan. nie o ? 

i. e. SOTTOW — or, pin 
row into waggery, hem. To this he subjoins 2 
believe this will be at least as ùnsatisfactory as any of 
the preceding, and I confess that none of them bring 
conviction to my mind. Against such as depend on 


an alteration of the text, I acknowledge myself pre- 
judieed, being convinced, from a review of the con- 


jectures of former criticks, on passages once as little 
understood as the present, but now clearly established, 
without varying from the old copies, that innovations 
are seldom necessary. An explanation, I think, is 
— 
Hifñdence. I would rede 

And Sorrow wag 5 ton ru * ann 
groan, Ka 2 5 
i. e. Sorrow. 88 alake of };/cry hem! cw 


note of festirity) when he should groan. The diffi- 


culty seems to be only in the word wag, which may, 
without much violence, be presumed to be used in the 
sense I have affſixed to it, by a writer of such licence 
as our author. That it had not a ludicrous meaning 
formerly, may be proved from its frequent occurrence 


- 
1 1 in 


1 


pr rr e aoW ww: 


P 


A =” = =D Xx 88 . = 


N 


* 


r eee 


eee ee e 


A nuch b ABOUT NOTHING. 63 


in the translation of the seriptures. See particularly 
St. Matthew, ch. xxvii. ver, 39. and, other places 
night be pointed out. I take this opportunity to ob- 
xrve, that the various and discordant opinions about 
wis passage, Should teach both the present and future 
race of eommentators, to be less dagutatical than we 
frequently find them on a subject wherein there is 30 
little certainty as that of conjectural eriticism. 
I believe nothing more is requisite to the recovery 
of the — pong aig ymr00 

punftuationit n — % 0 u 
And, corrow wage ery —hem, when he shoul 
"er groangas! e — 

+18 nate misfortune — 

Mili candle» wasters 3] This may mean, * 
2 his sorrow among those who sit up all 
night to drink, and in that sense may be styled aasters 
of candlts ;--ar-averpower bis misfortunes: by swallow 
ing flap-dragons in his glass, which are described by 
Falstaff as made of candles ends. v4. +», STEEVENS: 
This is a very difficult passage, and hath not, I 
think, - been satisfactorily cleared up. The explana- 
tan 1 shall offer will give, I believe, as little satis—- 
taction 3 but 1 will, however, venture it, Candle- 
masters is a term of contempt for scholars: thus, jon - 
on, in Cynthta's. Revels, act iii. sc. 2. Spoiled by a 
whoreson book- worm, a candle- mater. In the Az» 
tiquary,, ct iii. is a like term of ridicule: He should 
more cateh your delicate court- ear, than all- your 


8 thumb-biters, lamp-wasters of them 
| all,” 


66 ©” ANNOTATIONS urox 4 
all.” The sense then, which I would assign to Shak. 
spere, is this: If such a one will patch grief with 
proverbs case or cover the wounds of his grief with 
proverbial sayings—make misfortune drunk with 
 Insensible to the strokes of it, by the conversation or 
lucubrations of scholars; the production of the lamp, 
but not fitted to human nature. Patch, in the sene 
of mending a defect WIT nnn 
weiin r Ano 
* 2 that that earth, which doit the . 


LE "awe, eff 2 — Nr de ba 
* | «Should patch a wall, on _— winter's flay,” 
Aud ru, Wulle. 


33. e mae, than admoni- 
tion, than moral instruction. © | JOHNSON, 
38. However — Hpie eb gods, ] Sa- 
piens ille cum Diis e pare vivit. Senec, Ep. 39. 
Jupiter quo antecedit virum bonum ? diutius bonus ext. 
pientem felicitare, Ep. 3. WARBURTON. 
Buy the style of gods, is meant an exalted language 
zuch as we may suppose would be written by beings 
superior to human calamities, 1 
them with neglect and coldness. 

Beaumont and Fletcher have the name expreion 
the first of their Four Plays in Oe £- 14 
B ities dec hike women — 

* eee ede, bas“ of gods." 
MRO de e- 2722) 0222010 dbu nnn. 
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39. And made'a priih at chance and 3 
Alludes to the famous apathy of the stles. ton #14 


dis Pike 
| The old copies read pub. Har, Pope, I believe 
made the change. öh ab 2:19 W Matrox. 
83. —— 50 daffe me J To daffeand 


4 are synonymous terms, that mean, to put . 
which is the very sense required here, and what Leo- 
nato would reply upon — saying, he would 
have nothing to do with him. THEOBALD, 
Theobald has well e the 1 Shak- 
gpere uses it more than once: 
The nimble —— — 
e And his comrades that daf d the world aside.“ 
* 6%. I would have daff d other n &c. 
Again, in the Lover's Complaint -/ #11122 
There my white stole of — 14 7580 
It ĩs perhaps of Scottish origin, as I find it in Aue 
derie excellent and deleAabill Treatise _— * 
&c. Edinburgh, 160g: 22 
«« Their dafing does us e —— 
87. Ant. He 5hall kill two of us, Kc. ] This brother 
Anthony is the truest picture imaginable of human 
nature. He had assumed the character of a sage to 
comfort his brother, o'erwhelmed with grief for bis 
only daughter's affront and dishonour ; and had 
zeverely reproved him for not commanding his passion 


better on so trying an occasion. Yet, immediately. after 


this, no sooner does he begin to suspect that his age 
2 — but he falls into the most 


1 A intemperate 


68 . © ANNOTATIONS UPON | 44 „. 
intemperate fit of rage himself: and all he tan do or 
say is not of power to pacify him. This is copying 
nature with a penetration and exactness of judgment 
peculiar to Shakspere. As to the expression, too, of 
— nothing can be more highly painted. : 
Nef. A WareDUkiroN 
102. 'Scambling,—} i, e. sramblinge'''Pheword i 
more than once used by Shakspere. See Dr. Percy“ 
note on the first speech of the play of X. Henry }. 
and likewise the Scots proverb, It is well keu'd 
your father's san was never a scambler. A wamiler, 
in its literal sense, is one who goes about among his 
N nn by the Irish call'd a tocterer. 
* 474 8 > unden STREVERS. 
I eee your patience.] This 
en a sentiment that the speaker would by 1 
meatis have implied. That the patienee of the tus 
old men was not exercised, but asleep, which up- 
braids them for insensibility under r 
spere must have wrote, get db 24 
2 8 L* 
i. e. N . n tantalizing you, 
2 Was uren. 
Als . is very specious, and perhaps is 
cight; yet tire present reading may admit a congruou 
meaning with less difficulty than many meet 
gpere's expressions 2 9 
_ +» z be old men have been both very angry and outra- 
geous; the prince teils them that he and Claudio wil 
not Wake their RR te Ehcach ſorce then 
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to endure the presence af those wham, — 
eee enemies, — 
Lenne „et e ee Jan — 
© Wake, 1 believe, 18 dns original word. The fero- 
city - of wild beasts is overcome hy not suffering them 
to sleep. Mie will not wake | your patience, therefore 
means, we will forbear any further provotation 
eb. e gi unt he zii ier. 
151. Nay, then give him another staff; &.] An al- 
lusion to tilting. See note, t ' You Lide lt, act iii. 
c. 4» | | 115  WARBURTOR, 
135. ot turn hes girdle. }. We have a proverbial 
eech, F he be angry, let him turn the buckle of his 
4 mmun ng - | 
o „wollt fletiouts tot men ienitorong of emnfien.. - 
5 expression is non tacks day in 
inen dende At him tie up Ait brogues. 
Neither proverb, I believe, has any other meaning 
than this: If he is in — eee 
himself till he is in a bettert. 
Dr. Farmer furnishes me with 8 
proverbial expression as used by Claudio, from Win- 
waod's Memorials, fol. edit. 1726, Vol. I. p. 458+ 
dee letter from Winwood to Cecyll, from Paris, 1603, 
about an affront he received there from an English- 


nan 44 I aid what I spake was not to make 4 


angry. He replied, is I weze angry, [ might turn the 
buckle of my girdle behind me. So likewise+Cowley, 
On the Government of Oliver Cromtuell The next 
month he swears hy the living God, that he will turn 
them out of doors, and he does so in his princely way 

| | G of 
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of threatening, bidding — n. the' buckles of 
their girdles behind them.. '- » © STEEVERs, 

re obs says, large 
hols nite worn with the buckle before, but in 
wrestling the buckle was turned behind, to give the 


adversary a fair grasp at the belt; therefore. turning 
the buckle behind was a challenge. + Rep. 


067 —bid-1 i, e. ached, Thus in Titus 4x. 
-dronicus, act i, sc. 4. * 


= — 
2 Testament: | 42 


+166 they that were bidden een 


& Ay rug 1 Ry . N 1% 15 r I'S 1 + bs — 14 \1 +++ 


169. Shall I not find a woodcock t00i?]-- 4A wood. 


cock was a proverbial term for a foolish fellow. 80 
in the Loma Prodi gal, a comedy, 16036: Woodcock 
a ee eee yrs "Tricks, 
a comedy, by John Day, 2608. MAT on. 


177. - wie gentleman ;] * jest depending 
on the colloquial use of words is now obscure; per- 


haps we should read, a wise „or a man wie 


_ enough to be @ coward. | Perhaps unte gentleman was in 


.that age used / ironically,” and always stood for aill/ 
fell. Jonson. 
2910. What a pretty thing man is, when he goes in his 
.deublet and baue, and leaves off his wit I] It was etecmed 
à mark of: levity and want of becoming gravity, at 
that time, to go in the Youblet and lose, and leave off the 
cloak, to which this well- turned expression alludes. 
4 Nr is, e 
7 iq s I be e 10 And 
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JV, wven'avo ivrour wormne. 71 


. wa 
hose without a cloak. Wan rox. 
214. But, * vun, let be; —) The out mw 
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Biit nofe you 3 let me be; pluck, OY W 
The second folio reads: W 
BZBut soft you let ne tee; pluck up, wy 

which is, I believe, the true reading. Matrox. 
Let be, is the true reading, r 
main as tiey are. I have heard the 3 used by 


Dr. Johnson himselfrff.. 4 "ney 
| The came expreaion ocoursin Matt. xxvü. 49. 

— | 

hed Mabe WR erin cate en 

Again, Winters Tuie, act v. sc. 9g. Ro. 


235. — one meaning well suited.] That is, one 
meaning is put into many different drettes; the prince 
FF 
speech. Nee Jonson. 

301. Aid the alone is lebe un dend ef af hihiites | 
seems to have forgot what he had made Leonato say, 
in the fifth scene of the first act to Antonio, How now, 
brother ; n 
the muzick ? _ + ANONYMOUS. 

311. Who, J 4 was pack'd is all this wrong,} 
i. e. combined; an accomplice. So, in lord Bacon's 
Works, Vol. iv. p. 269. edit. 3740. If the issue 
shall be this, that whatever shall be done for him, 
shall be thought to be done by a number of persons 
ieee MAL ox. 

| G 15 So, 
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So, in King Lear? $6 280924170 n Nit es: 0488 bn 
— —— prckings of nen Pee Dowd 
01393" RR AT | {3% We — 5 
355. n why, Mall I al- \ 
ways keep below. itairs 7] ee eee a 
Countess, 160g : : zhg51 it hann 54 
% Alas! 3 | 
A man may easily come over us. COLLINS, q 
86g give thee the bucklers, ] I suppose that to give a 
the bucklers is, fo yield, or to lay by all thoughts of de- 
Fence,. — The rest deserves no com · n 
ment. Jonson. q1 
Greene in bis Second Part of Coney Catching, 1592, " 
uses the same expression : Rt this his master 
laught; and was glad, for nnn wan 
the bycklers to his prentise. * Ju DE + 
Again, = Far » comedy by Row« 
| ley, [16ge:: 1% N "419 p 31. 
f 1 Anto whose hands he thruxts be weapons fret 
let him ate up ie backlers.??' : 17. bud tot 
— oe em: 
| ® Ohapgoans of them to.tale ap the e , 4 
e Bigaibatithat hair-monger Horace.” as M wk 
| Agility n May-Day, 1611: * 9 
e And new lay the bwcklers ut your feet.” |. 
Again, in Every Woman in her Humour, 169: . 
if you lay down the bucklers; yoo lose the 
cui u eee ene wilt ttt of Hate 
Again, in P. Holland's translation bf -Pliny's Nat. 
_— B. X. c:'21, I his stomach 
8 1 Ithe 
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(the S a the buellers. 
- 111. 1 STREVENSL 
42. ——in the time. of; * neighbours Ju. e. 
when men were not envious, but eyery one gave 
— — The reply is extremely humorous. 
+] WARBURTON; 
A. Quentiont—Hip, an laur, c- I i. e. What a 
question's there, or what a foolish question do you 
ask ? . WARBURTON 
The phrase occurs frequently in Shakspere, and 
means no more than—you and @ guestion, or thabis the 
Roe. Kk:2 REMARKSy 
4651. Done to death ——] This obgolete phrase oc 
curs frequently in our ancient writers. Thus, in 
Marlow's Zust's Dominions, 166) 7: 
% His mother's hand shall stop thy, breath, - |, - 
. 1 Ke. 
Malonr. 
ne Wee that tw thy virgin hights] Knight, in 
its original signification, means follower or pupil, and 
in this sense may be ſeminine. Helena, in A, Well 
Wwunmunnm eng 
50 T Jeanedp- 
Virgin knight i is virgin. heroes In the times of chi- 
valry, a virgin knight was one Who had as: yet 
matrimonial one, It may be added, that 'a virgin 
knight wore no device on his shield, having no right 
to any till he had deserved it. 
H ono N ani 310 MOEN 97:36) 5264s 350 Soy 


" n urox "_ 


Pais, 2 1599: LY 
> 466 Then aothouneer an thy une. vii ig 
SLBI A to be, 2 
6 Take thou this chield likewise of white," FO 
It appears, however, from several passages in 8 
ser's Faery Queen, B. I. e. 7. that an ideal order of this 
name was 8upposed, bu Re PE: 
W eh 
46 Of doughtle knights whom faery land did re 
8 neee hight of e. e 
Again, B. II. c. a2. 
2 « Order of ande- mont nom. „ 
Again, B. II. c. 9... | 
Cd beater 
On the books of the Stationers- Company, in the year 
2594s is entered, „ heander the mayden init. 
STEEVENS. 
es. ann than one tipt with 
korn.] This passage may admit of explanation 
that I am unable to furnish. By accident I lost seve- 
ral instances I had collected for the purpose of throw - 
ing liglit on it. The . eee 1 assist 
* future commentatot. 
Ms. Sloan, 1691, ohhh 
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thereof,” 111 em u 18 
eee pete mene 
theire own charge be armed withoute any yron or long 
| Win bare- 
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bare-footed, every one of them having a baston lorned 
at ech ende of one length, &c. STEEVENS. 
So, in Britton, Pleas of the Crown. c. xxii. 8. 18.— 
« Next let them go to combat armed without iron and 
without linen armour, their heads uncovered and 
their bands naked and on foot, with two bastons tipped 
with horn of equal length, and each of them a target 
of four corners, without any other armour, whereby 
any of them may annoy the other; and if either of 
them have any other weapon concealed about him, and 
therewith annoy bis adversary, let it be done as shall 
be mentioned amongst combats in a plea of land.“ 
| : Ry Rio, 
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